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To 


The Members of the 

CALCUTTA TRADE ASSOCIATION. 


Gentlemen : 

Your Committee have the f^leasure to wait on 
you with the following account of the proceedings of the 
ii^cuTTA Trade Association, from its establishment in 
18w to the end of 1850, and they trust that it will, in some 
measure, compensate for the absence of the quarterly 
reports which were formerly submitted to you. 

Considerable difficulty has been experienced in com- 
pressing within reasonable limits ait account of transactions 
embracing such a variety of subjects, — ^most of them of 
considerable public importance, and all of them possessing 
great interest to the trading community of Calcutta, — ex- 
tending over a period of more than twenty years. 

This report is necessarily brief; but your Committee 
have thought fit to add, in an Appendix, copies of the prin- 
cipal papers having reference to the matters therein men- 
tioned, which are so arranged that Members desirous of 
fuller information than is contained in the report itself, may 
at once see all that has passed on the subject in question, 
from the time of its first coming before the Association to 
that of its final disposal. 

Your Committe trust that this history of the Association 
will prove that it has attained the objects sought by its found- 
ers, and that it affords grounds for anticipating a future of 
increasing usefulness to the trading community well as to 
the public at large. 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Your very faithful servants, 

W. SPINK, Master, 

For the Committee of the Trade Association. 
Calcutta, Sept. 185^. 
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tK McFarlane 


W. Nicholl 


H. McKellar 


T. P. Palmer 

T. P. Palmer & Co. 

A. Rogers 


D. Mills ‘ 


W. H. Twentyman 


Q. Waller 


A. Lawrie 


E. Gray 


T. Ostell 


G. Parbury 


R. S. Thomson 


G. Jessop 


C. S. Hadow 


J. W. Duncan 


Jas. Coull 


Mr. C. S. Hadow having 

been called to the Chair, read to 


the meeting the resolutions passed at the former one, upon 
which the second meeting was founded. And having 
stated that a general meeting had been called in the 
hope of finding some at least amongst so numerous a body 
who would be able to throw out valuable suggestions respect- 
ing the nature and conduct of such a Society or Association 
as it was deemed expedient to form, cordially invited such a 
line of conduct from each party present. 

Mr. Duncan mentioned that the name of Mr, Samuel Smith 
had been omitted in the circular by which this meeting 
had been cohvened, which he regretted, as he considered that 
that gentlemen would prove both a zealous and able 
participator in the labour of framing such an Association as 
seemed to be desirable. 

The Chairman also expressed his regret at the circum- 
stance, which he stated was purely accidental, but begged to 
remind the gentlemen present, that, at the former meeting, 
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it was distinctly understood that upon the circular being 
handed to any one to whom it was addressed^ he would be^ 
aiding the cause by attaching the name of any firm which 
might previously have been omitted. 

The subject having thus been brought forward, the Chair- 
man thought it incumbent upon him to say, that Mr. Elliott, 
the Reporter of the Hurkaru, had been at the office about 
thi: hour appointed for the meeting, and that he (Mr. Hadow ) 
intimated to him that his attendance could be dispensed 
with, as the object of the meetingf was of a private nature ; 
but that, should any thing arise which the meeting 
were desirous should become matter of publicity, he (Mr. 
Hadow) would undertake to report*it to Mr. Elliott. Some- 
thing was then said about Mr. Elliott not having come as the 
Reporter of the Hurkaruj but as the representative of 
Messrs. Samuel Smith & Co., this, however, was said in so 
low a tone of voice as not to attract general attention. 

Mr. W. H. Twentyman presented to the meeting a paper 
drawn out at considerable length, conveying his sentiments 
upon the object of the meeting and regulations, which 
should be adhered to by the proposed Association. The 
paper was read by the Chairman for the information of 
those present. 

Proposed by Mr. John Hastie and seconded by 
Mr. Jessop, — “ That the paper from Mr. W. H. Twentyman 
be submitted for the consideration and approval of such 
Committee as may be hereafter formed.” 

Mr. R. S. Thomson rose, and, after stating that he was un- 
prepared with any specific proposition, intimafted that he 
thought the present a fit occasion for bringing to the consi- 
deration of the meeting the practicability of extending 
the utility of the Society beyond the mere protection* of 
property ; that he was desirous of higher objects, and wished 
to see an Association which would establish a fund for the 
benefit of the widows and children of deceased Tradesmen, 
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and the assistance and support of decayed members. Mr. 
Thomson then placed a paper containing his sentiments upon 
'the subject, in theliands of the Chairman, and proposed that a 
Committee consisting of not less then 12 members should be 
formed, for the purpose of taking this and the opinion of 
Other members on the subject of the Association into their 
consideration, and that such Committee should, at a future 
general meeting, report their opinion. ^ 

The motion of Mr. Thomson, seconded by Mr. Jessop, 
having been put to the meeting, was carried. 

Proposed by the Chairman, and carried unanimously, That 
the following Gentlemen be requested to form themselves 
into a Committee for the tionsideration of such propositions 
as have been, or may hereafter be made, upon the nature and 
conduct of the Association, viz. 

Messrs. Geo. Jessop, R. S. Thomson, W. H. Twentyntan, 
J. Coull, J. W. Duncan, F. H. Burkinyoung, H. McKellar, 
W. T. Gibbon, Geo. Parbury, Geo. Shearwood, Jno. Hastie, 
Samuel Smith, and C. S. Hadow.” 

The following Saturday having been determined on for 
the first meeting of the Committee to take place, it was 
proposed by Mr. M. Collier, and seconded by Mr. F. H. 
Burkinyoung, That each member consider himself personally 
invited to send to the Committee any suggestions on the sub- 
ject of the proposed Association which he may think advisa- 
ble, and that these be sent in before Saturday the 19th 
instant.” 

Proposed by Mr. Jessop and seconded by Mr. A. Rogers, 
That the Chanks of the meeting be voted to Messrs. W. A. 
Twentyman and R. S. Thomson for the suggestions handed 
in by them, and the meeting entertains the hope that many 
other members will be induced, previous to Saturday next, to 
follow their good example.” 

Proposed by Mr. R. Dykes, and seconded by Mr. R. S. 
Thomson, ‘'That the thanks of this meeting be voted to Charles 
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Scott Hadow for his able conduct in the Chair, and for the 
good will he has evinced towards the ojjject in view ia 
permitting the meeting to be held here.” 

Proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Mr. Jessop, 

That the meeting are of opinion that^othing which takes 
place at these meetings, at all events until the proposed Asso- 
ciation is fairly organized, should be made a matter of 
publicity.” 

The meeting adjourned about 5 p. m. 

CIRCULAR 
Issued by the Provisioftal Committee. 

“At a General meeting of the Tradesmen of the town of 
Calcutta, held at the office of Messrs. Leyburn and Co., on 
Saturday the l^th instant, a Committee of 13 members was 
appointed to take into consideration certain propositions 
for the formation of a Society for their general benefit, 
and to frame therefrom some plan for carrying into effect the 
object of those propositions. 

“The Committee having to the best of their ability per- 
formed the duties entrusted to them, beg to invite your atten- 
dance at a General Meeting to be held at the Exchange 
rooms, on Monday next the 5th of July, at the hour of 
9 A. M. when the prospectus and propositions which they have 
prepared will be submitted to the consideration of the meet- 
ing, and, if approved, the Association will at once be formed 
and commence its operations as speedily as practicable. 

“ It being particuliarly desirable that the meeting now con-^ 
vened should be as general as possible, each establishment is 
requested to send at last one member, and to assist in making 
it generally known that all Tradesmen are invited to attend, 
whether personally addressed or not.” 

Pursuant to the above circular and the public advertise- 
mentSy about two hundred persons assembled at the Exchange 

B 
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rooms, at 9 a. m. on the 5th of July, 1830. When the fol- 
lowing proceedings took place. 

Mr. Samuel Smith being called to the chair, addressed the 
meeting to the following effect : — 

Gentlemen,— I/eel as I ought to do, the honor you have 
done me, in calling upon me to preside over this numerous 
and respectable meeting. I could have wished, however, 
that you had selected some person better fitted than myself 
to explain the^ objects of the meeting, apd to represent the 
wealth and talent here assembled; but, as your choice has 
fallen on me, I shall endeavour, to the best of my ability, pro- 
perly to discharge the onerous duties that belong to the 
Chair. In so doing, I hope for your indulgence and support, — 
your indulgence, if I should be found wanting, as I fear I 
shall be, in the duty of Chairman of a public meeting, which 
I am now for the first time called upon to perform; and your 
support, should you perceive any approach to disorder and 
confusion, which would reflect disgrace upon us and the ob- 
jects we are assembled to discuss; while good order, and 
good feeling, will advance our cause, and be creditable to us 
all, collectively and individually: but I have little fear on 
this subject, for I do not anticipate any confusion, and having 
called me to fill this chair, 1 am sure you will view my efforts 
with indulgence, and support me if necessary in the execution 
of my duty. 

I shall not waste your time, which I know is valuable, by 
any useless expenditure of words, nor by any vain attempts 
at fine speaking. I have not the gift, and if I had, I would 
not exercise it on this occasion. I shall, as I think you will 
desire that I should, proceed at once in a brief and business 
like way to explain the origin and the objects of the Asso- 
ciation we arc here assembled to establish. 

“ The case of a Subaltern of the Bengal Army who has 
lately obtained the benefit of the Insolvent Act, occasion- 
ed several meetings amongst the principal tradesmen of 
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Calcutta, who, at a general meeting, appointed a provisional 
Committee to take into consideration certain suggestions, 
which had been made for the general benefit of the trades- 
men of Calcutta. The Committee having fulfilled the duties 
entrusted to it, is now desirous to lay the result of its labors 
before this meeting, in the shape of proposed resolutions, 
which the members consider the best method of accomplish- 
ing the desired object. 

Although the case I have alluded to, may^be considered 
as the immediate cause, still the great progressive cause 
which has led to this meeting, and which must sooner or 
later have had a similar result, is the system of indiscrimi- 
nate, almost unlimited credit, which has for many years 
obtained in this country, to the* serious injury of the honest 
tradesman, and to the manifest disadvantage of that portion 
of the public who have been in the habit of paying for what 
they purchase. 

“ At the time when that indiscriminate and almost unlimit- 
ed credit of which we complain, first obtained, the European 
population was small and wealthy ; tradesmen were few and 
well supported; their profits were large; their bills were 
paid sooner or later with good interest ; and, if occasionally 
gentlemen in the Honourable Company’s Civil or Military 
service did in the course of years contract debts to a larger 
amount than they were able to pay, they could, when their 
creditors became clamorous, always apply with success to 
their agents, when the matter was forthwith adjusted to the 
satisfaction of all parties. 

‘‘ But the times are sadly altered. Gentlemeft in and out 
of the service, have still continued to obtain the usual credit, 
but they have not their former means. Almost all the allow- 
ances in the Civil Service have been greatly reduced. Half 
batta has been introduced into the Army ; money has be- 
come scarce ; the Agents are not now, as formerly, ready to 
become peace-makers between debtors and creditors, and 
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the consequence is, that debtors cannot pay as they used to 
^do. The Insolvent Court relieves those who apply to it, 
and creditors have but a choice of difficulties : they must 
quietly lose their moneys or adopt legal measures, neither of 
which steps are advisable or agreeable, I know of no course 
to recommend but that they join us in establishing an Asso- 
ciation for the purpose of protecting ourselves from conti- 
nued losses and ultimate ruin. 

‘‘ We must suit our terms of business to the times we live 

• < 

in. We must understand with whom it is safe to deal, and 
endeavour to adopt measures for the realization of the out- 
standings due to us. 

These outstandings arc not of small amount : the total 
of ten establishments, who hSive handed in memorandums, 
amount to no less a sum than about 50 laks of rupees ; this 
sum does not include several of the largest establishments, 
amongst which are the three auction houses, and I am led 
to believe that the total amount of debts due to the trades- 
men of Calcutta, is not less than a crore of rupees, or a 
million of English money! 

I have now, I hope, intelligibly explained the origin and 
nature of the proposed Association; its objects will be more 
distinctly stated in several resolutions which will be sub- 
mitted to the consideration of this meeting. These resolu- 
tions will also give an outline, sufficient to enable the Commit- 
tee to draw up a code of regulations, for the future manage- 
ment of the Association. 

‘‘ I shall delay you no longer than to suggest, that if good 
order and ][)roper feeling be maintained, as I have no 
doubt they will, we shall get through much business in an 
hour, and be able to return to our respective occupations 
without having occasioned or suffered any inconvenience by 
our attendance here* With this view I beg to suggest, 
that any tradesman present who is desirous to make any 
proposition, will do so in writing, and hand it Mr. Hadow, 
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who has kindly undertaken the office of Honorary Secretary 
for this occasion, and he will be called upon to speak in sup- 
port of his proposition in due course. 

“ Any person desirous to address the meeting on the gene- 
ral question of the advantage or propriety of our proceed- 
ing to establish the proposed Association, agreeably to the 
circular, and the advertisement which has appeared in all 
the Calcutta papers, will have an opportunity of doing so 
when the first resolution is proposed, which embraces that 
subject. 

1 have but one more observation to make. It has been ask- 
ed, Why, in our circular, we have only invited “ Tradesmen,” 
by which it has been suggested, is g^erally understood shop- 
keepers or retail dealers ? The provisional Committee who 
approved and issued that circular, did not so understand the 
term : they considered that all who bought and sold were 
tradesmen; merchants were tradesmen, wholesale it U 
true, but still tradesmen; artists they considered also as 
tradesmen. Artists buy materials, add thereto their 
talent and labor, and the produce is sold : they considered, 
in short, as tradesmen, every man connected in any way with 
trade, and thought they were using the most comprehensive 
term the English language afforded. It was their object to 
do so, and I am therefore, desirous to explain, that we 
consider all persons embraced within the fullest acceptation 
of the term, to be eligible as members of the proposed Asso- 
ciation, and to be entitled to speak and vote at, this meeting. 

If there be any other point that requires explanation, I 
shall be happy to afford it to the best of my information, and 
where that is deficient, the gentlemen who form the provi- 
sional Committee will, I am sure, assist me! ” 

T/te information afforded by the Chairman being con- 
sidered sufficiently full and clear ^ he concluded by moving: 

Resolution 1 st. — “ That an Association be forthwith formed 



( H. ) 

to be denominated the “ Calcutta Trade Association, ’ and 
that its objects are as follows: — 

Istly. To en6ourage the adoption of the system of ready 
money payment, which prevails in all other parts of the 
world, and which enables the tradesman to sell at lower 
rates than those of Calcutta can afford to do from the pre- 
valence of the ruinous system of indiscriminate credit, 
which has obtained for many years, to the serious injury of 
the tradesman, and to the manifest disadvantage of the public. 

2ndly. To define the terms of credit when credit is 
allowed, and to prescribe measures calculated to ensure 
payment, and guard against future loss, where the terms of 
that credit are violated. • 

Srdly. *^To encourage a friendly communication amongst 
persons engaged in business in Calcutta, especially on sub- 
jects involving their common interests; an object wMch 
appears hitherto to have been neglected.” 

The above motion being seconded by Mr. W. H. Twen- 
tyman, the Chairman asked if any persons present wished 
to address themselves on the motion before the meeting, as 
he should be happy to hear any suggestions or improve- 
ments that might be offered, and to be guided entirely by 
the sense of the meeting. 

No person appearing to object, the resolution was put, 
and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hadow then rose, and addressed the meeting to the 
following effect : — 

“ In rising to propose to you. Gentlemen, the second reso- 
lution, I skall not detain you by any observations, as it 
must be unnecessary for me to give my sentiments, after the 
Chairman has so ably and so clearly explained to you the 
immediate objects of the Association. I consider the great 
object in the formation of such an Association, will be to 
make it as general as possible, and I therefore beg to 
propose : — 
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Resolution II. That it do consist of an unlimited num- 
ber of Merchants, Tradesmen, Artists and others who 
may be disposed to aid in the accomplishment of the objects 
of this Association.” 

This Resolution being seconded by Mr. F. H. Burkinyoung, 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. John Hastie said that in order to carry the objects 
of the Association more fully into effect, he should propose. 

Resolution III. ‘^That the affairs of the Association be 
* . . . • . 
managed by a Committee consisting of a President and 

thirteen members, including a Treasurer and Secretary, to 

be elected annually, any five to form a quorum.” 

This resolution was seconded by Mr. Rogers, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. W. F. Gibbon proposed that the following gentle- 
men be elected to form a Committee for the ensuing year. 

[Mr. Gibbon here read a list which was seconded by 
Mr. A. Pittar, but which was amended at the suggestion of 
Mr. Parker, and the following Committee was appointed.] 

Messrs. S. Smith, C. S. Hadow, R. S. Thompson, W. H. 
Twentyman, Geo. Jessop, H. McKellar, F. H. Burkinyoung, 
D. Mills, A. Rogers, G. Shearwood, John Hastie, John 
McFarlane, George Parbury and J. P. Parker. 

Mr. R. S. Thomson next rose and spoke nearly to the 
following effect : — “ Gentlemen, there is no point more impor- 
tant, or that will tend more to increase the stability of the 
Association than a judicious selection of one who has the will 
as well as the ability to preside over your meetings for the 
first season of its operation. I am aware of th6 difficulties 
under which a man labours who has the helm to guide of an 
infant Society such as the present. The channels of its use- 
fulness are yet unopened to us : the good to be derived from 
thus uniting yourselves together cannot be ascertained with- 
out putting in practice those resolutions which have been 
submitted for your approval, and I have not the least doubt 
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but the judgment and discrimination of the gentleman 1 
am about to propose as your President, connected with the 
zeal of a well sefected Committee, will realize all the objects 
of the Association to its fullest extent, and to the satisfaction 
of those who may become its members. It has been the wish 
of the Committee to confine or limit the objects of the Asso- 
ciation within such bounds as are unlikely to retard its pro- 
gress or destroy its permanency. That it has been much 

wanted in Calcutta amongst the Merchants and Tradesmen 

♦ 

must be obvious to you all ; and, when the good effects of its 
operation begin to be realized, you will then wonder at the 
apathy and unsociableness which have supervened and kept 
you so long strangers to each other, except in name. One 
would think the utility and prosperity of such societies, 
which exist every where else, would long ago have acted as a 
spur to the citizens of Calcutta, not to be held up to the 
world as a solitary exception. Public spirit seems to have 
been extinct ; or, if it has ever had an existence in this city of 
Palaces, selfish motives or private interests have {ilways been 
at hand to crush it in the bud. It is true we are but sojourn- 
ers in a land which was once known to be flowing with milk 
and honey, but those days are gone by, I am sorry to say, and 
they may consider themselves lucky indeed, who can gather 
sufficient of the cream of the one, or the sweets of the 
other (to continue the figurative expression) to enable them 
to leave it with any degree of comfort or independence. It 
therefore becomes the more necessary to guard against losses 
in trade, as much as possible, by more friendly intercourse 
amongst oui^selves, and to establish a fund for the purpose of 
carrying that into execution, is what I understand to be the 
principal object of the Association ; the details must be left to 
a Committee in whose judgment the members can place un- 
limited confidence ; and I most strenuously recommend that 
the details maybe so framed as not to clog the infant Society 
with too many purposes to accomplish. For this reason 



J have decVmed at present bringing to tbe noUCC of t\\e 
meeting my wish for extending its usefulness beyond the scope 
of the present resolution ; at some future period I may press 
it when the Association may be able to assume a more impor- 
tant aspect, stand on higher ground, and in a situation which 
will give it stronger claims on your assistance and support. 

“ Mr. Smith has, with much clearness and perspicuity, shewn 
to you what benefits may he derived from an Association so 
formed, which has for its object the public good as well as 
your private advantage. From Mr, Smith’s general know- 
ledge of the mode of conducting such Societies ; the means 
he possesses of obtaining the best information, and his well 
known zeal on behalf of every thing he undertfikes, I consider 
the duties of Chairman to this Association could not light on 
better shoulders, and I feel persuaded, that his unwearied 
application to its best interests will not be wanting to realize, 
fully, our most sanguine expectations. I, therefore, move : 

Resolution V. — “That Mr. Samuel Smith be requested to 
undertake the duties of President of this Association.” 

This Resolution having been seconded by Mr. Hadow, 
Mr. Smith called upon the meeting to reflect well before 
they appointed him to fill the important ofHce of Presi- 
dent of the Association, and to consider maturely if they 
could not appoint one more fully qualified to fulfil its duties; 
but the meeting appearing to desire his acceptance of the 
office, the resolution was put by the mover and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Smith expressed himself much gratified with this 
fresh instance of the confidence which the meeting reposed 
in him, and pledged himself not to be wanting in zeal for the 
cause ; — but he feared that the Tradesmen of Calcutta would 
be disappointed in the high expectations which they appear- 
ed to entertain of him, and if they were so, they must not 
blame him, but themselves, as he had confessed his deficien- 
cies and solicited them to amend their nomination. As they 

c 
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had, however, elected him, he hoped they would afford him 
the aid of the indefatigable exertions of Mr. Hadow, who 
was one of the first and most zealous promoters of the Asso- 
ciation, and who, he thought, would have made a much 
better Chairman than himself. He begged permission to 
propose -- 

Resolution VI. — “That Mr. C. S. Hadow be requested to 
undertake the duties of Treasurer and Honorary Secretary 

to the Association.” 

• • 

This Resolution was seconded by Mr. R. S. Thompson 
and carried unanimously. 

Mr. H. McKellar next moved the following Resolution, 
which was seconded by Mr. W. H. Twentyman and carried 
unanimously. 

Resolution VII.— “ That an Assistant Secretary with such 
office establishment as to the Committee may seem requisite 
be allowed to the Treasurer and Secretary from the funds 
of the Society.” 

Mr. George Jessop begged to propose the next Resolu- 
tion, which was seconded by Mr. G. Parbury. 

Resolution VIII. — “That each individual or firm becoming 
a member of the Association, do pay the sum oi fifty sicca 
rupees into the hands of the Treasurer, as a donation 
towards forming a fund for the use of the Society.” 

Mr. h inlay thought such a resolution was premature 
before the meeting could know what the expenses were 
likely to be, and he would move as an amendment : 

“That on an estimate of the necessary expenses being 
furnished, tSie members of the Association be called upon 
to pay their equal shares.” 

Mr. Hadow reminded Mr. Finlay, that such would be in 
opposition to one of the principal objects of the Association, 
viz. the adoption of a system of ready money payments. 

The amendment was not seconded. 

Some gentlemen appearing to think the subscription 
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should be brought within the means of all classes of traders, 
Mr. W. H. Twentyman proposed, That,, instead of a fixed* 
sum of fifty rupees, the donation upon admittance to the 
Society, the sum be left to the discretion of the party wish- 
ing to become a member. 

This amendment having been seconded by Mr. Jacobs, 
was put to the vote, but lost by a considerable majority. 

The original motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. G. Parbury,said that as the meeting h^d disposed of 
the last question, he whould beg to propose the next Reso- 
lution, which was seconded by Mr. P. Palmer, and carried 
unanimously : ^ 

Resolution IX. — “ That a monthly subscription of six sicca 
rupees towards the aforsaid funds be levied from each mem- 
ber, to be paid on presentation of a receipt signed by tlie 
Treasurer and Secretary.” 

Mr. W. H. Twentyman proposed the next resolution, 
which was to the following effect : 

Resolution X. — ^‘That the meetings of the Committee be 
held as fre{|uently as to the members may seem requisite for 
the welfare of tlie Association.” 

This Resolution was seconded by Mr. Jacobs, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. A. Rogers proposed 

Resolution XI. — “ That the Committee be requested to form 
a Sub-Committee, consisting of as many members as to them 
may seem adequate for the purpose of framing a code of 
regulations for the government of the Association, founded 
upon the propositions carried at the present meeting.” 

The above Resolution was seconded by. Mr. Twentyman 
and unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Hadow proposed 

Resolution XII. — That the Committee be authorised, upon 
application from an individual or firm, properly proposed 
and seconded, to proceed to ballot for his admission to the 
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Associatioii, and that if fleeted, sucli jiarty shall he cousi- 

i\vrt“(l a incinbfr.” 

This was secondtHi by Mr, John Unstiv and iwaimnomly 
carried. Mr, Twentyrnan proposed 

Resolution XIII. — ‘^Tliat a quarterly general meeting hv 
held on the first Monday of January, April, July and Octo- 
her, when a rc])ort of the progress of the Society, together 
with a statement of its funds, will be submitted for the infor- 
mation of the /nembers. 

Mr. W. Turner seconded tliis resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Burkinyoung said be had a resolution to propose, 
Muthout wliich, he considered, there would be no Association 
at all, and it was 

Resolution XIV. — ‘‘That all persons present who desire to 
become members of this Association, do forthwith enter 
their names as such in a book provided for the purpose, 
which will remain open at the office of the secretary for 
the reception of names to the end of the present week, and 
that no one whose name is not entered previous to six o’clock 
on the evening of Saturday next, the 10th July, can be ad- 
mitted without ballot.” 

The above Resolution was seconded by Mr. Allardice 
and carried unanimously. 

It was next proposed by Mr. George Parbury and second- 
ed by Mr. R. S. Thompson : 

Resolution. XV. — “ That the thanks of this Meeting be 
voted to Messrs. Mackenzie, Lyall and Co. for having most 
obligingly allowed the meeting to be held in their rooms.” — 
Carried unanimously. 

It was next moved by Mr. R. S. Thomson and seconded 
by Mr. Twentyrnan : 

Resolution XVI. — “ That Mr, C. S. Hadow is entitled to 
the thanks of this meeting for his kindness in undertaking 
the duties of Secretary and for the great zeal he has 
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evinced in the establishment of the ^ Calcutta Trade Associ- 
tiation/ ” 

The Chairman having dismissed the meeting, it was pro- 
posed by Mr. Dykes, seconded by Mr. Rogers, and carried 
unanimously : 

Resolution XVII. — ‘‘That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to Mr. S. Smith for his able conduct in the Chair.” 

The first meeting of the Committee appointed at this public 
meeting was held at the house of Mr. S. Sipith, the Pre- 
sident, at 8 A. M. of the 17th July, and the first object of 
the Committee was to draw up a code of regulations and 
appoint officers. The officers appointed in addition to those 
ejected at the public meeting, were tiongueville Clarke, Esq. 
Standing Counsel ; W. Smith, Esq., Solicitor; Mr. G. H. 
Pool, Assistant Secretary and Agent for the recovery of 
debts, subject to the jurisdiction of the Petty Court. 

Mr. C. S. Hadow and Mr. R. Scott Thomson were 
appointed a Sub-Committee to draw up a code of rules. 

The rules prepared by this Sub-Committee were approved 
Appendix 1 to 15 General Committee on the 21 st August, 

1830: submitted to the Counsel of the Asso- 
ciation ; and, by the assent of a general meeting held at the 
office of Messrs. Leyburn and Co., on the 23rd August, 
1830, were made the rules of the Association. They were 
printed, together with the rules for the reading room and 
the regulations for the Savings’ Bank in 1832, and were 
revised in 1836. 

The Trade Association being now fairly established, the 
Committee at once turned their attention to th^ objects for 
which it was instituted, and in order that no misapprehen- 
sion should arise in relation to it, an explanatory letter was 
sent to the principal members of the Civil and Military 
services, as well as to all the principal Merchants and Agents 
in India, soliciting their approval and support. 


D 
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The Patronage of the Right Hon. Lord William Ben- 
•Appondii A. & B. Governor General of India, and of the 

liases 16 to 26 . Judges of the Supreme Court was then soli- 
cited. that of the Governor General was readily granted, 
but the Judges for official reasons declined; in so doing 
however, they expressed their high approval of the objects 
of the Association. 

The Association at various periods, endeavoured to obtain 
Mofussil Agents, but in consequence of an impression on 
the minds of Mofussil Tradesmen, that it would materially 
injure their interests, they, with one exception, declined the 
office. 

Various means have been adopted by your Committee for 
the purpose of obtaining a correct list of arrivals at, and 
departures from Calcutta, both Inland and Seaward, and as 
various have been the obstructions to the perfect accom- 
plishment of this object. 

The first Quarterly meeting of the Association was held 
at the house of Mr. S. Smith on the 4th of October, 1830, 
at which meeting it was determined that the General 
Meetings should take place every month. [Both quarterly and 
monthly General Meetings, have fallen into disuse, owing to 
the non-attendance of members, arising, in some measure, 
out of the difficulty in fixing a time convenient to all, and in 
order to determine which, the hour of meeting has undergone 
frequent changes, and has resulted in a return to the original 
plan of meeting every Saturday morning at 9 o’clock.] 

At the General Meeting of the 1st of November 1830, it 
was concluded that in respect of the objects as laid down in 
the proceedings of the 5th of July 1830, all that could be 
done had been accomplished; the advantages derived by the 
public arid the trade from the establishment of the Associ- 
ation became manifest by the check which it gave to indis- 
criminate credit. 

The 3rd object of the Association, that of encouraging a 
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friendly intercourse amongst persons engaged in business 
has been successfully accomplished ; your Committee are • 
happy to state, that the erroneous views which existed for 
some time after the establishment of the Association 20 years 
ago, and which necessarily exercised some prejudicial influ- 
ence, have gradually yielded to more liberal sentiments and 
feelings, and it is hoped that the time is not far distant 
when the Trade Association will include amongst its mem- 
bers every Tradesman in Calcutta. 

The members of the Association have been very fluctu- 
ating, a circumstance principally attributable to the fact 
that they are, with few exceptions, persons who are only 
sojourners in this land. 

The first question that engaged the attention of the Asso- 
Appcndix c. ciation, as particularly concerning its members, 
pp. to 45. Military Courts of Award : these 

Courts were long a source of annoyance and disappointment ; 
the want of strictly defined and equitable Rules, was the 
cause of the rejection of a vast amount of just claims, and 
the revised Rules published in 1847-48, although they place 
the creditor in a somewhat better position, do^not exactly 
meet all that is requisite. 

The Association throughout the period of its existence, 
has never lost sight of the objects for which it was prima- 
rily established, and every successive committee has endea- 
voured to devise means for the better securing the interests 
of the Tradesmen. A defect still exists however in the 
non-adoption of those wholesome Rules which prevail in 
Crown Colonies of Public Notice regarding the departure 
of persons, and which being withheld from India, occasions 
a considerable amount of loss to the members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

The Association has from its commencement, steadily kept 
in view the importance of attending to objects having for 
their result the general benefit of the Public. 
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The Association directed its attention in November 1830, 

► to the adoption pf measures by which the number of appli- 
cations of Private and Public Charity might be diminished, 
and as one means, endeavoured to establish a Savings Bank. 
Rules were prepared and the names of a few contributors 
were registered ; the general disposition however of the 
great majority of persons to live up to the full] extent of 
their income, prevented that suppor'l necessary to the accom- 
plishment of tjie undertaking; but the government having in 
1833 established a Savings’ Bank, rendered any further effort 
on the part of the Association unnecessary; and as the 
object which the Association had in view was accomplished 
in the most satisfactory way, they have only to rejoice that 
they were the pioneers of so admirable an institution. 

Another means by which they hoped to diminish the call 
on Private and Public Charity, was the establishment of a 
Widows* Fund, but the same baneful influences, which 
impeded the working of the Savings’ Bank operated against 
it also ; and after many fruitless efforts it was abandoned, in 
the hope that a time would arrive, when the poor and 
middling classes of the community would better understand 
their own interests. 

The circumstances under which many persons had applied 
for the benefit of the Insolvent Act, induced the Association 
to try and devise some means, by which such characters 
might be generally and effectually opposed. The expenses 
involved in an opposition were formerly extremely heavy, 
and the result in the majority of cases, any thing but such 
as was calculated to produce the warning desired, the 
Association therefore instructed their counsel, through their 
attorney, to prepare a Memorial to the Commissioner of 
the Insolvent Court on the subject of mitigated costs 
of opposition; the new Insolvent Act has provided for the 
payment of these costs out of the Insolvent’s estate, un- 
less such opposition shall be proved to be frivolous and 
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vexatious, and creditors now have an excellent means of 
checking dishonesty, if they look after th^r debtors. 

Several propositions have been made to remodel the 
Association, in order to bring it more within the sphere of 
the public, but the members generally were averse to depart 
so far from the original purposes for wdnch the Association 
was established, or to alter its laws and regulations so as to 
fit it for the general resort of the public as members, never- 
theless as a body. they have always and at ajl times enter- 
tained subjects of general benefit to the public. There was 
an apprehension, that by widening the sphere of the Asso- 
ciation in its constitution, tlie puj’poses for which it was 
established would be lost sight of: this impression, whether 
well founded or not, has no doubt been the cause of the 
Association not having advanced to that position which it 
otherwise might have attained. 

The head officer of the Association was up to February 
1831 designated President, but it was then considered that 
Master would be more in unison with the practice which 
obtained in similar bodies in Europe, and was consequently 
adopted: the first President of the Association was Mr. S. 
Smith, Proprietor and Editor of the Hurkura Newspaper, 
and in 1850, out of respect to him as the original President 
and first Master of the Association, he was unanimously 
requested to accept the office of Permanent President of 
the Association, with functions not interfering with the 
duties of the Master; some addition was made to the Regu- 
lations and Bye Laws of the Association to meet this 
appointment. 

When the Association was first established, tne members 
were divided into grades of Senior Masters, Junior Masters, 
Fellows, Foremen and Apprentices, with a scale of contribu- 
tions. Those who w ere elected to be Senior Masters paid 10 
Rupees per month, Junior Master 8 Rupees per month, 
Fellows 6 Rupees per month, Foremen i Rupees per month ; 
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but in December 1S31, all these distinctions were abolished, 
and on tbe 2kli^of March 1832 the subscription was fixed 
at six Rupees per month: it was reduced in 1842 to three 
Rupees per month, in the hope that this would induce more 
Tradesmen to join the Association, but it had not the desir- 
ed effect, and the income of the Association falling short of 
the expenditure, the subeription was raised to five Rupees 
per month in 1847, at which rate it continues to this day. 

In 1831 a jCorresponding Committee was established in 
London, composed of members of the Association, who had 
retired from India, and during Mr. Alexander Rogers’ resi- 
dence in England, some good was effected by it : it existed 
in co-operation with the Association from 1836 to 1840. 
Retired members are now the occasional correspondents 
with the. Association. 

The third object of the Association was considered to 
have been violated by one of the members in November 
1831, and the subject was laid before the Association, but 
the existing state of the Law and the practice of Police 
Magistrates, when legislating between Master and Work- 
men, presented so many dificulties, that no satisfactory result 
could be arrived at: but this important subject has ever 
since engaged the occasional attention of the Association, 
and a Draft Act for Master and Workmen was submit- 
ted with a Memorial to the Government of Bengal on 

AppeiidiK AA. ^he 8 1st January 184(), but without effecting 
pp. 28U to 293. beneficial alteration. 

The library and reading rooms were for some considera- 
ble time kl‘pt ii}), and considerable efforts were made to 
continue them, but they were finally discontinued in May, 
1840; considerable purchases of Books were made and some 
valuable presentations received: amongst the latter there 
was presented by 

S Smith. The Calcutta Magazine from its commencement 

to date, 7 Vols. 

C. S. Hadow. Plan of the town of Madras, Map of the 
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Burmese Empire, Genealogical Chart of the Kings and 
Queens of England. 

A. Rogers. A Map of India. 

R. S. Thomson. A Map of Edinburgh. 

D. Mills. Map of the Orkneys and West of Scotland. 

Dr. Bowring, by his Agents. A complete series of the 
Westminister Review. 

J. P. Parker. Map of England, Park’s Chemical Chatechism, 
Notices relative to China and some Pamphlets. 

S. Smith. A silver Seal elegantly engraved. 

Jas. Prinsep. Copy of his Useful Tables. 

Dr. Bowririg. A complete copy of Jeremy Bentham’s Works. 

Secy. Board of Customs — Transit Duties. 

Purchased. Piggot’s Directory, 4 Vols. 

J. Muller. Copy of his Indian Tables. 

Ml- Crawford. Copy of Scotch Magazine on Indian Affairs. 

Steam Committee. Dr. Lardner’s Work on Steam Navigation 
between India and England. 

Dr. Wallich. 10 Copies Mr. Bruce’s Account of the Manu- 
facture of Black Tea in Assam. 


Mr. Hamerton. Copy of Nicholls’ Tradesman’s Assistant. 
Govt, of Bengal. Copy of Fever Hospital and Municipal 
Committee's Report. 

The state of the Government Banghy and Post Office 


Appendix D. 
4tj to 68. 


engaged the attention of the Association, and 
a Memorial was forwarded to Government on 


the subject in April 18th3, which was signed, by all the 
Merchants and Agents of Calcutta. A reply was received 
to this on the 2nd June 1882, from the Secretary to the 
Gov. General, requesting that the Memorial might be sent in 
the first instance for the consideration of the Honble. the 


Vice-Presidents in Council. On the 7th August a reply 
was received from the Secretary to Govt. General Depart- 
ment, declining to grant the prayer: on the 23rd May 1835 
an application was made to the Post Office Commissioners 
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on the same subject : in August anti October 1849, and 
July, August and September 1850, postal reform was dis- 
* cussed, and a SiA-Committee appointed to take the subject 
into consideration: the report of this Committee was for- 
warded to the Commissioner for Post Office enquiry on the 
16th September 1850. 

In September I83i^, the Court of Requests, as to its man- 
AppendixE. ricr of conducting business and the extension 
6S to 83. its jurisdiction was broughtunder discussion, 

but it was not until November 1838, 'that any thing was 
definitely settled, and in December of the same year, a 
memorial was sent in to the Government of Bengal. In 
January 1841 the subject was again agitated, and a letter 
forwarded, praying a reduction in the number of holidays, 
which was granted. In January 1845, another memorial was 
forwarded to the Government of Bengal, praying an extension 
of the Jurisdiction of the Court, and in April 1847, draft 
copies of a new Act for the establishment of the Small 
Cause Court were received from Government, which com- 
manded the serious consideration of the Committee of the 
Association. In March 1848, a letter was addressed to the 
Commissioners of the Petty Court, and on the 8th April 1848 
a memorial was sent in to Government: a reply was solicited 
in September, and was received in December, informing the 
Association that the question had been referred to the Court 
of Directors. In October 1849, a furthur reply w as received 
from Govt, on the subject, and the Small Cause Court Act 
made its appearance. 

In March 1833 the Association entertained a proposition 
from Mr. Murray for the 'establishment of an office for 
the Registry of domestic servants, but for want of support 
from the Public it was not established. 

4 

In July 1833 the Association subscribed 1,150 Rupees 
Appendix F. ibe Steam Fund for communication with 
84 to 94. England: this was irrespective of individual 
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subscriptions^ several members having taken a great number 
of shares: in January 1844 ^ petitions were i^nt to the Board 
of Control, the Court of Directors, the Governor General 
of India, and the Deputy Governor of Bengal, on the 
subject. 

Various propositions were received in 1833, for the estab- 
lishment of a River Insurance Company, but the committee 
considered it advisable that the Association decline proprie- 
torship. 

In November 1833, a memorial praying fpr greater 
. ^ facility in making remittances from the Mof- 

95 to 98. fussil was prepared ^and discussed, and in 
March 1835 was forwarded to Government: a reply was 
received declining to afford greater facility than was then 
available. 

On 22d February 1834, a letter was received from the 
Master Attendant requesting the opinion of the Association 
as to the usefulness of the semaphores, and a reply was 
sent strongly advocating their continuance. 

In March 1834 the Committee received from David Mac- 


Appendix H. farlane Esq. Chief Magistrate of Calcutta, a 
p. 98 to 169. Pamphlet on the Conservancy of Calcutta, 
which immediately engaged the serious attention of the 
Association, and in April following a letter of thanks was 
forwarded to that gentleman. On the 12th of April Messrs. 
Kyd; 'Thacker; F. Burkinyoung; Jessop; J. P. Parker; 
S. Smith ; and the officers of the Association, were appointed 
a Sub-Committee for the purpose of considering, and re- 
porting on the subject. * 

It does not however appear that the appointment of this 
Committee resulted in any thing satisfactory. In 1835 n 
Municipal and Fever Hospital Committee was appointed by 
Government, and Mr. R. S. Thomson, the Senior Warden 
of the Association, and A. Rogers, Past Master^ were . ap- 
pointed membeits. 


£ 
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In April 1837, a letter was addressed by the Municipal 
Committee to the Association for a Plan of Municipal 
Government. In May and June letters were addressed to 
the Secretary, Municipal Committee, with a statement on 
Municipal affairs; and in June following a resolution was 
passed to the effectt that the members do devote a portion 
of their time to the fulfilment of any public duties which 
they might be called upon to perform in connection with the 
Municipal Goj^eriiment of the Town of Calcutta. 

In April 1840, the presentation of a Memorial to Govern- 
ment on municipal affairs was discussed. 

In June 1840, a Pamphlet on Municipal affairs was re- 
ceived from Mr. D. Macfarlane, Chief Magistrate, and on the 
27th June 1840, a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
S. Smith, R. S. Thomson, J. M. Vos, R. J. Lattey, R. C. 
Lepage, H. Woolaston, W. J. Twentyman, and the officers 
of the Association ex-officio, was appointed to report on it. 

The Committee continued till April 1841, during which 
period considerable correspondence took place, and to the 
Draft Municipal Act No. XXIV. of 1840 the Association 
took objections. 

In November 1846, a letter was received from the Secre- 
tary to Government, forwarding Draft Acts for the opinion 
and remarks of the Association, to which a reply was 
forwarded in December following. The Committee en- 
gaged in the preparation of a Scheme to be submitted to 
the meeting at the Town Hall convened by the Sheriff in 
October 1847, and a letter was forwarded to Government 
in November, with the Scheme appended. In September 
1849, a Memorial was submitted to Government, pointing out 
the difficulties attending the carriage-tax, and praying its 
repeal, and in lieu thereof recommending that the Assess- 
ment be raised from 5, to 6 or 7| per cent. 

In March 1850 a Special Committee was appointed, con- 
jsisting of Messrs. J. Pittaif Smith, H. Burkinyoun/;, 
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R. €. Lepage> and J. Muller^ for the purpose of preparing 
a Memorial to the Governor General on the subject, and for 
arranging preliminaries for waiting on l\is Lordship by 
Deputation, with a Plan of a Town Council, and a scheme 
foj^raising funds for carrying out the recommendation of the 
Municipal Committee of 1835, for the better drainage of 
Calcutta, either on the Plan of Colonel Forbes, or with such 
modification as might be deemed advisable. 

On the 28th of March 1850, the members o^f the Associa- 
tion waited on the Governor General with the Memorial and 
Papers on Municipal Reform ; they were received graciously, 
and every thing that they could wish, was promised. In 
January 1851 a letter was addresse'ci to the Under Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, taking strong objections to 
the proposed revised Municipal Act, but no satisfactory 
Jesuit was obtained. 

In March 1834, the Chamber of Commerce applied to the 
Trade Association to know if any of the members wished 
to join the Chamber : they declined the honor, but stated 
that they would be most happy to join them in any measure 
of public utility, 

A circular was sent round on the l8th June 1836 with a 
view to induce the mercantile and trading community to join 
either the Chamber of Commerce, or the Trade Association. 

In May 1834, Dr. Jackson submitted to the Association a 
Appendix I. of lb® ground for erecting a new meat 

pp. 170 to 176. ggjj bazar at the corner of Dhurrumtolloh 

and Chowringhee street, but the Association were desirous 
of having a plan in a more matured shape, and were of opi- 
nion that if it were made a joint stock company and divided 
into small shares, it would be more likely to succeed, as the 
interest in its welfare, irrespective of the benefits, would 
more extended. On the 5th of July it was proposed arid 
agreed that it should be divided into shares of 200 Rupees 
each. The plan having been submitted by Dr, Jackson, 
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the Commktee were desirous of assisting Dr. Jackson in 
a scheme calculated to benefit the community at large* 

Dr. Jackson having agreed to this, the Committee report- 
ed on the 9th of August that the shares were fast filling up. 

Dr. Jackson however announced in the Courier of the^th 
of September, that he had abandoned the sharehold scheme, 
a difference of opinion having arisen in the Bazar Committee 
as to the value of the ground, in consequence of which 
Dr. Jackson withdrew; it was then agitated by the committee 
of the Association whether it would not be advisible to obtain 
from Government a grant of ground for the erection of a 
Bazar: the plan of a new Bazar, or the improvement of 
Isome of the old ones 'raised considerabe discussion, and 
in January 1835, a memorial to government was sent in, 
the reply to which was received on the 10th of February 
1835. 


In July 1834 the state of Vagrancy in Calcutta was dis- 
cussed, and the Committee put themselves in communication 
with the Central Committee on the subject, and continued 
their representations until June 1835. 

, In July 1834 the crowded state of the ghauts, and the 
Appendix J. insecurity of life and property bn the river, 
pp. 176 to 185. brought under consideration, and in 

March 1835, a memorial was forwarded to the Government of 
Bengal, on the river police, state of the ghauts, and insecu- 
rity of life and property, which resulted in much practical 
good. Amongst other improvements, the moorings of the 
Master Attendant’s vessel were moved, orders for more 


regular and less crowded moorings of ships at the ghauts, 
a|id better arrangements in regard to boats. 

In October 1834 the desirability of a law regulating 



^ apprenticeship was discussed, and on .the 
1^* 15th March 1835 a letter was addressed to 
^Magistrate bn the subject: on the S3d September 
Committee received a communication from J. C. C. 
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Sutherland, Secretary to the ludito Law Commission, calling 
for information on the subject, to which the Committee 
replied on the 30th December 1843. 

In November 1846, a letter was received from the Under 
Sectary of Government, Mr. A. R. Young, forwarding copy 
of 1ft)raft Act concerning the binding of apprentices, with a 
request from his Honor the Deputy Governor of Bengal, 
that the Association would favor him with their opinions 
and observations on its provisions, to which the Committee 
replied on the 19th becember, and on the 11th April 1850, 
Act No. XIX of 1850, concerning the binding of apprentices, 
was passed. 

In November 1834 the propriety df undertaking the arbi- 

Appondix tration of claims and the trusteeship of pro- 
pp. 14 and 16. perty assigned for the compromising of debts, 
was discussed, and Rules for this purpose were prepared 
and passed on the 13th June 1835, together with a letter 
of agreement, which will be found in the Appendix: few 
have availed themselves of the Committee of Arbitration, 
but several have taken advantage of the Trusteeship, and 
the Association has been instrumental in relieving some 
few from theii^^ debts in the least expensive and public 
manner, and to the satisfaction of both debtor and creditor. 

On the 2nd December 1834, a memorial was addressed 

Appendix Governor General, setting forth the 

pp, ft to 22. objects of the Trade Association, and praying 
to be recognized as a Public Body, with authority to ad- 
dress the Government when they desired, and had sufficient 
and reasonable cause for so doing, which prayer Was granted 
so far as his Lordship had the power, on the 29th Decem- 
ber 1834. 

In February 1835, on the occasion of the departure of 
Appendix L. Right Honorable Lord William Cavendish 
pp. 198 to 200. Bentick, G. C. B. for England, the Associa- 
tion presented him with an Address, to which his Lordship 
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most graciously replied : to this reply the attention of every 
Tradesman in Calcutta is called^ and it is to be hoped that 
the opinion expressed in the fourth para, will not be lost 
sight of at this 'important juncture. 

In February the almost exclusive duty levied in Bcg- 
Appendix M. Sugar and other staple produce oTln- 

pp. -^00 to 206. brought under the consideration of the 

Association, and on the 9th April 1835, a Petition to Parlia- 
ment on the subject was forwarded to Mr. Crawford, with 
a letter of credit to cover any expense which might be in- 
curred : the London Merchants however took up the sub- 
ject so warmly, that they had 1000 copies of the Petition 
printed, and Mr. Crawford returned the letter of credit 
with a very handsome acknowledgment. The petition had 
its modicum of influence on the subsequent equalization of 
the duties on East and West India produce. 

On the 14th February 1835, a representation was sent 
Appendix N. Secretary to the Customs Committee, 

pp. 206 to 211. pointing out the changes which it would be 
necessary to effect in that Department, in order to facili- 
tate business, and remove serious impedim^ts to the pro- 
gress of mercantile transactions. This representation was 
attended with beneficial results. In 1850, a memorial was 
forwarded to the most noble the Governor General of In- 
dia, seeking relief from the heavy impost to whicji the Mer- 
chant Trader was subjected by the monopoly of the i;ecord 
of the daily Imports and Exports of Calcutta by two of the 
head officers of the Custom house, and praying that his 
Lordship « would adopt such measures as would at once give 
a negative to the right of any public officer using public 
records for private gain. To this a reply was received on 
the SOtli Nov. stating that the memorial had been at once 
forwarded to the Deputy Governor for report. The mono- 
poly was subsequently removed. 

In July 18.35, Trial by Jury in -Civil Cases was brought 
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Appendix 0. Under consideration, and in April 1836, a me- 
p. 212 to 219. mbrial was forwarded to Government, praying 
for Trial by Jury in Civil Cases, to which Petition the Com- 
mittee received, on the 4 th June, a reply, forwarding a copy 
of the answer of Government to the address of Mr. Cockerell, 
in answer to the Petition of the inhabitants of. Calcutta upon 
the same subject. The measure advocated has, as you are 
aware, never been carried out. 

On the 29th of July 1835, a memorial was forwarded to 
Appendix P. Government, praying a reconsideration of the 
p, 219 to 228. regulations for rescinding Section II. of Re- 
gulation V. of 1830. With reference to this memorial a 
reply was received on the 3d of Aifgust 1835, proposing a 
measure by which the objects of the Association might be 
met without disturbing the Act of rescindment, and again 
on the 15th November 1835, the Government addressed 
the Association on the subject, forwarding copy of a com- 
munication addressed to Messrs Nowell and Co. and other 


Indigo Planters of the district of Sarun and Tirhoot. This 
communication was ordered to be put on record, but it does 
not appear that it was ever replied to; the result however 
was Act X. dated April 11th 1836, providing that Ryuts 
engaged to cultivate Indigo plant evading their contract^ 
should be punished with fine to the extent of loss. 

In October 1835 the qualifications of Jurymen were 
brought under discussion, and 350 names were added by 
the Committee to the Petty Jury list. 

In December 1835, the proposed change in the currency 
Appendix Q. . ^as brought under discussion, and a«resolutior 
p. 229 to 240. passed, that all debts due and contracted or 
or before the 1st of May 1836, be paid in Sicca Rupees, oi 
their equivalent in Company’s Rupees. That from anc 
after the Ist of May 1886, all transactions be made anc 
payment received in Company’s Rupees. 

In August 1840, a letter was addressed to Mr., Morley 
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the Accountant General, on the subject of the Copper 
Currency, recommending the coinage of | and 1 Pyce as 
more, consistent with the Bengalee Division of accounts ; 
and in reply to this, the Accountant General requested the 
favor of the Master calling at his Office, when conveiyent, 
for the purpose of commilnicating the purport of the reply 
from Government, and further to discuss the propositions, 
before submitting them for the consideration of superior 
authority. This interview was followed up by further letters 
to Mr. Morley ; to which a reply was received, declining to 
recommend the proposed change, and on receipt of this, 
a letter was forwarded, with copies of the correspondence 
on the subject, to G. A*. Bushby, Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, in thfe Financial Department, from whom a 
reply was received to the effect, that the Government, de- 
clined making any changes in the Copper Currency, in con- 
sequence of the advantage which was always taken on such 
occasions, by shroffs, to disturb the circulation. 

The Association are again agitating the question and 
propose memoralizing the Government of India for a larger 
coinage of half anna pieces, and a coinage of half and 
quarter pyce, as well as the one third of a pice or pie piece. 
In March 1836, the charge of the shroffs for changing 
Appendix R. rup^es into pyce became so exorbitant, that 
pp. 241 to 247. Association proposed opening Shops for 
changing rupees into pyce at par, provided the Govern- 
ment would supply them with a sufficient quantity of pyce 
to meet the demand, and on the S6th of March, Shops were 
opened, and 1 ,300 Rs. worth of pyce were daily exchanged, 
the difference however, in many of the bags received from 
the mint, between the number stated to be contained in 
them, and the actual number found, was so great, that when 
added to the expense incurred in paying Poddars and other 
servantS|PeCessary for the Establishment, that the Associa- 
tion dee;^§d it expedient to represent the case to the Mint 
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authorities, but finding no redress there, which did not in- 
volve a greater expense and considerable loss of time, 
applicatidn was made to the^Grovernment, for an allowance 
for the payment of the Establishment, amounting to about 
31 0 Rs. per month, this the Government declined, and as it 
appeared to the Association the Government were indifferent 
to the evils with which they had afilicted the public by its 
measures with reference to the Copper Currency, the Asso- 
ciation closed their Shops; this had the desired effect : the 
Government were compelled to open Shops of tlieir own by 
licensing Pocldars and allowing them ^ a pyce on each rupee’s 
worth of Copper Coin. 

At a Meeting.of certain Members 8f the Committee of the 
Trade" Association in 1836, it was agreed that both these 
bodies should unite in means to establish a uniform system 
of weights and measures, as well as one currency and one 
rate of discount, to which effect resolutions were carried 
unanimously at a Meeting of Merchants, Agents, and 
Tradesmen, held at the Exchange on the 11th of May, 1836. 

The many changes which took place in the mercantile 
community subsequent to this period, the want of uniformity 
of practice in regard to weights and measures, tended to 
frustrate the accomplishment of a measure fraught with 
so much benefit, and the old and confusing practice of Sicca 
Rupees, Current Rupees, the Factory Maund, and Bazaar 
Maund continues to prevail in all mercantile transactions to 
this day. The Trade Association have taken up the subject 
again, and propose moving the Chamber of Commerce for 
the purpose of adopting a universal practice of aising no- 
tiling but the Indian Mun, and Company’s Rupees in all 
transactions, • 

In December 1836, the Association received a communi- 
cation from Mr. Crawford, forwarding copy of a paper given 
into the Committee of the House of Commons on the 
Bengal Salt Monopoly, the subject engaged the attention 

F 
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of the Association^ but it was considered one fraught With 
. such important consequences to the Revenue of India/ that 
it had better be left for fiirtnur consideration, wljen the 
discussion on the renewal of the Charter in 1851, should 
commence. 

In February 1837, enquiry was made of the Registrar of 
the Supreme Court, as to the time of payment of divi- 
dends being made on estates, administered to by the 
Gcclesiastiqal Registrar. 

The Master having communicated with the Registrar on 
the subject, he entered fully into the views explained by the 
Master,* and gave assurances that the suggestions on this 
subject should be attended to. 

In March 1837, the removal of the Government Steam 
Boats to Kidderpore, was contemplated, and as this would 
oblige Shippers, to send their goods there for shipment, a 
letter was addressed to Government on the subject, to which 
a satisfactory reply was received, and the removal prevented. 

In July 1837, a letter was addressed to the Comptroller of 
Government Steam Vessels, complaining of the serious dis- 
appointments experienced, in consequence of the frequent 
occurrences of goods being shut out of the Government 
Steam Boats for want of room. 

In November 1837, a proposition was submitted by Mr. 
Suwercrop for estaiblishing Inland Steam communication in 
this country, upon a scale sufficient to meet the great de- 
mand for the transmission of goods and passengers to the 
upper provinces, and after due consideration of the measure, 
it was recolved to support individually and collectively, any 
well arranged plan for the accomplishment of this desirable 
object. 


^ submitted to Captain Johnston, 

^om^H^r of Government Steamers, for the purpose of regu- 
latinJH^mode of procuring Freight in the river steamers, 
ohnstone called upon the Secretary, and expressed 
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his readin«Bs to meet the views of the Association in every 
way in his powi^r^ and proposed meeting the Committee on 
the first convenient opportunity, and did in accordance there- 
with, meet on the 21st of July 1838, when it was arranged, 
in consequence of Captain Johnston’s statements, that the 
auction system of procuring freight should continue, in the 
hope that the then high rate would diminish very speedily. 

In August 1838, a scheme for establishing a River Steam 
Navigation Joint Stock Company, drawn up by Messrs. 
Eglinton McClure and Co. was ^submitted by Mr. R. S. 
Thomson. 

In April 1841, a letter was addressed to the Comptroller of 
Government Steamers on the subject of a notice issued from 
the Marine Board office, in July 1837, fixing the weight of 
a cubic foot at 351b and in the present month at 241b, to 
this a reply was received, which induced the committee to 
address, on the 17th May, 1841, a letter to Captain Johnston, 
pointing out the very high rate of freight to which low 
valued articles were subjected, consequent on the adoption 
of 241b to the cubic foot. 

In consequence of the bight rate of Freight, and the anoy- 
ances and disappointments to which members had been put 
in regard to their packages, the Establishment of an Inland 
Steam Navigation Company was at several meetings dis- 
cussed, with a view of inducing capitalists to enter on the 
speculation of a Joint Stock Company; about this time the 
India General Steam Navigation Company, and the Ganges 
Company started, and put an end to the necessity for further 
discussion by the Committee of the Trade Association. 

In July 1838, endeavours were made to establish a Club 
house a-t Dargeeling, to which Members of the Association 
might resort when requiring change of climate in conse- 
quence of indisposition, but such a decided preference for 
Europe was manifested, that the object was abandoned. 

The Establishment of a Cossid B^angby Company, was dis- 
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cussed in October 1838, and in May fallowing a printed 
plan for a Mqfugsil Cossid Conveyance was brought forward, 
and strongly recommended to the favorable consideration of 
the Association, but for want of support it was abandoned. 

In May 1839, a letter was addressed to the Secretary to 
the Government of India, in the general department, suggest- 
ing measures by which Military Officers might be prevent- 
ed from resorting to the Insolvent Court in order to relieve 
themselves of their liabilities, and whicji would prevent the 
continued withdrawal of Officers at various periods from their 
duties. The Government however declined entertaining 
the proposition, and officers were left to the remedy of the 
Insolvent. Court, and the public service to the deprivation of 
their services. 

* Considerable inconvenience having been experienced from 
a want of uniformity in the observance of native holidays, 
a letter was addressed to the Chamber of Commerce in April 
1839, proposing a mutual arrangement to define and estab- 
lish, what days should be consideredf as native holidays, 
this with a view to such days only being allowed to their res- 
pective establishments, in order to prevent the inconvenience 
to commerce and trade which existed by different public, as 
well as private Establishments in Calcutta, keeping different 
holidays, the Chamber in reply recommended the observance 
of the same Holidays as the General Treasury. 

Id October and November 1819, the subject was again 
brought under discussion, and a list of native holidays, 
to be observed Tby men of business, submitted to the com- 
mittee — the question is still unsettled, but the irregularity 
that hitherto existed has in a great measure abated. 

In April 1839, the entrance fee of 50 Rupees, paid by 
persons on their becoming members of the Trade Assojciation, 
was abolished — the propriety however of establishing an 
entrjance fee of smaller amount, has again been brought under 

iSfei&leration. 
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In April 1839, communications were received from Mr. A. 
Appendix s Rogers, chairman of the London Correspond-, 
p. 247 to 252. {j^g Committee, on the cultivation of tea and 
flax : their growth and export, as also the export of oil seeds 
and the method of tightening oil casks. 

In April 1839, a communication was received from Mr. 
MacFarlane, Chief Magistrate, on the frequent occurrence of 
robberies by coolies; and after considerable correspondence 
it was agreed that it would be advisable to hav^e all Coolies, 
Hackeries, and Bhurs registered. 

In June 1839, arrangements were made with Mr. Mendes 
for the regular publication of a Trade List, at a cost of 300 
Rs. per month, to contain all information necessai^y and im- 
portant to men of business. As long as this list continued to 
be published. Houses of Agency were allowed to be cither 
Members of the Association, or Subscribers to the List. 


Some alterations were made in the agreement in November 
1839, by which each member was to be supplied with a copy 
at a cost of 8 Rupees per month. 

In June 1840, in consequence of the very great deficiency 
of the information supplied by the Trades List, it was resolv- 
ed that it should cease, so far*as the Trade Association was 


concerned, on the 31st of July. 

In October 1839, a case of a protested Treasury Bill for 
£200 was submitted to^the Trade Association for its opinion 
as to the liability of the seller. The Committee after due 
consideration of the subject, decided that the seller was liable 
fpr the original amount paid, with 25 per cent, damages. 

In January 1840, the case was reported to the •Association 
as having been settled by payment of 25 per cent, damages, 
and interest at 10 per cent, from the day of demand, based 
on the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, the Trade 
Association ; the Counsel for the holder and the legal advi- 
sers of the opposing parties. 

. In February 1840, the difficulties and delay iii obtaining 
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from the General Treasury, the interest due 
on Government Promissory Notes was brought 
under discussion. The Master and Past Master had an in- 
terview with the Accountant General on the subject, which 
resulted in a letter addressed to the Accountant General, 
dated the 9th March 1840, in reply to which the Accountant 
General requested the Master to call at his office, in order to 
discuss the subject ; the result of this interwiew was com- 
municated to the Association, when it was resolved that 
♦ ^ 

another letter should be addressed to the Accountant Gen- 
eral, which was forwarded on the 9th of March 184'0, to which 
a reply was received on the 31st of August 1840, in which it 
was stated that the Government had acceded to the r§quest of 
the Accountant General, granting an increase of Establish- 
ment for the purpose of meeting the wishes of the Associa- 
tion. The evils however complained of still existing, a me- 
morial was addressed to the Governor General in Council, to 
which a reply was received, promising a remedy. The 
memorial having been submitted by Government to the 
Accountant General for his report, the Trade Association 
was called upon to furnish the plans referred to in the me- 
morial, which were forwarded on the 16th of March 184S, 
since which the practice of granting receipts for Co.’s Paper, 
and greater facilities in obtaining interest drafts have 
been observed, although the Government declared the re- 
commendations of the Association in regard to the method 
proposed for the management of the interest branch of the 
Accountant General’s Office impracticable. 

In Februf.ry 1840, the subject of Attorneys’ Charges being 
Appendix u. made in Sicca Rupees, engaged the attention 
p. 269 to 271. Qf the Association, and in March following a 
memorial was presented to the Honble Sir Edward Ryan, 
then Chief Justice, praying for an order of Court to re- 
gulate the charges of Attorneys in accordance with the Com- 
pany’s Rupee, to which a reply was received on the 1st of 
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April, stating that the Judges would take into their earliest 
consideration the best mode of regulating the law charges of 
Attorneys, but to this day no change has taken place, Attor- 
neys’ Bills continue to be made out in Sicca Rupees. 

In 1840, the sum of Co.’s Rs. 575 was forwarded as a 
subscription from the Trade Association to the Lying-in 
IIos2)ital. 

The subject of unclaimed dividends of Insolvent estates, 
engaged the attention of the Committee in J^ay, 1840, and 
the Master, Mr. Shearwood, and Past Master, Mr. Burkin- 
young, had an interview with the Counsel of the Association 
for the purpose of ascertaining the law of the case, and the 
most advisable steps to take in or3er to obtain their appro- 
priation. 

The Counsel and Solicitor of the Association attended 
the Committee on the ^3rd May, 1840, and communicated 
their sentiments on the subject, when it was resolved that 
the Secretary should write officially to Mr. Clarke, request- 
ing him to wait on the Chief Justice for the purpose of 
obtaining his Lordship’s opinion and sentiments as to the 
publication of a periodical list of all unclaimed dividends 
of Insolvent estates, and further requesting him to wait 
on the Hon’ble Sir Edward Ryan, Chief Justice, and the 
Honble Mr. Amos, Legislative Member of the Council of 
India, for the purpose of ascertaining their sentiments and 
opinion as to the practicability of. legislating for the appro- 
priation of unclaimed dividends to such purposes as may be 
deemed most equitable. 

In July 1840, the Council of the Association was re- 
quested to prepare a Memorial to the Chief Justice, praying 
for greater facilities in recovering dividends which had been 
paid into Court by the Official Asignee and the appropria- 
tion of unclaimed dividends : Mr. Clarke attended the Com- 
mittee and informed them of the difficulties which appeared 
to be in the way of legislating for the appropriation o£ 
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unclaimed dividends, and at the same time stated, that in 
Reference to the request of the Association to that effect, he 
had obtained an order of Court by which parties would be 
enabled to join in any number in one application for the 
payme nt of the dividends due from any one Insolvent 
estate, provided each claimant s demand did not exceed two 
hundred Rs. 

On the 18th of July, 1840, a letter was addressed to 
iippondix V. Clarke, pointing out the objects which they 

pp, 271 to 273. considered the Memorial to the Chief Justice 
should embrace, in respect of the appropriation of unclaimed 
dividends: the object however was gained through the 
representation of Mr. Clarke, and without the necessity of^a 
Memorial, by the passing of Act No. XXVII. of 1811, being 
an Act for appropriating the unclaimed dividends on Insol- 
vent estates. 

In January 1840, the Committee received a communica- 
tion from the Chamber of Commerce, stating that they had 
determined on Memorializing the Supreme Court, soliciting 
the interdiction of the Registrar and other officers of the 
Court from engaging in mercantile speculations. To this the 
Committee replied, that they were well disposed and would 
be most happy to join them, provided on being furnished 
with a Copy of the Memorial they should see no reason to 
dissent from its general tenor, but fo this letter no reply was 
ever received, the object however was accomplished by the 
passing of Act XV. of 1848. 

Some cases having been brought before the Committee in 
Appendix W. I July, 1841, having reference to the statute of 
pp. 273 to 278. limitations, the Counsel of the Association was 
applied to for his opinion as to the law of the statute of 
limitations, in reply to which the Committee were furnished- 
by 0r. Clarke with a valuable analysis, which will be found 
in^lBie appendix. 

SlfOctober 1841, the method of advertizing and conduct- 
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Api^ondix X. Sheriffs' Sales was brought under discussion, 
i>]>. 278 to 281. jg^j^ December a# Memorial was 

forwarded to the Chief Justice, praying for a more extended 
mode of advertisement, and the employment of professional 
persons as Auctioneers ; to this a reply Avas received on the 
2Sth of December, promising that measures should be 
adopted for carrying into effect, as far as practicable, tlic 
recommendation of the Trade Association. In September 
1S42, a letter was roceived fi’om the Chief Justice, recom- 
mending that the correspondence should be forwarded to 
the Law Commissioners, and on tlie 2drd of Movember 1812, 
a letter accompanied by all the dociyiicnts, was forwarded 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to which a 
reply was received on the 18th of January 1813, stating, that 
bis honor tlie Deputy Governor did not consider the subject 
of sufficient importance to justify a legislative enactment. 

In April 1842, the state of the Police was brought under 
discussion, and it was resolved to address a memorial to the 
Government on the subject. In the course of inquiry, it was 
ascertained that the state of the Police was under the con- 
sideration of the Law Commissioners : the question was 
therefore postponed. 

In February 1815, a letter was received from*the Secretary 
Appendix V. ^he Police Committee, annexing extracts of a 
}»}>. to -85. from the Secretary to the Government in 

the Judicial Department, and sUiting that the Committee 
would be glad to be favored with such suggestions as might 
occur to the members of the Association. A reply was for- 
warded on the fifth of April folld^ving, with extracts from 
the proceedings of the Committee of the Association, con- 
taining suggestions for the consideration of the Police Com- 
mittee, Few or none of the suggestions seemed at the time to 
meet the approbation of tlie Committee : they have however 
been gradually introduced in tlic Police Rules, as far as can be 
judged by the present practice of the Court. 

Ct 
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In July 1842, a Draft Act for the prevention of nuisances, 
was submitted by Mr. L. Clarke, Counsel for the Associa- 
tion, which was with a few trifling alterations generally 
approved, and returned ; but, it is believed, this Act gave 
place to Act No. X. of 1842. 

In September 1842, a Draft Act for limiting the recovery 
ot small debts, was submitted by the Secretary to the 
Law Commissioner, for the opinion and observations of 
the Association, to which a reply was forwarded on the ord 
of October following. 

In May 1842, the subject of arrest itnder mesne process 
engaged the attention .of the Association, and the Master 
Mr. 11. J. Lattey, and Past Master Mr. II. Burkinyoung, had 
an interview with the Chief Justice Sir. L. I^eel on the 
subject; on the 17th of May, a letter was addressed to the 
Counsel of the Association, Mr. L. Clarke, and again on 
the 24th November, as to the extension to this country of Act 
1-2 of Victoria. C. 110; but, it appearing that it would be 
attended with considerable difficulty, the subject was allow- 
ed to stand over until more perfect information as to the 
probable working of such an Act could he obtained. 

In February 1848, the practice of paying fees at the Police 
i\ppnrKlix z. affidavits, engaged the attention of the Com- 
i»p. to ..8(5, February 1848, a letter was addres- 

sed to the Chief Magistrate on the .subject, to which a reply 
was received in March, in which it was stated that no fees 
were demandable upon compulsory affidavits made at the 
Police Qfficc; the distinction between compulsory and volun- 
tary affidavits is laid dowifin the reply received from the Chitif 
Magistrate. 

In April 1843, the rates of premium payable on the insu- 
rance of goods conveyed by Government Inland Steamers, 
engaged the attention of the Committee, and from all the 
information that could be obtained, it was found that an 
abatement of only I per cent from the usual charge on 
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country boats prevailed ; as this was considered a very inade- 
quate reduction, taking into account the dirftinution of risk, 
the Committee came to the conclusion that the maximum 
rate to Allahabad ought not to exceed one per cent. 

River Insurance Companies have long been extinct, and 
tlie sulqect had been fn^quently under the consideration of 
the Committee, but from the want of correct information, 
tl*e introduction of so many river Steamers, and the possible 
construction of a railroad, the demand for sucK a Company 
did not seem to warrant an effort for the establishment of 
one, though it is understood many rich Native merchants of 
the BuiTah Bazaar do take river insarance risks. 

In April 18 to, the practice of the Allipore Court engag- 
ed tile attention of the Committee, and a memorial to the 
Governnient, praying tlie adoption of rules by which more 
speedy and effectual justice might be obtained# was contem- 
])latcd, but as it was communicated to the Committee that 
the Legislative Council liad the subject under its considera- 
tion, further movement in the matter was then considered 
unnecessary. 

It docs not appear however, that any great amendment 
lias taken place in the practice of tlie Court since that 
period, and the subject will again be brought under con- 
sideration. 

In August 1843, a communication was received from 
Mr. P. A. Roussac, stating that a Trade Association had 
been formed at Bombay, and requesting information on the 
working of the Calcutta Trade Association ; a copy of the 
Rules and Regulations of the Calcutta Trade Association, 
and a copy of the last three quarters Reports were forwarded, 
with a letter conveying the desire to enter ujion a correspon- 
dence with the Bombay Association for mutual benefit; 
nothing has however been heard of the Bombay Association 
since. 

Ill July 1844, the desirableness of memorializing the 
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Government for an Act to facilitate the execution of writs 
of the Supreme Court in the Mofussil was brought under 
discussion, and tlie solicitor of the Association was applied 
to for suggestions on the subject: it was subsequently 
brought to the notice of the Committee that the Govern- 
ment contemplated an Act, but it has not yet appeared. 

The subject of introducing Railroads into India, was 
brought under consideration in September 1814, consequent 
on a Commtinication from Mr. R. M. Stephenson, and after 
considerable discussion it was resolved, that the Association 
arc unanimous in their belief that a Railroad upon some eligi- 
ble line, taking in its course the most important stations along 
the valley of the Ganges, up to Mirzaporc, cannot but realize 
great advantages to the country, and be the means of develop- 
ing products and resources that are yet unknown, in addition 
to the facility that it would give to the transit of merchan- 
dize and produce ; but that not having information or data 
to enable them to come to an opinion as to the probable 
outlay and returns of a Railroad in India, yet believing that 
such works might be accomplished at an infinitely less 
cost than in Great Britain, they are of oi)inion that a 
Railroad laid down upon a line terminating at or near 
Mirzaporc, could not fail ultimately to be successful and 
profitable, when the unlimited amount of agricultural and 
mineral produce, and merchandize that must be in transit be- 
tween Calcutta and Mirzapore is considered ; this, independent 
of what may result from the intercourse of passengers, 
Native tgid European, throughout a line of such impor- 
tance. 

The Association have watched with intense interest 
the whole of the proceedings had in reference to the 
introduction of the first Railroad in India, and have 
much regretted the many unnecessary impediments which 
have been thrown in the way of its speedy completion. 
It is to be hoped however, that all difficulties will be at 
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last surmounted, and that the time is not far distant, when 
we shall have the pleasure of witnessing railroad travelling 
in India. 

The Trade Association anxious to aid as far as circum- 
stances would permit, any effort for the adoption of measures 
calulated to improve tlie moral and social condition of the 
rising generation, saw in the latter part of the year 1845, with 
much satisfaction, the probability of the establishment of an 
institution which they deemed calculated to afford consi- 
derable amusement and instruction, by communicating in 
the most attractive form, a vast amount of valuable inform- 
ation ; and in consequence the Association did, by a 
unanimous vote of the members, contribute towards the 
establishment of the ‘‘Calcutta Lyceum,” the sum of one 
thousand Kupecs, with a recommendation that such portion 
of it as was necessary, might be expended in the purchase 
of apparatus for a course of lectures on Ilydro-Electricity. 

It is to be lamented that want of public sj^irit, together 
with the restrictions which the Government, at the time, 
laid on the officers, who were capable of giving attractive 
and scientific lectures, brought the Lyccuii. , commenced 
under most favorable auspices, first to a state of lethargy, 
and at last to a state of perfect inanition. 

In April 1847, a half margin copy of the Draft Act for 
copy-right, was forwarded to the Association by Mr. C. Bead- 
on, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, for any 
remarks or suggestions which the Association might have 
to offer, to which a reply was forwarded on the ^4th June 
tollowing, expressive of the satisfaction which the Associa- 
tion felt at the attention of the Legislative Council, and 
suggesting one slight alteration in the Draft Act. 

In September 1839, a memorial was forwarded to the 


Appendix BB. Honble. the President of the Council of India 
I } . 298 to 30- jjj Council^ praying the extension of so much 
of the 28th Section of Act 3-4 William IV ch, 42 to this 
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country, as will entitle Tradesmen to claim interest on proof 
of written demasid; and on the 3rd of December following, 
Act No. XXXII of 1839, being an Act concerning the 
allowance of interest in certain cases, was passed. 

In July 1847, a letter was received from the Directors of 
the India General Steam Navigation Company, requesting 
the opinion of the Association as to the probable cause of 
the want of success which that Company had experienced, 
a reply wa^ forwarded, pointing out, what appeared to tl>e 
Association, the causes in operation to the prevention of 
success. 

In September 1 847, o the Association presented their Se- 
cretary with a handsome Silver Standish, accompanied by a 
very flattering letter. 

On the 6th of September 1848, in consequence of tlie 
tenor of a reply from the Registrar of the Ecclesiastical 
Court, on the application of one of the members of the 
Trade Association for the payment of a claim due from the 
Estate of the late Lt. Col. Jno. Oliver, it was resolved that 
every member of the Association should draw up a statement 
of their claims on the Estates which had been Registered 
by the late Registrar, Sir T. E. M. Turton, with particulars 
as to dividends paid, this, with a view to the Committee call- 
ing upon the Registrar for information as to the assets of 
such Estates received, but not paid over, by his predecessor. 

On the J23rd September, a copy of Act 2, George 4th, and 
1st of Wm. 4th, chapter 75, being an Act for the relief of 
th^ sujHPe^ers by the Insolvency of Gilbert Ricketts, formerly 
Registrar of the Ecclesiastical Court of Madras,* was 
obtained. 

On the 11th of November a partial list of claims on 
Estates administered by the late Ecclesiastical Registrar 
was obtained, and measures were adopted for getting it filled 
up from the list in course of preparation by the Registrar; in 
consequence however of the state of the records of the Regis- 
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trar’s Office, considerable time was required. It having been 
ascertained beyond a doubt, that there was considerable 
defalcation in the funds of the late Ecclesiastical Registrar, 
it was determined on the ^4th February 1849, that a memo- 
rial should be forwarded to Government, praying relief on 
account of the defalcations and insolvency of the late Eccle- 
siastical Registrar, and on the 23rd of March a Memorial 
to the Deputy Governor of Bengal and President of the 
Council of India w^s forwarded to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, to which a reply was received on the 
2 1st April, refusing to recognize any claim on Government. 

On the 5lh of May a special general meeting was resolv- 
ed upon for the purpose of taking into consideration what 
further measures it would be advisable to adopt, the Govern- 
ment having refused to recognize any claims upon it on ac- 
count of such defalcations. 

At a subsequent meeting it was resolved that the memo- 
rial to Government, and the correspondence on the subject 
should be forwarded to Mr. Malcolm Lewin, of Elthore in 
Kent, with a letter soliciting him to bring the matter before 
the Court of Proprietors of the E. I, Co. on the part of 
the Association and the Indian Public generally. 

In accordance with this resolution, a letter was addressed 
to Mr. Lewin on the 19th of May, accompanied by copies 
of all the necessary documents, to this a reply was received 
dated the 6th of August ; subsequent to which, various 
communications have passed between the Association and 
Mr. Lewin on the subject. 

On. the 1st December 1849, an. advertisement wjis inserted 
in the papers calling upon those who had suffered 
from the defalcations, to co-operate with the Association 
in their endeavours to obtain relief; at the same time 
the correspondence between the Association, the Govern- 
ment of India, and Mr. Lewin, with other documents, were 
published in the form of a pamphlet and distributed gratis. 
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Every endeavour was made to obtain, from the Administra- 
* tor General, a correct list of the claimants on Estates who 
had suffered from the defalcation of the Registrar; but 
without effect. 

In consequence of information received from Mr. Lewin, 
a Petition to the House of Commons was prepared, and an 
advertisement was in^serted in all tlie Papers, calling upon 
claimants to sign it: the proprietors of the Newspapers 
most liberally inserted the advertisement without charge. 

The Petition was prepared by Messrs. Judge and Burtfn- 
young, the Attorneys of the Association, without charge, and 
forwarded to Mr. Lewin on the 7th February, 1850. 

In consequence of tlie move made by Mr. Lewin, and 
his Petition to the House of Commons on behalf of the 
1 rade Association, a select Committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Mr. Roebuck, Mr. Elliot, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Bou- 
verie, The Manpfis of Duro, Viscount Jocelyn, Mr. A Hastie, 
and Sir J. W. Hogg; wliich Committee recommended that 
the claimants should be satished out of the funds of un- 
claimed Estates, and that, in case tliey should at any time 
come forward, tlie payment of such claims should be made 
out of the revenues of the country. 

In accordance with this recommendation, a dispatcli was 
sent out from the Court of Directors in August 1850: direct- 
ing that, on receipt of the dispatch, measures should be 
immediately taken, to carry out the recommendation of the 
Select Committee, the details of which were left to the Govt, 
of India ; and by the same dispatch, the Judges of her 
Majesty’s ‘Court in Calcutta were required to assist in the 
preparation of a legal enactment, so that the heirs of un- 
claimed Estates, should they hereafter arise, might not be 
endangered in any way. 

On the 1st of January, 1851, a Draft Act for relief 
of certain sufferers by the insolvency of Sir Thomas 
Turton appeared, which passed on the Gth of June, as Act 
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No. V. of 1851. Authorized lists of the claims to be reim- 
bursed, have been obtained for the use of*membcrs of the 
Association. 

The committee cannot allow this opportunity to pass, 
without recording their sentiments of the invaluable aid 
ajul untiring perseverance of Mr. Lewin, to whom the 
claimants oii the Estates may consider themselves mainly 
indebted for the favorable position in which they have been 
placed, and it is to* be regretted that a sense of the ob- 
ligation has not induced them to make some substantial 
acknowledgment of the services so willingly and so perse- 
vcringly rendered by Mr. Lewin. The Trade Association 
had no pecuniary interest in the result, either as a body, 
or individually as members, and only took up the question 
on public and general grounds. 

In June 1849, the necessity for memorializing the Govern- 
ment for a Partnership Act for limited responsibility was 
discussed, and in the Calcutta Star of the 28th July, an article 
appeared on the subject, from wdiich it appeared that Mr. 
lleadlam, member of Parliament, had moved to bring in 
a bill, but was strongly opposed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer: under these circumstances the Committee deemed 
it advisable to allow the question to remain in abeyance. 

Ill October 1849, it was proposed that measures should 
be taken to induce the inhabitants of the division of the 
town in which Tank Square is included, to meet and appeal 
against’the public nuisance caused by Native processions, 
and as a preliminary measure, .application was made to the 
several hospitals in order to obtain statements of the acci- 
dents and casualties caused by such processions. 

It appeared however that the records of the Hospitals 
afforded no information on the subject, and that the Police 
records were equally deficient : in consequence of which the 
only tangible argument the Association had to present, 
was that of interruption of business and other matters, 



( 54 ) 

from the incessant din and noise of the rude instruments 
used by the natives as musical. 

Mr. Law the Superintendant of Police, upon his own 
responsibility, put a stop to the nuisance for a short time, 
but or an appeal from the native public to the Government, 
Mr. Law’s order was rescinded, and in consequence the 
nuisance continues: the new Police Act however gives 
power to the Magistrates to prevent native processions 
and the heating of noisy instruments. 

The principal subjects that have engaged the attention 
of file Association, in addition to the usual and ordinary 
business having specia^t reference to the interests of mem- 
bers individually and collectively, are now concluded. 

A list of the subjects brought under consideration by the 
several Committees of the Association, including those 
touched upon in this report, will be found alphabetically 
arranged in the Ap])emlix, pp, to 008, with the dates 
of the meetings at which they were brought under discussion. 

A statement of the receipts and ex])enditurc of the Asso- 
ciation from its commencement to the end of the year 18/50, 
will be found in the Appendix, by which it will be seen that 
the total amount received in suliscriptions, donations, and en- 
trance fees, has been Co.’s Rs. 70,110-11-7; and that the total 
amount paid on various accounts, has been Co.’s Rs. 
70,200-10-10. 

A list of the Officers of the Association from its establish- 
ment, to the commencement of the year 1 851 , will be found 
in the Appendix, as also an alphabetical list of the members, 
the dates of their election, and resignation. 

The Trade Association from the day of its foundation has 
gradually progressed in importance and utility. It has, as 
will be perceived from the statement contained in this report, 
been engaged on matters of importance and usefulness as 
concerns the public generally, and it is to be hoped that 
this publication of its transactions will add to the already 
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deserved estimation in which it has been held by the Go- 
vernment and the public generally, for man^ years, whilst it 
recals its history and workings to the members. 

The Trade Association has not perhaps realized those per- 
manent results which it might have done, had not so many 
persons held aloof: it is to be hoped, however, that lliere will 
be a steady perseverance in the right course, and that witli 
increasing members and increasing funds, much good will 
result. 

It may be observed that the useful and independent 
course the Association lias pursued for years, has gradually 
raised it in the estimation of the* Public, and now that 
India is engaging the attention of the Houses of Parliament, 
the record of the proceedings of the Trade Association, 
may be most appropriately closed by the answer of the 
late Right Hon’ble Lord W. C. Bentinck, to the Address 
presented to him by the members of the Association : 

Haring been for many years a warm advocate for r(form^ 

“ I hare contemplated with pleasure the great benefits 
derired from that measure by the larger admission into the 
‘‘ councils of the kingdom of the intelligence and patriotism 
“ of those classes which hare previously been in a great 
“ degree excluded, A some iv hat similar feeling is excited 
by the present transaction. It is the exaltation of a Class^ 
a new infusion of independence, and usefulness, working for 
the benefit of all, which delights me: you represent, and, 
worthily, the respectability, the knowledge, and enlightened 
^'‘principles of the same class in our own country, • 

Your connection with every branch of business enables 
you to judge how all separately and collectively are affected 
by the public institutiotis and by the measures of those ivho 
preside over them ; and yours is an impartial and hide- 
pendent evidence, of which, if favorable, any Governmeut 
would have reason to be proud, I am so: and beg to re- 
‘fieat, through you^ to the community at large, my grateful 
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achnowled ft ementsf or the comfort which the manifestation 
of so much Icihdness and good will 7niist impart to the re-‘ 
“ maining period of my life^ whatever he my lot. Health 
or Sickness f Prosperity or Adversity 
The committee cannot conclude tliis report of the trans- 
actions of the Trade Association, without recording their 
sense of the valuable services rendered to it by Mr. Samuel 
Smith, whose liberality on its formation; steadfast adher- 
ance to its welfare and interests; and re*ady assistance under 
circumstances which required the aid of his experience and 
judgment, have won for him the respect and esteem of 
every member, and as a mark of respect and approbation, he 
was in August 1850, re-elected Permanent President of 
the Association, 

Neither can the Committee overlook the very important 
services rendered to the Association by Mr, John M idler ^ 
since his appointment in 1840. Mr. Muller has not merely 
fulfilled tlie ordinary duties of a Secretary on a very inade- 
(juate allowance ; but he has by his unceasing labor .and 
untiring energy, been the main prop of the Association ; 
suggesting matters for consideration, drafting, and preparing 
them, and getting up details with a promptness and foresight 
of all incidental circumstances which entitles him to their 
best thanks. 

Your committee also feel it their duty to place on record, 
the very liberal ofler made to the Association on its found- 
ation, by Mr. Longiieville Clarke, to afford his professional 
advice tq thc Association, either collectively or individually, 
whenever its interests were concerned. 



A P f E N D I X. 


rules' AND KEGDLATIONS 

OF 

THE CALCUTTA TRADIT ASSOCIATION, 
ESTABLISHED AT, CALCUTTA 
5th July, 1830, 

AS THEY STOOD UP TO 1836. 


RULES. 

1. That tho Office Bearers shall be elected once a year by Ballot 
from the Members of the Association, and to consist of a Master, 
senior and junior Warden,. Treasurer, and Secretary. 

2. That the elections shall take place at the December monthly 
Meeting. 

3. Applicants for admission as Members must be proposed, 
seconded, and ballotted for. 

4. That four black balls shall be considered sufficient to exclude 
an applicant from being admitted. 

5. That the Committee of Management shall be elocted. at the 
January monthly Meeting, and to consist of not less than fourteen, 
including Office Bearers, and five to be considered a quorum. 

6. That three Members of the Committee shall go out by rotation, 
and the Master shall substitute three others from the list of Menfibers 
in their place ; any one so named who may decline acting on the 
Committee being at liberty to withdraw. 

7. That the Committee shall meet once a week for the despatch 

B 
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of business, and t^ke into consideration such matters as may be laid 
before them, their decision being subject to the approval of the 
General Meeting. 

8. In any case where the votes are equal, the Master’s casting 
vote shall be considered decisive. 

9. That the General Meeting shall take place on the second 
Saturday of every month. 

10. Tliatithe Past Master shall take the«hair in the absence of 
the Master. 

0 

IL ' That the entrance fee shall be £xed at Sfty rupees, to be 
paid by the applicant on being admitted a Member, 

12. That each Member shall be furnished with a copy of the 
Kegulations on paying two r^ees. 

13. That the sum of six rupees per month be paid by each 
Member in advance. 

14. Any Member allowing his biiis to remain u\vpaf<I beyond 
three months, shall have his name erased from the list of Members. 

15. That all drafts on the Treasurer shall he previously, signed 
by the Master before they are presented for payment. 

16. That the Secretary shall collect, with the aid of the Assis- 
tant Secretary and peons, all bills due to the Association, and dis- 
burse the necessary monthly expenses. 

17. That a statement of the monthly collections and disburso- 
ments shall be laid before the monthly General Meeting for tlicir 
information. 

18. That the Treasurer in January and July, shall lay before the 
General Meeting, a statement of the not amount of funds in his 
hands. 

19. That a weekly list of arrivals and departures shall be fur- 
nished to each Member of the Association. 

20. Any Member withdrawing from the Association, shall have 
no future claim on the property or funds. 

21. All applications ^or the use of the rooms to hold meetings 
in, or for other purposes unconnected with the Association, to be 
made to {be Secretary, and laid before the Committee for their 



RULES FOR THE READING ROOM. 

• 

1. All subscriberB must be proposed and seconded before they 
are admitted. 

2. That the subscription to non-residents and others unconnected 
with the Association, shall be two rupees monthly payable in advance. 

3. All partners of Members admitted to the privilege o& the 
Reading Room, on paying two rupees in advance. 

4. Assistants to Members, of the Association shall be entitled to 
the privilege of the Reading Room, on paying a monthly subscription 
of one rupee in advance. 

5. That the Reading Room shall be placed under the charge of 
the Assistant Secretary. 

6. All applications to be made to the Secretary in writing. 

7. No books or papers shall be allowed to be taken from the 
rooms, without the sanction of the Master. 

8. All subscriptions and expenses to be regulated by the Secre- 
tary, and placed to the account of the current fund. 

9. No resident Tradesman in Calcutta is eligible to bo a sub- 
scriber to the Reading Rooms unless ‘he becomes a Member of 
the Association. 



CALCUTTA TRAIXE ASSOCIATION 


SAVINGS' BANK, 

‘ TRADES’ ROOMS, COURT-HOUSE-STREET, CALCUTTA, 
CALCUTTA, JUNE 16 , 1832 , 


Under the Direction of the Managing Committee of the Calcutta 
Trade Association. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, 

„ C. S. Hadow, y Trustees. 

„ A. Rogers, 

„ C. S. Hadow, Treasurer, 

„ R. S. Thomson, Secretary, 

„ T« Lincoln, Asst, Secretary, 

A Savings’ Bank is established at the Calcutta Trade Society’s 
Rooms, under the direction and management of the Comoiittee of 
the Calcutta Trade Association, for the benefit of the Members, 
their Assistants,* Sircars, Workmen and Servants, and no others 
can, for the present, be entitled to the benefit of depositing money 
in this Bank. 

The Trustees, Treasurer and Sepretary of the Trade Association 
have kindly offered their services as Trustees, Treasurer and Secre- 
tary to this Savings’ Bank, and will give their best services to 
improve such Funds as may be deposited. 

The Committee meet once a week, when they will also attend to the 
'management of the Saykrgs* Bank, and for the present it will be 
entirely un|^er their Superintendence, 

The Jfl^i^i^nt Secretary will be in attendance daily from 10 a. m. 

the Calcutta Trades’ Rooms ta receive deposits for 
whi^ Treasurer will grant Receipts, 



The amount deposited in the Savings* Bank will be profitably 
and securely invested by the Trustees, so often as the sum in hand 
shall amount to one thousand rupees. 


REGULATIONS. 

1. Deposits will be received daily from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m.*, in 
even sums, not less than*one rupee, nor more (altogether) than one 
hundred rupees, from the same individual during a month. 

2. A certain rate of interest, to be fixed by the committee, from 
time to time, shall bo allowed on all Sums deposited at the Bank, as 
an encouragement to the industrious and 4 )rudent to save their 
surplus profits. 

3. No interest shall be allowed for any broken period of one 
month in which a deposit shall bo made or withdrawn. 

4. No interest shall be allowed upon any sum that shall be 

withdrawn within six months from the date* on which it was de- 
posited. ' - • 

5. A deposit can only be withdrawn on the 1st day of any 
month. 

6. The manner of withdrawing a deposit is by returning to the 
Treasurer his receipt for the same, with a discharge from the Deposi- 
tor on the back of it. 



REGULATIONS AND BYE LAWS 

OF 

TME CALCUTTA TRADE ASSOCIATION, 

ESTABLISHED rmi JULY, mo, 

ASIIEVISEDIN IbSO. 

• REGULATIONS. 

T. That this Association be denominated ‘‘ The Calcutta 
Tuade Association.” 

II. That it do consist of an unlimited number of Merchants, 
Tradesmen, Artists, and others, who ma^ bo disposed to aid in 
the accomplishment of the objects of this Asscciation, 

III. That the objects of this Association be ; — 

1. To encourage the general adoption of the system of ready 
money payments which prevails in all other parts of the world, and 
which enables Tradesmen to sell at lower rates than those of Cab 
cutta can allbrd to do, from the prevalence of the ruinous system 
of indiscriminate credit, which has obtained for many years, to the 
serious injury of the Tradesman and *1116 manifest disadvantage of 
the Public. 

2. To define the terms of credit, when credit is allowed, and 
to proscribe measures calculated to ensure payment, and guard 
against fu^ture loss, when the terms of credit are violated, 

3. To encourage a friendly communication amongst persons 
engaged in business in Calcutta, especially on subjects involving 
their common interests ; an object which appears to have been, 
hitherto neglected. 

lyr The oIBcers of (he Trade Association are the. Master, 
Paift Masters, Senior Wai'dcn, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Secretary, 

|br», Council and Solicitor. 
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Y, The Master to be elected from the Past Masters and those 

Members who have served, or may be serving, the offices of 

Warden. All olhor office bearers to be elected from fclio Members 

^^ane rally, 

VT. The election of Mastci\ Wardens and Trcasiiror to take 
place by ballot anvually at a SjKcial Meeting, to he convened 
for the purpose on the second Saturday iii December. All dther 
officers, wlicn once elceV::d or appointed to hold their# ohltees, until 
removed by death, resignation, or vote of the Association. 

Yll. No Member shall continue in the office of Master or 
Warden for more than two years in .succession, bub he may be 
again elected aft(‘r he has been out of office one year. 

Ylll. The (yommlttee of Management to consist of twelve 
Members in addition to the office bearers, live to he considered a 
quorum. 

IX. Four Members of this Committeo shall go out annually, by 
rotation, and the Master shall nominate four, which, with any candi- 
date proposed by a Member, shall be balloted for in their stead. 

X. Any Member of the Committee being obliged to leave 
Calcutta, from sickness or otherwise, on intimating the same to 
the Master in writing, the Master shall, if required, iiorninato 
anotiier Member from the body of the Association to take his 
place during his absence. 

XI. The Committee of Management shall meet every Saturday 
morning for the despatch of business, their decisions hoing subject 
to the approval of the Members at the succeeding quarterly 
meeting, 

XII. The General Quarterly Meeings of the Association to 
take place the second Saturday in January, April,* July, and 
October. 

XIII. The Master shall preside at all meetings, or in his 
absence the immediate Past Master. In the absence of the im- 
mediate Past Master, the oldest Past Master present shall take 
the chair. 

XIV. The Master, or in his absence the Senior Warden, has 
the right and authority of assembling a Spccial^Gcneral Meeting ; 
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the cause of such*meeting to be declared in the summons, and no 
oilier business to be entered upon. 

XV, Special General Meetings may also bo called on a requisi- 
tion to that effect, signed by five Members, and specifying the 
object of the, proposed meeting. 

XVI, In any case where the votes are equal, the second or 
casting vote of the Chair to decide. 

XVII, * T^e Master, Past Masters and. Wardens in office are 
the representatives of the Association, and being supposed to 
speak the sentiments of the Members, or a majority of them, are 
bound to act upon such resolutions as may be passed in Committee 
or at General Meetings duly assembled. 

XVIII. Applicants for admissiqn as Members of the Associ- 
ation to bo proposed and seconded at one Committee Meeting and 
ballotted for at the next, two black halls to exclude. (For mode 
of election see Bye Laws, sec. 17.) 

XIX, Notice of the ballot to be particularly circulated to the 
Committee. 

XX. Tho Member who proposes a candidate for admission 
shall bo responsible for his entrance fee. 

XXL Bach newly elected Member shall pay an entrance fee 
of fifty (50) rupees,* towards the Permanent Fund of the Associ- 
ation, and ho shall be furnished with a copy of the General Regula- 
tions and Bye Laws of the Trade Association, gratis. 

XXII. Each Member shall pay a subscription of sixt rupees 
monthly in advance to the Current Fund of the Association. 

XXIII . Any Member allowing his biUs to remain unpaid beyond 
three months, shall be liable to have bis name erased from the list 
of Membork of the Association. 

XXIV. Any Member who shall have been struck off for non- 
payment of Subscription shall not be again eligible for election 
except ^as a new Member, and that not until he pay up the said 
atTe||^,;r^whon he day make application as a new Member in form 
anil^anner above prescribed. 

on tho 6th April, 1839. 


. f Now Five. 
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XXV. Any Member dcBirous of withdrawing* from the Associ- 
ation, can have diis wish complied with from the end of the current 
month, upon sending written notice to that effect to the Secretary. 

XXVI. Any Member intending to leave Calcutta for a consi- 
derable length of time, but to return within two years, shall not 
be subject to monthly subscription during his absence, and may, 
if he wishes, be re-admitted to the Association without paying* the 
usual donation, provided that, previous to going aWa/, he has duly 
intimated his intention to the Secretary, in writing, 

XXVII. In case of the* death, sickness, or absence from Cal- 
cutta of the subscribing partner of an}^ Firm, another Member of 
that Firm, or other person employed by it, shall be allowed, on 
continuing to pay. the monthly subscription, to take his place in the 
Association, provided he duly intimates his intention of so doing in 
writing to the Secretary. 

XXV HI. All bills or drafts for disbursements shall be signed 
by the Master before they are paid. 

XXIX. The permanent fund of the Association shall bo lodged 
in the Union Bank, in the name of the Master and Treasurer for the 
time being. 

XXX. The accounts of the Association, with an abstract there- 
from, shall be laid upon the table at each Quarterly General Meeting. 

XXXL A weekly list of Arrivals and Departures in and from 
Calcutta shall be furnished to each Member of the Association. 

XXXII. Applications for the use of tho rooms for meetings 
or other purposes unconnected with the Association, shall be made 
to tho Master through the Secretary. 

XXXIII. It shall be proper for any Member of the Associ- 
ation to apply personally ^ to the Secretary or to the Committee, 
for any information obtainable on iuKjccts embraced by tho de- 
clared objects of the Association ; 'and the Committee, and espe- 
cially tho Secretary, are enjoined, as far as practicable, to impart 
the desired information. 

XXXIV, Such part of the Proceedings or Regulations of the 
Association as to the Committee may seom proper, shall, from 

0 
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time to time, be f ublishcd for general information in fiiicli news- 
paj)cr8 as may be disposed to give gratuitous insertion to the saino. 

XXXV. These Fiogulations and the annexed Bye Laws to be 
binding on all Members ; but to be subject to, addition, alteration, 
or abrogation, by a Majority of two-thirds of the Members, 


BYE LAWS ’ 

l^JNACTEI) FOR THE GUIDANOE OF .THE OFFICE BEARERJS. 


THE MASTER. 

1. Tlio Master bliall preside at all Meetings of the Association 
and its Committees. 

2. He sliall conduct the business thereof, with the aid of his 
‘Wardens. 

3. He shall be always treated with respect, and his calls to order 
be promptly attended to. 

4. Where the votes are equal ho shall have a second or casting 
vote, 

5. lie shall, in conformity with the order of Government, sign on 
hohalf of the Members all public docuincnts, and also, when satis- 
fied of their accuracy, affix his signature for confirming the record 
of proceedings of the Association, and for sanctioning the payment 
of bills or drafts. 

G. lie shall nominate tlic persons to bo ballotted for as candidates 
to servo on the Committee, and in the absence from Calcutta of any 
Member of the Committee, ho shall, if rcipiircd, appoint a provisi- 
onal Member instead of the a^ent Member. ' 


THE FAST MASTERS. 

7. Iji tlio absence of the Master, the immediate Past Master 
pi'epide at all Meetings, and cx.ecutc all such duties as pertain 
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ADDITION MADE TO THE REGULATIONS, 

On the 24ith of July 1850. 

XXXV. In addition to the officers proscribed by Regulation IV, 
that of Permanent President be revived. 

XXXVL The permanent president shall be a member of the 
Committee, and Regulation IX, which prescribes the retirentent of 
members by rotation,* shall bo inoperative as regard^ the permanent 
president. 

XXXVIL The organization hitherto existing for the government, 
and managoment of the Association, an^ its objects, as laid down in 
Regulation XIII. is complete and effective ; and its powers and 
duties arc in no wise altered, abrogated, or to be controlled by the 
permanent president. 

XXXVIII. The functions of the permanent president are, and 
shall be, to preside over the political, and social interests of the Asso- 
ciation, and its members ; and in relation to those interests, he shall 
represent the Association at all public meetings, and in deputations 
to government, or other public bodies. In the absence of the perma- 
nent president, the master or past master shall preside, as laid down 
in Regulation XIII. 

XXXIX. Those regulations, and the hye-laws to bo binding on 
all members ; but to be subject to addition, alteration, or abrogation 
by a majority of two-thirds of the members present, in form and 
manner specified in the bye-laws, sec. 18. 
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to tho Chair. In the ahscnco of the immediate Past Master, the 
oldest Past Master present shall preside. 


TUB SENIOR warden. 

8. The Senior Warden shall aid and assist the Master, and iA his 
absence perform all tha duties of Master, except tlia^of presiding 
at meetings, which belongs to the* Past Masters. He shall bo care- 
ful that the Rules and Regulations of tho Association are not dis- 
regarded. 


. THE JUNIOR WARDEN. 

9. Tho Junior Warden shall take especial care of the furniture 
and all tho property in the Trade Rooms. 

10, lie shall act instead of tlie Senior Warden in all cases when 
that officer may be ill or absent. 


THE TREASURER. 

lU The Treasurer shall keep true and faithful accounts of all 
monies received and paid by him on account of tho Association ; ho 
shall be aided in his duties by tho Secretary. 


THE SECRETARY. 

12. The Secretary shall keep a faithful record of all tho proceed- 
ings of tho Society ; receive all communications and submit them to 
tho Master and the Committee, reply to them as instructed, and 
generally transact such duties as usually belong to Secretaries of 
similar societies. 

13. lie shall prepare an abstract of account to be submitted to 
the General Quarterly Meeting, and also an annual statement of 
accounts for the Auditors and Treasurer. 
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AUDITORS. . 

14. The Auditors shall examine the accounts previous to each 
Annual Meeting, or oftener, if ordered, 


.LAW OFFICERS. 

15. Tlie fetandinif Counsel and Solicitor of the Trade Association 
shall bo consulted in all legal matters iu which the Association may 
bo cn<Ta;j:ed. 


MODE OP ELECTION. 


16. The Master, Wardens, and other Officers of this Association 
shall be elected as follows ; 

1. The names of those Members eligible by the Regulations to 
serve as Master shall be read by the Secretary, wdien Members shall 
write on a card, or scroll, the name of him wliom they prefer for this 
office. These votes to be collected in the ballot box, and the Auditors 
to act as ScrutinoerF, and report the result to the Master, who will 
proclaim it to the meeting. 

2. All Members being eligible for the other Offices of the Associ- 
ation, those present will proceed to ballot for them, severallv, in 
manner prescribed in the preceding paragraph, 

,*). Proxies from absent Members are admitted, in the election 
of Officers of the Association, if duly signed by the Member giving 
them, and addressed to some Member present. If special, the proxies 
are only available for the person named in it for election ; but if 
general, the Member to whom the proxy is addressed, may give in 
favor of the election of any person he desires to support. 

• 17. Subscribing Members of the Association shall be elected as 
follows : 


^y person desirous of becoming a Member shall forward his 
apg JPou to the Secretary, who shall lay the same before the 
P^"£f“its first Meeting : it shall than lay over until the next 
illtlc Meeting, when, if the individual who desires to join the 
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Assaciation, shall have been proposed by a Momb*er of the Associa- 
tion, and seconded by another Member, his admission shall be forth- 
with referred to the ballot, and -if elected, he shall be informed 
thereof by the Secretary, . 

2. If tvv'o or more black balls appear in the ballot box, the candi- 
date shall be deemed ineligible, and information thereof be communi- 
cated to him ; but if only one black ball appear, then a fresh bMlot 
shall take place, or the application may stand over lintil another 
Meeting, at the discretion of the Committee. 

3. A candidate excluded by two black balls, may, if he desires 
it, be proposed at the next or any subseqijcnt General Meeting, but 
not at a Committee Mooting, within six months from the date of his 
rejection. 


ALTERATION OF REGULATIONS. 

18. These Bye Laws and the General Regulations as provided 
by Regulation XXXV. being liable to addition, alteration, or abro- 
gation, it is prescribed, in any such event, that — 

1. Notice, bo given to the Committee of the Member proposing 
any alteration, addition, or abrogation — such notice and its purport 
to be taken into consideration by the Committee, and by it submitted, 
with its approval or otherwise, to the next General Meetingr— when, if 
passed, it shall lay over for confirmation at a subsequent General 
Meeting — if confirmed, it shall then become a Regulation or Bye Law 
as may be necessary, and bo so recorded accordingly in the proceed- 
ings ^f the Meeting, and in the Secretary’s Office Copy of the Regu- 
lations and Bye Laws. 

2. It is competent, in any case arising out of the proceedings of 
any General Quarterly Meeting, to pass such addition or alteration 
of a Regulation or Bye Law as it may then and there be deemed 
proper or necessary — or to propose a new one ; in all ^uch cases, 
however, the said alteration, addition, oj new Regulation or Byo Law, 
to be subject to confirmation > or rejection at the next quarterly or 
i^pecial General Meeting, two-thirds of the votes present being neces- 
sary to its confirmation, as provided by Regulation XXXV, 
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ARBITRATION OF DISPUTED CLAIMS. 

CONPIRMBD IITH JU^Y, 1835, 

With *a view to tlio speedy a,ttainment of justice, and also to 
avoid the expense of proceedings in Cotlrts of Law, it is proposed 
that the Trade Association authorise their Committee to undertake 
the arbitratio^i of claims and the Trusteeship of property, assigned 
for the compromising of debts. 

REGULATIONS. 

1. The parties, resolved upon appealing to the Committee of 
the Trade Association to act on their behalf, will send in a written 
application to that effect, addressed to the Secretary, accompanied 
by all such documents as may be deemed requisite for enabling the 
Committee to comprehend the nature of the claims in dispute. 

2. Upon receiving the written consent of the Committee to act in 
the case, the party or parties to execute a bond; which will bo 
supplied, for the purpose of holding those concerned to'the award of 
the Sub-Committee for Arbitration, subject only to an appeal to the 
General Committee of the Trade Association,. 

3. Either party, within seven days after the award is given, can 
appeal from the Comrnittbo of Arbitration to the General Committee 
of the Trade Association, upon payment of double fees. The decision 
in this case to be final. 

4. Scale of costs upon Arbitratidn^ — 

Application to the Committee. Sa. Rs. 5.0 0 

Preparing and executing Bond, exclusive of stdfnp duty „ .5*0 0 

6. For the award of all sums below five 'hundred rupees, the 
charge will be made by the number of sittings, at' Ic rupees for each 
sitting of the Committee of Arbitration. . . 

<5. For the award 6f any sum above five hundred rupees, charge 
will bo made by per centage oij^ibc amount of the sum awarded at the 
following rales—* 

7- OijJ|f ' 8um3^><:from . Sa. Rs. -500 to 1,000 ten per cent; ; on all 
iMEp ’a- R|. 1,000 to 10,000 two per'cent. in addition to the 
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commmion on the Sr$t 1,000; on all isiims frdm Sa. Es. 10,000 
upwards one per cent, in addition to the commisaion on 10,000. 

8. Actual surveys, examination or measurement of work or pro- 
perty to form each a soparal!* charge at the usual rates. 

9. Sufficient cause must he shown, to the satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee, in all cases where a postpOheinoiit is requested, and in such 
case, for each postponement, the charge will be 16 inipoes. • 

10. In a case whore jtho claim is made for any doscri^ion of right, 
and not for an amount of money on the settlement of an account, 
the charge oja. the award will be, for each sitting of the Arbitration 
Committoo, 16 rupees. 


THE TRUSTEESHIP OF PROPERTY ASSIGNED FOR 
THE COMPROMISING OF DEBTS. 

REGULATIONS. 

1. Tho party or parties oonceinod will declare in writing their 
desire for tho assignment of property to the Master and Treasurer of 
tho Trade Association, for the time being, stating every condition 
aifocting the disposal of the same, and requesting the Committee to 
act as assignees on liis or their behalf. 

2. Scale of costs on the Tiustocsliip of property. 

Secretary’s fee on letter of applioatioii . . . ^ Sa. Rs. /) 0 0 

Ditto ditto letter of license or agi cement. „ 5 0 0 

Instruments for the convoyaiice or assignment of property, deeds, 
law charges, postage, &c. chargeable to tho estate. 

3. Commission on the property in trust five per cent, on all 
payments. 

4. Upon the Comipittee of tho Trade Association consenting to 
undertake the trust, a printed fotm of Schedule and fetter of Agree- 
ment will be furuisbed by tho Secretary, to be filled up and signed 
by the parties entering into engagement, 

5. The Secretary's fees to. be paid at the time making the 
first written communicafion, at which jperiod also partieii residing in 
tho Mofussil will forward twenty rupees, to cover postage and otter 
charges that may be incurred by tho trausmissioiT of the preliminary 
communication. 
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To TnOMAg Takenham, EsQUHijs, 

Private Secretary^ OoveM^r Qcneral in Council. 
Sir, 

At a Qoneral Meeiing of the C&lcuttR Trade Association, held on 
the Krd InstAnt, a Resolution was unanimously carried, requiring 
me, as its pr^idcnt, to solicit the patronage of the Right Honorable 
the Governor General, and to petition His Lordship in Council to 
allow free postage to a circular letter to be addressed to the princi- 
pal Civil and Military Se;*vants of llis Majesty and the Honorable 
.Company residing in the Mofussil explanatory of the objects of the 
Association. 

In furtherance of the above Resolution,^ I take the liberty of 
forwarding the enclosed papers, exhibiting the origin, nature, and 
objects of the Association — its Regulations, list of Members, &o. 
for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor General, to- 
gether with my humble solicitation that Ilis Lordship will peruse 
the same, and, if he deems the declared Objects of the Associatioh 
deserving his approbation,* that he will hotior it with his patronage. 
Wo seek such pecuniary support as Tlis Lordship may deem proper, 
and permission for our circular letters (as is usual on such occasions) 
to pass free of postage at the convenience of the Post Master 
General. 

I have in this address purposely avoided entering into any ex- 
planation of the real or supposed merits of the Association, because 
they arc to be found in the enclosures, and I do not wish needlessly 
to occupy His Lordship^s time. 

Should His Lordship require any information or explanation 
which the enclosed papers do not eontain, I hope I shall be per- 
mitted to another letter, or in person, should His liord- 

ship be m$ With an audience. 

I beg to subscribe myself, Ac., 

(Sd.) . S. SifITH, 

President, Calcutta Trade Association. 
August, 1830. 
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Vt ’’ 

To IKC nONORABU SlR CoABItBS EdWARB GUEt, 

Chief Justice, Jse, Ae, Ac. 

Sib, 

At R lato G^eral Meeting of the Calcutta Tfadc Association a 
Rdsolation was unanimmsly carried, requiringi me, es its Proaident, 
to solipifc the patronage of the Right ITouorable the Governor Gene- 
ral and the Honorable the Judges of His Majesty's Sup^^me Court. 

Having already waited on Lord William Bentiack» and been honor- 
ed with His Lordship *8^ ‘‘entire approval and best wishes for its suc- 
cess/* together with a donation in aid of its funds, (as will appear 
by the enclosed copy of a letter from His Lordship's Private Secretary) 

I now beg to submit for your information, should you deem them 
deserving^ a perusal, the accompanying printed papers, explanatory 
of the nature and objects of the Calcutta Trade Association, which 
owes its origin to a suggestion from the Bench, in the case of an 
Insolvent (J. Cullen) when it was understood that your Lordship 
recommended the Tra^smen of Calcutta to form themselves into an 
Association for purposes then stated, and which now form tho 
especial objects of tho Calcutta Trade Association, 

I refrain, Sir, from occupying too much of your very valuable 
time by any unnecessary attempts to display the advantages to the 
Public, as well as to the Tradesmen of Calcutta, which may be 
expected to follow the ostablishmont of the Calcutta Trade Associa- 
tion, and shall content myself by soliciting permission to wait upon 
you, should you require any fuller explanation than the accompanying 
papers afford, or any information not contained in them. 

Should you be pleased to honor the Association with your patron- 
age, it will be most gratifying to the members generally, alid ospeeL 
ally to the individual who has the honor to subscribe himself, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Sd.) S. SMITH, 
Pmideni, 


Calcutta, 3<i Septemher, 1830. 
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Unfortunately, the original replies to these letters cannot be found 
among the papers of the Association — but from the proceedings of 
the ComraiUee of the 4th September, at which they were read, it 
is recorded that they wore most satisfactory and approving. 

MEMORIAL. 

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD WILLIAM CAVEN- 
DISH BENTINCK, H. C. B. GOVERNOR OE 
Bengal, &o. &c. Ac. 

Tlie Memorial of the undersigned^ 

Members of the Calcutta Trade Association, 

Respectfully Showeth, — 

I. That this Association was established on the fifth day of 
July, 1830, in accordance with a public recommendation from tlio 
then Chief Justice of Bengal, the Honorable. Sir Charles Edward 
Grey, when sitting as a Commissioner of the Insolvent Court, in the 
case of Lieutenant James Cullen, of the Regiment of Artillery, on 
which occasion his Honor expressed himself as follows : “ I would 
advise the Tradesmen of Calcutta to form themselves into an Associ- 
ation, and to investigate the means of those to whom they may give 
credit, and to employ some person to watch the proceedings of all 
cases through the Insolvent Court.’* 

II. That the meeting at which this Association was established, 
in accordance with the advice above quoted, was an open public 
assembly of Tradesmen of Calcutta, convened by circular letter and 
by adv<irtl9©nae^ in all the Calcutta newspapers ; and that it was 
attended bj^an, or nearly all, the persons above i^escribod, and many, 
others ;^|nf^ook no part in the proceedings of the. meeting. 

lIL^^hat the proceedings of this meetings which embrace the 
decla^ objects of the Association, were also'publishe'd and com- 
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mcnted on in all the Calcutta newspaperdr atid wore afterwards 
printed and circulated to your Lordship, to the Honorable the Memr 
bers of the Supreme Council, to the Honorable the* Judges of the 
Supreme Court, to the principal Civil and. Military Servants of the 
Honorable East India Company, and to the Merchants and Trades- 
men of Calcutta — a copy of this document, marked A, is^ annexed for 
your Lordship*s information. , 

IV. ^ That the proceedings and declared objects of thi'/Asaociation 
were honored with the .approval and patronage of your Lordship and of 
the Honorable the Judges of His Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature ; — that your Lordship was also pleased to grant a large 
donation in aid to the fund established for the furtherance of the 
objects of this Association, to which, also, the principal houses 
of business, Agents, Merchants and Tradesmen— -and one gentleman 
of the legal profession, liberally contributed, as will appear by the 
annexed document marked B, which also affords a list of the origina! 
Members of the Association, the number of which has, since its 
establishment, considerably increased, as yoiir Lordship will perceive 
by the signatures attached to this memorial. 

V. That the original objects of this Association wore as follows : 

1. ’ To encourage the adoption of the system of ready-mo- 
ncy payments which prevails in all other parts of the world, and 
which enables the Tradesman to sell at Idwer rates than those of 
Calcutta can afford to do, from the prevalence of the ruinous system 
of indiscriminate credit, which has prevailed for many years, to the 
injury of the Tradesman, and the manifest disadvantage of the public. 

2. To define^ the terms of credit, when wedit is allowed, and 
to prescribe measures calculated to ensure^ payment, and to guard 
against future loss where the terms of that credit are violated. 

3. To encourage a friendly communicA^tion amongst persons 

engaged , in Wisiness in Calcutta, 'e5po(iially on subjects involving 
their comipon interests ; an object which appears hitherto to have 
been noglebted. . ' 

That these objects have been steadfastly and successfully pursued 
— that much good has resulted therefrom^ — and that having now 
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cxibtcd a& a pnbJia body, associated for purposes, for joear- 
ly five years, and having, during that period, assembled regularly 
every week, and accomplished as much as could ho reasonably 
expected '‘l^om the unaided exertions of an uninfluential body, the 
time has arrived* when, if the countenance of Government be afforded, 
this Association, while it perseveres in its original objects, may ad- 
vantageously extend its operations to subjects not strictly compre- 
hended withJb its original design, hut connected therewith, and grow- 
ing out of its position as tho only organized body of inhabitants of 
Calcutta associated for public purposes, not otherwise provided for. 

VI. That your memorialists do not desire to meddle with matters 
that do not concern them ; but they respectfully submit that tho 
sphere of their usefulness as Tradesmen of Calcutta, — ^men who 
have a deep stake in tho welfare of the City, and who are conversant 
(vith its capabilities — -with the customs and habits, wants and wishes 
of its permanent inhabitants — would bo considerably extended, if the 
Calcutta Trade Association wore recognized as a public body — cn- 
muraged to approach your Lordship, when they have reasonable 
cause so to do, and permitted to address your Lordship and tho 
officers of Government, through their Master and Secretary, on 
natters coming within, or conuected with, the declared objects of the 
A.&sociation, or such other matters as have heretofore been, or may 
loroafter bo, referred to its consideration by tho Chief Magistrate or 
)ther public functionary of tho City, or of the Government. 

VII. That your memorialists, having now brought to your Lord- 
chip’s notice tho nature and objects of their Association, beg to slate 
/heir readiness to submit to your Lordship’s inspection the details of 
heir transactions as rbportod in their Journals, or a summary of 
hem, should your Lordship desire such information — they court 
nquiry into their acts, which have all had for their object tbe per- , 
nanent benefit of tbe Trades of Calcutta, and equally so of its 
nliabitants in general— and they further, with a view to extending 
he sphere of their usefulness, humbly solicit that your Lordship will 
►epleas^ to recognize the Calcutta Trade Association as a public 
)ody^J^^ing the countenance of Government ; and that your 
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Lordship win graciously ^thoriza your memorialists, in future, when 
they desire it, and hare sufficient and reasonable cause, to address your 
Lordship and all public functionai^es, through, and under signature 
of, their Master or Secretory, or either or both of them, as may 
be necessary or proper, according to ciroumstanccs ; and your me- 
morialists, as in duty bound, will always, by their acts, prove them- 
selves to be. 

Tour Lord^ip’s most faithful and obedient^ Servants, 

A. ROGERS, faster. 


F. H. BmiHTOtntG. 

S. Smith. 

R. T. TnoMsoN. 

W. Turner. 

W. H. Hamerton. 

T. Auabsioe. ' 

R. Oampbeix. 

R. J. Lattey. 

J. Llewelyn. 

J. Monteith. 

J. P. Parker. 

W. T. Scott. 

W. Thacker. 

A. Thompson. 

E. W. Allan. 

P. Atkinson. 

P. Beobie. 
r. Delmab. 

R. Dykes. 

F. T. Ferguson. 

W. T. Gibbon. 

N. Grant. 

W. Greenaway. 

J. A. Guest, 


J. Harrowell. 

J. IJastie. 

I. Jacobs. 

G. Jessop. 

H. C. ISemp. 

J. Kyd. 

A. Lawrib. 

J. Macfarlane. 

T. Mckbllar. 

D. Nuthall. 

T, OsTELL. 

G. Page. 

• P. Palmer. 

T. Palmer. 

J. Patten. 

. T. Payne. 

Ranken k , Co. 

, W. W. Robinson. 
G. Rogers. 

W* F. SCHNIBDER, 

G. Shearwood. 
Simpson k Co. 

W. H. Twentyman 
A. D. Parker. 
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To Ma. A. Roofens and Mbmbei^s of Tjps Tuade Ansocutiok. 
Gentlemen, 

I am directed bjr the Right HoooraUe the Governor of Bengal to 
acknowledge the receipt of jour Memorial, soliciting the Government 
to recognize your Association as a public body, and staling jour 
readiness to submit to his Lordship’s inspection the details of your 
transaotionsi^^ should his Lordship desire such information, and in 
reply to state, that the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal 
has no desire to inquire iitto the spooific purposes contemplated in your 
Association, 6r to inspect the details of your proceedings. As a gene- 
ral rule, however, he thinks it will bo expedient that Associations 
of the description of that formed by the body of Tradesmen and 
others represented by you^ should address the Government ordinarily 
through tliei,r Presidedt, Chairman, or Master, or by whatever other 
title the Member of the body elected to preside at Its meetings may 
be designated. 

2d. — His Lordship will be ready to receive communications or 
explanations on the affairs of the Trade Association thiough this 
channel. Ue is not aware that ho has it in his power to give any 
other recognition or countenance, or that the purposes you have in 
view can requiio his further support or assistance. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

H. T. PRINSEP, 
SecMary to Government 

Council Chamber, \ 
the 2dth December, 1834./ 


To II.* T. PaiNSBP, Esquire, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 


Ac. Ac. Ac. 


Sir, 

On the 5th I was honored with your Letter dated the 29th 

ultimo, aul^fyiaging the receipt of a Memorial, bearipg the signa- 
of dnd Members of the Calcutta Trade Associa- 
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tion, and iftforming^^ud Ifcat’ the Riglit Honorable the Governor of 
Bengal has no desire to inquire into the specific purposes contemplat- 
ed in our Association, or to inspect *the details of our proceedings. 

Your Letter further informs us that as a general rule, hoFOver, ** 
his Lordship ‘‘thinks it will be expedient that Associations of the 
description t)f that formed by the body of Tradesmen and others re- 
presented*^ by us, “should address the OovornmerU ordinarily 
through their President; Chairman, or Master, or by whatever other 
title the Member of the body elected to preside at its meetings may 
jje designated, 

Your Letter concludes by assuring us that “ His Lordship will bo 
ready to receive communications or explanations on the affairs of the 
Trade Association through this channel. Ho is not, however, aware, 
that he has it in his power to give any other recognition or counte- 
nance, or that the purposes'* we “ have in view can require his further 
support or assistance/' 

Your Letter having been road at the monthly meeting of the Trade 
Association held on Saturday evening last, the 10th Instant, I am in- 
structed by the Members to request that you will express to the 
Eight Honorable the Governor of Bengal their grateful acknowledg- 
ments for his Lordship’s gracious acquiescence in the prayer of their 
Memorial, which solicited the acknowledgment of the Calcutta Trade 
Association as a public body, and sought permission to address the 
Government through their presiding Master. 

1 am requested to add tlj^at it is not at all the desire of the Mem- 
bers of the Trade Association to obtrude the details of their tran- 
sactions upon the notice of Government, nor do they seek any sup- 
port or assistance in the prosecution of their ordinary objects ; but 
they deemed it proper when soliciting recognition a» a public body, 
to express their readiness to submit themy if required ; supposing 
his Lordship the Governor to bo unacquainted with their nature, and 
probably desirous to know, to what objects his countenance had been 
solicited. In the event of his Lordship’s being satisfied of their un- 
objectionable nature, the Members sought aud sock np more than an 
expression of his Lordship’s approbation of their past transactions 
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and erYcouragCQioiil of ihcir future objeete* as expressed in para* 
graphs V. and VL of their Memorial — in roforenee to which I am 
desired to state tliat the general and sub-committees of the Trade As- 
sociation have for several months been engaged in inquiring into the 
public matters specified in the annexed statement, with a view to 
bringing them to the notice of the Height Honorable the Governor of 
Bengal, in order that his Lordship, being possessed of the result of 
their inquiri^, may bestow upon them such consideration, and make 
such order as his Lordship may deem proper. 

I have the honor tO be. Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

A. ROGERS, 

MaUer of the Calcutta Trade Association, 

Trade B corns ^ Calcutta, \ 

22d January 1835. / 


MEMORANDUM. 

SuDjccts under inquiry and discussion with a view to represent- 
ing the same to the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal. 

I. The establishment of a well regulated Meat Bazar, suited 
to the wants and means of all classes, and conducted solely 
for their benefit, without any view to private or individual 
gain. 

II. The state of Vagrancy in Calcutta. 

III. The crowded and dangerous state of the Public Ghauts. 

IV. The state of the Conservancy of Calcutta, and suggestions 
for its ocouomy and improvement. 

V* The state of the Law of Apprenticeship and the evils result- 
ing therefrom, 

VI. The appointment of a Committee of Trust and Arbitration, 
with a viow'.lth the settlement of contested accounts and com- 
pounding ^claims on insolvents, so as to avoid legal expen- 
ses and and unnecessary oxpb6ui;e of the private affairs 
of et)p|i^sed debtors. 
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VIL The present mode of remittances from the Mofussil, and sug- 
gestions for its improrement to be submitted for the sanction 
of Gorernment. 

VIII. The unnecessary delays and inconveniences experienced in 
the export and import and transit of goods, through the 
Calcutta Custom House. 


To THfi Master of the Trade Association. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor of Bengal, to 
acknowledge the receipt of two Letters, dated respectively the 22d 
and 31 St ultimo the first from you to my addiess stating goneially 
the subjects with the consideration of which the Association were oc- 
cupied ; and the second, enclosing one, to the address of the Right 
Honorable the Governor of Bengal, proposing the establishment of 
a Market in some convenient position on the banks of the river. 

2. In reply to both these Lettersi I am directed by the Governor 
of Bengal to state that his Lordship has laid them before the Coun- 
cil of India, whose resolutions on the subject of them are to the 
following effect — Rirst, in respect to your letter dated 22d ultimo. 
The suggestions of any Intelligent body of the Inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta will always deserve, and will receive, the early and earnest at- 
tention of the Govornment, and I am directed to observe that of the 
subjects mentioned by you to-be under consideration, several seem to 
be specifically matters in respect to which the Government must de- 
sire to learn the sentiments of the classes repi evented by the Trade 
Association. ^ ^ 

8* With respect, however, to the specific propositions and plan 
submitted in the address of the Slst ultimo, for the establishment 
of a Ifarket, the Governor General of India in Council concura en- 
tirely in regarding it as highly desirable that such a concern should 
be esiabiished, and doubts not that, in the for^i and under the rules 

^ E 



< 2G ) 

* ' t 

proposed bj the Trade Assaciatiott, the marjeet would prove a benefit 
of no ordinary kind to the population of the town : but, his Lord- 
ship in Council looks upon all such placets as in the nature of specu-' 
lations of persons from funds independent of the Public Revenue, and 
he considers therefore that the Government would not bo justified in^ 
making any advance from the Treasury in aid of the scheme, how- 
soever well t{^e ultimate re-paymont might sdOm to be secured. 

4. If there be any Public Lands conveniently situated for the 
intended Market, and not required for any more important public ob- 
ject, his Lordship in Council might be induced to assign them for 
the purpose, either on rent*or on terms of permanent transfer suitable 
to the scheme of the proposed establishment, calculated to give eu- 
couragoraent to the undertaking ; Ho is compelled, however, on 
general principles, to deebne extending further aid than this to tho 
project submitted by you in this instance. If, satisfied with the 
assistance thus tendered, the Trade Association should still deter- 
mine on the execution of the scheme, and should be able to raise the 
necessary funds independently of the Government, the Governor 
General in Council will be piej|ar6d to give attention to a renewed 
application for any suitable ground that may appear to bo available, 
and to consider favorably the tender that may be made for it with 
reference to the principle above explained. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient Sertant, 

H. T. PRINSEP. 
Secretary to Government 


Council Cltamler^ 
the lO^ft Februnry^ 1835, 
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MILITARY COURTS OF REQUESTS 


To G. A. Bushby, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Supreme Oomcil of India. 

Sir, . ^ 

We have the honor respectfully to state, that having lately had 
occasion to prefer certain claims against Some ofBoers of the Madras 
Army, before a Military Couit of Requesjbs, and having forwarded 
the usual attested accounts within the prescribed amount, sworn to 
on affidavit, wo were surprised by these documents being returned 
to us, with an intimation from the Staff Officer of the Force to whom 
we had applied in two of the instances referred to above, that it had 
been decided by the Judge Advocate Qeneial of the Madras Army, 
iha1| demands of the nature we had made could not be recoguiaed by 
the Court in the absence of the Plaintiffs/* 

2. We beg to submit, for the consideration and decision of the 
Supreme Council, the hardship and ll!ijnstice which must arise to us, 
who have many customers in that quarter, and the trading commu- 
nity of India generally, fiora the practice which is thus stated to 
exist under the Madras Presidency, so opposed to the custom and re- 
gulation of this Presidency, where the Military Courts have been at 
all times open, and prompt redress, in most cases, has been afforded 
^ to us, without any necessity for our appearance, either in person or 
by attoJ:ney> 

8j j Tb show more clearly the practidS which prevails u^der the 
Bengal Presidency, we beg leave to make the fplIowin| extracts 
from a wnrk, which we believe is considered as good authority, Cap- 
taiii^ W, 9!oQg1fi*8 Military (Jourts, page 180 : — 

The uahal course |s to swear the del^t before a Msgistratoi and 
such Aehts are directed to be received by the Court, as if the plain- 
tiff were predehfc Q. LeWer, No. 752, 22nd May,'* 1831, 28th 
^Auril and 24tfe July, JjBSO ) In Military tmk we receive the do- 
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cuments as sworn Wore the Ma^straie as evidence without other 
proof. If defendant did not admit the debt, and thought the signa- 
ture not a real one, it is very easy to send it to the Magistrate, and 
ascertain the fact.’’, 

4th. Wo need scarcely add, that to require our attendance Would, in 
the majority of instances, be tantamount to denial of justice ; most 
of tlie Military Stations being at very long distances from Calcutta, 
and there bmtig no possibility of engaging an Agent to act in our 
behalf, at the places where the defendants might be residing. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed,) HAMILTON & CO. 

Calcutta, \ 

27th May, 1835, / 


(No. 445 ) 

To Messhs. Hamilion and 4fo. 

Gentlemln, 

With reference to your letter under date 27th of May last, to the 
addiess of Mr. Secretary Bushby, I am directed to transmit, for 
your information, the annexed copy of a General Order by his Ex- 
oillency the Coinmander-in-Chicf at IFort Saint George, dated the 
25th July, 1835, by which you will perceive, that the rule at that 
Presidency, of which you corapjained, has been so far relaxed, as to 
admit of a plaintiff suing by attorney before a Military Court of 
llequests.* 

I am, Gentlcmed, 

Youu most obedient servant, 

(Sighed,) W. OASEMBNt, Con, 

Seeyt to the Qovt of India, MUtf 

Council Chamber, \ 

3k( Augt 1835. f . 
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aBifiSBAL ORDERS, 

Byi hU If^sqelkney ih Comm0nder4n-CkUf. 

Bead Quarters^ Choultry Plain, 
25th July, 1835. 

With rcferet^ce to the Memoranda published in G. 0. C. C. 10th 
February 1835, it ia hereby notified for general information, that, 
in cases where persons having claims are unabW to attend, in son- 
sequence of residing at •a distant station, or from any othei* suffi- 
cient cause, Courts of Eequeats arc competent to admit the prosecu- 
tion of the suit by any person duly authorized to appear on behalf 
of the plaintiff. ^ 

(A true Copy,) 

(Signed,) T. 11. S. CONWAY, 

Adju GenL of the Army. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed,) W. CASEMENT, Col., 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, Milty, Dept 
Compd. (Signed,) J, HART. 

— -i 


To Col, W. Casement, C. B. 

Secy, to the Govt of India, Milty. Dept. 

Sm, 

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
3 1 at ult, with the copy annexed of a General Order by His Excol- 
ihe Commander-in-Chief at Fort St. George, dated 20th July, 1835. 

2nd. Although we feel grateful for the partial relaxation of the 
rule ai that Presidency, which admits of our appearing as, plaintiffs 
by attorney before a Military Court of Requests, yet we respectfully 
beg leave again to submit to the consideration of Government, the 
impossibility of reoovering our demands from the^ want of European 
re^dents, not in tho service of the Honourable Company, ai most 
of the Stations where we have claims pending, and yfho would be 
willing and competent to act as our attprniee. We readily admit, that 
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at Madias and MaSuIipatam wa Ixi able to obtain 'the scrviobs 
of an efficient agent to act on Whalf, but at Scciindrabad, 
Kamptio, Samulcotta, Waltair, and several Stations, where single 
corps are cantoned, such assistance would be altogether impracticable 
3rd. We would therefore humbly beg leave to suggest, for the 
consideration of Government, that, on all occasions when we, or any 
other Tradesmen under similar circumstances, may he compelled to 
sue as plaintiffs before a Military Court of Ibequesta under the Mad- 
ras Presidency, that the Deputy Judge Advocate General of the Di- 
vision, or the District or station Staff, as the case may be, should 
bo empowered to appear a^d sue on our behalf in like manner as the 
first named of t|ese officers is accustomed to appear on the part of 
Government in the case of General Couits Martial. 

We have the honor to be, 

Su, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 
(Signed,) HAMILTON b CO. 

7th Sept. 1835./ 


To Major P. Cuaiqie, 38th N L 

^Deputy Adjutmi Omeral of the Amjf. 
Sir, 

I have the honor, under m&tructiona from the Committee of the 
Calcutta Trade Association, to solicit the favor of your obliging the 
Committee with a copy of the Ciicular letter issued from your office 
on the subject of the admission of affidavits of debt at Military Courts 
of Requests, for the information of the Members of the Association. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) JOHN MULLER. 




( 31 ) 

(No. 2452.) 

Adjutant OemraYs Head Qmrten, Camp, 

Delhi, 27th December, 1841. 

Sir, 

I aio directed by Hid !^xcollency the Commaiider-in^Ohief to ac- 
kriowlp^ge the receipt of ydur letter of the 11th inetant, oonvoyiog 
the request of the Comtnittec of the Calcutta Trade Aasociatlon to 
be furnished with a C6|)y of the Circular letter issued from this 
office, oh the subject of the admission of affidavits Of debt at Military 
Courts of Requests, and in reply to inform you, that it does not ap- 
pear that any Circular on the subject was aver promulgated. 

A decision to the effect mentioned by you was, it is believed, pass- 
ed in the month of August 1831, but the correspondence of that 
period is not at present at Head Quarters ; it has however been call- 
ed for, ^and I ^all hereafter be required to address you on the 
matter 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) P. CRAIGrIE, Major, 
Deputy Adjutant General of the Army* 

To the Secretary to the \ 

Calcutta Trade Association, j 


(No. 1-OG) 

Adjutant OeneraVs Office, Head Quarters, Camp, 
Kurnaul, \^th January, 1842.;» 

SiRj 

With reference to the letter addressed to you from this Dopart- 
naen^; on the 27th ultimo, No. 2452, 1 am directed by Uis Excellency 
the'Commauder-in-Chief to state, that he has had before him the 
correspondence which took place in 1831, in the course of which a 
decision was given, by the then Commander-in-Chiof, in favor of the 
admission of affidavits of debt before Military Couvls of Bequests. 
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Ilifi Excellency has likewise had under his consideration the opi- 
nion of Counsel on the matter, and as that is opposed to their admis- 
sion, the Commander-in-Chief is iaducod to decline to forward a copy 
of a letter containing a decision, now dooined to hate been based on 
an erroneous' construction of an opinion of a former Advocate General. 

I ara, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed,) J. E. LUMLEY, M. Oenehal, 

Adjutant General of the Army, 

To the Secretary to the \ 

Calcutta Trade Association, ) 


A. G. CuicuLAR No. 1547, ISrn July, 1844. 

SlE, 

A question having been 'raised with respect to the legality, or 
otherwise, of admitting the affidavit of a plaintiff before a Court of 
Requests as sufficient evidence of the claim being just, I have the 
honor, by direction of Ilis Excellency the Commmander-in-Chief, to 
inform you, for the guidance of Courts of Requests held at stations 
within the division under your coininand, that it is the opinion of 
some of the first law authorities in India, ^ that the affidavit of a 
plaintiff not on the spot, is inadmissible as evidence of the truth of 
his claim. 

(Signed,) ' J. R. LUMLEY, M. Gbkeral, 

Adjutant General of the Army, 


(True Copy.) 


REMAIlK^ BY Ills Excellency the Commandbr-in-Ohief on a 
Court Martial tonn at Poona, on the 29th Aua. 1836, on 
Lt. and Brev. Caft. G. Macrbnzib. 


In the course of the defendants address to the Court, doctrines 
are put prominently forward, which (having also been advanced else- 



FPqoI, Chief Justice ; Su Thomas TurCon, late Advocate Ceaeral 
DolonU Birch, Jud^e Advocate Goner^ of the Army. 
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where) the Commander-in-Chief in India deems it necessary to re- 
mark upon. 

The defendant says, that the charges against him were “ founded 
on an unprecedented and uncalled for inquisition into his private 
affairs ; unwarranted -by the usages and regulations of His Ma- 
jesty’s Service,” and further, that so common an occurrence as^ an 
OfScer running into debt cannot “ possibly be the proper Subject of a 
Military Charge a^d he adds, that “ the conduct of an Officer in 
private life, is most certainly not subject to control or Military 
jurisdiction.” 

It is to be hoped, that such opinions as these are not very current 
amongst the Officers of the Army in India : but, nevertheless, the 
Commandor-in-Chief thinks it would be wrong to permit such senti- 
ments to be advanced, without condemning them ; and calling to 
the recollection of Officers, that etsery act which is unbecoming tho 
character of an Officer and a Gentleman, is “a proper subject of 
a Military charge.” Ho is muCh mistaken who deems that he may 
run into debt beyond his means for making re-pUyment, and may 
leave his Station while under such circumstances, and thus occasion 
his own name, and that of tho regiment to which he belongs, to be- 
come topics for scandal and reprobation, without his becoming fully 
amenn,ble to Military jurisdiction, and liable to punishment for such 
conduct. ^ 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

R. TORRENS, Col., 

Adjt Genl K M, Forces in India, 

Allahabad, \ 

2nd Nov, 1836. / 



GENERAL ORDERS BY IIIS EXCELLENCY 


THE 

’rIGTIS: IIONOIIABLE THE COMMANPEIMN^CITIEP, 

' llend Quarters, Simlah, January 1, 1848. 


REVISED IIULES. 

FOR 

MILITARY COURTS OP REQUESTS. 

Ills Excolicncj the Right IlonorabJo the Cotnmander-ln-Chlof liav- 
ing had many instances of irregular procedure of Courts of Requests 
brought to his notice, and complaints from Plaintiffs that unnecessary 
impediments had been thrown in the way of their recovering debts 
justly duo to them, has deemed it expedient that inconvenient or 
erroneous modes of practice should be corrected, and uniformity of 
system established, with which all concerned may bo acquainted. 
Ilis Lordship accordingly has been pleased to direct the substance of 
the circular letter from the Adjutant General’s Office of the 1st of 
May, 1829, laying down rules for such Courts, to be embodied in a 
General Order, together with such further detailed instructions on 
the subject as circumstances have shown to be necessary. The fol- 
lowing Rules arc to be considered as Standing Orders, and any orders 
or instructions at variance with them are hereby cancelled. 

EUIIOPBAN COURTS OF BEQUESTS. 

.1. European Courts of Requests will assemble at the different 
stations of the army on the 5th of every month, or should that fall 
on a SundttJj'W the^followlng day, before, which Courts, actions of 
debt and! ^|t;|iersonal actions not exceeding in amount the sum speci- 
fied in se^bn 54 of the Act 3d and 4th Victoria,* C. 37, and against 
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the parties coming witliin the description of persons indicated in that 
section, or made amenable thereto, may bo prosecuted. The above 
cited section is in the following words ; 

“ And bo it enacted, that in all places where the said Company’s 
forces now arc, or may be employed, or where any body of Her 
Majesty’s forces may be serving with the forces of the said Company, 
situate beyond the jurisdiction of the Courts of Requests ^establil^hcd 
at the cities of Calcutta?, Madras, and Bombay, respectively, actions 
of debt, and all personal actions against Officers, all persons licensed 
to act as sutlers to any corps or detachment, or at any station or 
-cantonment, all persons resident within thq limits of a military can- 
tonment, or other persons amenable to the provisions of this Act, 
shall be cognizable before a Court of Requests composed of military 
officers, and not elsewhere, provided the value in question shall not 
c.\cocd four hundred Company’s Rupees, and that the defendant was 
a person of the above description when the cause of action arose, 
which Court the commanding Officer of any station or Cantonment is 
hereby authorized and empowered to convene ; and the said Court 
shall, in all practicable cases, consist of. five commissioned Officers, 
and in no instance of less than three ; and the President thereof 
shall, in all practicable cases, be a Field Officer, and in no case bo 
under the rank of a Captain, and every Member having served five 
years as a commissioned Officer ; and ^tlio President and Members 
assisting at any such Court, before any proceedings to be had before 
it, shall take the following oath upon the Holy Evangelists, which 
oath shall bo administered by the President of the Court to the other 
Members thereof, and to tho President by any Member, having first 
taken the oath, fthat is to say) : 

I swear f that I will duly administer justice according to the 

evidence in the matters that shall he hrought before me* So help me 
God:^ 

** And every witness before any such Court shall bo examined on 
oath, which such Courts are hereby authorized to administer, or if 
Natives of the Bast Indies on oath or solemn declaration, as tho 
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circumstances of tho ease may require; 'and it shall be compotoni 
for su^ Courts, upon finding any debt or damage due, either to award 
execution thereof generally, or to direct that the whole, or any part 
thereof, shall be stopped and paid over to the creditor out of any pay 
or public money which may be coming to tho debtor in the current 
or any future month, or to be paid by instalments on sufficient secu- 
rity s and Jn case the execution shall be awarded generally, the 
debt, if not paid forthwith, shall be levied hr seizure and public sale 
of such of the debtor’s goods as may be found within the camp, gar- 
rison, or cantonment, under a written order of the commanding Officer, 
grounded on the judgment^ of tho Court; and the goods of the debtor, 
if found within tho limits of the Company’s garrison or cantonment, 
to which the debtor shall belong at any subsequent -time, shall be 
liable to be seized and sold in satisfaction of any remainder of such 
debt or damages ; and if sufficient goods shall not bo found within 
tho limits of tho camp, garrison, or cantonment, then apy public 
money, or any sum not exceeding tlie half pay accruing to the debtor, 
shall be stopped in liquidation of such debt or damage ; and if such 
debtor shall not receive pay as an Officer, or from any public depart- 
ment, but be a sutler, servant, or follower, he shall be arrested byjike 
order of the commanding Officer, and imprisoned in some convenient 
place within the military boundaries for the space of two months, 
unless tho debt bo sooner paid.’* 

2. Proclamation is to bo made through all the bazars at noon 
on tho last day of each month, of tho time and place whore t!lie 
next European Court of Requests will assemble. 

3. All claims are to he preferred in writing, and delivered to the 
station Staff Officer on or before the^st of tho pidhth. Tho state- 
ments wSl also specify the residence of the Plaintiff and Defendant, 
and tho witnesses who will prove the claim, ^ Claims, by Plaintiffs at 
tho station, delivered at the station Staff office after the 1st of tho 
month, cannot bo submitted to the Cdurt of Requests until the fol- 
lowing month. 

4. These claims are to be entered in a schedule in the 'order of 
thoir;c^lj% received by the Station Staff Officer, according to tho form 
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in Appoinlix A, which schedule is to be sent on the following day to 
Adjutants of corps or heads of departments. , These Officers are re- 
quired to make a note of the particulars of the claims against each 
individual of their respective corps or est^iblishmeiits, certifying that 
they have done so on the back of the schedule. They will then bo 
held responsible that the "Defendants are duly summoned, and are 
required to forward to the station Staff Officer acknowledgements 
from the Defendants of. their having boon summoned, and of having 
had two days’ notice. Defendants who satisfy Plaintiffs, are re- 
quired to certify the same in writing to the station Staff Officer, 
before the day appointed for the meeting of the Court. 

5. It is not competent to the station Staff Officer to refuse to 
register any claim, nor can the commanding Officer of the station 
interfere and prevent the institution of any suit, except it ho against 
an European non-commissioned Officer or soldier serving with a 
regiment. 

6. In all priicticable cases, a field Officer is to ho detailed as 
President of such Court, and Captains and Subalterns of not less 
than five years’ standing as Members. 

7. When the Plaintiff is a Native, or there are Native witnesses 
to bo examined, a competent Interpreter is to bo in attendance. 

8. European non-commissioned Officers and soldiers with corps 
are not considered amenable to Courts of Pequeats ; but if in extra 
regimental employ, and receiving pay from any public department, 
they arc considered to be amenable. 

9. Persons of European descent (not being Her Majesty!s natural 
born subjects, born in Europe, or the children of such subjects,) serv- 
ing with the Native army, are considered amenable to European 
Courts of Requests. 

10. Persons amenable to Courts of Requests who may reside at 
the station, but without the limits of the military cantonment, arc- 
subject to the jurisdiction of such Courts held within such canton- 
ment. 

11. Persons not amenable to the Articles of War, although re- 
siding within a military cantonment, arc not subject to the jurisdic- 
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lion of Courts of Requests uuctor the provisions of section 51 of the 
Act 3d and 4th Victpria, C. 37, But European or East Indian 
traders and non-military persons employed in Offices or in the depart- 
ment of public worksy residing within cantonments, who do not fully 
acknowledge the jurisdiction of a Court of Requests in all cases of 
petty debt within the amount fixed by the above cited section, may 
be directed by the commanding Officer of the station to quit the 
limits of cantonments forthwith, (a report of. the circumstance being 
pioniptly made for the information of Go\ eminent). 

12. The proceedings of the Court are to he conducted with due 
care, and to be recorded in the manner set fuith in the Tonn in Ap- 
pendiv B, and on being closed they arc to bo forwared to the com- 
manding Officer of the station, for publication in station orders. 

13. The Court having mot, the Members and President arc to bo 
duly sworn accoiding to the form given in the section of the Mutiny 
Act inserted above. The Interpreter (if any) to he sworn in the 
following wonls, taken from the form of oath for. Interpreters at 
EiP’opoan Couits Martial ; viz : — 

“ 1 swear, that 1 will faithfully interpret and translate in all 
cases in which I shall he called on to do so. So help me God.'* 

1 1. Section 1 of this General Order is then to he read, and tlic 
schedule, the written statements of the Plaintiffs”* and the Bcfoiidants* 
acknowledgments of having been warned, being laid upon the table, 
the cases are to bo called on in the order of their entry in the schedule. 

15. If the PlaiutilF, being resident at the station where the Court 
sits, falls to attend pci sonally, or by representatives, to support his 
claim, or«5lf the Defendant having been duly warned, fails to attend to 
defend the suit, the Court inay proceed to the termination of the suit 
in the presence of the party who does attend. 

• IG kShoiild neither party be in attendance, the Court will record 
a ** nonsuit.’* 

17. Jw piaiutitf and Defendant are Loth in Court, the Court 
enquires PlaiiitiiT (not upon oath) what the nature of liis 
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demand is, and on this being stated, interrogates the Defcndcant 
{not upon oath) as to whether ho admits the debt, and acquiesces in 
the statement or not. JPhis preliminary examination of the parties 
is to be cond noted by the Court to such extent as may appcar[[to be 
desirable, and it is to be remembered that such declarations as either 
party may make against his own interest ^ although not on oath, are 
good evidence against himself. 

18. Should the Defendant acknowledge the debt, a decree is then 
passed and recorded accordingly ; and the Court proceeds to the 
next case. 

19. Should the Defendant deny the di^bt, the Plaintiff should bo 
called upon for his proofs, and his witnesses are to be examined on 
oath or affirmation by the Court, and subjected to cross-examination 
by tlio Defendant ; but their evidence need not be recorded. When 
documentary evidence is produced, the handwriting is to be proved on 
oath or affirmation, by some' competent person. 

20. Tho diffendant is then in like manner called upon for bis 
evidence ; tlie witnesses being subjected to the cross-examination of 
the Plaintiff. 

21. It is competent to tho. Court to examine either or both the 
parties on oath. If cither , party refuse to be sworn and give evi- 
dence, such refusal may bo deemed tantamount to a confession 
against himself, and judgment may be passed and recorded against 
him accordingly. 

22. The affidavit of a Plaintiff at- a distance, is inadmissible as 
proof of his claim. 

23. A Plaintiff at a distance should forward to the station Staff 
Officer his vouchers, receipts, or other documentary evidence in sup- 
port of his claim attached to the statement required by rufe 3 ; and 
the station Staff officer will summon the Adjutant of the Defendant's 
corps, or other competent person, to attend the Court to depose to 
the handwriting. When the handwriting in tho vouchers, <fcd,, is 
proved, tho burthen of proof of payment, or other circumstance to 
rebut the claim, rests with the Defendant ; or the Court may proceed 
under rule 21. 
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24. The Court decides by a majority of voices according to the 
evidence before it, and the decision is entered on the record ; special 
attention being given, in the event of finding any debt or damage 
due, to the provisions of the above quoted section of 3d and 4th 
Victoria, C. 37, and to the mode of proceeding therein prescribed. 

25. An European Court of Retjuests cannot in any case decide 
Buit^ touching property in land or houses, neither can such be seized 
and sold in satisfaction of its decrees. * 

2C. The Court cannot enter into a claim beyond passing its de- 
cision on the sum sued for. It must decide whether the claim be or 
bo not substantiated in par,t or in full. 

27. Tho Court is to be most particularly careful in wording their 
awards. A decree against a Plaintiff should be framed according to 
circumstances, either as Verdict for the Defendant/' or ** Plaintiff 
Nonsuited." The first prevents any subsequent revival of the claim, 
the second permits the institution of anotlier suit. The misuse of 
these terms may be very unjust to the party ; the former is to be 
applied to cases where the claim is unjust and false, the latter when 
the evidence is insufiicient only, and it is evident or reasonable to 
conclude that it may be completely adduced on some subsequent oc- 
casion. 

28. The Court is competent to weigh the inconvenience a master . 
is put to by tho desertion of a servant, against the claim of such 
servant for wages, and to make a deduction from the claim in propor- 
tion. 

29. The Court has no criminal jurisdiction, and is not authorized 
to investigate cases of maltreatment', except when a servant sues for 
his wages, and assigns that reason for having quitted service. 

30. It is competent to the Court to make deductions from wages 
when sued for in such Court, for articles proved to have been wilfully 
injured, or lost, or damaged, through the negligence of the Plaintiff, 

31. A Plaintiff cannot divide a claim exceeding four hundred 

Rupees, so as to make two or more portions, each not in excess to 
that sum, and each portion as a separate debt, at the same or 

different 
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32. A riainiiff may commence a suit for a* debt exceeding^ four 
Imndrcd Rupees in amount, provided he agrees to limit his demand 
to that sum, and to release and quit claim to the surplus of the said 
debt in excess to that sum. 

33. Interest cannot be allowed upon shop bills or simple contract 
debts, unless a balance has boon struck and a time fixed for payment, 
or unless there has been a special agreement between the parties that 
interest shall be charged from a given day. 

34. When a Defendant shows -his inability to make immediate 
payment subsequently in one sum, it will in most cases be for the 
interest of both parties instead of awarding execution generally, to 
take security for the Defendant’s payment by reasonable instalments. 

35. Courts of Requests are to take notice of the Act 2l8t, James 
I., C. 16, (commonly known as “ Statute of Limitation”) and to 
reject any claims that may prove to be of more than six years* stand- 
ing, unless it shall bo satisfactorily established that the Defendant ^ 
has made a direct promise to pay within six years of the institution 
of the suit 

36. Courts of Requests may reject all suits when the claims are 
made for immoral considerations. 

37. In the event of a commanding Officer of a station being 
aware of an error or omission in the proceedings of an Ruropcau 
Court of Requests, which would vitiate its award, ho may point it 
out, and the Court may, without impropriety, receive any suggestion 
of this nature and correct the error. But such commanding Officer 
has no authority to call upon the Court to record the evidence, or to 
assign a reason for any verdict, or to direct a revision, because he 
disapproves of any award. The judgment of an European Court of 
Requests is final, and a commanding Officer can neither disapprove 
of its -award, or refuse to carry it into execution, if legal, in itself. 

38. If an European Court of Requests err in the mode by which 
it directs its award to he carried into effect, and order the amount 
decreed to be paid by monthly instalments, without taking sufficient 
security, or order stoppage from a person not in the receipt of public 
pay, it is competent for. the commanding Officer of the station to 
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* return the proceedings, and the Court will correct the mistake com- 
mitted. In the event of its having been dissolved, it is competent 
for him to direct the trial to commence de no^o before another Court, 
the award of the former Court being null* As the conimanding 
Officer has no power to act, but under the decree of tbo Court, and 
tliut decree being vitiated by the error, he cannot proceed to levy the 
sum t<.warde^ by the seizure and sale of the party’s goods, or to 
imprison the debtor. • 

39. Before proceeding to seize and sell a Defendant’s goods under 
an award of execution general, it is requisite that he be called upon 
to pay the amount of the djcrcc. 

40. Sums awarded, if not .immediately paid in Court, are to bo 
collected by the station Staff Officer, and disbursed by him to the 
claimants, in the order of the suits having been instituted ; entering 
the same in the column sot apart for the purpose in the proceedings 
of the Court before which the case may have been heard, 

41. The proceedings of Courts of Requests are to be carefully 
preserved, and to bo bound up together at the end of the year. The 
receipts of Plaintiffs are to he filed and preserved. 

A. 

List of claims lodged at the Brigade office at — for 

hivestigation before the European ( or Native) Court of Bequests, 
to be assembled at the mess house of the — at — o'clock 
A. M. on the 5th of 184-^. 


Defendants, 

Plaintiffs, 

Amount. 

On what 

Corps, 

% 

Bank and Names. 

account. 







(Signed) A* B. 
Major of Brigade, 



FORM OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF AN EUROPEAN COURT OF REQUES 'S. 

Proceedings of the European Court of Requests asseml>led at on the 5th day of 

Presidei^t. 

Lieutenant Colonel A. 13. regiment . 

Capelin C. D., Her Majesty’s dragoons, ) f Captain E. F., regiment of native infi 
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The witnesses examined on the above cases gave their evidence upon oath. 

. ‘ , (Signed) A. 5., Lieut. Colonel. PreskUnt. 

(Extm sheets to be prepared on pm^^ose to attach to this in the event of their being required.) 
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D. 

To THE Rrom IJonourable Lord William Cavendish Bentinck, ^ 
G. C. B. Goveuxoii General op British India. 

My Lord, 

Wo the undersigned. Merchants, Tradesmen and others inhabit- 
ants of Calcutta, beg most respectfully to approach your lordwship 
with a representation of the hardships and •grievances we labour un- 
der, in respect to the present system of levying postages on Letters 
and Bhangy parcels to the mofFussil. 

According to the existing regulation of the General Post Office, no 
letters or parcels to the mofFuail arc received for despatch without 
first paying the postage in advance. 

This is the grievance we humbly beg to submit to the notice of 
your Lordship, as one that presses more or less on the whole com- 
munity of Calcutta, and with peculiar severity on those engaged in 
Trade, or who carry on an extonsivo daily correspondence, and who 
are obliged to have recourse to the public Bhangy to convoy 
heavy parcels to distant constituents, inasmuch as they are obliged 
to pay down considerable sums of ready money, which become book 
debts, not bearing either profit or interest, and which in many cases 
form principal items in their bills. 

It will readily occur to your Lordship, with reference to rates of 
Postages and Bhangy hire, that many are necessitated to disburse 
very large sums, in some cases to the extent of several hundreds of 
rupees, ou a Bhangy day, and when it is considered that such ad- 
vances arc not of unfrequent occurrence, the hardship of being kept 
out of^sueh sums of monies for considerable periods, will at once 
be apparent ; and it frequently happens that the Bhangy postage is 
more than the value of the parcel. 

We therefore earnestly and humbly solicit that your Lordship will 
tako these circumstances into consideration, and place the Post Office 
on a similar footing as in England, whero letters and parcels are al- 
lo^v^ed to be sent hearing Postage, the same being payable by the 
party receiving them. 

Clauses 8 and 9 of the Post Office regulations (quoted in the 
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margin for ready reference) provide amply, wo submit, against any 
defalcation in the public revenue. 

Should it be urged that occasional losses must bo inevitable from 
parties intermediately quitting Calcutta, or from other contingencies, 
and that the altered system we pray for, may entail additional 
trouble or expense, we respectfully submit, that all these objec- 
tions will bo more than met by the advantages accruing from jin 
increased correspondence, which it is natural to expect will arise out 
of the facilities the new system would create, it being a well known 
fact that the present demand of Postage, acts as a serious hin- 
drance to any extended correspondence. 

By an order issued by the Post Master dcncral on the 11th inst, 
the rates of Postage have again been raised to the old standard of 
1830, which, wo respectfully submit, is an additional reason for your 
Lordship’s consideration of tho hardships under which wc labour, 
and which, from the present depressed state of Trade, arc severely 
felt, not by a few, but by all the Tradesmen, and many of tho other 
Inhabitants of Calcutta 

Wo feel confident this grievance has only to bo brought to your 
Lordship’s notice to be remedied, and wc fully believe when these 
draw-backs upon Correspondence are taken off, a great increase in 
tho Public Revenue will be tho result. 

The Signatures attached to this memorial will, we humbly hope, 
tekify to your Lordship that tho evils complained of are not imagi- 
NAUY ; we have long and patiently suffered under the operation of 
tho evils wo complain of, and fiud ourselves at length compelled by 
circumstances, to appeal to your Lordship’s consideration for the pro- 
tection of our interests. 

Wo have the honor to subscribe ourselves,'* 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble servants. 


Alexander <k Co. 
Ferousson <k Co. 
MACINTYRE & Co. 
Cruttenden & Co. 

^ Boyd, Beeby k Co. 


Bruce, Shand & Co. 
Bagshaw & Co. 
Cockerell & Co. 
Gisborne <fc Co. 

Lyall Mathbson & Co. 
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Brightman & "Co. 

J. BuUKIX YOUNG <fc Co. 
Hamilton & Co. 

Middleton & Co. 

H. Scott Thomson. 

W. Tukneh. 

^Andrew <k Co. 

PlTTAll*& Co. 

Fiimi Gordon &, Co. 

W. Greenaway. 

D. Mills. 

Twentyman &, Co. 

Smithson Holdswortii & Co. 
Begbee Navin. 

J. Holmes. 

Malcolm Buchanan & Co. 

11. Eglinton ds Co, 

MulCeu Kitohie &> Co. 
Presgraye & Co. 

B. lllTCIIARDS. 

T. OSTELL. 

E. Nosky Co. 

Stwart & Co. 

Rankin & Co. 

Leydurn & Co. 

Watts <fe Co. 

Currie & Co. 

Gibson McKelleh &; Co. 

G. Siiearwood. 

MoFarlane & Co. 

D. Met HOLD. 

Watkins Cliff & Co, 

P. Grant. 

Dykes &, Co.; 

Manton & go. 


J. J. Fleury. 

jESsor'& Co. 

Watson & Co. 

McKenzie, Lyall & Co. 
Jamieson & Co. 

Oswald Glasgow <fc Co. 
E. Macintosh &, Co. 
Tulloii k Co. 

r 

Bathgate <fc Co, 

D. McDonald. & Co. 

E. Gray. 

J. J. Crane & Co. 
Ciialcraft (fc Co. 

Burn <b Co. 

Mathew <fc Co. 

Kyi) & Co. 

T. W. Roberts. 

P. Augier. 

- P. Moniet. 

W. Wallis. 

J. Monteith. 

J. Llewellyn, 

W. Bell & Co. 

M. Collier. 

W. W. Robinson. 

J. P. Parker. 

W. Storm. 

Samuel Smith & Co. 
Walker Roussuc & Co. 
Willis & Earle. 

A. & G. Apcar. 

Agabbg & Co. 

Tnos DeSousa & Co. 
Anderson Wallace & Co. 
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T6 Mu. F. 11. BURKINtOUNO, 

And other Merchants and Tradesmen of Calcutta, 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Vice President in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your Letter dated the 31st May last, submitting at the 
request of the Merchants and Tradesmen of Calcutta, a representa- 
tion of tlie difficulties they labour under, in consequence the *p re- 
sent system of levying Postage in advance, on Letters and Bhangy 
parcels conveyed into the Moffusil by the public Mails and establish- 
ments, and in reply, to state that the Governor General and the Vico 
President in Council, having given to the^ subject very mature con- 
sideration, concur in regretting their inability to adopt the change 
solicited by you, consistently with the safety of the public Revenue 
derivable from this source, and the punctual performance of the duties 
of the Post Office establishment. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

II. T. PRINSEP, 

Secy, to the Govt, 

Council Chamber, \ 
the 7th August, 1832./ 


To Lt. T. J. Taylor, 


Secretary to the Post Office Committee, 
Sir, 

Being fully impressed with the conviction that a represenj^ation of 
existing evils in any of the branches for which your Committee has 
been constituted, will, when respectfully represented, meet with duo 
consideration, 1 am instructed by the Trade Assodiation to submit 
through you, a representation of the hardships and grievances the 
community labor under in respect to the present mode of levying pos- 
tages in Calcutta on letters and Bhangy parcels to the moffusil. 

According to the existing regulations of the General Post Office, 

H 
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letters or parcels to the moffusil are not received for despatch, with^ ^ 
out first paying the postage in advance. 

This is a grievance, the Trade association humbly submit to the 
notice of your Committee, as one that preabs more or less on the 
whole community of Calcutta^ and especially operating tvith undue 
severity on those engaged in Trade, or who carry on an extensive 
daily corK.spoadeucc. Those parties arc obliged to have recourse to 
the Public Bhangy to convoy heavy parcels ‘to distant constituents, 
and in accordance with the present existing regulation must pay 
down consiJorablo sums of ready money which become book-debts, 
bearing neither interest ortprolit, and which in many casos’form prin- 
cipal items in their bills. 

It will readily occur to your CommiWee, with reference to rates of 
Postages and Bhangy hire, that many are necessitated to disburse 
very large amounts, in some cases to the extent of several hundred 
llupeos, on a Bhangy day ; and when it is considered that advances 
of this nature are not of unfrequont occurrence, the hardship of being 
kept out of such sums fOr iadefiiiito periods must at once be appa- 
rent, nay it frequently haj)pon3 that the Bhangy postage amounts to 
more than the value of the parcel. 

The Trade Association earnestly and respectfully solicit, that your 
Coinmittoo will take these circumstances into consideration, and re- 
commend that, that portion of the Post Ofiico regulations be placed 
on a similar footing to those adopted in England, where letters and 
parcels are allowed to be forwarded bearing Postage, the same being 
payable by the party receiving them. 

The annexed transcript of clauses 8 and 9 of the Post Office regu- 
lations j)rovido amply, it is submitted, against any defalcation in the-^ 
public revenue. 

Should it be coutended that occasional losses must be inevitable 
from parties intermediately quitting Calcutta or from other contin-> 
goncios, and that the altered system may entail additional trouble or 
oxpon^. The Trade Associatioa respectfully submit that all these 
o hj limfe' will be more thau compensated by the advantages accru- 
an Increased correspondence, which it ia obvious must arlso 
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out of the facilities the new eystem would create, it being a well 
known fact,. that the present demand of Postage, operates as a serious 
hinderance to any extended correspondence. 

A late order issuing from the Post Master General raising the 
rates of postage to the old standard of 1830, will, it is confidently 
hoped, induce your Committee to recommend such alteration as may 
relieve the community from so unjust a method of levyii^ postage. 

That the evils coni planed of are not imaginary, your Committeo 
must be aware, although the public have long and patiently suffered 
them, and the Trade Association in respectfully bringing them to tlio 
notice of your Committee feel satisfied tl^at a due consideration of 
them will not fail to point out the remedy. 

I have the honor to bo. 

Sir, 

Your most obedont Servant, 

A. ROGERS, 
Master. 

Trade Jlooms, \ 

2dth May, 1835. J 


To C. Beadon Esq. 

Gommissioner for Post Office Enquiry. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular let- 
ter, No. 10, dated the Ist ultimo, forwarding, for reply, a series of 
questions relating to the Post Office. 

2nd. Your letter with its accompaniment was, immediately on 
receipt, laid before the General Committee of the Trade As.<K>ciation, 
and a Special Committee appointed to make enquiries and report on 
the su bject. 

3rd. The Report of the Special Committee having been received, 
and approved, I have the pleasure, by direction of the Master and 
Committeo of the Association, to forward it to you in original. 

4th. With Reference to the proposition contained in the 6th para, 
of the Report, for appointing Village Postmen, 1 am instructed to 
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suggest that the tlmnadars of Villages being mostly men of homi 
education might be required to perform the duty of Po 9 t Masters, 
5th. I am further instructed to state, that the Association will bb 
niost happy to answer any other questions, ofibr any farther informa- 
tion in their power, if required ; and aid by all the moans at their 
disposal, in the accomplishment of so desirable an object as Post 
Office Refjjym. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

^ J. MULLER, 
Secretary, 

Calcutta Trade Rooms, ^ 

L‘L Writers' Buildings, ^ > 

TAc ICtA Septemher, 1850. J 


REPORT FROM^TIIE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE 
CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE COMMISSIONER 
FOR post' OFFICE ENQUIRY, 

Members Present, 

G. F. REMniBY, iu the chair. * 

F. W. Brown, I J, F. Harrison* 

R. J. Carbory. | W* Watson. 

John Muller, Secretary, 

To C. J. PiTTAU, Esq. Master, 

Calcutta Trade Association, 

Sm, 

In accoidance with the resolution of the General Committee 
of the Calcutta\Trado Association made at the meeting of the 
31st of AugtkjA last, I have now the pleasure to furnish tlie 
Report wbfeh your Special Committee have deemed advisable to 
6ubm|t,^^r the consideration of the General Committee of the 
Assocli'tion, 
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2. The queries submitted by the Commissioner for Post Office 
Enquiry were circulated to the members of tho Association, and tho* 
replies elicited have received the serious and attentive consideration 
of your Committee. 

3. Prom the absence of data, the queries relating to facts have 
been found iu some cases difficult of reply, and those having 
reference to the probable result of a change of system have /3vi- 
dently been replied to with caution, and, your Committee believe, kept 
within the limit of an extreme opinion. 

The following is a summary of tho replies received : — 

Query 1, — What number of letters do you receive by post in the 
course of the year ? 

Answer -26360. By 15 members, 

Q. 2. — What number of letters do you dispatch by post in the 
course of the year ? 

A. — 33830. By 16 members. 

Q. 3. — What amount of letter and newspaper ^postage do you 
pay in tho course of tho year ? 

A. — 4375 Rs. By 13 members. 

Q 4. — What amount of banghy-postago do you pay in the course 
of tho year ? 

A. — 260. By 3 members. 

Q. 5. — Do you usually send your letters post-paid or bcaiing ^ 
State, if you can, the pioportiou of bcaiing and post paid letteis 
dispatched by you in the courbc of a year. 

A._ft.,bg 1M7U ^2 ^ 

Paid 4568, j 

Q. 6.-^ Are the letters you receive usually post paid or bearing ? 
State, if you can, the proportion of hearing and post paid Icttcis 
received by you in tho course of a year. 

A.-BeariDg 7585.| 

Paid 17274, J ^ 

Q. 7. — Does it frequently or over happen that letters dispatched 
by you bearing postage are rejected unopened, and returned to you 
for the payment of postage ? 
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A.- Sometimes* Bj 9 members. . 

‘ Frequently. By 5 members. 

Never, By 2 members. 

Q. 8. — Do the present rates of inland letter postage to distant 
places interfere with your correspondence ? if so, to what extent ? 

A.— They do. By 12 members. » 

They do not. By 3 members. 

Q.9.-15o they prevent you from sending or receiving letters 
which you would send or receive if the rates of postage were lower ? 

A. — They do. By 11 members. 

They do not. By 4 members. 

, Q. 10. — To what extent do you suppose that the eorresponderice 
of persons with whom you may be connected, such as dependents, 
servants, clients, constituents, and others, is affected by the present 
rates of inland postage ? 

A. — The answers to this are very variable, the highest increase 
being a quadruple, the lowest no increase at all : but this question 
is more fully answered in the body of the report. 

Q. 11, — To what extent do you suppose that the correspondence 
of the public generally is affected by them ? 

A. — The answers to this are very variable, the highest increase 
being a quadruple, the lowest no increase at all ; but this question 
is more fully answered in the body of the report. 

Q. 13. — With an uniform rate of inland postage of one anna for 
every letter not exceeding i tolah in weight, without reference to 
distance, to what, extent do you suppose your ^correspondence would 
increase ? 

A. — Ten fold. By 2 members. 

Fourfold. By 1 member. 

Double. By 3 members. 

Fifty per cent. By 2 members. 

One- third more. By 1 member. 

Considerable. By 1 member. 

Equivalent to Europe. By 2 members. 

Very little. By 2 members, 
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Doubtful, Bj 2 members. 

Cannot say. By 1 member. 

This question is dealt with more fully in the body of the report. 

Q. 13. — Mention the particular kinds of corrospoudonoc that 
would, in your opinion, be likely to increase in consequence of such 
a reduction in the rates of inland postage. 

A. — All kinds. By 15 members. 

Q. 14. — Are you in the habit of advertising in the newspapers ? 

A. — Yes. By 12 members. 

No, By 2 members. 

Seldom. By 2 members. 

Q. 15. — Would a reduction in the rates of inland postage affect 
your practice in that respect ? 

A.— Yes, By C members. 

No. By 5 members. 

Probably. By 2 members. 

Q. 16. — Would it induce you to seud circulars tj customers, aud 
to the public, to a greater extent than at present F 

A. — Yes. By 14 members. 

No. By 2 members, 

Q. 17. — Is your correspondence with Europe affected by the rate 
of inland postage between Calcutta and Bombay ? 

A. — Yes. By 7 membars. 

Slightly. By 5 members. 

No. By 4 members. 

Q, 18. — Would you, if that rate were reduced to one anna for 
each letter not exceeding I tollah in weight, write a greater number 
of letters to Europe via Bombay? 

A, — Yes. By 10 members. 

Possibly. By 4 members. 

. No. By 2 members, 

Q, 19.-— Would you on the same supposition, write a smaller 
number of letters by the monthly steamer ? 

A. — No. By 11 members. 

Possibly. By 3 members. 
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Yos. By 2 membcra. 

Q. 20. — Would compulsory px^paymont of iulaud aud ship postage 
in all cases bo inconveniont to you? 

A. — No not if one anna. By 10 members. 

A little. By 2 members, 

Yes. By 4 members. 

21.^Would itit prevent you from writing letters which you 
would write if pre-payment continued optional, as at present? 

A. — No if one aima. By 10 members. 

Possibly. By one member. 

Yes. By 5 members.^ 

N. B. — Be 60 good as to answer the two foregoing questions, 
on the supposition that the present rates of inland postage are main- 
tained; secondly, on the supposition that an uniform rate of one 
anna is adopted. 

Q. 22. — Would compulsory pre-payment steam postage, both in 
Europe and in India, be inconvenient to you ? 

— No. By 12 members. 

Possibly. By 2 members, 
fes By 2 members. 

Q. 23. — Would it prevent any letters from being written 'Which 
would bo written under the present optional system ? 

A. — No. By. 12 members. 

Increase tenfold. By 1 member. 

Possibly. By 2 membors. 

Yes, By one 1 member. 

Q. 24. — Would the use of postage stamps, instead of money-pay- 
ments, bo inconvenient to you? 

A.— T)5fo, a couvonionco. By 15 members. 

Yes. By 1 member. 

Q. 25. — It is certtain if pre-payment by means of stamps wore 
enforced, much delay would be avoided both in making up the mails 
for dispatch; and in the delivery of letters from the post oifice. The 
public thus receivo their letters sooner, and the post office 
might open for the receipt of letters to aJater hour. Would 
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not those advantages be sufficient to outweigh any possible incon- 
venience arising from the, enforcement of pre-payment by means of 
postage stamps? 

A.--r-Yes, but in matters of business a receipt is important. By 
12 members. 

Q, 26. — If the use of stamps -were introduced* might not the 
present practice of giving a receipt at the post office for '^ry Ibttcr 
posted be discontinued ?• 

A. — Yes. By 2 members. 

Think not. By 2 members. 

It might. By 1 member. 

Questionable. By 1 member. 

No. By 6 members. 

Doubtful. By 4 members. 

Q. 27. — What is the extent of your daily c6rrespondeiico with 
parties in Calcutta and its vicinity ? 

A. — Numerous. By 8 members. 

Uncertain. By 4 members. 

None through the post. By 4 member s. 

Q. 28. — Are you in the habit of posting letters at the General 
Post Office, or at any of the receiving houses, for delivery in Cal- 
cutta, or the suburbs ? 

A. — Very vaguely answered,'^ possibly misunderstood by many, 
but the general tenor of the answers goes to prove that town letters 
are sent by peons, and tliose for the suburbs are occasionally sent 
through the Post. 

Q. 29. — Would you be likely to do so if the number of daily de- 
liveries in Calcutta and its vicinity were inoroased, and ^arrange- 
ments made for the delivery of letters from 3 to 5 hours after being 
posted ? 

A-— Yes, if 6 or 7 deliveries daily. By 11 members. 

No. By 5 members. 

Q. 30.— If a district post were to be organized on the same foot- 
ing as rn London, to what extent would you be likely to ihajue use 
of it ? . 

I 
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A. — Considerably. By 3 memberfl. 

Questionable. By 13 members. 

N. B. — In London there are ten deliveries daily, and six deliveries 
daily, at all places within 3 miles of the General Post Office. There 
are also from 3 to 5 deliveries daily at all places within 12 miles of 
the General Post Office. 

Q. *31. Would it be a convenience to the public if there were a 
larger number of receiving houses in Calcutta* and the suburbs ? 

A. — Yes. By 8 members. 

Probably. By I niombcr. 

Cannot say. By 7 members, 

Q. 32. — Mention any places within the limits of the General Post 
Office delivery, where you consider that receiving houses miglit be 
established with advantage. 

A. — Custom house, Exchange, Strand Mills, Asiatic Society, D. 
Wilson’s, Wellington S(tuare, Garden Roach, Bally gunge, Allipore, 
Cossipore, Intally, each end of the Strand, Omra Tollah, Wellesley 
Square, and every main Street. 

Q. 33. — What is the distance of your house or office from the 
nearest place, either the General Post Office, or a receiving house, 
at which a letter can be posted ? 

A, — i of a mile. By 1 1 members. 

i a mile. ^ By 1 member. 

200 yards. By 2 members, 

5 minutes walk. By 1 member. 

Q. 34. — There are at present two daily deliveries of letters from 
the General Post Office, one at 10 A. m. and the other at 2 p. m. At 
what ho,p/ do letters sent out at each of those two deliveries reach 
you ? . 

A. — Times very various, the carlist 10 a. m., the latest 5 p. u, 

Q. 35. — At what distance from the General Post Office is your 
house or oflEtbe, where your letters are usully delivered ? 

A. — S$ime as 33. * 

Q ^l^jL-Would it be a convenience to the public if bell-men. went 
rOUni'J&tween 5 an^ 6 p. m. to collect besting and stamped letters 
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for the post, on po^ynicnt of an additional anua upon each letter for 
the aoconimadatiori f 

A,x — Only to those at a distance in the absence of receiving houses. 

Q. 37. — Are you aware that any unauthorised deraands for money 
are made by the delivery peons for delivering letters ? 

A. — No. By 15 inemWs. 

Not to us but private persons frequently. By 1 memWj;^ • 

Q. 38. Are you aware that letters or parcels are ever detained, 
or returned to the General Post Office, by the delivery peons, because 
their unauthorized demands are not complied with ? 

A, — No. By 15 members, ^ 

More attentive if obtain buxees. By 1 member. 

Q. 39. — Have you ever had to complain of delay in the delivery 
of letters ? 

A. — No. By 7 members. 

Have had reason but refrained. By 4 members. 

Sometimes. By 1 member. 

Yos. By 3 members. 

Seldom. By 1 member. 

Q. 40. — Have letters sent either by or to you by the post, over 
been lost ? 

A. — No, By 7 members. 

Sometimes. By 3 members. 

Yes. By 2 members. 

No recollection. By 4 members. 

Q. 41. — Are you in the habit of sending money, bank-notes, or 
other valuables by tbe post or bhangy ? 

A. — Yes. By 9 members. 

Seldom. By 4 members. , 

No, By. 3 members. 

Q, 42. — Have you evorjost any such valuables during transmission 
through the post office ? 

A.— rYes. By 7 members. 

No, By 9 members, 

Q. 43. — Ho you ever i«ceive your letters'daraaged by wet ? If so, 
from what post offices do such damaged letters usually come ? 
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A. — Yes from all' stations. By 12 members. ' 

No, By 2 members. 

Not for some years. By 2 members, 

Q. 44, — Woukl it be a convenience to tbe public to be permitted, 
as in England, on payment of a small fee (not exceeding four annas) 
to register letters containing articles of value, so as to ensure their 
Ijcin^ trag^ from the office of dispatch to the parties to whoA they 
are addressed ? » 

A. — Yes. By 14 members. 

The system would prejudice the safety of unpaid letters and in- 
duce the theft of registered^lotters. By ] member. 

(^. 45. — Have you any improvement to suggest in respect to the 
receipt, dispatch, or delivery of letters by the post office, which might 
be expected to promote the general convenience of the public ? 

A. — Tlie replies to this query your committee have embodied in 
the following observations, which also contain their own views and 
opinions accompanied by facts derived from information obtained by 
minute and specific enquiry. 

4. Questions Nos. 10, 11, 12^ 24, 44 and 45 of the series are 
those which have engaged the more serious attention of your com- 
mittee, and to which they liavc more particularly directed their 
tiH>ughts, under the impression that the successful result of an expe- 
riment in postal reform mainly depends upon the correct solntiou of 
these questions, and the consequent adoption of measures calculated 
to effect so great a desideratum as cheap postage. 

5. Your committoo have kept in view the fact that the elements 
with which they have to deal in so important an enquiry, in this 
•country differ very widely from those of Great Britain, a fact which 
renders "'extreme caution necessary ; nevertheless considering the 
great measure of success which has attended the reduction of postage 
ill Great Britain, your committee entertain a strong belief that if the 
measures adopted are commensurate with the condition of the millions 
of India, tbe result can hardly fail to be equally successful. 

6. From tli^ inquiries made and information received by your 

tl^e^^reat obstacles to a genert^ resort to the Post Office 
appear to be, the rate of postage, the* venality of the postman, (where 
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natives are concerned,) the cupidity of the zeminSars, and the very 
slow rate of tlie dak runners ; — and your committee believe thi^t 
unless these impediments are removed, and the Post Office brought 
^vitbiu the means of the poorer classes of natives, the experiment 
of a reduction of postage can hardly be expected to succeed : — re- 
duction of postage appears to your committee not to bo the only essen- 
tial for a successful issue, it must be accompanied witli facilities of 
delivery and an expedition much greater than that which at present 
exists.. Facilities must be increased by the appointment of postmen in 
every village, or every twp or three villages within a limited distance 
of each other ; and presuming that all letters will bo prepaid, it 
must be ma<le the imperative duty of every magistrate to have this 
fact proclaimed, and that to the thorough understanding of the vil- 
lagers ; it will likewise bo of the greatest importance that he should, 
by all ligitimate means, encourage the villagers to make complaints 
whenever extortion is attemjvtcd, and by his demeanour and per- 
sonal attention to such complaints, endeavour to disabuse their 
minds of the impression that their complaints are not heeded, and 
the erroneous belief tliat justice is not attainable at a Mofussil 
Cutcherry*. 

7. In illustration of the effects ‘which the want of this compara- 
tively perfect system produces, your committee have to report that 
from inquiries made amongst tlie oorcah bearers, and the vast mul- 
titude of men from the N. W. Provinces employed at Calcutta in 
various domestic occupations ; they find, that with reference to the 
former, the great majority are in tlie liabit of writing to their 
friends and relations at Cuttack, on an average, once a month, hut 
that in consequence of the heavy postage and exactions of the ze- 
mindars, tliey are precluded from making use of the Post Sffice on 
ordinary occasions ; they therefore employ one of their priests to 
take charge of their letters, and any remittance of money tliey may 
have to make : on his return with a letter, to the effect that the re- 
mittance has been received by the party to whom it was sent — each 
bearer pays him two pice for every rupee so remitted on extraor- 
dinary occassions, such as sifekuess or death, the Post Office is re- 
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ported to 1)y them the superscription of tiicsc letters contains the 
name of a luomber of their family, the village, and the name of thie 
zemindar ; the usual postage is paid here, and the letter, it would 
appear, roaches the Post Office authorities -at Cuttack in the usual 
course, but there it is made over to the zemindar, who exacts from 
the party who has to receive it, eight annas for every Ictter^so received. 
As ^’’egf^^ds the latter, your committee find it is the practice with 
thorn to write to their relations at intervals, of one to three months, 
according as they may have a few rupees to send home; to. clfect this 
remittance, they obtain a boondeefrom a ni(3rchant in the bazar, wlio 
ebarges tboin a fixed sum^of one anua in tbo rupee, or at the rate of 
Gi per cent, off : this boondec is, with few exceptions, forwarded 
through the Government Post to the station nearest to the sender’s 
village, from this place a charge of from 3 to 6 annas, is made for the 
conveyance of the letter to the village. 

8. And your committee have been informed that the sephacs arc 
sui)ject to similar ebarges, which for tlu3 hoondee alone, in their case, 
is efpii valent to a reduction of 5 per cent on that portion of their 
pay employed as family remittances. What a boon, therefore, would 
cheap postage and money orders be to the sephae, how gladly would 
he forego his title to the franking of diis letters for so groat a con- 
venience. 

9. With such heavy taxes, in addition to the present heavy rate 
of pcstngc, your committee are not surprised that the Post Office 
has been so little resorted to by the poorer classes of natives, and to 
your committee it does not appear strange that they sliould believe 
their priests bettor and more considerate friends than the Government. 

10. Your committee have entered into the above particulars 
because, the facts contained, appear to them, to be of great impor- 
tance, irrespective of the question of Post Office reform, 

11. Your committee are of opinion that it is of the very last 
importance that all private daks should be stopped by a most strin- 
g(*nt act df the Legislative Council: but, whilst they advocate the 
adopiiou:;.njf; fhi8 measure, they are desirous of impressing upon the 
attentibu pf the Government the absolute necessity for accompanying 
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it with some manifest advantages, such as greater despatch, greater 
facilities, and cheaper postage, 

12. As one of the means for increasing tho speed, your committee 
would recommend, wherever practicable, horse daks, and metallic mail 
carts, or other water tight conveyances. 

13. Your committee would also rocoramond that there should bo 
in Calcutta, at least, four (leliveries a day, say 7 and 11 x ji. ami 3 
and 7 P M. They would further recommend, that tho Post Office 
should bo kept open for tho receipt of letters until J past G P. M. 
and, with a maximum fine of double postage, till 7 p. m. 

14. Your committee are of opinion thi4 it is highly important 
that the Post Master General should bo permanent ; and as fur as 
possible, a bighiy efficient and practical man. 

15. Your C(MnmItte are impressed with a belief that the franking 
system is liable to abuse, and that letters of a private nature aro 
occasionally made to pass as official documents, and arc of opinion 
that for this, and other obvious reasons, thp system . of franking 
should be entirely abolished ; that all public functionaries should he 
authorized to purchase Post Office stamps and affix them to' their 
official correspondence according to weight, including the amount of 
purchase in their contingent bills under the head of “ Postage 
charges, and they believe that the abolition of the system, accom- 
panied by strict and responsible orders to public functionaries pro- 
hibiting the unnecessary weight of public letters, would materially 
reduce the weight of the letter daks, and , lead to a vast saving to 
Government. 

16. Your committee have to observe that one anna per quarter 
tola is equivalent to 7-^-^ pence per half ounce .avoirdupois : for tak- 
ing the rupee at two shillings, (the intrinsic difference being two 
Shillings and one halfpenny,) 1 anna will be equal to penny, and as 
half an ounce avoirdupois is equal to 2l8i grs. and i tola is equal to 
45 grains ; one anna on a quarter tqla is equivalent to 7-^ ponce per 
half ounce : or more than seven times the postage of Great Britain, and 
about equal to the average of the inland postage of Great Britain 
previous to the introduction of the penny postage : further, your com- 
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iiiittcc observe, that to make the postage on one quarter tola equi- 
valent to one penny on a half ounce, it should bo reduced toljyf 
pie, or 'a little more than oue-third of a pice per quartet* tola. 

17. Your committee with reference to the above facts, and the 
practicable reductions in this country, are therefore of opinion that 
the uniform rate of postage should be reduced to half an anna per 
quac’terf4ola, and they fear that any reduction short of this will be 
attended with unsatisfactoy results, and an erroneous conclusion 
that the people are not in a condition to avail themselves of so groat 
a boon as cheap piostage, followed by the natural consequence, an in- 
definite deference of a m<>st beneficial measure. 

1 8. With reference to question 26, your committee desire to ex- 
press a very strong opinion : — they believe that the present system of 
receipts for letters is one possessing great value, and earnestly hope 
that in the contemplated changes it will bo loft in tact. 

19. For reasons already fully detailed, and which cannot fail to 
carry great weight, your committee are strongly impressed with the 
belief that Post Office money-orders would he of vast utility, both* to 
the Government and the public, and that evci'y native in the country, 
living at a distance from his home, would avail himself of the con- 
venience, provided it was brought witliin his limited means. 

20. Your committee do not approve of the suggestion contained 
in question 44 ; the special registry of letters containing articles of 
value would, they fear, by drawing special attention to tliein, bo 
offering facilities for robbery. Your committee have already express- 
ed themselves satisfied with the existing system of receipts. They 
however believe that mueh good might bo effected wore a system of 
In.suranee established by the Post Office, and that such an Iiisuranco 
would be very generally resorted to. 

Your committee arc of opinion tliat the majority of the members, 
who have replied to the queries, are much more likely in their esti- 
pjatfis to be within the amount of increase of correspondence by a 
reductionjqf postage, than beyond it, and for the following reasons : — 

Y^u/)ob|pimittcc aupposetwo classes of correspondents : let Bu- 
2d, Private correspondents— and the 1st 
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class your committee divide into three descriptions ; 1st. Those who' 
have a consideration for the^ expense to which they put both them- 
selves and their constituents ; 2nd. Those who have no such consi- 
deration for their constituents but for themselves ; and 3d, Those who 
are perfectly indiflPorent as to whether the cost falls upon themselves 
or their constituents. The 1st discription will be induced to write 
more letters under a cheaper postage, because they know tlj^t by so 
doing they put neither themselves nor their constituents to much ex- 
pense. The 2d will be induced to write more letters, because they 
know that should the charge eventually fall upon themselves, it will 
be but trifling; and the 3d will be necessitated to write more letters, 
because however indifferent they may bo themselves to the reduction 
of postage, it will not be so with the majority of their constituents, 
and must have its influence on them in multiplying replies. The 
second class of correspondents your committee divide into two des- 
criptions — let. Independents; 2d. Dependents; the 1st description 
will be more disposed to correspond with their dependent friends, 
because by so doing they put neither themselves nor their poor rela- 
tions to much expense; the 2d description will bo induced to write 
more frequently to their rich relations and friends, because they can 
afford with a cheap postage to do so. In fact in every way, cheap 
postage must, as a natural consequence, tend to multiply correspon- 
dence, and that to a much greater extent than most persons are, on 
a superficial view of the question, willing to believe. 

21. Your committee are of opinion that amongst the advantages 
and benefits which would accrue from a cheap rate of postage and 
greater facilities of communication, not the least would be that of a 
greater incentive to education; the numbers of letters* that would 
daily reach each village, where at present perhaps the arrivaf of one 
is an event, would naturally lead each person to wish .to be able to 
read his own letter and become his own scribe: Parents made con- 
scious of their loss in this respect would endeavour to remedy it in 
their children, and seek to bestow upon them a blessing of which 
they themselves are deprived by circumstances and age; vernacular 
schools would multiply, knowledge would increase, the village uews- 

K 
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man would be looked for with avidity, and monotony and broils would 
give place to rational argument and reason^ and who shall caloulato 
the vast amount of good which this high post road shall bo produc- 
tive of to the millions now wrapped in ignorance, and its attendant 
superstition. 

22. In conclusion your committee do therefore recommend : — 

iMt. unform postage of half an anna per 1 tola. 

2d. Accelleration and improved conveyances for the dak. 

3d. Greater facilities foi receipt and delivery of letters. 

4th. Permanency and qualification of the Post Master General. 

5t]i. The system of p^repayment. 

Gth. The use of stamps instead of money payments. 

7th. A continuation of the present system of granting receipts, 
when required. 

8th. The adoption of Post Office money orders. 

9th. The abolition of franking, 

10th, Payment for Government Correspondence. 

1 Ith. Reduction of the weight of Government letters. 

12th. The appointment of village postmen. 

13th. Putting down private daks by legislative enactment. 

G. F. REMFREY, 

Chairman. 

Calcutta Trade Sooms, Y 
No, 13, Writers' Buildings^ > 

The 14tA September, 1850. j 


To C. Beadon, Esquire, 

Commisioner for Post Office Enquiry. 

Sir, 

The Members of the Trade Association fully convinced that the pre- 
sent mode of granting a receipt for every letter posted involves a 
detail and routine which it will, doubtless, be desirable to avoid under 
the proposed cheap postal system, have reconsidered query 26, referred 
to in ^the 18th paragraph of the report of the special committee of 
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the Trade Association, forwarded with my letter of date the 16th 
instant. 

The known carelessness and indifference of native servants, and 
the probability of their failing to deliver, or being induced to destroy 
the letters from mere negligence, or for the sake of the few pice they 
may obtain for the stamps, induced the committee to dwell strongly 
on the importance of a receipt, fearing that in the absevupe of this 
check, many letters would never reach the Post Office, 

The Association therefore recommend, that it should be made 
penal for any person to soli Post Office stamps without a licence. 

That instead of the present mode of gi^ving receipts, the following 
modification should be adopted : — 

' A receiving box with a slit in it to be placed outside of the build- 
ing leading into a room within the building; into this slit all letters 
are to be put, not by the sender’s ‘servant, but by an officer of the 
Post Office, who is to be furnished with a series of stamps contain- 
ing the ten digits and G. P. on them, arranged in proper order, on a 
ledge of the table or desk at which he is seated, thus : — 





4 

5 

6 








a. p. 

G. P. 

G. P. 





0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


B 


These stamps to be the only acknowledgment for letters received 
at the Post Office, and all persons retjuiring acknowledgment of their 
letters having been put into the Post Office, must confine their dak 
or receipt book to a prescribed form, to be set forth in the Post Office 
Act. The following would probably be found convenient : — 


DaU of 
Dupatch, 

Address, 

No, of 
^ letters. 



Post Ojfflce 
Stamp, 

J850 

Sept. 30th 

1 ' 

1 

Mr. A. Little, Agra, 

Mr. J. Moore, Asimghur, 



#> *f 


10 5 

J» >> 

Mr. E. Money, Moonghyr,j 

' ! 


G. P. G. P. 












( 08 ) 

The Post OMce dScial will not, of mm, tmebh bimaelf&bont 

the address, but merely count the mmber of letters anti n&x to tka 

book tbe impressiou of a corresponding stamp, or stamps. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

J. MULLER, 

^ Secretary/. 

Calcutta Trade BoomSt ^ 

No, 13, Writers' Buildings^ > 

September 30, 1850. ) 




To Tlin tloNOUABLE COLONEL MoRRlSON, C. B. PRESIDENT OF TUB 
Council of India, in Council. 

The Memorial of the Master, Wardens 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

Respectfully Shbwbth, 

That your Memorialists, as a part of the Public of India, beg leave 
to submit to the notice of Government some particulars in which the 
administration of Justice may bo essentially improved, and in which 
your Memorialists feel themselves more immediately interested, and, 
as they conceive, most competent to express an opinion. 

That your Memorialists as Tradesmen and persons engaged in bu- 
siness ih Calcutta hare hitherto suffered, and still do suffer, most se- 
rious loss and inconvenionce by the difficulty they experience in 
enforcing payment of debts due to them by persons residing in the 
Suburbs of Calcutta. 

That, as th e of the Local Jurisdiction of Calcutta do not 

extend over it^P|^rbs and dependencies ; natives, and other persons, 
who are nrfl^ffiftsh Subjects, but who gain their livelihood ^n Cal- 
cutta, are^l^lie daily habit of contracting debts in Calcutta, and 
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i)f avoiding their Creditor$ by taking refuge in t!io district of the 
Twenty*four Potgunnahs, by which means they are longer amen- 
able either to the Supremo Court or to the Court of Requests for the 
recovery of small debts ; but become subject only to the Company’s 
Court at Allipore. 

That the Offices and Shops in which your Memorialists carry on 
their business are all situated in Calcutta at a considerable ^Ustasico 
from the Court at Allipore. 

That your Memorialists are unwilling to proceed in the Company’s 
Court by reason of the vexatious delays and expense to which the 
suitors in that Court may, by its practice, Joe subjected. That if a 
debtor who is sued in the Company’s Court, be determined to re- 
sist, he can by appealing and other resorts, delay the termination 
of the suit for an indefinite number of years; and that instances 
frequently occur in which debtors compel their creditor^ to accept 
a portion of their debt, "rather than adopt the alternative of suing 
them in the Company’s Court, 

That, by the rules of the Court of Requests, the agents or Pleaders 
practising in that Court, are not entitled from the unsuccessful party 
to any fee or remuneration for their services, and that your Memo- 
rialists are in consequence without remedy for the recovery of small 
sums uuder one-hundred Company’s Rupees; inasmuch as your Me- 
morialists cannot afford to pay an agent qr Pleader for their reco- 
very, and cannot spare time to attend in person to the neglect of their 
general business. 

That, for these evils your Memorialists firmly believe the Calcutta 
Court of Requests for the recovery of small debts would, (if thorough- 
ly reformed, and its jurisdiction extended,) supply a complete and 
efficient remedy ; and this your Memorialists conceive may ac- 
complished by extending the local jurisdiction of Calcutta, beyond 
its predent limits, to the following places in the Suburbs, viz. To 
CossiroRE, ENTAt^LY, Sbaldeah, BALLTGUNaE, Bhobanipohb, Alli- 
poas, Kiddeepobe, Gaudeiv Rbaoh, and across the River llooghly 
to SiBPORC, HowbaH and Sui^i^bah, and other places in the imme- 
diate vicinity of Calcutta. 
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That youi* Momorialists arc also of opinion that persons engaged 
in Trade and others would be highly benofitted, if in addition to tho 
e>ctension of the jurisdiction of the Court of Requests to the places 
abovementioned and others in the vicinity of Calcutta, that Court 
were allowed to take cognizance of suits between debtor and cre^ 
ditor, in which sums not exceeding in amount Co. Rs. 800 or Co. 
Rst l,(m0 are in question; provided such increase in the amount to be 
recovered could be effected, without adding to tho rate of expense of 
pioceeding in that Court. 

That tho establishment of a moderate but fixed scale of fees, to be 
paid by the unsuccessful party to the agents employed by the 
sujjtoA, would induce the attornies of tho Supreme Court and other 
competent persons to practice in the Court of Requests, and would 
greatly facilitate the recoycry of small sums. 

Your Memorialists are aware that the proposed reform of the Court 
of Request and extension of its jurisdiction would he attended with 
additional expense; but they at the same time entertain a firm con> 
viction that tho incroasod business of the Court will more than moot 
such additional expense. 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray that your honor in Coun- 
cil will take into your consideration the matter of this Memorial, and 
that you will bo pleased to extend the limits of the Town of Calcutta, 
so as to comprise tho whole of its populous Suburbs and dependen- 
cioB, and thereby extend the jurisdiction of the Court of Requests ; 
and that your honor will further be pleased to increase the amount 
to be recovered in that Court to Company’s Rupees 800, or 1,000, 
and to vest in tho Commissioners of the said Court such powers as 
may in your judgment Be best calculated to remove the evils of 
which'your Memorialists complain. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, Ac. 

SAMUEL SMITH, 

Master. 


December, 1838. 
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To THE Honobablb W, Bird, 

President op the OotmoiD op India, in Council. 

The Memorial of the Master, Wardens 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

RESPECTFULLY' ShEWTH, 

That your Memorialists hail with great satisfaction the Jir^posod 
Act to facilitate the administration of Justice by the establishment 
of a new Court for the hearing and determining of causes . of amount, 
to bo called a Court for the trial of small causes at Fort William 
in Bengal. 

That your Memorialists, as a part of the public of India, beg 
leave to submit to the notice of Government some particulars in 
which, by the alteration of that Act, the administation of Justice 
may bo essentially improved, and in which your Memorialists feel 
themselves immediately interested, and, as they conceive, competent 
to express an opinion. 

That your Memorialists, as Tradesmen and persons engaged in 
Calcutta, ^ve hitherto suffered, and still do suffer most serious loss 
and inconvenience by the difficulty they, experience in enforcing pay- 
ment of debts due to them by persons . residing in the suburbs of 
of Calcutta. 

That as the limits of the Local Jurisdiction of Calcutta do not 
extend over its suburbs and dependencies, Natives and other per- 
sons, who are not British subjects, hut who gain their livelihood 
in Calcutta^ are in the daily habit of contracting debts in Calcutta, 
and of avoiding their creditors, by taking refuge in the district of 
the Twenty-four Purgunnahs, by which means they are no Jonger 
amenable either to the Supreme Court, nor will be to the new Court 
about to be established for the recovery of small debts, but become 
subject only to the Company’s Court at AUipore. 

That the offices and shops in which your Memorialists carry on 
their biisiness, are all situated in Calcutta > at a considerable dis- 
tance from the Court at AUipore. 
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That your Meifiorialists unwilling to proceed in the Company's 
Court, by reason of the vexatious delays and expense to which the 
suitors in that Court may, by its practice, be subject. That if a 
debtoi* who is sued in the Company’s Court be determined to resist, 
he can bjr appealing and other resorts, delay the termination of the 
suit for an indefinite number of years, and that instances frequently 
occur in which debtors compel their creditors to accept a portion of 
their ctehtf. rather than adopt the alternative, of sueing them in the 
Company’s Court. 

That your Memorialists, by the XIII. clause of the proposed new 
Act, will bo debarred employing an attorney for the purpose of car- 
rying on their suit in the said Court, except at their own expense, 
and that your Memorialists are, in consequence, without remedy for 
the recovery of small sums under one hundred Company’s Rupees; 
inasmuch your Memorialists cannot aftbrd to pay an Agent or 
Pleader for their recovery, and cannot spare time to attend in person, 
to the neglect of their general business. 

Tliart for these evils your Memorialists firmly believe the new Court 
about to bo instituted would supply a complete and efficient remedy, 
provided clauses VI. and XI 11. of the amended Draft Act constitut- 
ing the Court, were so altered as to extend the jurisdiction of Cal- 
cutta beyond its present limits, to the following places in the su- 
burbs, viz. . to Cossipore, En tally, Sealdah, Ballygunge, Bhowaui- 
pore, Allipore, Kidderpore, Garden-reach, and across the river Ho<)g- 
ly to Soebpore, Howrah, and Sulkeah, and other places in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Calcutta. 

That your Memorialists are also of opinion that persons engaged 
in Trade, and others, would be highly benefited if, in addj^tion to the 
extcifl^Ion of the jurisdiction of tbe,Court, to the places above men- 
tioned, and pjbers in the vicinity of Calcutta, that it were allowed 
to take cpl^izance of suits between debtor and creditor, in which 
sums notwbeeding in amount Co.’s Rupees 800, or 1,000, are in 

Establishment of a moderate but fixed rate of fees, to be 
pgffl^tbe unsuccessful party to the Agents or Attornies employed 
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by the parties at issue, would induce the Attornics of the Supreme 
Caurt, and other competent persons, t6 practice in the contemplated 
Court, and would greatly facilitate the recovery of debts not exceed- 
ing the aforementioned amounts. 

Your Memorialists are aware that the proposed extension of the 
jurisdiction would be attended with some additional expense; and 
they at the same time entertain a firm conviction that the' ^cat in- 
crease of business which would follow, would much more than meet 
such additional expense. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, humbly pray that your Honor in 
Council will take into your serious consideration the matter of this 
Memorial, and that you will bo pleased to alter clauses VI. and XIII. 
of the proposed Act, so as to extend the Jurisoiction of the new 
Court, to the whole of the populous suburbs and dependencies of 
Calcutta, that your Honor will be pleased to increase the amount to 
be recovered in that Court to Co.*s Rs. 800, or 1,000, and that your 
Honor will further he pleased to authorize a rateable charge upon the 
amount sued for to be paid by the unsuccessful party to the gainer of 
the suit, in addition to the foes of Court, and that the same bo paid 
into Court before the hearing of the cause. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, i;c. <fec, 

H, BURKINYOUNG. 
blaster, Calcutta Trade Association. 

Calcutta Trades IlallA 
the 22nd January ^ 1844. J 


To THE Right Honorable James Andrew, Earl of DALjipusiE, 
Governor General op India, in Council, 

The Memorial of the Master, Wardens 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

Mat it please tour Lordship, , 

That the power of the Court of Requests is at the present time so 
much curtailed by legal objections, and the interference of the Supremo 


L 
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Court as to roiider it nearly UBolossior the purposes for which it was 
establinheilv 

Your Memorialists are therefore constrained to pray your Lordship's 
early cousidcration of the facts set forth in the present appeah which 
is mud(3 in the confident hope that matter, so deeply touching their 
interests and those of the community in general, will receive your 
liord*srri|f^ powerful support by the enactment of a law defining and 
evtemling the powers of the subordinate Court of Judicature, and 
delining prccisicly its jurisdiction. . 

2. The present conKStitution of the Court is so imperfect, and its 
real powers are so little ‘understood, that tlio Commissioners with 
ev(oy desire to administer justice, are constantly baffled and defeated, 
cither by ingenions pleading, or by' the vague nature of the rules 
laid down for their guidance, and the dilflculty of 'putting a doflnJto 
construction on them. The decisions of one day aro no criterion 
for those of the nc-\'t, even if the cases are precisely similar, in 
as-mueli-as the objections urged on one occasion are not so urged 
on another, or one Commissioner may construe the rules of the Court 
(lifferontly from his colleagues, 

3. The jurisdiction of this Court has now been nuillified by a re- 
cent decision iu Dykes and Co. v, Oman, a Bench Warrant case 
for Co. Its. 419. A legal practitioner pleading for the defandaiit 
without going into tho merits of the case, raised objections as to the 
power of tlic Court to adjudicate the amount claimed. The Com- 
missioners after mature consideration eventually yielded to tlie argu- 
ments advanced and non-suitcd the Plaintiff. Your Memorialists have 
taken no legal opinion on the decision, as they presume the Com- 
missiosicrs didy studied tho rules, orders, acts and proclamations 
bearing on the coustilution of their Court, and wore fully satisfied as 
to their w^aut of Pi(Wr to adjudge the case in question. 

4. Your McipfTOlists beg leave to indicate one or two classes of 
suits in which llfiiy have experienced much inconvenience and loss. 
The first is in following up claims against female debtors. The proof 
of Feme Couverto and Feme Sole ts particularly difficult in this city, 

in consoqucnco of its Over changing society, and the inhabitants 



'( 75 ) 

being gathered from all quarters of the globe. The rosuft is, that 
the honest Tradesman is defeated bj the supposed irnpoifoct and li- 
mited powers of the Court. Yuur Memorialists beliero that in this 
as well as in other matters to be judged by a Court of Jvoquests, 
equity and good conscience might safely bo substituted, where legal 
proof is impos^ibiei 

5. The second class of suits to which your Memorialists would 
desire to draw your Lordships attention, is that in whicli a sot off is 
claimed, on the plea of negligence or damage done and such suits are 
of frequent occurrence. For example, a workman or domestic ser- 
vant sues his master for wages, which the latter may not dispute, but 
materials or articles of domestic use in the particular charge of tlie 
workman or servant, are missing, and thoiigli oviclcncc may not be so 
direct or complete as to obtain a Police conviction, yet the master ad- 
duces the boat reasons for a belief in the criminality of the servant, 
accompanied with good circumstantial evidence of the loss of his 
property, and that property may be of greater value than the amount 
of wages due. lu most cases the workman or servant obtains a full 
decree, the set off not being allowed, on the c^rounds either ^of non- 
jurisdiction, the powers of the Court being msufficiont,or it being coiisi- 
dorod rather a case for the Police Ollice than the Court of Requests. 
Your Memorialists beg to add that the revised rules for the guidance 
of Military Court of rve(|ri<',st3 in claiiso 30, empowers a Court to 
make deductions in such cases. 

G. Your aMemorialiats are conscious that the commissioners in 
many instances act with discretion, but if the Court of Ro(jiiosts is 
to be considered a Court of equity and good conscience, which it was 
originally, and by repeated proclamations meant to be ; tjasos such 
as those referred to, merit above all others a careful excrcUlfof the 
principles on which its powers depend, especially when iho Master 
or defendant is of known respectability and integrity. The records 
of every Court in India establish the fact that natives generally 
deem perjury and perversion of the truth as not being criminal — 
particularly when their interests are concerned. Decrees thus ob- 
tained establish dangerous .precedents, or in strong terms, they hold 
out’ a positive encouragement to immorality. 



( 7G )' 


7. In 'constructing rules for a reform of tbo present condition of 
the Court of Requests, yoUr Memorialists submit the subject of Bench 
Warrants as one highly deserving attention, as large sums aro con- 
tinually lost by the difficulties and defects of this summary process. 
Many persons indebted to the trading community of Calcutta and 
residing at remote stations in the Jdofussil, have for years hold their 
creditors in defiance. They arrange the time of their arrival in 
Calcutta, when about to leave the country,^ that they have only a 
few days to remain prior to the departure of the Ship or Steamer on 
which tlicy may have taken their passage. In such cases the usual 
]»roccss of the Court is too tardy to be of any effect, and unless a 
Bench Warrant can be promptly obtained, the fraudulent debtor 
])crhnps escapes for ever. At present the Commissioners declare 
their inability to grant Bench Warrants at all, and they arc not 
likely, when threatened, with actions at taw for illegal arrest, to take 
any responsibility on themsolvos ; but, during the most useful periods 
of the Court there was always much uncertainty about these instru- 
ments of law, and your Memorialists are therefore induced to bring 
them prominently to notice. 

8. It is not tho intention of your Memorialists to multiply ob- 
jections, or to detail minutely all the imperfections of the Court of 
Requests, in the condition to which it is now reduced. To do so 
would swell tho appeal to an extent that would trespass much on your 
Lordship's valuable time, but it is essential to the interests of your 
Memorialists and tho public, to point out the present inutility of the 
Court, and its limited jurisdiction ; in consequence of which it has be- 
come a burden to tho state without affording any commensurate ad- 
vantage to tho public. 

9. Itot to take your Lordship back to tho earliest history of this 
Court, it appears by the prqclamatiou of 1802 that tho Court had 
power to suits of 100 Sicca Rupees ; but in 1813 tho cpmmunity 
and trade of Calcutta having much increased, another proclamation 
was issued extending the jurisdiction of the Court to sums of 250 
Sicca Rupce^«i3fpd again in 1819 the inhabitants and trade of Calcutta 
having stlH'^tiferc increased, the' Governor General in Council by a 
proclaiua^Sir extended the jurisdiction to 400 Sicca Rupees, equiva- 
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lent to current Rupees 426-10-8 being the full amohnt allowed by the 
statute 39 and 40. Geo. 3rd 0. 79. By these several extensions the 
Supreme Court was relieved of numerous petty suits which greatly 
encumbered it, and the public was convenienc^d by obtaining cheaper 
and Beadier justice. At the dato of the last proclamation the Su- 
preme Court suits were fixed at the minimum of 400 Sicca Rupees for 
all suitors within the jurisdiction of the subordinate court. . Th ese 
proclamations have availed up to the period of tlie decision in the 
cases of Dyhe^s and Co. u. Oman, a few weeks back ; and your 
Memorialists are now suddenly exposed and limited to the Regulation 
of half a century ago, as the proclamation of 1802 is the only one 
now acted upon, those of 1813 and 1819 being considered of no 
effect, and thereby null. 

10. Your Lordship’s Memorialists are not only subjected to this 
ancient legislation, but they are in d much worse dilemma, as they 
can now institute no suits in the Court of Rei|iiests for sums above 
100 Sicca Rupees nor, for any amount under 40d Rs. in the Supreme 
Court. There is therefore no legal redress or protection for inter- 
mediate sums, and those constitute a largo proportion of Trades- 
mans claims. It is principally with reference to the fatal imper- 
foction of Law, that your Memoriiilists appeal to your Lordship in 
Council for a speedy reform, as tliay are living amongst a community 
many of wliom are skilful in contrivances to evade payment of their 
just debts, and to such persons the present suspension of business 
in the Court of Requests is a Golden hiatus. The number of eases 
adjudicated in the Court of Requests is no criterion as to its utility, 
as by dread of the Law many aro compelled to pay their just debts, 
but if^hat fear is removed the ill disposed will resist, honest Trades- 
man will be defrauded, and the community will be demoralized'.^ 

11. In the Appendix to this paper, your Memorialists submit a 
copy of a Memorial on the same subject as the present, which they 
addressed to the President of tho Council in India, in January 1844, 
to that Memorial your Lordship’s attention is most respectfully 
directed, and particularly to that part in reference to the extension 
of the jurisdiction of the Court of Requests to all the Suburbs of 
Calcutta. 
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12, Tho I!m!ts*of Calcutta were £xod in September 1T&4* What 
wore i^onso jungles in those days ate aow populously ittliabiteS dis- 
tricts, but tlio boundaries of 1794 are those of 1848. The former 
Memorial suggestoJ that suits in tho Court of Eoquests might bo 
extended to 800 or 1,000 Rupees, your Memorialists have carefully 
reconsidered this point and are of opinion that if carried up to tlio 
amount named above, extensive alterations in tlie forms and rules 
of tli^ourt may be necessary, and these may occupy some time 
in maturing. Tlioy would therefore as an imjuodiate measure, res- 
pectfully rocominoud that tho sum of 500 Company’s Rupees bo fixed 
as tho maximum amount for recovery through tho Court of Requests, 
tho Sicca Rupees being o{)SoIeto as a current coin, and this would 
give entire satisfaction to your Memorialists. 

13. That your Lordship may tho more readily comprehciid the 
position of your Memorialists, and the class they represent, in refer- 
ence to suits ill the Court of Requests, and tho extoiisiou now prayed 
for; and to convey some idea as to tho nature and extent of credit 
which according to the custom of doing business throughout India 
Is indispensable. Your Memorialists' have appended to this paper 
a figured statoment, or summary of the debts duo to fourteen houses 
of the trading community, being a proportion of those extensively 
engaged in business. The statement proves that your Memorialists 
do not exaggerate nor give a false coloring to their representations 
of tho pressing noeossity for an early legislative enactment, as it will 
bo seen that out of a total of 16734 claims, only 725 nro above the 
extension sought for. 

11. Your M(‘inorialists have carefully perused tho Draft Act for 
osiahlibhing a Couit of subordinate civil jurisdiction in thojCity of 
Calcfflta” dated I3tb March 1847, and it is not their present inten- 
tion to discuss it in detail. They bog merely to remark that H is very 
compreho|isi^and would generally meet their views, but as objections 
have \^pix tfcaken to it in high quarters, your Memorialists would bo 
quite cutout with a Court of lesser power. A large proportion of 
the dtidits due to your Mcuioriali&ts, as will be observed on reference 
to tho figured statoment, arc under 500 Co. Rs. and for such amounts 
the Supreme Court is an expensive tribunal, for whether tho amount 
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»ued for be much or little, the costs are nearly the same, thus for ex- 
ample, the plaintiff's costs in a suit for 200 Rupees would be double 
that amount, and for a suit of 100 Rs. or loss, the costs would ho tho 
same, supposing the entire process of the Court to be followed : fur- 
ther, suits in the Supremo Courts aro very slow in thoir progress, and 
for small amounts, the delay is inconvenient apd vexatious. 

15. Referring back to the year 1802, your Memorialists wdtfflTrc- 
mark that the class of the community to which they belong, consisted 
at that time of a small band pf adventurers held in little estimation ; 
nearly half a century has elapsed and the trading community of Cal- 
cutta at the present time is a large and respectable body ; collective- 
ly doing very extensive business ; and of late years, honored oh many 
occasion,#, with marks of the respect In which it is hold by Govern- 
ment of ^yluch yoiir Lordship is at tho head. Your Memorialists not 
thinking it out of place on this occasion, have given in the Ap- 
pendix to this paper a copy of the reply they received from Lord 
William Bentinck to the Address presented to him by the Calcutta 
Trade Association on the occasion of his departure from India. Your 
Lordship will observe how energetically this wise and enlightened 
statesman expressed himself on tho state of Credit in Calcutta, and 
your Memorialists have much prido in referring to this testimonial, 
from the pen of so able a Governor General, as indicative of the esti- 
mation in which he held their endeavours to reform the lax system 
which formerly prevailed. 

IG; Your Memorialists in conclusion would again beg leave to 
urge on your Lordship’s attention, that the legislation of 1802 is quite 
inadequate for the inhabitants of Calcutta of 1843. In no city of 
the world have trade, civilization, population and habits bcopase so 
altered and extended as in Calcutta within the period referred to. If 
in 1819 the Government considered it’ necessary to extend the powers 
of the Court, how much more that necessity has ’ increase J in 1848, 
and how little are the trading community in a position to dispense 
with such a Court, tn its present state, it is but the wreck of for- 
mer days, and tjie gates of the secondary fountains of justice may be 
considered virtually closed. If to your Lordship your Memorialists 
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have seoniod importunate iu this appeal, or -more bold of langtjago than 
is usual, it is because they desire to sustain the character they have hi- 
therto held for integrity and honest dealing, and that they observe an 
increasing tendency to laxity of credit moreover^ your Memorialists 
have suffered heavily in the late commercial ruin, as well as by exten- 
sive public frauds, and pan ill bear the daily losses entailed on them 
by tiH^suspcnded powers of the Court of Ilcqucsts. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, 

(Signed) J. P. PARKER, 

Master of the Trade Association 

Calcutta, Trades Hall, \ 

April j 1848. } 


To THE Honourable the President op the Council of L\dia. 

The Memorial of the Master, Wardens, 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

Kespectfully Siiewettt, 

That certain sections of the Draft “ Act for the more easy recove- 
ry of small debts and domauds" being likely to operate to the incoii- 
vonience and detriment of your Memorialists, they pray for a recon- 
sideration of the same. Thcro are also some points left unnoticed 
which are of importance to tradesmen and others, and, to avoid pro- 
lixity, they beg leave, at once, to' point out these several matters 
in detail. ^ 

2. On more than one occasion, as will he seen on reference to the 
docu^ji^ents quoted in the margin, the Trade Association has repre- 
sented the necessity for extending the local jurisdiction of the Court 
of Requests to the extreme Suburbs of the'^Town, and the course of 
business yearly indicates the growing necessity of such a measure. 
By Section 5, of tbe proposed Act the local jurisdiction of the Court 
is confi^j^^^ within the limits which bounded it nearly sixty years • 
your Memorialists can discover, the number 
of r^iUnts in the Suburbs, Europeans, East Indians and Native, 
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dealing with Shopkeepers or Tradesmen in the Town, was so in- 
considerable as to render unnecessary any protective measure against 
them. At the present day they form a numerous body, a large 
proportion of them consisting of persons who do not como within 
the scope of Sectio^n 25 of the Act, as they neither “ dwell or carry 
on business or work for gain within the district of the Court.’* 
With them therefore it becotnes necessary to resort to the AsAous 
and inconvenient process* of suing for the recovery of debts in tho 
Mofussil Court. On the other hand these Suburban inhabitants 
possess the advantage, and are known freely to use it, of resorting 
to the Court of Requests in pursuit of tlieiir claims against persons 
resident in Calcutta, thus bonefitting by a tribunal from the jurisdic- 
tion of which, through some oversight, they have been hitherto exempt. 

3. According to the ,i|fSpdlent practice of the Court of Request a 
tradesman, or other peri^^lh business, may appear and prosecute his 
claim : should it he inCOTvenient to do so, which frequently happens, 
he may depute one of his assistants to represent him, or he may em- 
ploy one of tho Pleadera practises in the Court at a low rate of 
remuneration. Your Memorialists are not aware that any serious evils 
have resulted from this system which is of long standing, and has 
been found of great convenience to all classes in Calcutta and its vi-' 
cinityi Under the new Act, (Section 52,) claimants are debarred, save 
by favor of the Court, from employing any other person than an at- 
torney of tho Suprenao Court, or an advocate duly instructed by an 
attorney : this doubtless would enhance the respectability of the new 
Court, but your Memorialists submit that tho advantage would be 
gained at the expense of suitors, and instead of a cheap and simple 
process in a small Cause Court, claimants would bo in a wors^ po- 
sition than they are at present The fees to attornios and Barns ter^ 
constituted, and still constitute, a bar to procedure in the Supreme 
Court for the recovery of small sums* This was pointed out in the 
Memorial from the Trade Association addressed to Lord Dalhousie . 
on the 8th of April 1848, and your Memorialists view with consi- 
derable apprehension the privelege now $bout to be conceded to 
Attornies and Advocates, who must be highly paid for nearly an 
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exclusivo practice, in what has hitherto been considered rather as a 
Court of Equity and good conscience^ than one of LaWi 

4. Apart entirely from the interests of those constituting the 
Trade Association, there is a large and increasing class of persons in 
Calcutta and its Suburbs, composed of poor widows and unprotected 
females. East Indian and European, earning a precarious livelihood 
as i&arrding and Lodging Ilousekbepors, School Mistresses and 
otherwise : as well as men of the same origin carrying on various 
potty handicrafts, or ondeavouiing to eke out a subsistence by shop- 
keeping on a small scale. There are besides many Purdah women 
of very limited income. * To such persons as those and their small 
claims. Section 52 would bo quite inapplicable. They could not fee 
an attorney or Barrister, in addition to the costs of suit which they 
often find it difficult to advance. Female suitors are avefse from 
timidity and other canses to appear in Court, and it would seem 
a hardship to deny them the fiieiidly aid of male relatives, or 
neighbours, or the cheap services of a Pleader who%ndertakes a suit 
for a small percentage, the payment of which is contingent upon his 
success in obtaining a decree. Your Memorialists would therefore 
pray that the practice observed in the present Court be allowed to 
continue undisturbed, it being optional under this system for either 
plaintiff or defendant to employ an attorney of the Supremo Court. 

5. Much has been dune by the new Act in furtherance of the 

interests of suitors generally, but there is one description of case not 
provided for, winch your Memorialists beg leave to bring to notice in 
the hope that a lomedy will be applied. It has frequently happened 
to Members of this association, and doubtless to others not belonging 
to it^that a person from the Mofussii contrives to evade payment and 
proceed to sea, n«)twith8tauding his creditor may have succeeded in 
bringing h\m Court on a Bench Warrant and obtained a 

decree againsU^. This occurs in consequence of the Court not 
possessing to detain the debtor after the decree, until an 

ordei» Warrant to that effect is issued, which cannot be done 

Ininutea to half an Jiour, meanwhile the defendant makes 
^ gi^d Use of kia time, betakes himself to a boat and lies perdue until 
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the ship oti vrbioh be bae taken hie passage proceeds down the river* 
when he gets on hoard at sotao convenient spot, having so timed his 
arrival in Calcutta and made his arrangernonts that nothing remains 
but to embaik, leaving the creditor to pay the costs of suit and Bench 
Warrant* Your Memorialists would therefore respectfully suggest 
that in a Bench Warrant case a decree in favor of the plaintiff sheuld 
carry with It power to detain the defendant until the amount isMfmld. 

6. Lastly, your Mem\)riaUsts most respectfully solicit the atten- 
tion of Governinont to the necessity of*empower»ng the Judges of the 
new 6ourt to give a liberal interpretation to the statute of limitations, 
or if within the competence of the Logiuktive Council, the enact- 
ment of a clause or Regulation modifying it The statute which was 
framed to bar the revival of obsolete claims, is unsuited to the dis- 
persed state of Society in India, and a rigid enforcement of it has 
entailed many unmerited losses on persons in and out of business. 
As regards the Calcutta tradesmen, having customers at the most 
remote stations, it often happens that he and they never meet, nor 
have been within some hundreds of miles of each other. In many of 
these cases letters and accounts are intentionally refused and thrown 
back on the sender’s hands “ Bearing Postage.” In others the persons 
addressed have proceeded to Europe and been absent from India more 
than half the time proscribed by the statute, having contrived to em- 
bark clandestinely,^ or in some cases proceeded via Bombay. Your 
Memorialists are therefore debarred from obtaining an acknowledge- 
ment, or reviving a demand as required by the statute, and this ob- 
stacle being purposely and fraudulently raised, tbdjr seek a remedy, 
And as in duty bound your memorialists will ever pray. 

(Signed,) C. J. PITTAR, ^ 

Master. 

CalcHUa^ Trades HaU, \ 

riie SUt July. 1849 . / 
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To THE Eight Hon’ble Edward, Lord Eldesborough. 

Oo’oemor General in India, Jsc, Ac, 

My Lord, 

I have tho hoaor to forward, for your Lordship’s consideration, the 
accompajiying copies of momoriala addressed by tho Calcutta Trade 
Association, to tho Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
to the Ilon’ble the Court of Directors, and to tho Deputy Governor of 
Bengal. 

The great interest which your Lordship has always shewn, (from the 
earliest period,) in every thing relating to steam -communication with 
this country, induces tho members of the Calcutta Trade Association 
to appeal direct to your Lorpship, and to solicit your Lordship’s pow- 
erful advocacy of the prayer of the memorials. 

It will bo in your Lordship’s recollection, that the inhabitants of 
the Eastern side of India have, for many years, been engaged In urg- 
ing and petitioning for a direct Hue of communication for the Indian 
Mails'from Calcutta, Madras and Ceylon, via Aden and Suez. But 
at the time, when they were in full expectation of the realization of 
all their hopes, by tho perfecting of tho scheme, they regret to ob- 
serve a proposition made public, having, it is feared, for its end tho 
abandonment of Ibis long cherished project. 

It will no doubt have been observed by your Lordahip, that the 
feasibility of the direct communication has on a late occasion, been 
made most apparent, this from the circumstances arising out of the 
loss of the Memtkony in eonsecjuoooe of which the entire packets of 
the September Mall were put on board the Hindostan steamer, at 
Sue% and by her carried to Aden ; tho Falmouth packets for , Cal- 
cutta, Madras and Ceylon, being marked respectively for those places, 
were allowedatj^j^ brought on by tho Hindostan, hut tho Marseilles 
Mail boxes marked indiscriminately ** India^,” were left at 

Aden for;^*lBrdmbay steamer. ' 

Ynui^'^pdaliip will have observed, t'hat the hindostan left Aden 
on of September, and reached Calcutta on the morning of 

theylZfli of October; tiiat the entire mail forwarded via Falmouth 
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and brought on to Calcutta by the distributed in 

one day, allowing four clear days for reply/ by the Express that 
left Calcutta on the 2l3t of October ; that the Marseilles Mail left 
at Aden was carried on to Bombay by th6 Fic^on'a steamer, which 
vessel left Aden on the 1st of October, that the first installment of 
the mail reached Calcutta on the 22d and the last portion on the 
27th of October ; and that the first arrival in Calcutta via Bombay 
was one day after the.exprcss mail had left Calcutta for England, 
and five days after that portion brought by the Hindostan had been 
delivered. Thus it will be seen, that the Uindostan brought her 
portion of the' mail from Aden and delivered it entire at the Calcutta 
Post Office in 18 days, and that the first portion via Bombay arrived 
at the Calcutta Post office in 22 days from Aden, and the entire 
packet in 27 days. Had, however, the whole of the September mail 
been sen Wia Bombay, it is not unreasonable to suppose, that the 
completion of the delivery would have extended a few days beyond the 
27th; it will tlierefore bo evident to your Lordship, that by the Septem- 
ber letters via Marseilles and Bombay having arrived the day after the 
express mail had left Calcutta, a delay of one month to the Eastern 
side of India, in replying to their September letters, was occasioned. 
Your Lordship will have in remembrance that in March 1841, the 
Right Hon’ble the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury declared, with 
i*eferenc 0 to the subject in question, “ that no plan would bo worthy 
of adoption that did not include the direct communication to the three 
Presidencies of India,” and the Right Hon’ble the President of the 
Board of commissioners for the Aflairs of India concurring in this 
declaration asserted, “ that any Other course would fail to fulfill the 
just expectations of the people both of England and India ” 

The great disadvantages of sending the Mails overland to Boinbay, 
more espicially during the rainy: season, will be most apparent to your 
Lprdsbip, as with every improvement in the making of roads, there 
could uever; be any security, (through i;he heavy rains India is sub- 
jected to,) that tho mail packets would not arrive saturated and bu 
Some occasions reduced to pulp, as has not unfrequently occurred ; 
rendering the correspondonoe utterly useless. And your Lordship is 
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further aware that the unlooked-for delay cousoqueut on the badness 
of the roa(h during the rains has been the cause on two or three 
occasions of the entire mails from this side of India being left behind ; 
the steamer having been despatched from Bombay without them : — 
These circumstances would^ at the season of the year alludcjd to, 
always render the Bombay route irregular and unsatisfactory. 

Tlj^JTrade and Commerco of Calcutta, Madras, Ceylon, China, 
the Straits, the Mauritius and Australia not»omitting the increasing 
importance of Moulmein as a commercial port, form a very groat 
portion of the commerce of the whole world ,* and at the present pe- 
riod the vast correspondenpe induced by this trade, is forwarded most 
inconveniently by way of Bombay, because it is geographically si- 
tuated nearer to England than any of the aforementioned places, and 
althoiigh this circumstance docs favor Bombay and immediate places 
around it, it has clearly been exemplified that making it the port for 
the delivery of the mails destined for the Eastern side of India, mate- 
rially disadvantages them. 

Your Lordship is fully aware that in the port of Calcutta there is 
not unfrequently 150 merchant vessels, wliilst in the harbour of Bom- 
bay it would be difficult to count at any time 50. This fact is mere- 
ly adduced to illustrate the importance of the two places. 

By making Gallo a central point for the recejdiou of the Mails 
from China, the Straits, the Mauritius, and Australia, to be picked 
up by the large steamers plying between Calcutta and Suez the im- 
portance and convenience of those places would bo extremely great. 

What has been so far stated has had reference to the mails only, 
and although this is paramount In importance to any other advan- 
tages : there is still to be considered the convenience and importance 
of Passengers from this side of India going the direct route, and 
the opportunity of receiving aqd dispstebing heavy packets and 
parcels which the enormous cost overland from Bombay has hitherto 
roiulercd prohibitory, ♦ 

Having bro^lit to your Lordship’s notice a few of the advantages 
derivable the direct couimonicatron, as well as some of the 

dUadvantigoB of the Bombay route, and having gone more particu- 
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larly into detail in the memorials referred to in the first para, of this 
cpndmiinication, I have, on behalf of the Caleutta Trade Association, 
earnestly to solicit your Lordship will use the powerful influence your 
Lordship possesses with her Majesty’s Government, and the Court 
of Directors, in securing to the Eastern side of India the only com- 
munication which can give satisfaction by affording permanent benefit. 

I have the honor to bo, My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

^ G. F. EEMFRY, 

Master^ Calcutta Trade Associatian. 

Calcutta, Trades Hall, \ 

December 9, 1843. J 


To THE IIoNOiiAnLE W. W. Biiii), Esq. Deputy Goveunou 
OF Bengal. 

The respectful Memorial of the Calcutta Trade Association, 
SllEWETH, 

That the London Journals brought by the late October mail, and 
particularly the London Monthly Times newspaper of the 6th Octo- 
ber last, report the proceedings of certain public meetings, hold at 
London, Liverpool, and Glasgow, during the previous month of Sep- 
tember, the object of which meetings was intended to promote tlio 
acceleration of tho communication between India and Great Britain. 

That at<l)ne of these meetings held at tho Hall of Commerce in 
London bn the 19th, of September last, a proposal was submitted 
by tho Peninsular and Oriental Company for the transit of the mails 
to, and. from Southampton and Bombay, by. which it was alleged 
the. desired acceleration would be obtained, and to accomplish which 
it was stated, amon^ other means atiAhe command of the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company, they possessed the Steamer llindostan and 
Bentinck now placed on the direct line between Calcutta and Suez. 

Thai this proposition of the Peninsular and Oriental Company 
has excited in ymir Memorialists the most serious apprehensions for 
tho permauent establishment of a direct, lino of entorcourse botweeu 
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Calcutta, Madras, Ceylon and Suez, now so practically commenced 
by means of the Steamers above mentioned, the Sindostan and 
Bentinck ; and your Memorialists aro therefore deeply impressed with 
a desire to represent to you the serious loss, embarrassment, delay 
and uncertainty, that they apprehend will ensue to your Memorialist, 
as well as to the large and various interests connected with tliis 
por^Mfcora any arrangement that shall fail to secure a direct com- 
munication between this place and Sueztiud the ports of Madras 
and Galle on the direct lino. 

That your Memorialists have been supported in the hope that 
such a direct communication would, in due time, be established from 
the resolutions that have been passed by the House of Commons, 
and the publicly expressed opinions of other high authorities. 

That the late voyage of the Hindostan practically demonstrates 
the importance of the direct route, and the ^profound judgment ex- 
hibited b;y the IToUvSO of Commons and the other authorities above 
referred to ; the mails by that vessel having been delivered in Cal- 
cutta in 18 days from Aden, while that portion of the mail received 
via Bombay was 27 days between its despatch from Aden and its 
final delivery in Calcutta. ’ 

That the indirect route to Calcutta via Bombay entails upon this 
port, upon the merchants, manufacturers, gro wers of produce and 
tlio inhabitants generally througliout the course of the Ganges as far 
as Allahabad, the adjacent countries of Assam, Arracan, Moiilmcin, 
the Islands to the Eastward, China and Australia, impoi^ftnt obstruc- 
tions to their intercourse with Europe, by the uncertain progress of 
the Bombay dawk, the dcstructron of letters and commercial docu- 
ment during the rainy monsoon, and the heavy import in the exist- 
ing rate of postage, all of which aro obviated by the driroct line from 
Suez. 

Your Mn^p^Halists, therefore, earnestly entreat, that your Honor 
will submlfei^b the Honor^ible Court of Directors such representations 
as wfll ipriominently exhibit the claims of this port, and the large in- 
Uircsis connected with it, to their high consideration, and to urge 
Buclf authorities respectfully to withhold their support to any proposal 
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which shall not have for its object a direct intercourse with this 
place, and which your Memorialists doubt not, under the liberal sup- 
port of the home Authorities, be spodily accoinpUahed through- 
out the three Presidencies with Europe. 

And your Memorialists shall as in duty bnv^d ever pray. 

(Signed) G. F. IIEMFRY, 

Master y Calcutta Trade Assotlt3t(,ion. 

Calcutta, Trades Hoik 1 
9^A December, 1843. / 


To TfiE Right IIom’ble ihe President and Members ar the Board 
OF Commissioners tor ihe Aitairs or India. 

The respectful Memorial of the Calcutta Trade Association, 
Shewetii, 

That your Memorialists have learned, that propositions have been 
made by the Peninsular and Oucntal Steam Navigation Company, 
to the Government of Groat Britain and the Couit of Directors of 
the East India Company, to convey the public mails from Suez to 
Bombay, — and sotting forth that their available means for the com- 
pletion of that object is tlie einjiloyment of the Steam vessels Ilin- 
dostan and fieiitinck, which are now plying on tbo direct route be- 
tween Suez, Oalle, Madras aud Calcutta, with other vessels which 
they could bring into use. 

That your- Memorialists regard these proposals with deep alarm, 
as they believe the consequences of their adoption would be of a 
most injurious kind in relation to'^their own commercial and social 
interests, and to those of the general public of the Bengal Presi- 
dency. 

Your Memorialists wish particulurly to refer to ihe great impor- 
tance of the commercial and other relations existing between Calcutta, 
China, and the countries to the eastward, with England, and which 
make it in the highest degree desirable to increase, rather than dimi- 
nish, the means of direct communication. 

Your Memorialists further shew, that during the years in which 

H 
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Bombaj^has been made tbe port of arrival and dcspatefa of lottara to 
and from places eastward thereof, from whence they have been sent 
and received by land ; very great uncertainty and inconvenience has 
been experienced, both as to the time, and safety of correspondence, 
and which the despatch of mails directly by Soa would obviate, 

Tlmt tbc great expense which such arrival at, and departure from 
Bomiluiy occasions, is a serious hindrance to cor rospondeuce. 

That the proportion of letters, correspondence, and newspapers from 
the other Presidencies sent by that route, is ali’cady nearly two thirds 
of the entire quantities dispatched by each mail, and it is believed a 
much larger proportion v^ould go under a more certain, cheap, and 
direct route. 

That the adoption of the direct course by steam vessels from Suez 
to Calcutta, dropping mails at Gallo and Madras, would place Lon- 
*don letters of the sixth day of each month via Marseilles, in Calcutta 
by the 13tU or I4th of the succeeding month, and that the Steamer 
hero being placed to start about the 18th, would give from four to 
five days for I'eplios, these replies would arrive in London via Marseilles 
in time to allow of an equal number of days for correspondence by 
return mails, thus giving four or five days each way, which w^ould be 
a most important advantage, and one which your Memorialists have 
not hitherto enjoyed. 

That your Memorialists confidently refer to the policy recently ea-* 
•tablitbcd in England, of reducing the rates of postage to the mini- 
mum amount, and at the same time of quickening the conveyance of 
letters, as one wiiicb has given universal satisfaction, and the re- 
ference is made in the hope that^he India mails will be regulated by 
tlu^amo principles, but should your llon’ble Board so think neoesv 
sary, your Memorialists would prefer an increased rate of postage to 
the loss of any existing means of transit perfected to monthly com- 
munications, as has been herein a4vocatcd in the direct line with 
Galte and Calcutta. 

Your Mempfialists therefore entreat your Hon'^ble Board will offer 
such remons^^lliiuoe to any deviation from the direct route, aud facili- 
tate such il^Vantagdl^r remuneration to the parties offering to carry 
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the njails direct, ae to you shall be deemed proper, and as shall ac- 
complish this object. 

And your Memorialists shall every pray. 

G F REMFEY, 

^Master, Calcutta Trade Association. 
Calcutta, Trades Hall, \ 

December 9, 1843. / 


To THE TUB CoURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

Bast India Compahy. 

The respe(^tful Memorial of the Calcutta Trade Association. 
Shbweih, 

That your Memorialists,, fully participating in the strong feeling 
evinced m this city on the announcement, by the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, that they were prepared to 
run their vessels, the Illndostan and Bentinck, between Bombay and 
Suez, in furtherance of a proposal for facilitating the transit of the 
Indian mails, beg earnestly and respectfully to entreat the considera- 
tion of your Honorable Court to the serious loss and inconvenience 
which your support of such a measure would entail on your Memori- 
alists and the interest they represent, in common with the various 
communities in the extensive Presidencies of Bengal and Madras ; 
the Eastern Settlements of Penang, Singapore, and Malacca, and 
Her Majesty’s Colony of Ceylon, 

The fallacies involved in the proposition of th6 Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam* Navigation Company as regards an acceleration of 
the mail by any line making Bombay the port for the reoeiptj^nd 
despatch of the mails for the eastern side of India, will, we are as- 
sured, be fully demonstrated to your Honorable Courts by more able 
and ijtfluetitial persons than your MemoriaKsts-^we do not therefore 
purpose trespassing on the time and attention of the Court on those 
points ; but as others may escape the notice of our more powerful 
supporters in this matter, as they certainly have done that of the 
Peninsular and. Oriental Steam Navigation Company, your Memoria- 
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lists beg leave to lay before your Horiorable Court a fevr facts bear- 
ing strongly on the question of a direct and frequent Steam Mail 
Packet between Suez, Point dc Oalle, Madras and Calcutta; 

Leaving Iliiidbos aod Maliomedans out of any calculations con- 
nected with the Indian Oiails, although a few of the former b^ong- 
ing to this city do ship to, and transact business with, ports in Great 
shewn by a return made by the Superintendent of Police 
in 1837, the latest at hand, that this city oontained at that time ; 

British bom inhabitants, " ' 8138 

Kast finiians, 4;.' . ^ 4746 ' 

Portuguese or their Descendants, ^... ... 3181 ^ 

Fronch, 

Anuonian.s, . . . ... ... ... 6^6 

A t II owrn h ^ocross the Kivor — Kuropoans and East Indians. ... ... 1-12 

Sorarnpore, ... ... ... ... 05 

Gh!in(lernaj»‘oro, ... ’ 77 

Chiiisurh, Bandel and Hoogly, ^ ... 20 

12,131 

The want of a late and accurate census of Calcutta is rather 
unfortunate nt this particular juncture, but going back for 7 years, 
and deducting the East Indians and Portuguese, who arc moro- 
generally employed as c*lerk.s in Government and Commercial Offices 
than engaged in Trade, your Honorable Court will find nearly 4,500 
persons in Calcutta and its neighbourhood, who would feel seriously 
any disappointment in their long cherished hope of a direct Steam 
Communication with Suez. 

Your Memorialists, on their own particular behalf, desire to bring 
to the notice of tlio Court, that they represent a body numbering in 
this city, upwards of 800 persons, being more than equal to the whole 
population, European and East Indian, in, the town and throughout 
tbaj?rcsivkuicy of Bombay, other than Civil, Military and Marine: 
that, as shewn by the latest Directory there are not 50 Tradesmen, 
and shop-keeping establishments ill the town of Bombay against 270 
in this city, and 120 at Madras : — that the whole number of Euro- 
pean, or, Christian Tradesmen in Bombay is not more than 45 or 
thcreabouts^|;i^j;b being a preponderance of P^arsoes in every line of 
business;^*P|t the greater number of your Memorialists, those 
^boED^HlEfepresent, aj^ many of their jounieymeui and assistapits 
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are Natives of the United Kingdom, to whom a* cheap and ready 
intercourse with friends and ties at home is of the highest impor- 
tance. 

Your Memorialists would also solicit the attention of your Ilon’ble 
Court to the circumstance of there being upwards of 500 persons, 
most of thorn also British born, settled in Assam, Bengal, Boliar, 
Allahabad and tho Booab, as planters and manufacturers of indigo, 
sugar, rum, silk and tq^, or otherwise employed in developing the 
resources of the country, a few excepted, wKo are shop-keeprs in 
Military cantonments — that by far the largest proportion of this 
enterprising and useful class of men are located below Allahabad in 
the districts east of the Ganges, and must over look to the Calcutta 
Post office as the channel for tho transaction of their important 
business, as well as the receipt of their letters to and from homo, 
through their agents in Calcutta. 

Your Memorialists bog to add, that with the exception of one 
person {Signor Mutti,) whose experiments in the silk line appear to 
promise well, they are not aware of there being five Europeans 
or Bast Indians engaged in trade or manufactures, throughout tho 
west of India, save those within tho town and prieincts of Bombay. 

Your Memorialists must not omit referring to the number of Euro- 
peans and their descendants settled in the Straits, and solely en- 
gaged in commercial pursuits, amounting by the lowest calculation 
to 1,000 persons, or nearly double the number residing within tho 
limits of the Bombay Presidency, but not in the service of 11. M. 
•or the Hojjorable East India Company — any abandonment of a 
direct communication by steam >ritU Madras and this Port must 
affect tho interests of that large bodyt and living, like your Memo- 
rialists, under your Government, they will, we hope, in due'^Time, 
express themselves accordingly. 

Although somewhat beyond the province of your Memorialists, 
and perhaps a work of supererogation on .their part, they cannot 
rWrain from adverting, in this their appoftl to tho small number of 
H. M.^b and the Honourable Company’s forces and Civil Servants 
serving in the Presidency of Bombay, compared with those in Ceylon 
and the Presidencies of Madras and Bengal ; being only aa 1 to 4 of 
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the former and 1 tb 51 of the latter.. Your Memorilaiets find in the 
Bombay Presidency — 

43 Begiwents with about, European Officers, 1,460 Soldiers 8,000 

Total 9,460 

In Ceylon Artillery, Engrs. k 3 regts, Offirs. 200 Soldiers 2,000 
,, Madras 75 regiments, Ho* 2,500 I)o. 10,600 

„ Bengal 109 Do. , < -Ho. 8,400 Do. 18,400 


6,100 30,900 

• Total 37,000 

Bombay Civil servants, ISO 

Ceylon Do 86 

Murlrus I)(> 205 

Bengal Do * 447 738 

The whole of the Troops and Civilians in Ceylon, and all those of 
Madras and nearly the whole in Bengal east of long. 78 would gain, 
as well as your Memorialists and others, by the delivery of the mails 
direct at Gallo, Madras, and Calcutta, and the great disparity of 
numbers west of the lino drawn, would indicate the advantage of 
abandoning Bombay as the sole Port for the receipt and transmission 
of the India Mails, until such time at least as the country becomes 
intersected by railroads. On these grounds your Memorialists would 
therefore earnestly solicit your llonorablo Court to refuse your 
assent to any arrangement by which the largest number of II. M.’s 
and your servants and soldiers, as well as those engaged in trade in 
the East Indies, would bo cut off from a direct Steam Communi- 
cation with home; they would also further intreat, that the Clause in 
the Charter or Deed of the Peninsular and Oriental Stoai^ Navigation 
Company, by which they arc bt#v:nd to run their vessels from any 
Port, which II. "" M.’s Government in concert with your Honorable 
CotfnT shall dictate, may be waived, or so modified as to secure to 
this side of India the uninterrupted and direct Steam Communica- 
tion so much u^dod and so long desired, for which boon, as in 
duty bound your Memorialists shall’ ever pray, 

G. F. REMFRY, 

i(aster9 Calcutta Trade Association* 


Cakutia, 2V< 
DmmWL 


:j 
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G. 

To tiieJ Right IIoNonABLE Lobd William Cavendish Bentinck, 
G. C. B., Governor of Bengal, Ac. <kc. <fcc. 

The Memorial of the ifaster, Wardens 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association. 

Respectfully Siieweth,* 

That your Memorialists, from the extensive nature of their trans- 
actions with persons resident in the Mofussil, are in the habit of 
receiving and remitting sunw to a considerable amount in the form of 
Hoondies on Native Shroffs, Drafts on tKe Fay-Masters, Orders on 
Agents, Banh Notes, fzc (kc* 

That this system of remittance is attended with considerable un- 
certainty, great inconvenience, and occasional loss, and is expensive 
to all parties in consequence of the difficulty in procuring Hoondies, 
Drafts, and the fluctuating rate of exchange, frequent failures of 
the Native Shroffs, miscarriage by dawk, and various other causes 
which have induced your Memorialists to bring the subject to your 
Lordship’s consideration. 

Your Memorialists would further bog leave to state, that the usual 
mode of remitting by Officers of the Army, is through the medium of 
the several Pay-Masters, which from the want of some wholesome 
regulation causes great inconvenience, much trouble, and frequent 
disappointment, inasmuch as the Pay -Masters sometimes refuse 
registering such orders, and on some occasions after the registry has 
been made, the drawers have cancelled them. Pav-Masters also 
refuse registering Drafts without an allowance of 2 per cent.“ commis- 
sion, which not being sanctioned by Government, causes great dissatis- 
faction, and from the uncertainty regarding Drafts of this nature, 
your Memorialists never know when they are safe in accepting them. 

Your Memorialists, therefore," entertain a hope that in consideration 
of the circumstances above stated, and the severe pressure of the 
times, your Lordship "will feel disposed to sanction the adoption of 
some new system, by which the evils complained of may be ^removed, 
or at least modified, and that facility be giveq for remittances to and 
from the interior, with greater securitjr and more certainty, and ehbuld it 
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\>e deemed advleal^te to establi&li a fee for any extra treuble or expense 
Governmeut may incur, your MemorialUts will be willing to pay it. 

That your Memorialists do not presume to point out to your Lord- 
ship any particular course as the best remedy for the evil they eom- 
plain of; but as they are taught to believe that your Lordship is never 
averse to the reception of suggestions respectfully submitted, they beg 
to refer to tho practice which obtains under the Bombay Presidency. 

That your Memorialists are not thoi oughly informed of the ar- 
rangements by which the trading community are accommodated at 
Bombay; but if an inference may be drawn fiom results, it would 
seem that it is customary ^or an open account to be kept between the 
Presidency and the Mofussil Pay-Masters as respects the Army, and 
tho Sub-Treasurer and Collector as regards tho Civil Service, in 
virtue of which, the former disburses at tho Presidency, such sums 
as the latter may apprize him have been leceived fiom Officers and 
Soldiers, at their respective stations, tho notice of such deposits or 
payments being, (your Memorialists loam,) conveyed in tho form of 
a lomittance list, winch is placed on a table at the offices of the 
Sub-Treasurer and Presidency Pay-Master icspcctively, between the 
twentieth and thirtieth of each month for the inspection of parties 
concerned. The system will pcihaps be better understood by an 
CAamiuation of tho annexed Form A of Remittance List, 

That your Momoiialiats addiossed this application to your Lord- 
ship in tho conviction of your Lordship’s disposition to entertain pro- 
positions, which, without involving any additional charge to Govern- 
ment, promise beueht to moie than one class of the community, and a 
saving and convenience to the Civibnnd Military servants of the State. 

Should their solicitations receive a favorable hearing, your Momo- 
riatt^s will have additional reason to acknowledge the benehts flowing 
from your Lordship*s liberal administration. 

On behalf of tho Members, 

A. ROGERS, 

Master of the Trade AssociaHon, 

W. H, HAMBETON, 

Secretary, 


Calcuitc^^ March 4, 1835. 
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To A. Rogeus, Esq. 

‘ Master of the Trade Association^ 

SfR, 

In continuation of Mr. Torrens* letter to you, dated the 7tli ultimo* 
I am directed by the Honorable the Governor General of India in 
Council, to inform you that the Civil and Military Services have at 
present every requisite facility of making Remittances of Savhiga 
from their current* alloTOnces, by Bill on the General Treasury ; and 
further, that Individuals not in the services above mentioned, have 
the means of remitting money to Calcutta from the Provinces of Ben- 
gal, Behar, and Orissa, by Bills on the Ggneral Treasury for a Pre- 
mium of one per cent. This however is an accommodation to the 
Public, which if it were very extensively demanded, it might bo in- 
convenient to the Finance of tho'Govornment to continue. 

With advertence to the complaint, advanced by the Trade Associ- 
ation, of the losses to which you are at present liable, arising from 
Failure of Shroffs, the unwillingness of the Dravveos to pay, (fcc. these 
are casualties which the Government cannot reasonably be called 
upon to remedy : the honoring of Private Drafts by the Paymasters 
of tlie army, and their Registration of claims in anticipation of the 
allowances of an officer, are instances of accommodation not enjoined 
by any Public orders, and although not prohibited, it has not been 
considered desirable to encourage the former practice. 

The Bombay Plan of Remittance by moans of Lists, as described 
in your Memorial, appears to liave no advantage whatever over the 
Bill system : the latter, on the contrary, is far preferable, as the 
party entitled to payment is always in possession of the Document 
by which it is to be obtained, except it is lost in conveyance, which 
very rarely occurs, and is easily rectified. 

In respect to remittances to tho Interior, you will find tho Accoun- 
tant General ready to grant Bills on the Treasuries there, for money 

* The amount sale of a Bungalow is also rcmittablo to tho Procidonoy by a Military 
OfSOer through tho metiium of o Treasury Bill ; Boud, Fido romijfctaneos fbr Moss, 
anil other Itogimontal Puiiioso*?, oaii^ bo oflottud m tho same way. 


0 
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paid into the General Treasury ; provided there be surplus Funds to 
moot them, but, it is not to be expected that the Government will ac- 
cumulate Funds, at the Public cxpeuco, to be drawn against for pri- 
vate convenience* 

Under those circumstanoos the Governor General in Council regrets 
that ho cannot render a more favorable reply to your Memorial. 


Council Chamher, 
the *2,2nd A])vily 1835. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obidient servant, 

, (Signed) G. A. BUSITBY, 

Secy, to the Oovt 

} 


H. 

To W. C. Hurry, Esq. 

Secretary, Municipal Committee, 

Sir, 

In accordance with the wish expressed in your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, that the Committee of the Trade Association should furnish 
your Committee with their suggestions or a plan embracing the bet- 
ter regulation of tlie Municipal Affairs of Calcutta, 1 am authorised 
to state their unanimous opinion, that the present method of assess- 
ment and disbursement by Government of the Municipal Funds, 
cannot but bo unsatisfactory to 'the assessed, so long as they have no 
voice in the election of the public offieors who control the levying 
and the expenditure of those funAa — especially intended for the com- 
fort and the safety of the inhabitants and the salubrity of the city 
of*t?alcutta. 

With a view to placing the Municipal Affairs of Calcutta on a popu- 
lar a^d satifif^tory footing, the Committee of the Trad^ Association 
beg respectfully to suggest. — 

I. — That the Court of Quarter Sessions be called into active oper- 
ation as a Qouj Ryrf Appeal, as well as for sanctioning the levying of 
the AsfidsluttlstfiyIO. the ^controlling of all Municipal affairs* 
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IL— ‘That a Court consist of the Chief Magistrate, as Chairman, 
and of all gentleman holding His Majesty's Commission of the Peace 
as Members. 

III. — That a Court of Requests he considered as a Municipal Court, 
and its Commissioners elected by the householders annually — to be 
eligible for re-election. 

IV. — That the Police of the city be entrusted to the Chief Magis- 
trate, four Police Magistrates, and a Superintendent, as at present, 
but to be elected annually by the householders, and to be eligible for 
re-election. 

V. — That the Conservancy of the city J>e entrusted to four Cora- 
missioners, to be similarly elected, with Magistoral powers and sum- 
mary juri'^diction in all matters relating to Conservancy affairs — 
subject to Appeal to the Court of Quarter Sessions. 

VI. — That the Assessment Funds, the Abharrce, tlie Lottery 
Fund, the surplus Fines levied at the Police and Court of Requests, 
and any other local anti municipal funds, be placed under the niau- 
agoment of the Police and Conservancy Departments, through the 
medium of a Town Receiver or Treasurer, subject only to the con- 
trol of His Majesty’s Justices in Court of Quarter Session assembled. 

VII. — That a Charter of incorporation be granted to the inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta, empowering them to elect their own Magistrates, 
Commissioners, Deputies and Assistants. 

VIII. — That the city bo divided into four divisions, subdivided into 
wards ; each division haying an Alderman, or Honorary Magistrate, 
a Police Magistrate, a Conservancy Commissioner, a Deputy Alder- 
man, and an Assistant Commissio^idr, with suitable establishments. 

IX. ^ — The PoUoe Magistrates and the Conservancy Commissioners 
to be paid— the Aldermen, Deputies and Assistants, to be honorary. 

X. — The election of the Aldermen, Police Magistrates and conser- 
vancy Commissioners, to be submitted for approval to the Governor 
General in Gotineil, who shonld possess a veto ; which, if exercised, 
a new election should take place. 

XI. ^Tbo above named ofEcCrs to be elected by ^cdseboldc^' pay- 
ing a monthly rent of— ^Company’s rupees, or upwards. 

in houses, their own property, of equal value, 
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XIL — That tho Suburbs of Calcutta, irom the lowest house in 
Garden Beach, to the highest bourn at Cos^ipore, two or three (or 
more) miles inland inclusive, be'formed either into a separate Corpo- 
ration — or be joined to Calcutta, by extending the boundaries. Gar- 
den Reach, Allipore, Entally and Oossipore, might each form a 
division, as in Calcutta, with Aldermen, Magistrates, Commissioners, 
and necessary, Deputies and Assistants as in the City. The Su- 
burbs to be subject, of course, to Assessment, which would cover 
the Conservancy and nightly watch : but it would be necossaiy for 
the Government to grant allowances to tho Magistrates, if they weie 
appointed and paid like tl:^^ City Magistrates, but on lovror salaries, 
say 500 or 600 per mensem. 

If a plan founded on tho above suggestions should bo recominoiidcd 
by the Municipal Committee and approved by Government, the Com- 
mittco of the Trade Associdtion are prepaicd to enter more particu- 
larly into detail, as the subject has been frequently under their con- 
sideration ; but they are not desiroit'^, at present, to obtrude further 
on the attention of the Municipal Committee — nor until they arc 
called upon to do so. 

Tho Committee of the Trade Association bog to express their 
conviction that no difficulty would bo found in induci^jj|*^inbabitant 3 
of the middling class of society, for whom alone they speak, to 
exorcise the liberties conferred on them of choosing their own Magis- 
trates, Commissioners, dec. and of aspiring to such of tho offices, 
whether honorary or paid, as they might be deemed eligible to fill. 

I am requested to offer, personally, any further explanations of tho 
sentiments of the Committee of the Trade Association, of which I 
am ox officio Chairman, and to state that should further evidence bo 
roqffred, I can submit tho names of persons qualified to afford the 
information desired. 

I have tho honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. S. THOMSON, 
Master, Calcutta Trade Association* 

c 
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Wm. Oobjj Hcjbuy, Esa. 

Secretcvry, Municipal Committee 
Sir, 

I have the honor to forward for the information of the Municipal 
Committee, the details of a plan for the Municipal Government of 
Calcutta, in furtherance of the suggestions respectfully submitted by 
a Coriimittco of ihe Trade Association a short tiino ago. » 

That a change in the pfcseiit system would bo considered salutary, 
and that the public generally would support any plan which was 
grounded on popular election and gave the inhabitants an interest hi 
the appropriation of the City funds, I am fully convinced from the 
sentiments expressed by the Members of the Tradcf Association and 
others. 

The following resolution, unanimously carried at a full meeting of 
that body, gives assurance of their willingness to poiform any duties 
that may be required of them, or to assist in carrying into effect any 
measures that Government may adopt for the improvement and ad- 
vantage of the City, 

liesohed . — That the Members of the Trade Association gene- 
“ rally are fully disposed to co-operato in the measures now proposed 
“ for the establishment of a Municipal Government for the City of 
“ Calcutta, and they will individually bo ready to devote a reasonable* 
“ portion of their time to the fulfilment of any public duties which 
“they may be called upon to perforin.” 

With regard to the eligibility of the electors being fixed at twenty 
rupees monthly rent, and upwards, the Trades Coimnittoo have been 
guided by the Assessment returns, ^also by the information they have 
received as to the qualifications and respectability of those paries 
generally so assessed. The annexed scale exhibits a list of about 
five thousand voters for the four Divisions of Calcutta, a number (it 
is presumed,) amply sufficient for all the purposes of election and em- 
bracing all classes and creeds of the community. 

That much good would result from dividing the Divisions of the 
City into Wards, and the appointment of Common Council-men ever 
these Wards, the Trades Committee entertain no doubt; they are also 
of opinion that the utility of the Common Councihmon would bo 
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mucli increased by investing them with the powers of special Con- 
stables; their constant residence in the Wards to which they, belong 
would enable them to act with promptitude on emergency* in all 
cases where the preservation of the peace required their interference. 

The Trades Committee have refrained from offering any opinion 
in the suggestions now humbly submitted for a Municipal Govern- 
ment, as to whether any alteration in the Police establishment might 
not be beneficially introduced. « 

It is not their wish to interfere with present incumbents, should the 
Government feel disposed to adopt any change for the better regula- 
tion of the Municipal Piyids, but they aro convinced a very consi- 
derable saving would result from the inhabitants possessing a certain 
control over their disbursements as well as collection; that such 
items, for example, as the “ Town Hall,” in place of being chargoablo 
to the Government at an expense of 14,000 Rupees annually, ought, 
under proper management, to yield at least a considerable return. 

The deficit in the annual revenue employed and collected for Judi- 
cial and Conservancy purposes, as exhibited in Schedule (A), could 
perhaps be avoided during the present incumbency, and it has there- 
fore been respectfully suggested that Government should grant a Lac 
of Rupees annually for five years to continue the efficiency requisite 
for these departments, during which period the Trades Committee 
aro of opinion that the expenditure of the City could bo brought 
within the limits of its income. 

I have the honor to he, Sir, 

Your obedient servant,* 

Calcutfa, \ SCOTT THOMSON, 

29<i Jt£nc, 1837. J Master, Trade Association. 


Houses in 

Bent helow 20 
Rupees per mo. 

20 Rupees 
to 50. 

50 Rupees 
to 100. 

100 Rupees 
& upwards. 

Jst Division 


972 

Partioulars 'of 

85 

2d Di1;to — 


872 

each division 
not only 

the total 

! 172 

3d Ditto — 


• 451 

271 

4th Ditto-^ 

1,425 

376 


230 


12,106 

2.671 

. 1.056 

767 
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From the Trade Asmiation, 

IT IS RESPECTFULLY SUGGESTED, 

1. That a Charter of Incorporation, in revival of the Charter 
granted by H. M* Geo. IL dated 8th January, 1753, be granted to 
the inhabitants of Calcutta, empowering them to govern and manage 
all Local and Municipal affairs of the City of Calcutta, in terms Of 
the Charter. 

2. That ^^^fnhabitahts be authori^sed to elect annually as a 
Municipal GovJl'ument. 

1 Mayor or Chief Magistrate. 

4 Aldermen (one for each Division.) 

4 Deputies (ditto.) 

16 Councillors (one for each Ward or Sub-division.) 

3. That to this body, to be denominated the Town Council, shall 
be referred the consideration of all Local Municipal affairs, with 
authority to hold Courts of Quarter Session, agreeably to the Ori- 
ginal Charter granted to the City of Calcutta by His Majesty Geo. 
IL dated 8th January, 1753, as subsequently qualified by 13 and 
14 Goo. III. and 9th Geo. IV. 

4. That the Court of Quarter Sessions shall consist of the Mayor 
or Chief Magistrate, the Aldermen, the Magistrates of PoHco and 
such other Gentlemen as hold His Majesty’s Commissions of the 
Peace. 

5. That this Court, as authorized by the above recited Acts of 
Parliament, do sanction tbo levying of the City Assessment for 
watching and warding and clcansiEfg and repairing the streets, at 
such rate as they may deem necessary and fitting and agreeably to 
the Act 38 Geb. IIL and also do hoar appeals from the decisioriS*bf 
the Magistrates of Police, also from the Court of Requests^ and from 
all other Local Courts or bodies authorized to appeal thereto. 

6. That the Local Funde specified in Schedule A. be placed at 
the disposal of thU Court — who shall appoint a Treasurer or City 
Receiver — who may be the Accountant General or Sub^^Treasurer, if 
deemed advisable by Government and this Court, ctherwise such 
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person or persons as this Court may appoint, upon -suitable salary, 
and with sufficient securities. 

7. That the Court of Requests as at present constituted be con- 
sidered a Municipal Court and its dooisions subject to revisal by 
appeal to the Court of Quarter Sessions. 

8. That a Board of Conservancy be established to consist of four 
Commissioners, i, o. one for each division of the City. The Commis- 
sioners to have Magisterial powera, with suaimary i|tefesdiction in all 
matters relating to Conservancy affairs, subject to appeal to tlio 
Court of Quarter Sessions. 

9. That the Police of the City, as at present, bo intrusted to a 
Chief Magistrate, and four Magistrates, i, e. one for each division 
of the City, \\itli the aid of a Superintendent and suitable esta- 
blishment. 

10. That the Suburbs of Calcutta from the lowest house in 
Garden Reach to the highest house at Oossiporo, two or three (or 
more) miles inland inclusive, be formed either into a separate cor- 
poration, or be joined to Calcutta, by extending the boundaries. 
Garden Roach, Alliporo, Entally and Cossiporo, might each form 
a division, as in Calcutta, with Aldeimen, Police Magistrates, Com- 
missioners, and Deputies as in the City. The Subuibs to be subject 
of course to Assessment, which would cover the Conservancy and 
nightly watch; but it would bo necessary for the Governinont to 
grant allowances to the Magistrates, if they wore appointed and 
paid like the City Magistrates, but on lower salaries, say 500 or 
600 per mensem. 

RECAPATULATION. 

"I’lie business of the City will thus be managed in five Principal 
Courts. 

1. The Town Council, the functions of which will be principally 
deliberative; and in which all alterations, improvements and sugges- 
tions, in Municipal affairs, will be primarily considered. 

2. T|ie Court of Quarter Sessions, as Judicial Court of Appeal, 
in tho Mayor or Chief Magistrate will preside. 
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3. The Cout^t for the Recovery of Small Debts, in T^hicli three 
Commissioners divide the duties between them. 

4. The Board of Conservancy, consisting of four Commissioners, 
subject to the Town Council. 

5. The Police OflSce, with a Chief Magistrate and four Magis- 
trates of Divisions. 

An appeal lying from the three latter to the Court of General 
Quarter Sessions. 

The City being divided into four divisions and each division Into 
four (more or less) Wards — besides the Mayor, the Chief Magistrate 
of Police and the Chief Commissioner of Conservancy — there will be 
to each division an Alderman, a Police ;^'^lgistr^lte, a Conservancy 
Commissioner and a* Deputy Alderman, with establishments as speci- 
fied in Schedule 13 ; also for each ward of each division, a common 
Councillor who will act in his ward, as will the Deputy in lusdivison, 
in all elections and in the conservation of the peace— in aid of the 
Alderman, the Police Magistrate and the Conservancy Commissioner. 

It is suggested that the Mayor or Chief Magistrate, the^ Aldermen ^ 
and the Commissioners of Conservancy and of the Court of Bequests, 
as well as the Police Magistrates, should he Justices of the Peace. 
That the Deputies of the divisions bo sworn in as Chief Constables 
thereof, and the Councillors he all constituted special Constables — but 
of course, to be required to act only on emergent occasions. 

That the Potty Court Jail, the House of Correction and alUock- 
up houses be, as at present, under the Chief Magistrate. The Mayor 
and Aldermen being at all times at liberty, and periodically required 
to visit the same and report upon^ their state to the Court’of Quar- 
ter Sessions. 

That there he iaeach division of the Town, an office.in whiclr'tJfO 
business of the division and Bs wards shall be transacted. The Al- 
derman of the division to be the head thereof, with the assistanco 
of his Deputy and a Chief Clerk, on such salary as may be deemed 
sufficient for the duties to be performed. The Conservancy business 
of the 'division to be also transacted in this office and generally all 
ward or division meetings held therein. 
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U Qwmnmi of BoDgi! ploe« at the dig/xMai of th Town 

Coimil, the Ms speeihd ia SeMuh A, with agmtof omkkh 

of rupees per aim aw for £ve years, tbo Comcil will undertake to meet 
all the expenses ^pociBed in that Schedule and provide ways and means 
(if empowered) to supply any deficit, without calling on the Gfovern- 
ment, or abolishing any existing establishments, except such as may 
be found useless — without affectinji: the incomes of incumbents, 
whose salaries shall remain as at present# Provided ’always that 
performance of duties may bo assigned to sinecurists, and that all 
persons employed in subordinate situations shall, as at present, be 
liable to dismissal for misconduct. 

ELECTIONS. 

The election of all Officers, viz. Mayors, Aldermen, Magistrates, Com- 
niifefeiouors, Loputies of Di\ibions and Councillors for Wards should, 
it is considered, on principle, be annual, by ballot. If this be objected 
to, thon it is siiggostod that the Mayors, Aldernmen, Deputies and 
* Connciilocfi only bo so elected, being eligible for re-election ; while 
the Police Magistrates and paid Commissioners be appointed for life, 
sni)ject to removal by petition to tbo Court of Quarter Sessions, in 
ccituin cases to be specified. 

The doctors to consist of all householders, of whatever color or 
rdigion, oceu])yiug houses paying a* rent of 20 rupees per mensem, 
or living in houses their own property or the property of other per- 
sons of equal value, as per Asaossment returns. 

The qnaVifibation for Tenants to bo the production of a Landlord's 
or Agent's receipt for rent, for ft' period of at least three months next 
preceding the date of the election — and not more than two months 
firtrrear. Persons residing in their own houses, or by permission in 
houses of others, to prove this fact before the Alderman of the Ward 
or his Deputy or other a])pointcd Assessor. 

The mode of election to be as follows : 

1. A registered list of voters to be supplied by the Commissioner 
of the division, and to be kept in the office of the Alderman of the 
and bn an appointed day all persons included in that list to 
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be at liberty to vote in person for any candidate who may have inti- 
mated his intention to stand a ballot for the vacant, or about to be 
vacated, office. The votes to be exaraiiied by Scrutiueors, and pub- 
licly declared and recorded at the hour fixed for closing the ballot. 
Proxies not to be admitted. 

2. The time and place of ballot, and the names of candidates, 
to be publicly announced at least ten days prior to the day of elec- 
tion. 


CITY OF CALCUTTx\, 
ScHrmuLE A 

Annual Income and Expenditure. 


Income. Expenditure. 

Court of Requests, 55,878 80,417 

Assessment (A), 2,24,500 2,42,638 

Police (B), 0 3,21,728 

Abkarroe, 1,46,700 10,100 

European Distilleris, .... 22,000 12,000 

Lotteries, 30,600 20,004 

Town Hall, 0 13,729 

Chowringhco Plain, 5,000 0 

Fees, Finos and Ebcheats, <fec., 16,800 0 

Convict Labor, 10,404 13,313 


Total 5,26,882 ^ 7,15,819 

(A) Conservancy (Assessment) — 

Establishment, 43,856 

Contingent, ... - 39,659 

Repairing Roads, 49,615 

Gleaning 73,891 

Repairing Bridges and Drains 8,317 

Charges of Collection^,# 27,300 


2,42,638 
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( 

(B) Judicial (Police) — 

Magistrates’ Salaries 1,00>000 

DifForont Establislimcnts, 41,175 

Contingent, 28,512 

Thannadaree, 1,43,899 

Kent, <ke. &c 8,142 


3,21,728 


SntCDTJLL B. 

Additional Division Expenses. 


4 Conservancy ConAnis'.ioncrs, .... 400 1,GOO 

4 Chief Clciks 150 600 

4 Houses for OIlicT, 150 • 600 

4 Writers, &c. Jbc. 50 200 

Per Month * ..w 3,000 

^ SCIIEDJJLE C. 

Town Council Expenses. 

A Secretary, 300 

A Clerk 100 

^ Writers, Stationery and Petty Expense 100 

Per Month 500 


A Treasurer, (if required,) comniission one per cent. 

N. B. The oxpon&cs of all existing establishments to be as at 
present, or sltbject to the rocomincnd.itions of the Municipal Com- 
mittee. • ^ 


D. MacFaulane, Esq. 


Chief Magistrate^ Sc. Sc. &c. 

Siu, 

I a]g(l^^|'ceted to inform you that the pamphlet containing your 
*' former and present state of the Calcutta Police,” has, 

agreolhly to your desire, been laid before the Committee of the Trade 
As^dation. 
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Tho Committee, after full consideration of the same at three sepa- 
rate Meetings made '‘spcciar* for the purpose, have come to the 
following conclusions : — 

L — That as the plan tendered by tho Trade Association to tho 
Municipal Committee and printed in their proceedings, Appendix C. 
page clxx. has not mot with the approval of that body — tho Com- 
mittee of the Trade Association arc prepared to submit a revised 
plan, based on tho proposals contained in your View,*' above ac- 
knowledged, with certain modifications. 

il. — The Committee of tho Trade Association are very desirous 
that ill preparing thetr revised plan, they should, if possible, have 
your concurrence. With this view they submit for your consideration 
that any plan of division of cX]Knse between the Oovermuent and tho 
Town, assessing the Government with tho smaller share, and the 
Town with tlie large share, and levying taxes on the people to twice 
their present liabilities to make up the difference, will create general 
dissatisfaction. 

HI. — That any plan subjecting tho people to additional and un- 
limited taxation, but giving them no substantial and immediate con- 
trol or authority over the Town Funds or establishments, and limit- 
ing their privilege to discussing and recommending measures, which 
it is quite optional in the Govorjiracnt to adopt or reject, will materi- 
ally change their present position in no wise, except in increase of 
taxation, and will not afford sufficient inducement to exertion on tho 
part of tho people or their representatives. Tho consequences will bo 
that although appearances may bo somewhat diftcrent^'ho real change 
will be effected, and the entire management and control of the Town 
affairs will in effect remain as he’etoforo with the Chief Magistrate, 
as the organ of the Bengal Government. 

IV. — The Committee are of opinion that it will be worse than 
useless to attempt establishing any Town Council or Conservancy Com- 
mission, unless the Members thereof are vested with certain necessary 
authority and free control over the establishments, and the funds of 
the Town, and for the proper appropriation of which they should bo 
responsible only to those who elect them. The Court Magistrate 
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might preside ht all Meetmgs, 4 ^ during tlie period of years, 
which is sufficient for ** experiment/' lifter which’ the To^Jm Council 
might choose its own Chairman, 

V. — The Committee propose — 

L That the salaries of the Magistrates, Superintendent of Police, 
and all establishments, as exhibited in Appendix C, of your View/' 
should be appointed and paid by Goverument, with the addition of 
the IPolice Hospital, Town Guard, ConstablQs and Chokeedarree esta- 
blishments, but deducting the salary of the Superintendent of Roads, 
which ought to be chargeable to the Town. 

2. That the salaries of the Conservancy Department, including 
materials for repairing the roads and labor employed thereon, as 
exhibited in your Appendix C. but adding the salary of Superinten- 
dent of Roads, and deducting tlio items mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph, in all Rs. 2,31,864-5-10 be chargeable to the Town ; to 
meet which the net Collections of the Assobsment ; the Receipts for 
Grass and Fish of Public Tanks, and tbo amount receivable for 
Hides of Dead Animals, yield 1,88,075 as stated in the memorantli 
attached to your Appendk. This will leave a deficiency, as appears 
by the annexed Table, of Rs. 43,789, which, it is apprehended, 
would bo mot by vigorous collectiorf of arrears of assessment, and 
by the profits of the grass on the CJiowriiighee Plain, and Lottery 
Fund, and the proceeds of tlio Town Hall, if it were put under a 
new management. 

The Committeo do not ask for any immediate increase of taxation, 
but claim a right to extend the assessment from 5 to 7| per cent, 
agreeably to Act of Parliament,* found necessary after trial of a 
year’s experiment, unless a tax on wheel carriages, or a toll at the 
TWn's boundaries should be deemed more advisable, after duo con- 
sideration. 

The Committee think it bettor that tlio Government portion of the 
allowijncc for watering should be made over to the Conservancy 
Department, who would undertake the duties as at present, and pay 
all in 12,000 out of the Town Funds. 

At ti|^,jBi^piration of the first experimental year of the proposed 
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Town Oouneil, (and frojki year to afterwards,) a full report of 
proceedings, giving results of the labor and experience of the 
Council in town aflfaii's, would be submitted to Government, and the 
Committee have no doubt that under your able and experienced Pre- 
sidentship, the result would be favorable to the Town and satisfactory 
to the Government. 

Should you concur with the Committee in all, or any of the load- 
ing principles laid down in the early part of this letter, and feel*dis- 
posed to confer with them on the subject, they will bo happy to meet 
you at the Trades Hall on Saturday morning next, at 9 o’clock, or 
any day or hour or place more convenient tj 3 yourself. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

^ JOHN MULLER, 

Calcutta, Secretary, Trade Association, 

25th July, 1840,/ 


(No. 451.) 

To THE Ciiaiiiman and Memheus of the Tjiade Association, 
CALrurrA. 

Sirs, 

I have received your Secretary’s letter of the 25th July last and 
perused it with i^roat pleasure. Your entering upon the pencral ques- 
tion of Municipal Government must be gratifying to the Government, 
and it is to bo hoped that your example in this respect will ho followed 
by others. 

2. In your letter it is proposed that the expense of the Police, 
meaning by that, the maintenance of Constables, Thannahdars, 
Watchmen, should he borne by Government. It is of course highly 
desirable that a beneficial arrangement of this kind should not be 
endangered by setting popular feeling against it in the beginning. 
Still it is no less important that any public proceeding, the effects of 
which arc to extend to remote times, be founded on a correct appre- 
hension of facts and first principles applicable to the subject. 
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3. It will boVor tlio consideration of Government whether the 
principles on which tho Stamp Act* was applied to the Mofussil 
might not be held to be applicable hero, and whether under their 
spirit and for tho promotion of the desirable measure of self- 
government, Government might not be disposed to defray a consider- 
able portion or tlic whole of the expense incurred purely for Police 
purposes, moaning the preservation of tho peace and tho prevention 
ani punishment of crime. I add wlmt is paid on this head by 
Government in tho great towns in tho interior, viz. 

Dacca, Ootiipany’s Kiipccs per month, . . . , 1,0.33 5 lOJ 

Patna, ditto, . . . , . . , , 2,/)] 0 4 4 

Moorshedabad, ditto/ .. .. .. 4, (^80 1 6 

4. This is not tlio the place to discuss details. I conclude that 
you intend to leave tho Esplanade wholly to the Government. Its 
expense is per month about Rupees 1,340-8-3 t ; what it yields is 
Rupees 400. 

5. On one other point I am very doubtful. The hulk of tho 
voters and majority of the Councils might want the practical good 
sense and intelligence to be found in tho Trades Hall ; if the 
Committees were entrusted with large power it might be indiscreetly 
Used to tho injury of tho cleanliness and good order of the Town. 
Some provision might bo introduced in the new law preventing any 
roductioii below a certain amount of Establishment not sanctioned by 
tho General Council, 

6. In framing your details I would recommend as a general scheme 
that the Act boo. 3. Cap. 52. Sec. 158 bo recommended to he 


* Sec Copy preamble sinnexcd, Keg. VI. of 1797. 

•I* Establislimeiit, viz. , 

Dhummitollah Tank (luanj, ... ... ... 72 10 6 

Half an OvtTRoer’e Salary, ... ... ... f»2 4 0 

Ooolv bazar Thaniiab, 154 9 9 

ENplunsido Peon, 5 0 0 

10 Ditto Mollies ^ 30 0 0 

8 Ditto Chokoedars, ... ... .... ... ... 32 0 0 

« , 

340 8 3 

CoutiugGneios, average, ... ... 1,000 0 0 

Total Co, Rs. ... 1,340 8 3 
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repealed, and to be re-enacted in a somewhat altered form, the pre- 
paration of ‘which would detain this reply. 

I am, Sir$, your obedient servant, 

D. MaoFARLANE, 

Chief Magistrate* 

Calcutta, Police Office, \ 

7th Augusft, 1840. ) 


Extract from 33 Geo. 3, Car, -52. 

Sec. 158. And whereas by an Act of the first year of the reign 
of his late Majesty King George the First, entitled an Act for mak- 
ing the laws for repairing the high-ways more effectual, provision 
was mado for authorising Justice of the Peace in Cities and market 

towns, at their General or Quarter Sessions, to appoint scavengers 

♦ 

for cleaning and repairing the streets of the same, and to raise 
money by Assessments upon the Inhabitants, for defraying the ex- 
penses thereof. And whereas by an Act passed in the seventh year 
of the reign of his present Majesty, to amend and reduce into one 
Act, the statutes for the amendment and preservation of the public 
highways, it was enacted, that the said recited Act. of the first year 
of King George the First should be repealed. And whereas it is 
essentially necessary for the health, as well as for the security, com- 
fort and convenience of the Inhabitants of the towns and factories 
of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay in the East Indies, that the streets 
therein should be regularly and effectually cleaned,* watched and 
repaired. Be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may bo lawful 
to and for the Justice of the Peace within or for the Presidencies of 
Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay respectively, for the 
time being, or the major part of them from lime to time assembled 
at their General and Quarter Sessions, to appoint scavengers for 
cleaning the streets of the said towns or factories of Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay respectively, and to nominate and appoint such 
persons, as they shall think fit in that behalf, and also to order the 
watching and repairing of the Streets therein as they respectively 

Q 
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uhall juJgo neeeasary ; and for the purpose of defraying the expenses 
thereofj from time to time, to make an equal assessment or assessments 
oil the owners or occupiers of Houses, Buildings and Grounds in the 
said Towns or Factories respectively, according to the true and real 
annual values tliercof, so that the whole of such Assessment or Assess-^ 
nients shall not exceed in any one year, the proportion of one twen* 
tieth part of the gross annual values thereof rospecti^ly, unless any 
higher rate of Assessment shall, in the jjidgmont of the Governor 
General in Council, or Governor in Council, of the said respective Pre- 
sidencies bcoonio essentially necessary for the cleansing, watching or 
repairing thereof, in which case the said Governor General in Council 
or Governor in Council shall and may on any such urgent occasion, by 
order in Council, authorize a further Assessment, not exceeding in any 
one year of half part of the amount of the ordinary Annual Assessment 
horoinbeforo limited, and that it shall bo tlioroiipon lawful for the 
said Justices to make a further Assessment, According to the tenor 
of such order, and nut otherwise, or in any other maimer, and that 
all and every such Assessment,* or Assessments shall and may, from 
time to time, bo levied and collected by such person or.persons, and 
in such manner, as the said Justices by tlieir order in session, shall 
direct and apjioiut in that behalf, and the money thereby raised, 
shall be employed and disposed of according to the orders and direc- 
tions of tho said Justices in session respectively, for and towards the 
rojiairing, watching and cleansing the said Streets, and for no other 
purpose, and that the said Assessments being allowed under the hands 
and seals of such Justices, or any two or more of them, shall and 
may bo levied by Warrant, under their hands and seals, or tho hands 
and seals of any two of them, by distress and sale of tho Goods 
^nd Chatties of any person or persons, not pying thi same within 
eight days after doinand, rendering the overplus, (if any be,) to tho 
same person or persons, the necessary charges of making, keeping 
and selling such distress or distresses being first deducted. 
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Extract, 

A, D. 1797, Regulation VL 

A Regulation for abolishing Regulation XXIII. 1793, entitled 
‘‘ A Regulation for raising an Annual Fund for defraying the Expense 
of the Police Establishments entertained under Regulation XXII, 
1793.’* and for establishing now Foes on the Institution and Trial of 
Suits, in lieu of those prescribed by Regulation XXXVdII, 1755; 
and for levying a Stamp Duty on certain Law and other Papers and 
Documents, and a per centage oh the Fees of the authorized Plead- 
ers in the Court of Civil Judicature, in J:lie Provinces of Bengal, . 
Beliar, Orissa, and Benares ; Passed by the Vice-President in Conn- 
cil on the 10th April 1797^ (corresponding with the 31st Chyte, 1203 
Bengal era ; the 29th Chyte, 12.04 Fuasily ; the 31 Cheyte 1204 
Wallaity ; the 29th Chyto 1854 Sumbut, and the 12tli Showal, 
1211Higeree) 

1. By Regulation XXIIL 1793, it was enaoted that the annual 
expense of the Police Establishments in the several Zillahs and 
Cities in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, should be de- 
frayed, under certain rules specified in the said Regulation, by the 
native merchants, traders, and shop-keepers, who never resided or 
had houses of trade, golahs, or shops, in any town or village, or in 
any gunge, bazar, haut or elsewhere. Difficulties, however, have 
been experienced in determining what persons were liable to bo 
charged with the tax under the said Regulation," and also in fixing 
the amount to he assessed on the towns, bazars, and other places res- 
pectively, and the proportion to be paid by. the several Contributors 
residing or having commercial concerns therein ; and frauds and exac- 
tions have in consequence been committed by the Assessors and 
lectors, 'to the vexation of the contributors as well as to the diminu- 
tion of the produce of tjie tax. .The Vice-President in Council has 
therefore resolved to abolish this tax ; and with a view further to dia- 
courage the preferring of litigious complaints, and the filing of super- 
fiuous exhibits, and the summoning unnecessary witnesses on the 
trial of suits, and also to provide fur the deficiency which will be 
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occasioned in the public revenue by the abolition of the Police tax, 
na well as to add eventually to the public resources, whithout bur^ 
thening individuals, ho has resolved to substitute new fees on the 
institution and trial of suits, in the room of the Fees established by 
Regulation XXXVIll. 1795, and likewise to establish Stamp Duties 
on certain original deeds or papers, and all copies of deeds or papers 
which may be prepared and attested by the Cauzies or their officers, 
or the Mufties, and on. all pleadings in courts of civil judicature, 
and on all copies of papers fuinishod by the said t)ourts and the 
Roard and the Collectors of tho revenue, and on all rowannahs issued 
from the department of ^he customs, and on certain written obliga- 
tions for the payment of money and on the sunnuda of appointment 
granted to Cauzies and authorized pleaders in the, Courts of Judica- 
ture, with a per ceutago on the fees paid to the latter, 

(True Extract ) 

D. MacFARLANE, 

Chief Magistrate. 


To D. MacFaulane, Esq. 

Chief Magistrate^ Calcutta, 

Sill, 

In rehu’cnco to my letter to your address of tho 25th July, 1840, 
and your reply of the 7th August last, adverting also to Act XXIV. 
of the year 1840, passed on tho 7th December last, I am directed to 
inform you that the subject therein embraced, viz. tho Municipal 
Government of the Town of Crfici\tta, has been for some weeks past 
under tho consideration of the General Committee of the Calcutta 
'Trade Association. 

2nd. The Committee observe that by Section IV. of the Act No. 
XXIV. of 1840, it is declared that “ whenever two-thirds in number 
and Value of P rate payers of any of such respective divisions 
shall ap^l|iM<*»e Governor of Fort Wiliam in Bengal toutidertake 
themstljl^'W assessment, collection and management of the rate of 
BUii&dWision. or anv or either of these trusts, it shall hn innrfni tnr 
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tho Governor of Port William in Bengal to authorise the same ac- 
cordingiyi at his discretion ; provided always that such majority of 
rate-payers shall present a scheme which shall obtain his full appro- 
bation for the 'safe and efScient exccutioir of the trusts, the transfer 
of which from the present authorities is sought for* Provided 
always that in any such arrangement, the amount to be levied in any 
particular division shall not be considered as necessarily limited by 
the atnount^ expended within such division, jjut shall be adjuste^l*by 
the 'Governor of Fort William in Bengal upon referenQO. to all local 
circumstances.^' 

3rd. The Committee understand by the passage from Act XXIV, 
above quoted, that although separate and, perhaps dilFerent schemes 
may be proposed for the several divisions of the Town and approved 
by the Governor of Port William, yet that tho amount of assessment 
levied in any particular division shall have reference to all local circum- 
stances, i. 0 . to. the other divisions and general purposes of the Towii, 

4th. To avoid confusion and to ensure unity of procedure, and 
good understanding, it shall perhaps be found necessary that the re- 
presentations of such divisions of the Town as may apply for and 
obtain the management of the funds alluded to, should have oppor- 
tunities of meeting and deliberating on plans that may be suggested 
by individual representatives, or particular divisions, for tho general 
good of tho whole Town, which could not be otherwise conveniently 
effected, and without such communion the difibront divisions acting 
independently might counteract, or considerably embarrass each other; 
divisions not availing themselves of the previsions of the Act might 
be represented by tho Magistrate of division, gr other Officer appoint- 
ed by Government. 

5th. For the above purpose the Committee would recommend 
estabHahment of a Town Couiictf or General Conse'rvancy Commisason, 
to consist of the member? of the different divisional Committees, and 
to be invested with the general control of conservancy affairs, so soon 
as two divisions of the Town are fully represented. Tho Chief Magis- 
trate, or in his absence any Calcutta Magistrate, or other person se- 
lected for the Office to be President/ 
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6th. The Committee of the Trade Association heg to submit for 
your consideration the annexed plan for a Tovrn Council* including 
tho separate Divisional Committees as Members thereof, and defining 
their separate and collective powers. 

7th. Should you approve of the plan, or see no serious objection 
to it, the Committee, on behalf of tho Trade Association, who are 
Inhabitants of the four Divisions of the Town, request you will he 
good enough to forward^tho same for the consideration of the Right 
lion hie tho Governor of Bengal. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) JOHN MULLER, 

Secy, Calcutta Trade Association, 

Cahuttot, \ 

9th July 1841. I 


(No. 2.) 

Proposal for a Town Council and four Conservancy Committees. 

Calcutta, 9th January, 1841. 

' 1st. That tho general interests of tho Town of Calcutta, including 
all conservancy, (cleansing and repairing roads, lighting and water- 
ing,) but excluding Police, bo entrusted to a Town Council and four 
District Committees, 

2. That the Town Council do consist of the Chief Magistrate as 
President; the Police Magistrates as Vice-Presidents and the Mem- 
bers of the District Conimitteesk as Common Councillors, who shall 
have power to levy an assessment annually and hold Courts of Quar-f; 
ii4ar Sessions for such purposes, by Act of British Parliament 58 
Geo. IL and Act XXIV. of 1849 of the Council of India. 

3rd, That the District Committees do consist of the Police Ma- 
gistrate of tho diyisiou and four Members, to be elected by the in- 
habitants paying a rent of 50 rupees per mensem, (or occupying 
houses of their own of eqrta) or superior value*,) one of whom shall 
be chosen ^ tho members as their Chairman. 
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4th. That to thjDse Committees «hall be entrusted the supervision of 
their oivn districts, subject to the general control of the Town Council. 

5th. That the Collector of Assessment; the Assessors; the Clerk 
of the Peace; the Superintendent of the Roads; the Executive 
Officer and the Head Clerk and General Conservancy establishment, 
as it at present stands, sliall be placed under the general control of 
the Town Council ; and shall conduct the duties of the Town, as at 
present, otherwise arranged by order of the said Council* or 
authority of the Governor of Bengal. 

6tli. That all vacancies as they occur shall bo filled up by election 
(ballot) in tho Town Council, the superior appointments, Collector 
of Assessment, Clerk of tho Peace, Superintendent Sf Roads, being 
subject to tho approval of tho Governor of Bengal, by whose authori- 
ty their appointment will be notified in tiie official Gazette, 

7th. That the Town Council shall ia other respeet-'^be formed by 
tho Act XXIV. of 1840, and the letter of tho Trade Association to 
tho Chief Magistrate, dated 25th July 1840, together with that offi- 
cors’s rejjly, dated 7th August 1840, as far as the said letter an^ its 
reply may be applicable to the said Act, and to the managomont of 
the affairs entrusted to the said Council. 

8th. That the Sub-Treasurer, or Bank of Bengal, or Union Bank, as 
the Governor of Bengal may approve, be appointed Town Treasurer. 

9th. That the Clerk of the Peace do act as at present, in conven- 
ing Courts of Quarter Session, and other duties appertaining to 
the Assessment. 

10th. That the present Chief Clerk of the Conservancy Depart- 
ment do act as Town Clerk, attendi|ig and recording all proceedings 
of the Town Council, <fco. 

11th. That the Meetings of the Town Council be held at th^ 
Town Hall, Trades Hall, Polite Office or such other place as may 
be selected by the Council, and approved by the Governor of Bengal; 
and that tho district Committees do meet at some convenient place 
within their respective divisions, and be authorized to pay for the 
same and such necessary establishment as may be sanctioned by the 
Town Couneik 
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12th, Reports — Annual, Half-yearly, or Quarterly, as may be de- 
sired, shall be made to Government of the proceedings of the Town 
Council, besides such occasional eoratnunicalioiis as may be ordered 
by the Council or required by the Governor of Bengal or Governor 
General of India in Council. 


(No, 25.) 

To THE Mastbb and Memueus of. the Trade Association. 
Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your 
Secretary’s letter of the 9th current, and to observe that the plan 
sketched by your Committee seems to - coincide pretty nearly with 
that proposed by me in my letter to the Secretary to Government 
(printed and circulated) of the 13th December, 1839. Thus the Plan 
proposed by you lias, in effect, been before the Government, and they 
having thought proper to adopt another, it seems to me that it would 
be quite vain to ask them to consider any Plan at all until that laid 
down in the Act of December last has been fully tried. 

It a))pears to me that much more attention will be drawn to the 
-new Act when the Justices declare that Gi per cent, will be required 
to be levied, and that then the Government will have a much more 
comprehensive knowledge of the real wants of the inhabitants gene- 
rally than can at present be gained. 

At an early period probably the provision of clause 4th qf the Act 
which requires* 2-3rds qf the inhabitants in number and amount to 

y 

* The entirnemtion of tho Gkowringhoo Division — i. e. South of Diirnuntolltih, 
gives the following : • • 

liouBea under one Rujioe, Tax per Quarter 474 

Ditto botwetm one liupoo and 0 Rupees, ditto 1,081 ' 

Ditto al)Ove 5 llupoos, ditto 038 ' 

Total number of Poi-sons Assessed .. .1 2,193 ' 

1 • 2*3rda of which would bo 1,402 

Thus if 400 or 600 of the intelligent and wealthy inhabitants were willing to peti- 

tion (lovdmment, they would require to bock theii* address with 9,000 or 10,000 of 
ilio very poor iuhabitaUts paying from 6 to 30 Ks. monthly rent. 

(Signed) D. MapFarlanb, * 

Ckle/ MfiffistraU, 
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petition Government will require modification, but even tbdt cannot 
}n my judgment be asked for until a fab trial is made'. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

D. MacFaula^nb. 

Calcutta Police Office, \ Chief Magistrate, 

13fA January, 1841. ) 


To D. MacFarlane, Esq. 

Chief MagistratCy Sc, Sc, Sc, 

Sir, ’ , . , 

I am honored with your letter of the 13th instant, in reply to a 
commuaication addressed* to you by the Secretary of the Trade As- 
sociation dated the 9th instant, forwarding fot your information and, 
advice, a Plan for the E-itablishnicnt of a Town Council. 

I have this morning laid your letter before the Committee of the 
Trade Association, and arn requested to state that they do not think 
the Plan proposed by them at all inconsistent with Act XXIV. of 
1840, but, on the contrary, that their proposal was intended to give 
effect to that Act, they a.ccordingly request that you will be good 
enough to forward their letter to Government’ for consideration, unless 
you have any disinclination to do so, in which case, they wil them- 
selves address the Right* Honorable the Governor of Bengal on the 
subject, ' 

The Division Committees will be moved in* forthwith, if the Town 
Counctl be sanctioned as their head and^-fUedium of communication 
with each’ other, and with Government; but those most anxious to 
see the Division Committees established, do not think them capable of 
working under Act XXIV, to tbe advantage of the Town or' thenr 
own comfort and respectability, without the connecting boud and sup- 
port, as well as comfort, of the Town Council. ' 

H. BURKINYOUNO, 

Calcutta, Trades Eall,\ Master, Trade Amciaiion, 

the l&th Jan, 1841. / 

R 
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(No, 32.) 

To H. Bobeintodng, Esq. 

Master, Trade Association. 

Sib, 

In reply to your letter of tie 16th current, I hare the honor to 
state that I hare forwarded your Secretary’s letter of the 9th in- 
stant, together with a copy of my reply of the 13th, to Mr. Halliday’s 
. Officer 

I now send a copy of that letter, and beg to say that 1 will for- 
ward a copy of your present communication to the same authority. 

I hare the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

D. MacFARLANB, 
Chief Magistrate. 

Calcutta, Police Office, \ 

18tA January, 1841. / 


(No. 26.) 

To J. n. Young, Esq.' 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Judicial Department. 
Sm. 

I have the honor to forward in orignal a letter to my address from 
the Secretary to the Calcutta Trade Association, accompanied by a 
Plan, sketched by that body, for the formation of Municipal Commit- 
tees, with copy of my reply, in order that Qovernment may be made 
{^uaiuted with what passes consequent on the promulgation of the 
New Municipal Bates Act, No. 24 of 1840. 

I have the honor, &e, 

D. MacFABLANE, 
Chief Magistrate. 

Calcutta, Police Office,\ 

Uth January, 1841. / 
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To John Mouer, Esq. 

Secretary, CahvOM Trade Attociaiion. 
Sir, 

Aqnoxed I hare the pleasure to send copy of a letter to my address 
from Mr. Secretary Halliday, in reply to my communications for- 
warding the Association’s proposal for a Town Council and Conser- 
vancy Committees, dated the 9th of January last. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

D. MaoFARLANB, 
CMe/ Magistrate. 

Calcutta^ Police OfliceA 
2()th February y 1841. / 


(No. 250.) 

To D. MacFaelakb, Esq. 

Chief Magistrate of Calcutta. 

Sir, 

JxmioiAL ^ directed by the Right Honorable the Governor of 
Dbpartmisnt, Bengal to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 

26 and 33, of dates the 15th and I8th ultimo, with their respective 
inclosures on the subject of the formation of Municipal Committees. 

2nd. In reply I am directed to request that you will explain to 
the Master of the Trade Association, the manner in which the new 
Act XXIV. of 1840, provides for the ta^g by alsociation of the 
inhabitants, the management of the^di visions of the Town into their 
own hands. It is His Lordship’s opinion that until this privilege 
shall have been extensively taken advantage of by the Inhabitants 3 # 
Calcutta, it would be premature to go further and to erect a General 

I am, &c. 

F. J. HALLIDAY, 

Secy, to the Oovt of Bengal. 


Town Council. 


Fort William^ \ 
the mh Feb. 1841./ 
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(No. 2296.) 


Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
To R. C. Lbfagb, Esii, 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association^ 


Sir, 

I am directed to request that you will favor the Ilon’ble the Deputy 
Governor of Bengal, with the opinion and remarks of the 
Judicial. Association, on the provisions of the accompanying 

Draft Acts, viz : 

*‘For constituting Commissioners for tho improvement of the Town 
of Calcutta, partly by appointment of tlie Government and partly by 
election of tho Rate-payer^. ” 

** To enable the Commissioners who may bo appointed under 
Act————, to purchase real or personal property for the improve- 
ment of tho Town of Calcutta.” 


Fort William, 
25tA Nov. 1«4G. / 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. R. YOUNG, 

Under Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal. 


From R. C. LePAGE, 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association, 

To A. R. YOUNG, Esq. 

Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
Sir, 

I have tho honor to ac\nowJcdge tho receipt of your letter No. 
2216, dated tho 25th of November last, forwarding a Draft Act 
'AiFor constituting Commissioners for tho improvement of the Town 
of Calcutta, partly by appointment of the Government, and partly 
by election of the rate payers also a Draft Act, “ fo enable tho 
Commissioners who may bo appointed under Act. — —to purchase real 
or personal property for the improvement of the Town of Calcutta,” 
requesting Trade Assneiation will favor His Honor the De- 
puty^GoJfJIhor with such remarks and observations as they may have 
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to offer on the provisions thoroin dOTjtained ; — ^nd in reply to State 
that, with referenco to Section 3rd, the Association aro of opinion 
that it would be advisable to allow the rate payers to fix the salaries 
of the Commissioners, subject to the approval of Covernmont, if such 
salaries are to'bo paid out of the funds collected by the Assessment and 
Carriage Tax ; with reference to Section 4th, that it would bo advis- 
able that the Commissioners should be made eligible for re-election, 
but to go out every fourth year ; with referenco to Section 9tb, that 
it should he specified what are to bo considered Government carriages 
and carts ; with reference to Section 8tli, that the salaries of the 
Assessors and Collectors should be fixed by the Cominisgoners with 
the concurrence of Government ; and, wiUi reference to tlio Schedule, 
that cattle and carriages should bo separately taxed. 

2nd. As the Act does not state whether the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the Govoriiineiit, and those elected by the Eate-payers aro 
vested with tho same and equal authority, and aro to receive the same 
amount of salary — ^tho Trade Association are of opinion that such 
should be definitely set forth in the Act. 

3rJ. In Section 4 of tho Draft Act, roferonce is made to tho rate- 
payers, hut it is not hero defined who are to bo considered the rate- 
payers — whether tho Landlords, the Tenants, or tho Payers of tho 
Carriage and Cart Tax — and the Association would bog to observe 
that although tho Tenant does not pay the Assessment direct to tlie 
Collector, yet ho is, in fact, tho indirect payer of tho tax, and as such, 
tho Assoeiation would snggeht that every person tenanting a house 
of 25 Rupees per month and upwards, should bo entitled to vote for 
tho election of Commissioners. 

4ih. The Trade Association bbaerve that there is no provision 
made for taxing tho Carriages and Carts of persons who live out of 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, but whose daily avocatioifr 
bring them into Town, and they are of opinion that this should bo 
definitely provided far. 

5th. As no doubt His Honor the Deputy Governor Is anxious 
that the. Carriage Tax should fall as equitably as possible, and that 
it was with this viewr the Schedule was proptired, the Trade Associa- 
tion have, from the conviction that it would not answer the ends 
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required » devoted sqme time and oonaideration to the eubject, and 
although they hare found it extremely didSicult to devise a plan which 
should make the tax fall lightest where it could least he borne, they 
beg to submit for His Honor’s consideration the following plans. 


No. 1. 
Carriaoes. 

Value. 


2 . 


3. 


Clast. Description. 

'Barouche, 

Landau, 

Britzka, 

Chariot and other 4 
wheel fipring Car- 
riages. ‘ 

The above — also 
Phjeton, 

Brougham, 

Palkoe Gharry k 
other 4 wheel 
spring Carriages 
f The above — also of- 
fice jauns other 
4 wheel spring 
Carriages, 

The above — also 
other 4 wheel 
spring Can! ages 
The above — also 
other 4 wheel , 
spring Carriages 
^Buggies and other 
< 2 wheel spring > 

L Vehicles, , J 

'' r Worth 1 00 <fe less 


i 

{ 

{ 


^lls 2,000 k up- 
watds. 


Es, 1,000 and 
> not exceeding 
Rs. 2,000, 


Rs. 500 and not 
exceeding Ra. 
1 , 000 , 

Es. 100 and 
^ not exceeding 
J Rs. 500 

I Worth less than 
j Rs. 100, 

1 Worth Rs. 500 
and upwards, 


Mate per annum. 


- Co/s Rs. 34. 


} 


Co.’s Rs. 18. 


|co.’i 

^Co.’i 

J Co.’s 
} 


8 Rs. 12. 


s Es. 8. 


Rs. 4. 


Co.’s Rs. 12. 


7, 

9.* 


The above,. . 

The above, 

r aggons or Carts 
without springs 


I 


10. t{ 


on 4 wheels, 


L thlin Rs. 500, 

{ Worth less than 
Ra. 100, 

I Used to carry 
I heavy goods 


I Co.’s 
Co.’s 


^ Ditto, 


} 

} 


Rs. 

Bs. 


8 . 

4. 


Co.’s Bs. 6. 


Co.’s Bs. 4, 


• Tk^Ire of whsol not to be less than inches, i°*oSI^tobste* 

t ,, , » » ,) „ ,» inches, | .iabl^ 
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Hordes. 

Worth 1,000 Ra. and tip^rards,.*,. Rs. J,6 per annum, 

.500 and less than 1,000, . „ 12 „ ^ „ 

250 and less than 500, „ 8 „ ^ . 

100 and less than 250,,,. «« „ 6 „ „ 

Less than 100, 4 „ >» 

No. 2. 

All 4 or more wheeled open Cariages on springs,.,., Per an- 
num, Rs 32 0 

All 4 or more wheeled close or railed Carriages on springs . . 7 0 

All "A wheeled and less than 4 wheeled Carriages on springs, 16 0 
All Eeranchees, 

All Hackeries, . 

All Carts, ...» 

All Saddle Horses . 18 0 

All Carriage and Buggy Horses and Ponies, 2 0 

All Drafts' or burthen Oxen, 0 8 

All Tattoos ^ 0 8 

No. 3. 

That Carriages be taxed according to their weight and number of 
wheels, distinction being made in four-wheeled carriages, between 
open carriages, used chiefly for airing, and close vehicles, more gene- 
rally used for business pursuits and ua^tlTthtJr time, and that both 
open and close four-wheeled vehicles be classed as light, heavy, and 
modiuhi weights : uuder this system much of the detail resulting 
from difference of size, value and description will be avoided. 

The poorer classes of the community almost always Omploy the 
lightest description of carriage, the difference between the cost of 
light and heavy material, and the labor of working it being very con- 
siderable, while the cattle necessary for the draught of light vehicles 
are much cheaper. 
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To provide the theana of determining any dispute as to the weight 
of a carriage, a weighing machine at three or four localities about 
the town, would he found both economical and practical. 

That horses lie separately taxed, without reference to their connec- 
tion with carriages ; this mode it is suggested may avoid detail, and 
prevent dispute; many carriages are made for draught by one or two 
horses, and many persons keep only one carriage with two or three 
horaes while others may keep two or three four-wheeled carriages and 
employ only one pair of horses — in reference, therefore, to the 
foregoing, it is suggested — 

Tliat all open 4-wheeled carriages above the weight of 16 

cwt. be taxed at per annmn, * Rs. 24 0 

All open 4- wheeled carriages of the weight of 12 cwt. and 

under 16 cwt. be taxed at per annum, ... '20 0 

All open 4-wheoled carriages below the weiglit of 12 cwt. 

be taxed at per annum, - 18 0 

All close 4-wheeled carriages at and above the weight of 

18 cwt. be taxed at per annum, *. Rs. IG 0 

All ditto ditto weighing 14 cwt. and iintlor J8 cwt. be tax- 
ed per annum, 14 0 

All ditto ditto below 14 cwt. might bo taxed per annum, 3 0 
All 2- wheeled carriages on springs, weigliing Gi cwt. be ' 

taxed per annum, 12 0 

All ditto ditto weighing below 6J cwt. bo taxed per arinnm, 6 0 

Kernnehees, Hackeries and Carts including Tattoos or Bul- 
locks, each per annum 6 0 

All horses at and abovd^4 hajids at per annum, 6 0 

All ditto above 12 J hands and un^er 14, 5 0 

All ditto below 12 i ditto, 4 0 

No'. 4. ' . . 

1. That all BaroUchj^) Britzkas, Pheatbns and all other 
descriptions of open co^phges hung on 0. or C. and under 
springs, or in any other way hung on a perch carriage ho 
taxed at per annum,. ^j.Rs. 30 0 
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2. That all ditto ditto, Pllentiums, Phoatons, Iwid all othor 
descriptions of open carriages hung on olleptio springs or hung 

in any other way, without a perch carriage^ be taxed at per an. 20 

3. That all Landaulets, Landaus, Coaches, Chariots and all 
other descriptions of closed carriages hung on C. or C. and 
under springs, or hung in any other way on perch carriage, 

he taxed at per aniium, ...... 24 

4. That all Landaulets, Landaus, Coaches, Chariots, Clar> ^ 
encos, and all other closed carriages of this description, hung 

on elleptic springs, or hung in any other way without a perch 
carriage, be taxed at per annum, 18 

5. That all Palanquin Carriages, Dowi-palanqnin Carri- 
ages, Broughams, Brownberries and all carriages of this des- 
cription, with the convenience of a large door or a bottom 
door with sliding doors at top, bo taxed at per annum, .... 14 

0. That all Office Jauns and all carriages the con- 

venience of large, or bottom doors, but with straight bottom 
sides and sliding doors, bo taxed at per annum 10 

7. That all Buggies and all Vehicles on springs and two 

wheels, drawn hy one horse, per annum,,.. 13 

8. That all Buggies, Curricles and all Vehicles on springs 

and two wheels, drawn by two or more horses,* be taxed at 
por annum, ]{> 

9. That all Keranchees, Palkee Gharries and all four- 

wheeled carriages of this description, generally used by dir- 
cars, writers and other poor natives, not exceeding in value 
Eupees be taxed at 5 

10. ' That all Hackeries, Carts, &c. on two wheels without 

springs \ used wholly in the affairs of trade, be taxed at, 4' 

1. That all horses from 14 bands in height^ and upwards, 

be taxed at per annum, . - • Ks. 6 

2. That all horses from 12 J hands to 14 hands in height, 

be taxad at, ^ 
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3. That all horshs under 12i hands in height, and all 


Ponies, Mules^ Jackasses, 4;c. be taxed at, • « • 4 0 

4. That all Bullocks used in drawing Corriagea, be taxed at, 3 0 

5, That all Bullocks wholly used in the affairs of trade, 

be taxed at, 0 8 


Ctb. On the Act to enable the Commissioners to purchase real or 
personal property, the Trade Association has no observation to offer. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. C. LEPAGE, 

Calcutta, Trade Rooms y\ Master, 

22d Recomher, 184G. • J 


From the Master, Calcutta Trade Association, 

To F. J. Ualliday, Ehq. 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal. 

Sir, 

At a special meeting of the Trade Association hold this morn- 
ing, to take into consideration the woiking of Act IG of 1847, 
for llic improvoment of the city and election of Commissioners, some 
donhtful points wore rcmaikcd upon and di'^cii^sed, which 1 have boon 
joquosted to submit for the notice of the Ilon’ble the Deputy Go\er- 
nor, and ultimately for that of the President of the Council of Imlia. 

I have thcrofoie tlio honor, on behalf of the Association, to inquiro 
with refeicncc to Section 2nd of the Act, whether the teim Piato- 
pnyers^’ is to be hekV appTi^wblo^o occupants or proprietors of liouscs, 
end which of those classes will be entitled to the piivilcge of (fleeting 
CommiBsioners ? 

The Association would also rc'^pect fully solicit attention tp para: 
3rd of the letter from the Master, on this subject, dated the 22d 
December last, a c(fpy of which is subjoined for more convenient 
refcioncc.* 

4th of the Dr.ift Act, refoixjnec m made to tho Eato payeK but 
who are to be cohbideicd the lUte-mvers, whether the landloids, 
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It will be obvious to the Hon’ble the Deputy* Governor that, to 
confer on proprietors only, or their ageutvS, the power of olectiou 
would bo to give it to a comparatively small number ; and so far as 
many native owners are concerned, to a class of men unfitted from 
tlieir preuliar views with respect to houses and lands, as well as their 
indifferenco to clean ami widen streets, to exercise the privilege of 
electing olficois whose duty it will be to iniprovo the sanatory con- 
dition of the city. 

On the other hand, if mere oceiipaixcy, without relbronco to tho 
value of the teiicineiit or holding, is to confer the right of voting, 
much confusion and litigation may ensue, and the subject of quali- 
fieation wliicli is touched upon in tho latter* part of tlie para : refer- 
red to, is then fore again oileted for the consideration of Government. 

The members of the Trade Association, being owners and holders 
of t(3nements iu two divisions of the city, tile quarters cliiofly fre- 
quented by merchants, and persons having business to transact, are 
particularly interested iu an early solution of the doubts now enter- 
tained as to who arc to bo considered rate-payers and voters. 

They would also beg to be informed what salaries are proposed to 
be assigned to tho Town Commissioners, many applications having 
been already made to members of the Association for votes, wdiicli 
in ignorance of the rate of remuneration, they are compelled to with- 
hold, it being a matter of clniice between a class of men with abilities 
and activity, who will give time and attention to the important duty 
indicated in the Act, and per&(>lis whoso services wdll be offered for 
the lowest rate of remunerdtiun, at which, however, they would be 

dearly purchased. ^ 

1 have tho h^nor to be, Sir, 

m 

Your most obedt. servt, 

Calcnfta, Trade Rooms, J. P. PARKER, 

30(/i October, 1847. / Master. 

the tenant*, or tho payoi*s of tlie earriano and cart an«l the As»ocifition would 
hou to ohsono that altliougb tlio tenant dm's i)ofc pay tho Asse^sInout dhect to tho 
Colleetor, >et ho i% iu fact, tho indirect pajoi nf Iho tax, and ah such tho AMc»ciution 
Would suggest that every 2>c‘rson tenanting a house of 26 UupeOM i>or ntonth and up- 
wards, should bo entitled to vote for tho elc«*tluii uf Comniissiouora.’^ 
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(No. 2328.) 

To Mifc. J. P. Parkek, 

Mastor, Calcutta Trade Aeeociation. 

Fort William^ 3rd No'oemher, 1847. 

SlHj 

I am directed by the Honorable the Deputy Governor of Bengal to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 30th ultimo, 
and to inform you, that it has been referred for the consi- 
derStion of the Government of India. , 

2. With reference to the concluding portion of your letter, I am 
instructed to state that the amount of salaries proposed to be aasigueJ 
to the Town Conimioners, has been fixed at Co/s Ks, 250 per 
zneuBcm. 

I have &c., 

W. GREY. 

Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


(No. 2345.) 

To Mft. J. P. Parkku, 

Mastery Calcutta Trade Association. 

Fort WilUamy dth November ^ 1847. 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 30th ultimo, having been referred for the 
cuusidcrution of the Supreme Government, I am now 

JUOICIAL. , 

uirectod to commiuucatc to you th(3 sentiments pf the 
Honorable the PrcbiJout in Cuuiicih as conveyed in the following 
extracts from a letter a^Slussod by Mr, Secretary Bushby to this 
Government. * 

“ The Trade Association enquire whether the term rate*payers is 
to be held applicable to occupants or proprietors of houses. The 
Legislature has strictly adhered to the terms which it found already 
established in the Ltif/ relating to the subject it was dealing with. 

• “The present Act does not make any person who was a rate- 
payer under ^ct XXIV. of 1840, cease to be so, nor does it make 
any person a I’atS-payer who was not so Under that Act. 



( 133 ) 

** It U suggested by the Jtasier of the Tffldo Association, that the 
payers of the Carriage and Cart Tax, m^y perhaps be considered 
rate payers under the New Act. But the Act itself gives no counte- 
nance to such a conjecture. The Taxes are throughout studiously 
distinguished froin the rates. 

** The question then really asked, is, who are the fate payers 
under Act XXIV. of 1840?” ‘ 

2. Premising that the Legislature can only now say what i^the 
construction which it presumes a Court of Justice would put upon 
the words of the Law: — Mr. Bushby’s letter proceeds, 

** The President in Council thinks, that construction -would be, 
that the term rate-payers as used in the two Acts, includes both 
owners and occupiers of houses, buildings and grounds. 

The statute authorized the justices to make an assessment on 
the owners o'r occupiers, and to levy it by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of any person, or persons not paying the safne 
within eight days after demand, and under these provisions it seems 
clear that the justices could issue a warrant of distress against 
cither one or the other at their discretion. Both were equally liable 
and both equally entitled to be called rate-payers. 

“ The Act of 1840, took away the necessity of hsuing the warrant 
either against the owner or the occupier, and provided for its being is- 
sued against the property rated, (section 6,) and provided further, that 
the goods and chattels of the owner should be aeizable any where, and 
that all property which should be found on the premises should be siz- 
able for arears which might be due for a period of one year immediately 
preceding such seizure, and that in of the seizure of the 

property of a tenant tinder such circumstances, he might deduct the 
amount of the levy from the next payment of his rent. (Section 7 ; 

“ It appears to the, President in Council, that, in a proceeding under 
these sections, the occupier as between himself and the assessing 
authority continued to be a rate-payer as he had been under the 
statute. 

“ The only effect of the new provisions in this respect was to 
make it more distinctly visible that, as betwoon himself and the 
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owner of the property, the occupier could not be consklorod the rtate- 
payer. ^ 

“It ie, to be observed that the Act does not repeal the provisions 
of the statue by which a warrant of distress may be bsued against 
an occupier. 

“ This was the Act, which first offered to the rate-payer the 
assessment, collection and management of the rates, -and the Presi- 
dent in Council thinks the intention of the Legislature as collected 
from the Act cannot have been to exclude the occupiers by the pro- 
visions which are above discussed.** 

3. With regard to the fear expressed by the association that if 
“ mere occupancy without ifeferenco to the value of tijc tenement or 
holding is to confer the right of voting, much confusion and litiga- 
tion may ensue,” 'the Presidcut in Council has remarked that this 
obviously cannot form a subject for consideration at present, but 
that if the mischiefs which the association apprehend should be found 
to result from the Law, the Logislaturo will of course bo prepared 

to amend it by a New Act. 

• I have, &c. 

W. GKEY, 

Vfider Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

To F. J. IIalliday, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

Home Department, 
Sir, 

1 have the honor to ?orw^ at memorial, on behalf of the Trado 
Association, addresed to the IIoD*ble Ithe President of, the Council of 
L<iia, praying for a repeal of clause 12 of Act 16, 1847,, which we 
solicit the favor of yoiir laying before his Honor. 

1 am. Sir, your obedt. and humble servant, 

■ C. J. PITTAR, 

Master, 

Calcutta Trade Association, 
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To TH15^ rioii'BLB THE PRESIDENT OP THE CaUNCIL OP InDU. 

fhe, Men^orial of the Master and 
Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

Most RESPEOTPaLLY Suoweth, . 

That by clause 12 of Act 16 of 1847, the Commissioners for 
the improvement of this city are empowered to levy a tax upon car- 
riages, carts* and horses, according to a Scliedule thereunto annexed, 
in aid of funds for the purposes set forth, viz. 

Formation of tanks and acqueducts, for the conveyance of water 
to all parts of the town. 

Opening of streets and squares in oro\i\^dod parts of the town, <fcc. 

Filling up stagnant pools of water, and removing obstructions to the 
free circulation of air. 

IJghting and watering roads and streets, cleansing and repairing 
the same, and the drains of the said town. Improving and embel- 
lishing the said town generally, 

2ud. Your memorialists, who form a considerable portion of a 
practical class of the community which has general intercourse with 
the inhabitants, both Asiatic and European, arc desirous of represent- 
ing their belief, in common with that of the people generally, that 
the tax in question will bo found insufficient for the purpose to which 
it is to be directed, that it is incapable of being effectually QoIIeeted, 
and that a more perfect and certain result may be obained from other 
source^. 

3rd, That the operation of the tax bears unequally upon the com- 
munity, and most he£?frily upon the more humble classes 

of inhabitants, who do not kcqp vehicles for recreation and pleasure, 
but solely as conveyances to and from public offices and places of 
business, using the roads to and from such places only twice a day, 
traversing them in the lightest and cheapest description of wheeled 
carriage ' obtainable, and that consequently %they feel the tax as a 
grievance, in as much as the.climate renders Ipmo sort of conveyance 
absolutely necessary, and much time is lost if resort is had to palan- 
keens, particularly where persons reside at a distance. 
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aft!*. TAat (ho *as is one pmeatufg greai diffeultie^ m its col- 
lection, involving as your memorialists believe, tlie necessity of a 
comt^ariktively expensive establisbraent disproportioned'lo the amount 
it is, estimated to yield, wWle from the heterogeneous mixture of 
people, the numerous coramunitios of nation, religion and customs, 
that constitute the inhabitants generally, a large majority of whom 
are incapable of and unprepared for, the appreciation of a good system 
of conservancy, every moans of evasion will be put in operation to 
avoid the taxon the part of the payers, and great difficulty will exist 
in cliecking and detecting collusion and dishonesty on the part of the 
native collectors, Tlio evidence of the house assessors before various 
Committees during the lajt 30 years, exhibits abundant proofs of 
the chicanery, and evOii violence, re^^orted to rather than pay the 
house tax, and the heavy arrears of assessment sliow how successful 
the defaulters have been, with the aid of their countrymen, who are 
employed and paid as collectors. This being the case with respect to 
houses, which cannot be removed, as horses and carriages may, dur- 
ing the call for quarterly returns, the chances against a successful 
result of, the new tax appear to bo mefe than doubled. 

6th, In addition to these opposing elements, there is also the 
natural feeling of obstruction and hostilty, from all who do not at 
once rocogiuKO the utility of the tax, to the surveillance that must 
necessarily be experienced in its collection. In proof of the feeling 
on this point, your mcmOriiilists need only refer to the daily news- 
papers, which have teemed for the last two years with protestations 
against the carriage tax; and, to the fact, that some attempt at or- 
gani^fiation was mad(^*j 3 Wii,^ublic^ announc^ft for the purpose of 
opposing it; any connection with^which your memorialists as a body 
disclaim. 

0th, Your memorialists and tlmse whom they represent, are fully 
alive to the neglected state of the town as regards want of sewerage, 
clean! inoss,lighting^ 4 ct 4 and the absolute want of improvometftset forth 
in Act 1C of well as the necessity of. providing against the in- 

adequacyofjOl^^ iqeans— they have been unable to obtain any other 
estima|^#\^ ll^ltoount of the horse and carriage tax than that appen- 
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ded to the Municipal Oommittee^s report in 1 840, <n which the net col- 
lection is set down at Eupees 1,14^000. The Act has now been In 
operation seven months, and owing to the difficulties adverted to by 
your memorialists, they believe they are justified in asserting that the 
Commissioners have not *b66n able to realize a tithe, or even one 
twentieth part of that estimate* 

7th. The attention of your memorialists has therefore beeri 
directed to the advantage that would result in attaining the objects 
specified in the Act by abandoning the horse and wheel tax, and 
falling back upon other resources. Those as pointed out in the 
above mentioned report, by the Municipal Commissioners, dated 30th 
June 1848, are : — 

The^Abkarec Tax. 

The Surplus Canal Tolls. 

The Ground Rent of the Town. 

Rent of the Chowringhee Plain. 

Fees, fines, and escheats and balance at credit of the Court of 
Requests. These funds form a legitimate source of revenue for the 
conservancy of the city and Comfort of the inhabitants, and your 
memorialists earnestly urge their appropriation to these important 
and useful objects. In the event however of any circumstances 
existing to prevent the transfers of these funds to the uses of the 
city and its inhabitants, your memorialists, as an ultimate resource, 
suggest an increase to the rate of assessment in houses and buildings. 

8th, With respect to an increased assessment, the establishrnont 
for the collection of the present rate being tolerably effective and 
complete, little or no expense need be inowi*©>dAy an addition to the 
amount now paid. The Act of, Partiament under which the assess- 
ment is now levied, wisely provides for, and authorises an increase 
to 7i per cent, thereby recognizing a sound fundamental principle 
of taxation or revenue for conservancy purposes, in making that 
which inherently constitutes the town, viz. ihe houses, buildings, 
<kc. pay, orrthe value of their rental, all theVjharges necessary for 
its conservancy. In this form the tax bears with perfect equality 
upon every class. of the community, seeing that the tenant or occupier 
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is the t^al payer ‘i^rthe luiseaamettt It IdIfaereoW thei mo&t prac- 
tical and least capable of emiott. Your m^momlls^ are awatc 
that tbo lev/ or ropo$I of nuf hupost in its Stst opet*stion pmsos, 
for a time, on aomo portion of the community, but by ineteasing the 
rate of assessment, less disturban(|e of existing interests will result 
than m the impositon of the wheel tax: leases of houses and buildings 
within the town are seldom for long periods, and therefore but few 
hoijie proprietors would be liable to the increased rate of assessment 
for a lengthened period without due return, *and for such temporary 
liability they would bo compensated by the general improvement of 
the town, and thereby an improvement in the value of their property. 

9tli. Under views expressed in the foregoing, your memorialists 
respectfully solicit a revision of that part of Act 10 of 1847', under 
which the horse and wheel taxes are levied, for which, as in duty 
bound, they will ever pray. 

C. J. PITTAR, 

MasUr, 

Calcutta Trade Rooms, 'I Calcutta Trade Association, 

the 8tA September 1849. J 


To THE Most Noblu James Andrew, Marquis op Dalhousie, K. T., 

Governor General of India, 

MaV it pee a SB YOUR LORDSHIP, 

That a Draft Act for constituting Commissioners for the improve- 
ment of the Town partly by appointment of the 

Government, and partly by election of the rate-payers, was forwarded 
jon the 20th pf November 1846, by the Under Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to your •memorialists, with a request that 
your memorialists would ** fa^or His Honor the Deputy Governor 
with such remarks pd ^servations as your memorialists might 
havo to offer/' r 

That your memoriaWts earnestly desirous for the better manage- 
ment of the coneervapey of the Town of Calcutta, did, in eompliance 
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with the Teqno$t referred to, submit the remarlw, copy of vrhich it 
hereto wmexed and marked with the letter A. 

That your memorialista did, on the 30th of October 1847, address 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal on the same subject; 
copy of which letter is hereunto annexed aud marked with the 
letter B, 

That your memorialists did, ou tho 8th of September 1849, 
memorialize the flon’ble the President of the Council of Indij^n 
the subject of the wheel tax, copy of which memorial is hereunto 
annexed and marked with the letter C. 

That your memorialists liave watched with great solicitude the 
working of the Act 1C of 1847, and are constrained to observe, that 
the beueifits wliicli such an Act was calculated to confer on the public, 
and which it was intended should have been conferred, have been 
completely neutralized by confining tlie election of Commissibnors to 
the landlords of houses, who are principally natives, indifferent to 
municipal improvement, or the removal of local nuisances; instead of 
the occupiers, who are, though indirectly, the actual rate payers. 

That your memorialists have observed with regret, that the 
improvement in the drainage* and cleansing of Calcutta, anticipated 
from the appointment of commissioners, has not taken place, and 
that the streets and lanes in Calcutta are in no better condition than 
they were under the original arrangement for the conservancy of the 
city. 

* itf •ff 

That your memorialists are, nevertheless, ^f opinion that much 
good might accrue from tho appointment of Commissioners of Con- 
servancy, but are fully impressed with the -bftlbA that, that good can 
only be accomplished by placing the* election in the hands of those 
persons who are most likely to be swayed by the interest which touch 
most closely their own personal comfort and convenience, and those 
persons are the occupiers of houses, and not the proprietors. 

That your memorialists believe it possible .to obtain efficient and 
active Commissioners on a much less oxpeusivoiscale than the prostuit, 
by conferring upon them the title of magistrate ox officio, and giving 
them a scat on the bench of magistrates in all matters of couee][vancy. 
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Vvfti Mid! tM good 
troald arise trcm the practice of the Commissioner^ being required 
to forward to Gorernraent a precis of the proceedings of eeoh meet- 
ng, so that tho Government maj bo enablofi to call for, and Supply 
information on any particular subject under consideration. 

That your memorialists arc of opinion that tho* wheel tax should be 
immediately aboliahod, for the reasons set forth in their memorial of 
thc\^th of September 184:9» and that, in lieu thereof, the assessment 
should be raised to the maximum allowed by Act of Parliament, viz. 
7i per cent on the rent,' after strict scrutiny shall have established 
tho necessity of the measure; and that the electiou of Commissioners 
should be placed in the Jaands of every house holder occupying a 
house, paying a rent of 25 Rupoos and upwards per month. 

That your memorialists holievo that it has ever been the practise 
in Great" Britain to place the power of election, in the first instance, 
in the most influential and best educated portion of tho community, 
and in due time to extend it to the leas influential and poorer classes 
of the public, as education and knowledge may fit them for the im- 
portant function. That the reverse of this practice has been adopted 
on the first introduction of the elective principle into India, by con- 
fining tho electiou of Municipal Commissioners for the Town of 
Calcutta to the landlords, and by this moans extending to tho ignorant 
and corrupt owners of every straw hut, a right denied the most in- 
telligent and independent portion of the community. 

That your memorialists will be most happy to furnish any infor- 
mation within their power and ability on the subject of this memorial, 
and answer any quostiiiUrwhich your Lordship may be pleased to put 
to them. 

Your memorialists have the honour to be, your Lordship’s most 
obedient and humble servants, 

C. J. PITTAR, 

# Master, Cakutta Trade Association. 

Calcutta Trade 

the ith March, 1859, / 
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A deputation , of the Calcutta Trade Association having waited on 
the Grovernor General, bj appointment, on the 28th March 1850, 
His tordship.was pleased to say— 

Gentlemen, 

I have read your memorial, and have much pleasure in receiving 
you, arid will be happy to hear any remarks you have to make. 

The Master of the Trade Association then addressed His Lordship 
, as follow : — 

Mv Lord, 

We have solicited this audience of your Lordship in consequence 
of the heavy complaints which reach us of the inefficiency of the con- 
servancy of this great city, and more especially from the conviction 
that the periodical visitation of fatal epidemics to which it is subject, 
is mainly attributable to the absence of proper and effectual draining 
and cleansing. 

We are averse to take up your lordship’s valuable time by unne- 
cessary observations, but we cannot allow the opportunity, so graci- 
ously afforded by your Lordship, to pass without bringing promi- 
nently to your notice our conviction, that the system under which the 
Conservancy of the Town of Calcutta is managed, is altogether un- 
suitable to the purpose for which it was established. It is neither 
efficient nof economical ; and the town and its inhabitants suffer 
accordingly. 

To begin with the Conservancy management : The expence of As- 
sessors and Collectors alone, under the present arrangements, is equal 
to 10 per cent on the gross collections for the j?^ven months referred 
to in the last published Report of fhe Commissioners ; and the total 
Establishment, exclusive of wages of laborers, materials, and con- 
tractors, taken at the rate set down for the month of July, is equal 
to 31 i per cent on the gross amount of collections for the same 
period. 

We would further respectfully press upon \jrour Lordship’s atten- 
tion, that great difficulties must ever attend the collection of the 
wheel tax, as no means will be left untried, by a great portion of the 
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inliabitantB, to avoidra correct return -to the Assessors ; and that by 
raising the house tax, if nccessaay, to the maximum allowed by Act 
of Parlia,ment {7i per cent,) the amount of Assessment, (takm'g the 
sum realized in the seven months referred to in the Commissioner's 
report, as the basis of the calculation,) will be increased .by Co, 's 
Rupees 138,595 per annum, or nearly double the amount of the wheel 
tax for the same period, calculated on the amount as assessed by the 
Commissioners for the Ist Quarter ; and that this additional sum 
coulcT'be collected without the additional establishment necessary for 
the collection of the wheel tax. 

Should your Lordship be pleased to honor the Trade Associa- 
tion by calling upon it for^ a revised plan of Municipal G-overnment, 

I have pleasure in assuring your Lordship, that jt is prepared to fur- 
nish a scheme, which it is hoped will secure, not only the ordinary 
cleaning. ^^atoring the city ; but wiiV show how 

uiat efficient plan for a perfect draining and sewering submitted by 
Col. Forbes to the Municipal Committee in 1828, may be effectually 
carried out. 

Municipal improvement has, my Lord, engaged the attention of the 
Trade Association for many years, and more especially the attention 
of our original President and senior past master, Mr. Samuel Smith, 
as your Lordship will learn from the papers contained in the Report 
of tho Trade Association, winch that gentleman will have the honor 
to present to your Lordship. 

Mr. Smith’s Addhess. 

My Lord, 

The Master of the Association^haa already placed in your Lord- 
ship’s hands the Bye-Laws of the Trade Association, which state its 
nature and objects and mode of working. 

The Appendix to those Bye-Lawe give some of our earlier transac- 
tions, and will inform your Lordship that the Trade Association was 
ostablishcd in July 183^, on the recommendation from the Bench of 
Sir C. E. Grey, then Chief Justice of Bengal. Lord Wm. Bentincki 
then Govornor General, freely accorded to the Association the support ' 


# 
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of his high approval^ and on His Lordship's departure from India, 
in reply to our farewell address, expressed himself most kindly to- 
wards the Association. 

I ask permission to read two brief passages which show at once 
the objects and working of the Trado Association, and llis Lordship’s 
opinion of the usefulness of oar labours : — 

“ Your Association had, from its commencmcnt* my best wishes 
for its success. The state of credit stood upon the most rottenvfJOt^ 
ing*-the fraudulent and unprincipled alone profited by it — the honest 
buyer and seller were the victims. It was not possible for the single 
efforts of the most honest tradesman to overcome the practice ; but the 
whole Trade have effected a thorougli refoxmi, most creditable to those 
who devised and accomplished it, and most useful to the public at large. 

“ The further direction of your attention to objects of a more 
public nature, and unconnected with your immediate and separate 
interests, is highly laudable, and deserves particular commendation. 
The improvement of many of the municipal arrangements of this 
great city can best be promoted by the inhabitants themselves. But 
in this rapidly changing society, large associations ouly^eau ensure 
permanency of system, uniformity of execution, and perseverance in 
carrying it on, and incorporating with it all useful improvements.*’ 

The subject now immediately before Your Lordship, has had tho 
attention of the Trade Association for more than 15 years; and my 
own practical working, as chairman of the Suburban Conservancy 
for nearly the same period : we are .therefore not advancing crude 
ill-digested theories, but tlie results of long and practical experience, 
in other words we claim to know sQjpnortiing matter, which wo 

are now discussing. Your Lordship will, however, find tho subject 
fully treated of in the report which I have now the honor to offer to 
Your Lordship’s notice. 

I will not further encroach on the indulgence which has been shewn 
to us, than to repeat that should Your Lordship desire it, wc are 
prepared, most promptly, to supply a scheme, in outline, for tho 
xuanagement of tho Conservancy affairs of Calcutta, 
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The GrovEKNOH Gbnbkal’s Reply, 

Gentlemen, 

I harfe much pleasure in receiving your auaress, aiiu snan oe, ai an 
times, ready to receive any member of the community who may have 
any thing to communicate. I wish it to be distinctly understood that 
no hesitation may be felt in resorting to me for tlic purpose of sug- 
gesting measures having for their object the public benefit. 

4£ith regard to the subject of your memorial, it is one in which. 
I take a deep interest. I regret to say my* time is very short and 
my departure cannot be averted ; you will hardly believe it when I 
say I regret as much as any of you, the necessity for. my leaving 
Calcutta. 

With reference to the annoyance you complain of, I assure you 
that* in this very house, I fool the inconvenience as much as any of 
you. I suppose, Gentlemen, you do not expect mo to give you a dis- 
tinct reply on this occasion: it would manifestly be improper in me to 
do BO, as the consideraation of the subject may involve an alteration 
in a fundamental Law. 1 cannot enter on it myself, but will lay it 
before the Council at the next meeting and give it my strongest re- 
commendation, in the full confidence it will have their best attention, 
in which confidence I hope you share. 

Should the working of the existing Law bo found insufficient, and 
any alteration be required, I am quite sure a Law worthy of this 
gi^at city will be fraijiod. 

You cannot, Gentlemen, expect mo to give any distinct pledge, 
but 1 assure you that your memorial shall have my warmest support. 


Plan for the Conservancy of the Town of Calcutta, 
The General Conservancy of ^tKe Town of Calcutta, excluding 
Police, to be ehtiFustod to a Town Council and four division Com- 
mittees. 

The Town Councirto consist of the Chairman of each of the dlvi- 
sion Comniittees with the Chief Magistrate ex-officio as Chairman, 
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iind two or more members to be appointed by Governmeut as it my 
think'fit. 

The division Committees to consist of fiv^e members each, to be 
chosen by election of the householders, occupying a liouse, within the 
limits of the division, of 25 Rs, per month and upwards, each Com- 
mittee to elect its own Chairman. 

These Committees to have the supervision of their own divisions, 
and to submit, for the sanction of the Town Council, all propositions 
for repairs, alterations aiid improvements in their respective divisions. 

The Collectors, Assessors, Superintendent of roads and- general con- 
servancy establishment, to be nominated by, and placed .under the 
general control of the Town Council. 

All vacancies in the division Committtoa to be filled up by election, 
and all the , superior paid appointments to bo subject to the approval 
of the Governor of Bengal, and to bo published in the Gommment 
Gazette, 

The Sub-Treasurer or Bank of Bengal, as the Governor of Bengal 
may approve, to be appointed Treasurer. 

The Mootings of the Town Council to bo held at the Town Hall, 
and the division Committees to meet at some convenient place within- 
their respective divisions. 

Annual, Half-Yearly or Quarterly reports, as m.ay bo desired, shall 
bo forwarded to tho Governor of Bengal at the earliest possible period 
after the expiration of the year, half year, or quarter as may he 
agreed upon by the Governor of Bengal ; and special proceedings of 
the Town Council to bo specially reported. 

IF after strict scruitiny into tho appropiation^jj^f the house tax, it 
should be found insufficient for tlio purposes of conservancy ; the rate 
bo gradually, or otherwise, raised to the maximum allowed by Act of 
Parliament, viz., per cent ; subject to tho approval of tho Govern 
nor of Bengal. 

As it would be desirable ,to carry out the plan of drainage submit- 
ted by Colonel Forbes, to tho Municipal Comm^tee in 1838, or some 
other similar plan as speedily as possible, it is proposed, in order to 
effect thist that the Town Council be empowered to raise such a sum 

u 
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as nmj be found necesMi^ for the purpose, by the issue of debentures, 
or, if deemed perferable, notes of the value of 5 rupees to 100 r0|»es 
each ; and that, in order to give onrrency to these notes, the Gorern- 
ment declare them a legal tender of paynient within such limits, as to 
amount and jurisdiction, as . may W deemed expediVt* 

TliO notes to be issued from the General Treasury to the credit of 
the Town Council, in such sums as the Government may deem ex- 
pedient* 

"***^'ho notes not to be made payable on demand, but at such time and 
in such amouta as the Governor of Bengal in communication with 
the Council may direct : the cash to meet them to be paid into the 
General Treasury or tho^ Bank of Bengal, the Government may 
think fit. 

The money raised in this manor to be strictly and solely applied to 
the carrying out of the plan of drainage submitted by Colonel Forbes 
to the Municipal Committee in 1838, or such other plan as the Go- 
vernment may think fit to adopt. .. 

This plan once completed, the amount now expended on an inof- 
fcctnal cleansing will be saved, 

The sum required according to Colonel Forbes’ estimate, for con- 
structing the works necessary for an effectual drainage, canal, &c., is 
Co.’s Rs. 7,43,560 ; and with the addition of an, 80 horse power 
steam engine, aqueducts, &c, to Co’s Rs. 9,41,560 ; it' will therefore 
be necessary to raise the sum of 10 Lacks of Rupees by the Inaeans 
proposed. 

The means of paying off this sum are as follows : 

The sum now exjyjgjaded in clearing the drains, as set down for tho 
seven mouths of the Commissioners report, is about 31,000 per annum. 

The additional amount of house* tax at 2^ per cent will be equal 
to Co.’s Rs. 1,38,590 per annum. 

These two sums will amount to Co.’s Rs. 1,69,500 per annum.. If 
this sum be paid into the General Treasury annually in liquidation ’of 
tho loan, it wjll in Sjfeara amount to Co, *8 Rs* 10,17,000 ; so that 
in 6 years Jl)e load could be paid off ; provided it was raised by tho 
issue of not bearing interest, But should it be deterininod to 
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issue notes bearing interest, either at 5 or 6 per cent^ it will re- 
quires years te pay off the loan as follows ; — ; 

IF AT 5 PjER CENT. INTEREST. : 


10, 01), 000 
1,10.1)00 

. . . „ Interest for 1 year, 

.... Principal paid oftV 

50,000 

l,’0,t)00 




1,60,000 

1st year. 

8.90.000 

1.20.000 

.... Interest for 1 year, ....... 

.... Priuqiiial paid off,, 

44, .000 
, 1,20,000 




1,64,600 

2ud year. 

7,70,000' 

1.30,000 

.... Interest for 1 year, 

.... Pnrici||^ paid off, ^ 

38.500 

1,30,000 




1,68,500 

3rd year. 

6.40.000 

1.30.000 

.... Interest for I year, ..... * 
.... Principal paid off, 

32,000 

1,30,000 




l,62,0(K) 

4th year. 

5.10.000 

1.40.000 

.... Interest for 1 year, ...... 

.... Principal paid off j.., ...... 

25,500 

1,40,000 

* 



1,65,500 

5tb year 

3.70.000 

1.40.000 

.... Interest for 1 year, 

.... Principal paid 

18.600 

1,40,000 




1,58, 5o0 

6th year. 

2.30.000 

1.50.000 

.... Interest for 1 year, 

.... Principal paid offi 

11,500 

1,50,000 




1,61,500 

7th year. 

. 80.000 
80,000 

• ^ 

.... Interest for 1 year, 

.... Principal paid off, \ 

4.000 

80,000 




84,000 

8th year. 


Total Co.’s Rs.. . 

19.24 500 



IP AT 6 PER CENT. INTEl^T. 


10,00,000 

1,00,000 

, , . . Interest for 1 year, 

..... Friticipal paid off,.. 

60.000 

1,06,000 



1,60,000 1st yea 
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9.00. 000 .... Interest for 1 yeSir, ...... 54,000 

1 .00. 000 .... Principal paid off,« ...... .1,00,000 

1.54.000 2nd year. 

8.00. 000 .... Interest for 1 year, 48,000 

1/20,000 .... Principtil paid off,., 1,20,000 

1.08.000 3rd year. 

■ MhSO.OOO ^ . Interest for 1 year, • 40,800 

1.20.000 .... Principal paid off, : ... *1,20,000 

1,60,800 4th year. 

5.60.000 .... Interest for J year, ^ 33.600 

1.20.000 .... Principal paid oft', # 1 20,(<00 

1.53.600 5ht year. 

4.40.000 Interest for 1 year, 26,400 

1.40.000 .... Principal paid off*, 1,40,000 

1,66,400 6th year. 

3.00. 000 Interest for I year, 18,000 

1.40.000 .... Principal paid oftj 1,40,000 

1.58.000 7th year. 

J, (>0.000 .... Intorcf?t for T year, ...... 9,600 

3.60.000 .... Principal paid off, 1,60,000 

1 .69.600 8th year. 


Total Co.’s Ks. . . 12,90,400 


From the PiiESfifilNT of«.the Calcutta Trape Associatio!^, 

To W. Seton Karr, Esq., 

Under Secretary to the Go'oemment of Bengal, 

JSlR, 

I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
Ko. 2,450, dated the .9th ultimo, to the address of the Calcutta 
•Trade Association, fcf warding the draft of an Act for constituting 
Commisstonors for tlj^e Improvement of the Toiyn of Calcutta, with 
a that His Honor the Deputy Governor may be favored with 

an^lphservatjpns or suggestions on the^ provisions of the Act, which 
may appear to the Association necessary, ' 
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2. In reference to the above communication, and to previous eor- 
rospoudence on this subject, I would- premise that the nnmicipal 
Government of the Town of Calcutta first engaged tho attention of 
the Association in 1834; in May 1837, the Association, on a request 
from tho Secretary to the Municipal Committee then sitting, forward^ 
cd a plan for the Municipal Government of the town of Calcutta. 
In 1840 a pamphlet on Municipal Government was referred by Mr. 
J>. MacFarlane, Chief Magistrate, to the Association for their opinWfT* 
which led to some correspondence between tho Chief Magistrate and 
tho Committee of tho Association. On the Ikt of August 1840, 
the Chief Magistrate attended the Committee of the Association 
for the purpose of discussing tho subject, Vliich resulted in the Com- 
mittee of tho Association submitting to Mr. MacFarlaiio a proposal 
for tho Town Council and four conservancy committees, with a re- 
quest that the same might he submitted for tho consideration of 
Government ; Mr. MacParlano in a letter dated tho 13th Jan. 1841, 
stated that he considered such a measure unn,ecessary, but on a fur- 
ther representation from the Association, the letter and plan of tho 
Association, together with Mr. MacParlane’s .objections, were for- 
warded to Government in original, accompanied by a short letter from 
Mr. MacFarlane. 

3. His Honor the Governor of Bengal considored tho proposition 
of tho Association to erect a gencrel Town Council premature. This 
opinion was communicated to Mr. D. MacParlitne in a letter address- 
ed to him by Mr. Secretary F. J. Halliday, dated the I6th February 
1841. 

4. The Act XXIV of 1840; tJie-ActXV^: of .1847'; and the 
Draft Act now received, all show that tho opinions aud sentiments 
which influenced the Government in 1841, continued to oxerciso that 
influence ; although the Government has Ijcoii under different rulers 
during the period. It is a subject of much, regret to the Association 
that tlie opinion and sentiments of GoVernmqnt should be so firmly 
fixed, because the members of the Trade Aslociation, and they be- 
lieve also the great Majority of tho thinting portion of tho public, 
c'onceive that the Acts that have as yet been put forth, have been cal* 
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♦ . 

culatoil to produce tho impredsion that very important measures of 

a social and sanitary nature, affecting a large and populous town, 
are not favorably considered by the Oovornmcnt. 

5. In November 1846, the Draft of Act XVI of 1 847 was referred 
to tho Trade Association for their opinion and remarks ; and on the 
22d of December 1840 a letter was forwarded to the Under Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal suggesting certain alterations in 
'‘tnthAct ; but it docs not appear that these suggestions met with the 

approval of tho then existing authorities, although the present Draft 
Act has an apparent approach to tho suggestions submitted, 

6. In September 1849 a raemoral was presented to the Hon’ble 
President of tho Council of India, praying that the horse and carri- 
age tax might be rescinded, and suggesting certain other sources from 
which funds for municipal purposes might bo derived, and in case of 
objection to those, that the Assessment should be raised from 5 to 7i 
per cent, (if necessary,) as contemplated by the Act of Parliament* 

7. On the 8th of March 1850, a memorial was forwarded to The 
Most Noble The Governor General of India, on the Municipal Act 
generally, and especially praying that the wheel tax might be abo- 
lished, for reasons therein given. On tho 28th of March 1850, a 
deputation from tho Association waited on Ilis Lordship, by appoint- 
ment, and pointed out many objections to the working of the Muni- 
cipal Act as it then stood, and at tho same time, stated their will- 
ingness to furnish a plan which they considered would effectually 
provide for tho proper Municipal Qovornmnt of the town. 

8. The memorial reiterated the opinion of the Association, that 
raising tho assessmeiR from 5 t(i7i per cent, would be a more eijui- 
table as well as more effective mode of raising funds than tho impo- 
sition of a wheel and horse tax. 

9. A plan for tho couj^crvancy of the town, and for raising funds 
for the purpose of effecting the improvemonts suggested by Col. 
Forbes in 1838, was suiuj(tt|uently submitted to the Secretary to the 
Government of Indiap||' the Ilome Depaiiment; but it does not 
appear that these lUntetioiid reemved the consideration which the 
Association bcUetwlP^ deserycd. 
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10. Having again boon honored by the requi^st that the opinions 
of the Association may bo submitted to the Governor of Bengal ; the 
provisions of the Draft Act ; .the several memorials of the Trade 
Association on the subject; the plans submitted to the Municipal 
Committee ; the Chief Magistrate, and the Most Noble The Gover- 
nor General of India, have all been brought under consideretion ; and 
the Association, under the indulgence afforded them, venture to tres- 
pass on the attention of His Honor, to enlarge upon the viow^s they 
have already expressed. 

11. The Association as a body entirely concur in the necessity 
for raising the given amount of* funds necessary for preserving^the 
town in a sanitary condition, and maintaining the health and secur- 
ing the convenience of the inhabitants ; and they feel much anxiety 
that such funds should be provided from the least objectiouablo 
source, 

12. Looking to the principles that regulate a sound system of 
taxation, its economy in realization, and its equal and just pressure 
upon all classes, tho Association aro of opinion that no tax so entire- 
ly combines these essential principles as a rate upon the aggregate 
rental of all buildings, erections, and enclosures; comprehended with- 
in the toiin : in its operations, throughout its ramifications, it would be 
found to act with universal justice, aud a duly proportioned pressure 
upon every gradation of society; it is inherent in and concomitant 
with the growth of tho town, and is the primary charge upon it ; 
standing in the same relation to it, as the ‘provisions made in all 
industrial works of commercial enterprise, against wear and tear. 
Tho occupants of a town may be looked upon as the customers and 
employers of the proprietors of hooseiand buitdings, and out of the 
returns of the transactions do ’the latter, through the instrumentality 
of the former, provide for and maintain, not only the repairs of the 
buildings, but the healthy and habitable condition of the lown. 

. 13. Such being the origin and operation of a town wear and tear 
rate, it becomes an important question for consideration, to determine 
to what extent its principle shall be carried ou\, or upon what ground 
its operations shpuld he limited to the present existing rate, and new 
eources of town revenue be sought for. 



il m most pt&dmtm und the' most e^ft^itable, as well 
ftt most oasiljf realiasWo of aU sotircos of totrn rer^ne j while to a 
ppuktion such as that of Calcutta, it is the least liable to question - 


or evasion; these eonsidentions lead to the amlusion, that it wouh} 
be better to hold bjr a sound and deSaite prmiple, and rely upon a 
xuain aud nevGr-failiag source, like the bouse assessment, than de- 

5 ' upon doubtful collateral taices, open to the charge of vexatious 
inquiaitorial proceedings, in realization. • 

15. The horse and wheel tax is realized from the same body or 
classes of rate payers, as the house assessment ; but through indirect 
ratlierthan natural channels; aud a now organization and establish- 
ment being necessary for its realization, its value and utility must 
necessarily be considerably deteriorated and wasted. 

16. Persons interested in house and landed property in Calcutta, 
may conceive, doubtless, that their interests would bo affected, and 
their property depreciated in value by an increase to the house assess- 
ment, aud it is probable such might temporarily ho the case ; but to 
a very unimportant extent, In all changes of taxation, whether of 
levy or repeal, some portjon of the cummunity is affected thereby, 
but in a legitimate and paramount source, like that of the house as- 
sessment, the interests of parties concerned, should yield to the 
general good. 

17. The existing estaWishincut connected with the realization of 
the assessment, may hS brought to work with economy and simplicity, 
and rendered efficient for the realization of a large increase ; but fur 
the realization of a horse and wheel tax, a new establishment has 
become necessary, new registefs nf rate payers, records of accounts, 
complicated with various forms of procedure, and the periodical in- 
quisitorial calls upon the rate payers, forming a detail calculated, 
it is feared^ to provoke hostility and evasion, resulting in litigation 
and punishment, rendering the tax a source rather of demoralization 
than benefit to the to\yi, a stimulus at all times to be avoided ; but 
especially with a popumtion so varied, prejudiced, and disinclined to 
provide for.iiu|ml comfort, as are the great majority of the inhabi- 
tants 
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18. That landlords are not realj the payers of the house assess* 
ment, will, it is believed, be admitted for the reasons hereafter men- 
tfoned. 

19. Houses when unoceupied pay no assessment : if the assess- 
ment be not paid by the landlords, when occupied, notice is served 
on the tenant, and his property seized in default of payment. 

It is true the Assessment Act provides for reimbursing the tenant 
the amount of the levy, but; not for the value of his property sciz^ Jr 
should circumstances oblige him to allow it to be sold for one half 
its cost, or less. If the landlords bo really the responsible payers of 
the assessment, on what equitable grounds is the property of the 
tenant made liable to seizure, and his privacy, comfort, and respec- 
tability violated? It can only be that he, the tenant, was considered 
by the framers of the Act as the virtual payer of the tax. 

20. It appears to the Association, that if the landlord is the 
payor of the assessment, no reason can bo assigned why he* should 
be exempted from payment when his house is untenanted ; tenanted 
or untenanted, the roads, lighting and draining require to bo sustain- 
ed ; were it not so, and a few buildings in any locality became vacant, 
thereby suspending the operation of the conservancy, as regarded 
those buildings, the effect would be to reduce the rent and value of 
them, as well as adjacent buildings, and consequently rapidly to 
deteriorate such locality ; resulting in other vacancies, and extending 
and enlarging the area of deterioration and dqi^ay to the injury of 
the town, and the detriment of the proprietors. " 

21. That proprietors are not called upon to sustain the conservan- 
cy charges when their properties are untenanted, proves that it is the 
tenant or occupant who sustains the conservancy ; such being the 
case, it follows that the principle of raising the town conservancy 
funds from the town itself is the most direct, economical, and bene- 
ficial to 4ll classes of the community ; while it is most convenient 
for realization aOd difficult Of evasion. This view the House of Par- 
liament has recognized in the Aesessmont Act,|in providing, at so 
early a period, for its increase to 7 J per Cent. 

22. The ABBOciation are unwilling to recommend that untenanted 

u 
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houses should be taxed, because a house untensmted is the same as 
unproductive capital ; but when a house js tenanted, they strongly 
advocate that the tenant should be made to pay, if the necessities of 
conservancy demand it, the full amount of assessment allowed by Act 
of Parliament, viz. 7 i per cent, deducting the same from the rent 
paid to the landlord or otherwise as may be arranged between, them, 
and as is the custom in England. 

In urging this, they would strongly recommend a revision of 
the Assessment Act; that the Assessment be made payable montlily 
in advance, collected at the house, and that tlie whole town be di* 
vided for this purpose into convenient divisions ; that a respectable 
resident of each division be appointed tax-gatherer, with an allowed 
per centage, varying according to the aggregate collection of each 
division ; that is, that the per centage should be highest in that divi- 
sion where the aggregate amount of assessment is lowest ; and the 
per centage lowest in that division of the town where the aggregate 
amount of assessment is highest. 

24. The Association are of opinion that the division of the town 
into ’ two portions only, having one Commissioner for each portion, 
is (vvlculatcd to result in failure. It would be better, in the opinion 
of the Association, if the town were divided into six divisions ; cer- 
tainly not less than four, with four division Committees consisting of 
five members each. 

25. The arrangement contained in clause 4 of the Draft Act, ap- 
pears to the Association to be objectionable, because it seems to them 
that the whole power and authority of the Board will be in the Presi- 
dent and his casting vote; atjeast it appears to them, that there is 
good reason to apprehend such a result. There being an evident desire 
on the part of Government to try the introduction of popular elections, 
the Association are of opinion, that' it should be effected in such a 
way, as to afford scope for independent action; but with a body 
of four, two of whom are nominees of Government, one having a 
double Yo^e, the eijfict will be tO neutralize the elected or popular 
members, and the result will be that Commissionerships will besought 
only by men who have objects in view altogether apart from advan- 
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tnge to the town, and the comforts of tho inhabitants ; while men 
whose sernces and experience would be most valuable, men of inde- 
pendent mind, and position, will be excluded. 

26. The Association beg further to remark that the qualification 
for voting, as contained in section 6 of the Draft Act submitted, 
excludes all persons who keep a buggy and horse only, or a four- 
wlieeled carriage and horse only ; and as the Association are of 
opinion that a great number of raipectable persons are thus deprif 
vod of a voice in the Municipal* business of the town ; although 
they may occupy a house tho assessment of which would give thorn 
more than one vote, the association submit this as an additional 
reason, why the wheel tax should be afiolished, and every person 
occupying a house paying a rent of 25 Ra. per month and upwards, 
have a vote in the election of members of tho Divisional Oommitt^s, 

27. The Association, in order that the views they entertain may 
be the more clearly understood, have taken the liberty to make such 
alterations in the accompanying half margin copy of the Draft Act 
.forwarded- to them, as they consider necessary to convey some idea 
of the nature of the Act which they deem necessary, to give a fair, 
and effectual trial, to elective Municipal Government. 

28. The Association, in submitting their observations on this 
important subject, earnestly hope for the fiivourable consitqration of 
Government. 

I have the honor to j)e, 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 
SAMUEL SMITH, 

Perr^. Presii^ent, C. JT, . A. 
Calcutta, Trade Roqms A ' ^ 

.7th Jamary, 1851. / 

Act No. — of 1851. 

jPof constituting Commissioners for the Improvement of the Town 

of Calcutta. 

■W^hereas Act XVL" 1847 for eonstitttting Commissioners for the 
improvement of the Town of Calcutta has been found inconvenient 
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and inoffdctttal for the intended purposes thereof, It is enacted as 
follows : 

I, Act XVL 1847 is repealed, except -as to anything done or 
forborne to be done under the said Act before the passing of this' Act, 
but not 60 as to revive Act XX. lS40 

II. The several schemes of election agreed upon by the owners 
and occupiers of assessed houses, buildings and lands in each division 
^f^he Town, and the rules maie by the Cbtnmissioners, severally 

approved by tbo Deputy Governor* of Bengal and President of the 
Council of India in Council, in pursuance of the said Act, are 
rescinded and annulled. 

III, Par the purposes of this Act the* Town of Calcutta shall be 
divided into [two]'*' /our divisions; that is to say, a [northern and 
southern] North Fast, North West, South Mast, and South West divi* 
si on, by a 1*^^® passing from the river Hooghly at the old Fort Ghaut 
along the centre of Fairlio Place, Clive Street, the street on the 
northern side of Tank Square, Loll Bazar, Bow Bazar and Boita- 
connah ; and hy a line passing from the north end of Ohitpore Boad, 
squth as far as Colootollah street, along Colootollah street, east to 
College street, south through Wellington street, Wellesly street and 
Wood street, into the Circular Boad, or such other [two] four divi- 
sions as tie Governor of Bengal, from time to time, may appoint; 
and, whenever any new division shall bo made, the provisions of this 
Act. with respect to i;he divisions herein defined, shall be deemed to 
apply thenceforth to such new divisions. 

[IV. There shall be four Commissioners for executing the powers 
of this Act, who slrMl be styled the Commissioners for the improve- 
ment of the Town of Calcutta, of whom two shall be appointed by 
the Governor of Bengal, and two shall be elected as hereinafter 
provided, that is to say, one for each division of the said Town.] 

IV. There shall be one central and four division Committees, 
for executing tAe powers of this Act 

* V. The Oommissijfaiers shall enter upon their office on the ( ) 

* The alterations and amondrnonts pn^osed by the Trade Aasooiation asro 
]n mted in ioilies, mid the proposed omissions placed within brockets. 
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day-of ( ) 1851, and on the jPirst day*of Jan^uary in each 

succeeding year, and shallhold their oflSce regularly for one year,; 
or until their successors are duty constituted. $ and until the flirst 
constitution of Commissioners under this Act, the Commissioners 
now acting in the execution of the said Act XVI, 1847, shall 
exercise the powers of this Act, and shall be deemed Commissioners 
under this Act. 

F. The four Dwision Committees shall consist of five member 
each to he elected hy ths rate-payers of the respective divisions, and 
each division Commi^ee shall elect its own Chairman, 

VI, Every person is entitled to vote in the yearly election of .[a 
commissioner] the division Committees under this Act, who [is rated 
in respect of any] occupies a house, building or ground in either 
division of the said Town, [not less than three rupees in the whole 
for a quarter of a year,] paying a monthly rent of not less than 
twepty rupees, and who has paid the taxes due from him in respect 
of at least one quarter of the previous twelve calendar months. 

VI. The Central Committee shall consist of six members, two 

of whom shall be appointed by the Government of Bengal, and the 
other four shall be the Chairmen of the four division Committees, 
all of whom shall be styled Commissioners for the improvement of 
the Town of Calcutta, /The Central Committee shall elect its own 
Chairman, ^ 

VII. Every person entitled to vote, whosf [quarterly raids are 
in the whole not less than twenty rupees,] monthly rent is not less 
than one hundred and ten rupees, is entitled to two votes, and if not 
less than [fifty] two hundred and thi^ rupees «to three, votes. 

VIII. Each voter is entitled to vote in that division only in which 
he is rated to the amount which constitutes bis qualification : and 
the qualification of a voter to have one, two or three votes, must be 
complete in the division : but a person who is rated to the ^ualifypg 
amount in each division, may be entitled to vote in both. 

IX. All elections under thi,B Act shall be |inder the management 
of the Sheriff of Calcutta, who shall appoin^^sufficient number of 
Deputies ^0 help him in presiding thereat : i^^^yery Deputy, while 
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SO acting for the Sheriff, shall have the same powers and duties as 
the Sheriff with respect to the division for which ho is acting. 

X. The elective [Commissioners] iJbmmittees shall „be chosen 
for the year 1851, on the ( ) day of ( ) 1851, in the Town 

Hall of Calcutta, and for every following year on a day after the 
twenty-fifth day of December and before the First day of January, 
to be appointed- in each year by the Sheriff of Calcutta, of which 
•Jiny and also of the place of election after the first, the Sheriff shall 
give notice by advertisement in the Calcutta Gazette thirty days 
least before the day of election. 

XL The place of election for each division of the Town shall 
bo the Town Hall of Calcutta, or such other place as the Sheriff, 
with the sanction of the Goyernor of Bengal, shall, from time to 
time, appoint, 

XII. The voting shall begin at. eight of the clock in the morn- 
ing, and end at five of the clock in the afternoon of the appointed 
day ; but the Sheriff, if he thinks fit, may declare the election com- 
pleted for any division in which no vote is tendered for any candidate 
during any period of thirty minutes after ten of the clock in the 
inoniing. 

XIII. Every person qualified to vote In the election, and none 
other is qualified to be appointed or to be a candidate for election, 
as a [Commissioner] meihber of the Division Committees, 

XIV. Every candidate shall, ten days at least before the day of 
election, give notice thereof in writing to the Sheriff, naming the 
division for which ho is a candidate, and shall at the same time 
produce to and loavc^with the^^ieriff a .certificate from the Secretary 
to the Commissioners that he is qualified to be a candidate. , 

.XV. All expenses of the election of Commissioners, including 
the expense of advertising the time and place of election, shall be 
defrayed by the candidates; and every Candidate shall, at the time 
when he produces to the Sheriffs his certification of qualification, 
d'eppait with the Sherjiff the sum of two hundred rupees towards tjie 
expenses of the ele ctiiiii. and in default thereof shall not be qualified 
to be elected. 
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XVL^ If the whole amount so deposited shall mot he spent by the 
Sheriff in sudh election, the residue shell bo returned to the candi- 
dates in equal proportions ; and, if the whole amount so deposited 
is not enough to defray the expense of such election, the Sheriff 
shall be entitled to receive from each candidate his proportionate 
share of the surplus expense, and in default of payment may sue for 
and recover the same' as money spent on behalf of eucK candidate. 

XVIL The Commissioners shall cause to, he prepared, in each 
year, correct alphabetical lists of the persons qualified to voto“ln 
elfeh division of tho Town, which lists shall be open for inspection at 
the office of the said Commissioners, on or before the FJrst day of 
December, 1851, and all subsequent years, during all reasonable 
hours of the day until the day of election, when the said lists or 
copies thereof shall bo taken to the place of election for tho use of 
the Sheriff and his Deputies. 

XVIII. The Secretary to the Commissioners, on tho written 
application of any person qualified to vote as aforesaid, signed by 
himself, specifying tho division, street and number or other descrip- 
tion , of every house iu respect of which the claim is made, and 
delivered, at every election after the first, on some day when tho 
office is open between the 25th day of November and 15th day of 
December, both inclusive, with the receipted assessment hills, show- 
ing that the applicant has paid the rates or taxes required by this 
Act to qualify him to vote, shall give to such person a voting 
ticket according to his qualification. At tUfe first election, such 
applications may be made at any time when the office is open beforo 
the day of election. 

XIX. The voting tickets shall l?rtigned by the Secretary to the 
Commissioners, and shall he m the form contained in the first Sche- 
dule annexed to ‘this Act, or in such other form as shall be, from 
time to time, adopted by tho^ Commissioners, with the approval of 
the Governor of the .Presidency of Fort William in Bengal, and shall 
he conclusive evidence that tho person named therein is entitled to 
vote at the next election of a Commissioner ii) the division for which 
the ticket is given, according to the tenor thereof. 
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XX. At the time, and place appointed for the election, the. Sheriff 
or his Deputies shall attend with [two] /o«r closed boxes with openings 
in each box for the reception of voting tickets and distinguished 
from each other, by having marked or painted legibly, in Eoman 
and Bengalleo characters, the word [“ northern’^ on one box, and 
the word ** southern’' on the other.] JVbrtA Eastern on one hox • 
the words North Western on one box ; the words South. Western 
on one box ; and the words South Eastern on one box* 

XXI. Every voter having obtained his* voting ticket in each 
division in which ho, is qualified to vote, and having'written there^ 
the name of the candidate for whom he wishes to vote, and having 
signed the same, shall personally attend at the place of election, and 
shall deliver his voting ticket to the Sheriff, or one of his Deputies 
presiding at the election for that division, who, on being satisfied of 
the identity of the person tendering the voting ticket with the person 
whose signature it bears, shall deposit such voting ticket in the box 
of the division. 

XXII. The Secretary, Assessor, Collector and Collecting Sircars 
of the Commissioners, and if required by any candidate, ah agent 
appointed by writing under bis hand on his behalf, shall attend at 
the place of election during the continuance thereof, for the purpose 
of assisting in identifying the persons who shall tender voting 
tickets. 

XXIII. The decision of the Sheriff, or his Deputy admitting or 
rejecting any disputed* vote tendered at any election, shall be con- 
clusive as to the reception of the vote. 

XXIV, As soon as the election for any division is completed, the 
Sheriff or his Deputies, in the ^tiweiice of the candidates, or such of 
them as choose to be present, or of scrutineers appointed in writing 
under their several hands, shall ascertain the number of votes given 
for each candidate in each division ; and the Sheriff shalUhereupon 
publicly jiecl are the names of the fine candidates in each division for 
w^m the greatest number of votes [has] Acme been given in such divi- 
sion, and 8]iaH.^lare4uch candidates to be duly elected [a Commis- 
sioner] Commii^e men for the improvement of the Town of Calcutta. 
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XXV. [If two or moro candidates in one division of the Town 
shall have the same number of votes, the Governor of the Presidency 
of Port WiHUu in sh-all appoint one of the candidates, 

having such equal number of votes, to he one of the elective Commis- 
sioners for the improvement of the Town of Calcutta.] 

XXVL The result of every election shall bo certified by the 
Slioriff to the G)vornor of the Prosidency of Port tVilliam in Bengah 
wlio will cause notice tlioroof to bo given in the Government Gazette. 

XXVI L If any vacttncy, from any cause whatever, happens before 
t«e mouth of December among tlie [Commissioners,] Committee 
mm, the Governor of the Presidency of Fort William iu Bengal shall 
appoint a person qualified to be elected to fill such vacancy, and the 
[Commissioner] Committee man appointed to fill such vacancy shall 
be a [Commissioner] Committee man as if he had been elected at the 
then last general election of (Commissioners] Committee men. 

XXVI I L The powers and duties which, by an Act passed in the 
thirty-third year of the reign of King George the Third, numbered 
as Cliapter 52, were conferred and imposed on the Justices of the 
Peace, within or for the Presidency of Port William in Bengal, in 
regard to the assessment, collection and disbursement of the taxes 
thereby authorized to be assessed by them on the owners or occupiers 
of houses, buildings and grounds, shall be exercised and performed 
by the said Commissioners, instead of the said Justices of the 
Peace; and the powers and duties by any other Act conferred on or 
belonging to the Commissioners constituted unttcr the said Act XVL 
1817, and their officers, shall be transferred to and belong to the 
Commissioners constituted under this Act and their Officers respec- 
tively ; and so much of the said Parliament as gives power 

tp the Justices to levy the saW assessments by warrants of distress 
and sale is repealed. ^ 

XXIX. The owners of houses, buildings and grounds, within the 
said tpwn, [whether] when the same [be or be] nre not occupied, 
shall pay [such] one-fonrih of such sums of money as shall he 
aasessed upon tliem according to tlm several latos set forth in the 
second Schedule annexed to this Act. 


w 
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XXX. \ Of the Iwo Commissioners yearly appointed by the Go- 
vernor of Bengal, one shall be President of the Oommissiopers. In 
the absence of the President, such other Commissioner shall act as 
Chairman of the meetings of the Commissioners as shall be chosen ^ 
by those present. On all questions on which the Commissioners 
present are eqhally divided in opinion, the President shall have a se- 
cond or casting vote* Three Commissioners shall bo necessary to 
constitute a meeting.] 

XXXL [The Commissioners shall scveraliy receive snch monthly 
salaries, ' to be paid out of the taxes levied under the said Act of 
Parliament and Act XVI. 1847, and this Act, as the Governor of the 
Presidency of Port William in Bengal, with the approval of the 
Governor General of India in Council shall, from time to time, appoint, 
not exceeding two hundred and fifty rupees in any case.] 

The memhers of each division Committeet euccluding the Oiairmm^ 
snail receive jointly ^ a commission of one per cent, on the net collec- 
tions of assessment paid into the Central Committee monthly hy each 
respective division committee ; and the six Commissioners of the 
Central Committee shall receive jointly , a commission of one and a 
half per cent, on the net collections so receivedi 

XXXII. The Commissioners shall appoint a Secretary, subject 
to the approval of the Governor of the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal, and the division committee shall also appoint a sufScient 
.number of [Assessors,] Collectors, or tax-gatherers who shall also 
he assessors^ subject lo the approval of the Central Committee of 
Commissioners [Inspectors, Appraisers, Bailiffs and such other 
Officers as they may deem necessary for assessing, collecting, or levy- 
ing the taxes which may be ^twposed on the owners or occupiers of 
houses, buildings and grounds under the authority of the said Act 
of Parliament an^ of this Act, and ^Iso the taxes and penalties 
herein mentioned, i^d may appbint tlbe same persons to act both as 
Assessors and .^j^lleotors, and may prescribe such rules, a,ndjake 
such securi^j^itr the due execution of the duties of such Secretary 
and OffiieitN ^y the/ deem expedient ; and . such] The Secretai^y 
[and, the Commissioners] shall receive such salary to be 
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paid out of the [said] taxes, as the Commissioners, from time to 
time, appoint, subject to the approval of the [said] Governor of the 
Presidency of Fort TF»7Jiam, [The Secretary and every other OflScer 
shall be removable by the Commissioners, subject in the case of the 
Secretary to the approval of the said Governor.] and the collectors or 
tax*gatherers, shall receive a commission on the net amount ofcoUec* 
Hons at such rate as the Central Committee of Commissioners may 
from time to time determine, . 

XXXIII. All taxes assessed and penalties imposed under the 
authority or colour of the said Act of Parliament and Act XVI. 
1847, or of the rules made in pursuance thereof before the passing 
of this Act, may be demanded, and if net duly “paid, may be levied 
by the Commissioners acting under the authority of this Act. 

XXXIV. The first assessments to be made under this Act shall 
be made for the months of February, March and April 1851. 

XXXV. The assessment of the taxes specified in this Act, and 
in the second Schedule hereunto annexed shall be made by the said 
Commissioners, or any of them, and confirmed by the Commissioners, 
or any Assessor or Assessors appointed by them ; and the said Com- 
missioners shall cause such assessments when made, to be entered in 
books to be kept in their office, and the entries for such assessments 
in the said books authenticated by the signatures of the Commis- 
sioners or any three of them, shall be conclusive evidence of the 
several assessments therein specified. 

XXXVI. The taxes specified in this Act and the second Sche- 
dule hereunto annexed, shall be due and payable [from and after the 
end of the quarter of a year or other period ^pr which they are 
made] on the first day of any month for which they are made, 

XXXVII. When the taxes specified in this Act and the second 
Soheduljs hereunto annexed shall be due and payable, or as soon after ' 
as convenient, the said Commissioners shall send, or catfse to be sent 
to the persons severally liable to pay any of such taxes, a statement 
or bill in the form (A) contained in the third^Schedule annexed to 
this Act of thesumrdue from such persons respectively in respeot 
of the said taxes. 
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XXXVIIL When any person shall be in arrcar of the payment 
of the said taxes specified in this Act, and the second Schedule boro- 
imto annexed, Jive days from the Jirst day of the month, the said 
Commissioners, or any one of them, or their Officer duly authorized 
on that behalf, may issue, or cause to bo issued and served upon 
such person a Notice of Demand in the form (B) contained in the 
third Schedule annexed to this Act, and if he shall not within five 
(lays from the service of such Notice of Demand pay tbo arrear duo 
from him, according to the tenor of such 'Notice of Demand, the 
said Commissioners, or any one of them, or thoir Officer duly autho- 
rized in that behalf, may issue and serve, or cause to be issued ami 
served upon such person a^sumraons to pay in tlic form (C) contained 
in the third Schedule annexed to this Act requiring such person to 
appear before the said Commissioners, or any one or more of them, 
on a day and at an hour and place to bo named in such summons. 

XXXIX. On the appearance of the party summoned, the said 
Commissioners may make such further enquiry into the case as to 
them seoms just, and may, make such order for the payment >f the 
whole or any part of the amount assessed, or may make such abate- 
ment for or in respect of any overcharge in the said assessment as to 
them seems just ; and in the case of the non-appearance of the 
party summoned, the said Commissioners, on proof of service of the 
said summons, and on making such further enquiry into the case as 
to them seems just, may decide the claim in like manner as if the 
, said party were present, and may make such order for the payment 
of the whole or any part of the amount assessed, or may mako 
such abatement for,or in respect of any overcharge in the said assess- 
ment as to them seems just. 

XL. In case of any objection to pay, or any appeal against, the 
assossment made in respect of any house, building or ground, the 
said Commi^sionera, or any one of them, or their Officers duly au- 
thorized in tl^hl^balf, may issue a summons, in the form (D) con- 
tained \Vk ^cbedule annexed to this Act, to any person by 

whom tiy|[HpWb4ter informed ooncerning the premises ; and any 
one orjUIPRF the said Commissioners may examine such person so 
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BuinmoneJ lit a meeting of the Commissioners concerning the value 
of such house, building or ground, or other matters relating to the 
assessment ; and such examination shall be taken down in writing 
in such manner as the Commissioners may* order ; and in case the 
answers of such person, so examined shall appear to the said 
Commissioners to be evasive or untrue, qr in case the party summon- 
ed shall refuse to answer any lawful question of the Commissioners^ 
or any one of them, or shall bo proved to have refused to revive ot? 
to have wilfully destroyed, defaced or unlawfully detained 4% Sche- 
dule, Bill, Summons or Notice of Demand served upon him, with in- 
tent to evade boini;^ lawfully rated to the full amount of an/ of the said 
taxes due from him, or shall bo proved kaowingly or through gross 
iiegligouco to have given any false information, either verbally or in 
writing, to the said Commissioners, or any of tliein, or any of their 
Assessors or Officers, whereby they or any Assessor or person em- 
ployed by them shall be misled in making any assessment, or in case 
the party summoned shall refuse, or without lawfiill excuse neglect to 
appear beforo the said Commissioners, in pursuance of such sumnmns, 
such person shall for any of the aboveraentioned offences be liaide 
to such penalty, not exceeding one hundred rupees, as shall be set on 
him by the said Commissioners. 

XLL All arrears of taxes and penalties duo under the said Sta- 
tute .33 George IIL, Act XVI. 1847, and this Act, and the costs 
and charges of recovering the same may be recovered, after the expira- 
tion of five days after the demand thereof, under a warrant to be 
issued for that purpose under the hand and seal of one of the said 
Commissioners, by distress and sale o^any good# and chattels within 
the Town of Calcutta, belongyag to the person liable to make good 
the same or referred to in any proceeding in respect of which any 
such penalty is imposed, or costs and charges incurred : and every 
such Warrant of Distress may be in the form (B) contain^ in the 
third Schedule annexed to this Act. 

XLIl. The Bailiff shall make an inventory of all goods and 
chattels seised under aiiy snoh warrant, andf shall give a notice in 
writing in the form (F) contained in the third Schedule annexed 



( 166 ) 

to tills Act, to the person in possession thereof at the time of the 
seizure, that the said goods and chattels will be appraised and sold 
in manlier therein mentioned. 

XLIIL If the warrant is not in the meantime discharged or sus- 
pended by one or more of the said Commissioners, the goods and chat- 
tels seized shall be appraised and sold under the orders of the Commis- 
sioners, who shall apply the proceeds in discharge of the arrears, or 
penalty and costs, and the surplus, if any, shall be returned, on de- 
mand, iUhe person in possession of tbe goods^and chattels at the time 
of the seizure, and the fees upon every such proceeding shall be such 
as are contained in the Table contained in the fourth Schedule an- 
nexed to this Act. 

XLIV. Instead of proceeding by distress and sale the Commissi- 
oners, if they think fit, may authorize any Collector or other Officer 
to sue the person liable to pay any rates, taxes or penalties under the 
said Statute 33 George III.‘ Act XVI, 1847, or this' Act, for any 
arrears of such rates, taxes or penalties, in the Calcutta Court of 
Small Causes, and all such suits may be prosecuted by such Collector 
or other Officer in the name of the Commissioners. 

XLV, Every Bill, Notice, Schedule, Summons or Notice of De- 
mand regarding any taxes under the said Act of Parliament, Act 
XVI. of 1847, or this Act, may be served personally upon the per- 
son to whom the same is addressed or left with his door-keeper or 
some inmate of his place of abode ; and when any person shall, by 
keeping his place of abode or business closed, or by absconding, or 
by violence or threats, prevent any Officer or Servants of the said 
Commissioners from^serving any BUI, Notice, Schedule, Summons or 
Notice of Demand as herein ^rected^ such Bill, Notice, Schedule, 
Summons, or Notice of Demand shall be duly served, by fixing the 
same conspicuously on some part of the outer wall, gate or door of 
the house or place of buaineis^ or of tbe enclosure in which it stands. 

XLVI. No distress IMed under the authority of thid Act shall 
■bo unlawful, nor shaU^J^ party making the same be deemed a tres- 
passer on account oflMPdefect or want of form in the Notice, Sche- 
dule, Summons, of Demand, Warrant of Distress, Inyentory 
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or other preceding relating thereto, nor shall he te a trespasser from 
the beginning on account of anj irregnlaritj afterw'ards committed 
hjr him. 

XLVIL The JLsBe&&eA tmes specified in this Act and, the second 
Schedule hereunto annexed^ shall he due and payable from the occu^, 
pier of* any houses building or ground from the Ist day of April 
1851, and when any occupier of any house^ building or ground holds 
a lease commencing precious to the firsi day of April 1851 and ex- 
tending for hny definite period beyond the first day of April 1851, 
the said occupier shall be at liberty to deduct an amount of assess- 
ment equal to five per cent, on the assessed value from the monthly 
rent payable to the landlord or proprietor of any house^ building or' 
ground so leased for a definite period, 

XLVllI. The goods and chattels of the owners of any house, 
building or ground rated under the said Statute 33 Goo. III., 
Chap. LII. Section 158, Act XVI, 1847, or this Act, shall be liable 
to be distrained anywhere, (except goods and chattels concealed as 
hereinafter mentioned,) for deficiency in the payment of rates ; and it 
shall not be necessary in any assessment, rate or tax, or warrant 
of distress .under the saidjStatute, Act XVI. 1847, or this Act, to 
specify the names of the owners or occupiers of houses, buildings or 
grounds, but it shall. sufficient if every property rated or taxed be 
identified, and in the case of houses numbered in any street that the 
name of the street* and the number of the house be specified. 

XLIX. All goods and chattels, which shall be found upon any 
premises rated, shall be liable to be distrained for any penalties or 
any arrears of rates or taxes ; ‘[and, if the saicj goods and chattels 
belong to the tenant of such premisesr such tenant may deduct the 
amount of the levy made upon his goods and chattels from the next 
and following payments of his rent,] 

L. When there Is reason to believe that goods and chattels, liable 
to distress under the said Statute, Act XVI. 1847, or this Act, are 
concealed in any zenana, the officer charged with the execution of the 
warrant shall make a special report to the Commissioner granting 
the same, who shall thereupon follow as closely as may be the rules 
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for the eoi'^ur^ of |oo4e and chattels in like eases adopted by 
Majesty’s Supremo Court of Judicature. 

LI Every person who Fitfully obstructs or molests the Oommlss^ 
oners, ar any one of them or their ^oretary, or any of their Offioars or 
servants in the performance of theii; respective duties under the said 
Act of Parliament or this Act, shall be liable on summary convic- 
tion before a J ustiee of the Peace on his own confession or the oath 
of ono or more witnesses, to forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding 
fifty rupees. 

LIL Th0 Centfcil Committee or Commissioners of the Town of 
Calcutta are hereby empowered to raise fundi for the improvement 
of the drainage of the Tpwn of Calcutta^ by the issue of Dehen- 
tures or notes bearing interest at the rate of per cent, per annum, 
in such even sums as they may think fit, payable three years after the 
date of issue, but not exceeding in any one month the total sum of 
Co/s Rupees fifty thousand. 

LIIL The Commissioners of the Town of Calcutta are to pay 
in monthly to the General Treasury, such portion of the net collec- 
tions of assesment as will, at the expiration of three years from the 
date of the issue of Debentures^ he sujUciigit to meet the payment of 
the same with interest thereon. 

LIV. The total issue of Debentures not to exceed the sum of t§n 
lacs of Company's Rupees. 

L V. The funds so raised to he applied to the ihproved.drainage 
of the Town of Calcutta, on the plan proposed by Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel W. N. Forbes, Engineers in 1 838, or such other plan as the 
Governor of Benga} may see ft to tadopt. 

LVI. The whole proceeds^ the said taxes, after paying all sala- 
ries, estahU'jhinents and incidental expenses of the said Commission- 
ers, shall, with such monies as the Governor of the Presidmicy of 
Fort William in Rengal, with the sanction of the Governor General of 
India in Council, may direct to be paid to the said Commissioners, 
bo applied by them to the following purposes, that is to say 

Ist. Cleansing, i^p^iring, lighting and watering tlm roads and 
streets. 
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2ad1y. Oonatruoting new drsam and (aetrers, and cleansing, and 
repairing or filling up, and abolishing old dizains and sewers* 

3rdly. Filling up stagnant pools of watei*« lioles in the earth and 
all receptacles for filth and rubbish, and removing obstructions in or 
on the roads and to the free circulation of air* 

. 4thly* Formation of Tanks and Aqueducts for the conveyance of 
water to all parts of the Town. 

5thly. Opening of Streets and Squares in crowded parts of the 
Town. * 

6thly. Improving and embellishing the said Town generally. 

LVll. In construing this Act all words used in the singular 
number shall be held to include several, poi*sons and things, and 
words in the plural shall be held to include the singular number, 
and all words importing the masculine gender shall extend and be 
applied to females as well as males, unless there is something in the 
context inconsistent with such construction. 

LVIII, The said Commissioners shall, from time to time, subject 
to the approval of the Governor of the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal, make rules for regulating their proceedings under this 
Act, and for the regulation of the time and manner of assessing, 
demanding and collecting the taxes specified in this Act and the 
Schedules hereunto annexed, and altering any of the forms set forth 
in the said Schedules. 


The Schedules to be amended aceordingly. 
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TUB UAZAfi MEMOBIAJi. 

To THU Rmm IIowora®!.® Loim Wjmau OATBUDiurt BauTmcK, 
Q. C. B., OoVbruoe m Bekoal; 

The AfomoHa? of the Master, Wardens, 
and Mevnhers of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

Most Respectfully Shewbtii, 

That while Calcutta may bo ranked as the Metropolis of India, 
from being the seat of the most powerful Government in the East, 
there are few Cities under European control, in which the wants and 
comforts of the inhabitants are less provided for by public works. 
That among the many defects which exist in the Town, there is not 
one more productive of inconvenience to all classes, than the want of an 
adequate Market-place, and to this in a great measure is attributable 
the heavy cost and inferior description of every article of food. The 
soil, the climate, the low rate of labour, and its situation between the 
Hooghly and the Saltwater Lake, are local advantages calculated to 
affor4 the town a supply of provision, excellent in quality, and mo- 
derate in price ; but all those capabilities are lost, in consequence of 
the frauds practised on the consumers, from their inability to person- 
ally attend the markets. The want of shelter from the sun and the 
rain, in a olimti^te, wihere exposure to either is so l^azardous to tho 
health of an European, and the noxious effluvia occasioned by the 
state of the drains, prevent all those from amending tho markets, 
who can afford the^means of employing servants, and consequently it 
is to tho honesty of these persons, that the into^sts of nearly all tho 
consumers are entrusted. But the servants themselves are under the 
control of the Bunnyas of tho Bazar; for there are few servants who 
have mbney of their own, or' who can bo trusted with it by their 
masters, and they^e therefore compelled to borrow from the Bunnya, 
at an exorbiianWpb of interest, and also to deal at particular stalls 
rented by lender, although the articles at these staUs may 

be both deal^^iiud inferior to what can bo procured in other parts of 
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the The eSbete of 8ueh a system* mi^ he oastty ithagioed, 

the defiefSi the Bueeyas ami the is^vants oan ail make profits over 
which there is no eheck» and by the most moderate computatiod, a 
tax is levied on the eouaniKmrs of at least fifty per cent on all the 
necessaries of lifis. 

TMs 16 an enormous eviU of the exbteiiee of which there can be no 
doubt ; and as it is the object of our present application to apply a 
remedy to this mischief, wo most earnestly but respectfully preSs the 
consideration of it upon*your Lordship’s attention, and wo submit to 
your Lordship, that in this remedy the government have an immediate 
concern, not only as regards all the inhabitants, whose interests are 
committed to their care, but especially as# relates to that very large 
class, who are in official employment. Tho health and the comfort of 
those persons, by whom the business of the state is performed, cannot 
but be a matter of regard to the Government, more especially when 
the finances of the country are every day compolling a limitation to 
pecuniary recompence. If, then, your Lordship should be satisfied 
that the evil doe^ exist, and that with the aid of Government it can 
be remedied, vro hope that tho assistance will be given for Which wo 
now presume to apply. 

The remedy which we propose is the erection of an extensive Market- 
place, constructed to meet tho wants of the inhabitants, and calcula- 
ted to obvifctte all the inconveniences of climate. Tho spot which wo 
would select is the banks of the River, which would at onco secure 
the cheapness and celerity of water carriage, not only to Market 
Gardens and bairy Farms, but admit of the erection of shambles for 
slaughtering cattle on tho opposite banks, rempved at a distance 
from tho Town, From its pro3;imity to tho River, which would give 
a fall of 12 feet, the most eflScient drains might be made to traverse 
every part of the Market, and the most perfect cleanliness insured; 
an object which could not be obtained in any other part of the Town 
from its extreme flatness. It will also bo necessary to erect a Steam 
Engine, which may at least twice a day cleanse out the drains, and 
a&rd a constant supply of water to every part the Market. 

Wo would have part of the Market fitted up with small shops suit- 
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able for the parposes of European dealers, for we consider that the 
general supply of provisions would be considerably improved if par- 
tially aided by European skill and industry. The great drawback 
which has hitherto existed to Europeans engaging in occupations of 
this nature is attributable to the heavy expense of house rent in those 
parts of the town, where alone such business could succeed, hut if 
small shops at low rents were procurable in a Market-place, it would, 
as in England, enable the tradesmen to reside in the suburbs, where 
rent is comparatively low. 

In addition to a broad colonnade running round the four sides, and 
giving a promenade in front of shops, as well as forming a sheltered 
communication between thorn, nearly the whole of the centre should be 
covered in with a lofty roof supported on pillars, jrhile an open space 
between tbit and the colonnades, together with numerous glased 
ventilators, would aiford an abundance of air and light. From this con- 
struction there would be in all seasons, and at all hours perfect 
shelter from sun and rain, while the drains and supply of water 
would obviate all noxious effluvia. Thus would a complete European 
Market be established in the city, and the European custom of the 
purchasers themselves attending it, would not only he encouraged by 
motives of economy, and the obtaining a suply of better food, but 
from its becoming a cheerful rendcavous in the healthy hours of the 
morning. 

It must also be obvious that a Market established in this situation, 
would be a matter of the greatest convcnionco to all the shipping in the 
port, not only for the daily supply of the numerous cfewa, hut for 
putting on board prpvlsions for their voyages, and when it is remein- 
beied that there are $A the present time no less than ninety-eight 
vessels lying off the towm the proximity of a Market to so large a 
fleet bccomos a matter of considerable importance. 

The practicability of inj^ting loe from Boston to Calcutta hav- 
ing been fully established, its importance being obvious, not only 
as encouraging the of American vessels to the port, which 

would otherwise eOme^ih ballast, but as an article conducive to health, 
and ministering to luxury, wo propose to erect at a part of the 
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market an Ice store-house, similar to those ia wfiich it has beea pre- 
served for years in the HavaifahSi Nevr Oii^eaos and many of the 
West India settlements, The heated water from the Steam Engine 
might also be employed in converting the Pho^ kuri Noon of Patna 
into Glauber Salts at onO'iifth the price at which it is at present sold, 
and if the water from the roofs were collected in adequate Tanks, 
then with the assistance of the Boilers of the Steam Engine, and 
large I'ilterera, a constant supply of the purest rain water might bo 
secured for the numerous persons, who proceed to soa, or who arrive 
at seasons when no rain water can bo collooted. 

Wo humbly submit that although these advantages are of second- 
ary, yet still they are of considcrablo importance, in a Town, where 
the quality of the water is so bad as it is in Calcutta, and where the 
intense heat makes it both healthy and refreshing to have all liquids 
cooled for drinking ; nor must it be forgotten that by letting out 
these establishments to individuals, under such regulations as should 
prevent their utility from being impaired, a source of revenue would 
be obtained towards defraying the expenses of the Market. 

Such are our objects, and such is the plan by which we hope to 
accomplish them Wo will now briefly submit to your Lordship tlio 
means by which we hope to secure their execution. Wc feel assured that 
a scheme of a less extensive nature would fail to remove those obsta- 
cles, to which alone we attribute the whole of the present system of 
the Calcutta Markets. The great body of purchasers bad rather 
Submit to the present exorbitant cvtoitions, thkn risk their health, in 
a country whore health is forttino, and expose thomsolvos to tho dis- 
gusting nuisances in tho midst of which tho food of tho town is sold ; 
nor will it bo possible to apply any^romedy to* these nuisances and 
inconveniences short of a total change, in as much as it is the inter- 
est of the dealers, the Bunnyas, and the servants to preserve their 
monopoly, by enhancing and perpetuating whatever can deter the 
consumer from attending the market. 

If we are correct in believing, that there is but one remedy for the 
evil, we must at the same time admit, that th$ expense attending the 
execution of our project is far boyoud what tho unassisted efforts of 
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the mM But we look to your tiordisliip^ft 

GoYornmeot for preecnt eid, we* o&]^ aik that asslstaoee bo giireii In 
fiuch a manner that all which may Be advanced ehall he ultimately 
repaid* and we humbly submit that the i^eheme which we have to pro* 
pose will bo found to a&fi ample security. There are three pieces 
of ground which are the property of Government, and which were 
formerly the Marine Eegistry Office promisee, the Old Mint premises, 
and the Old Import Ware-house premises, all situated in the Strand, 
on the banks of the River, and any one of which would be suitable 
for the purposes of a MarKet; and it is on one of these wo purpose 
that it should be erected, and the following is the outline of our Plan. 

1st. The Ground to be,. valued and an annual rent put on it; 
this rent to* be paid to the Government until the purchase-money of 
the Ground be liquidated; the rent to diminish in proportion as the 
payments are made. 

2d. The sum of Two Lacks of Rupees to bo raised by the sale 
of shares of 100 Rupees each for the purpose of erecting the buildings, 
the GovomiUeut to advance for the present, the difforenco between 
what may be subscribed for, and the Two Lacks of Rupees, and to 
be paid interest at five per cent, on what they shall advance. 

3d. The Government are not to receive rent for the Ground for 
three years, unless the profits of the Market shall in the time exceed 
the amount of interest payable on the sum which they have advanced, 
in this case rent to he immediately payable. 

4th. The Shareholders to receive 5 per cent, on their shares, out 
of the profits of the Market, after first paying the interest due to 
the Government, ^nd the rent of the Ground. 

5th. After paying the interest to^the Oovorument, the ground 
rent, and interest to the shareholders, the surplus arising from the 
profits of the Market, are to form a fund for keeping it in repair* in 
the first instance, and subsequently paying off the debt to the Govern- 
ment, and purchasing the laud at the original valuation." 

,Gth. The Ground and oil the buildings erected on it, are tb Be a 
security to the GovoAimont for the performance of the preceding 
conditions, the whole to be mumod at the expiration of the present 
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ChartM*, if the {iriaisipfti of theotiin «4MUK«d iSo not poid off* nr in 
ease of the intereat and ground rent not iKdng-poid M otipnkted. ' 

7th, If the firiiimpai of the'etua advanced be paid off the. 
oxpimtion of the pment Cliartero but the moiiejr for the ,giroiind stilt 
remaiu due, the shareholders are to be entitled to rec^TO a lease for 
the ground for 20 years more, at the original ground rent. 

8th, After the amount which may be advanced by the Govern- 
ment for the erection of the buildings shall be paid off, the sharehold- 
ers are to be at liberty to increase the number of the shares, to pay off 
the of the ground, and as soon as' the sum advanced 

by the and the purchase money of the ground shall 

have both beli|pai(l off, the Government are to exee|ite conveyances 
of the property to Trustoos for the benefit of the shareholders. 

It must bo evident to your Lordship, that according to the above 
terms, the Government will have the security for whatever advances 
in money they may make, of the buildings erected on the ground, the 
value of which will be increabed, beyond what the Governmont gives, 
by the amount which may be subscribed by the Ahareholders. Should 
the Government afford their aid and patronage to the scheme, we 
have little doubt but' that fifty-thousand rupees will in the first 
instance be raised by voluntary donations or the sale of shares, and 
that as the works progress, and the Market becomes used, that the 
whole of the shares will be subscribed for, and the money advanced 
repaid. It is known that the Tirotta Bazar has produced a rental of 
thirty-six thousand Rupees a year, and wo consider ourselves justified 
in believing that the proposed Market under the avowed patronage of 
Government, supported as it would be by the Society, and with all 
its local superiority, will not realize a smaller income. Allowing five 
per cent, for interest on the money advanced, and the rent of the 
ground, this would bo sufficient for a capital of seven lacks and 
twenty thousand, but as the value of the ground and the expense of 
buildings will amount tq only about one-half of that sum, the 
tneome from the market alone will bo sufficient to keep down the inter- 
est and the ground rent, and to form a sinking fund which would 
of itself in fourteen years liquidate the whple. It is true that in this 
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Ir4if/df 60 49U3Sl|iiy proFldfcd for { 
ex^aelititMi ^'4in^^iitod. H voiiM ittwely be delay, 
ing ilw 4af ^ Bmi l«dempti|& % afswing on thisiinking fund. 

In submitting tn jmur I^ordsh^ a plan which in onr Bumble belief 
is calculated to iniirister to the vcmforts, and imptore tbn condition 
of all classes of tho communitj, which will enable the conBumer 
to recognize and encourage tho industij of tlio producer; we know 
that we are seeking for tho patronage of a Ruler, who has not been 
Burpassed by any of bis predecessors, in his uuromjlp^ zeal for the 
interests of India, it is therefore with confidence, bui|||fith great and 
unfeigned respect, we submit our Memorial for the ebnaidoration of 
yottr Lordship. 

A. ROGERS, Master. 
W. n. IIAMERTON, JSeoretary. 

' 3b< January^ 1835. 

For reply see Appendix B. 3rd and 4th Par. of Mr. II. T. Prinsep’s 
letter, dated tho 10th February 1835. 


J. 

To The Right Honorable Lord William Cavendish Bentinck, 
G. C. B./ Governor op Bengal, &c.. kc * &c. 

Memorial of the Master, Wardens, 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 

« 

A5<oct(itton. 


Respectfully Sheweth, 

That the want of a River. Police and some systematic superinten- 
dence of the Ghauts, gives rise to numerous frauds both on Govern- 
ment and individuals, and is the Cause of much loss of both life and 
property, as well as of<great injury and inconvenience, by the deten- 
tion of people who are obliged to frequent the Ghauts or cross the 
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river oti business. It is also a continual annoyance to all perd^s. 
landing or embarking at any of the Ghauts; and although a number 
of landing places have recently been constrhoted for the convenience 
of the public, and the facility of business, yet for tvant of some 
efficient regulation to keep them cloar, the evil is by no means 
removed. 

The practice of allowing ships to anchor or bo moored abreast of 
the Ghauts; and small vessels, boats, and spars to be made fast 
between the buoys, (which is a case of every day occurence,) is fraught 
with eminent danger to boats and passengers approaching the shore, 
particularly during the freshes, by blocking up the entrance to the 
Ghauts, and occupying the only space left»belween the shipping for 
boats to pass through. 

An instance of the evil above complained of, may bo seen at tho 
Police Ghaut whore the Harbour Master’s Hulk and one or two vessels 
moored near her, add to the difficulty and danger of approaching this 
Ghaut from the river, and almost completely block it up. 

The margins of the Ghauts, too, are crowded to excess by allowing 
unemployed Bhowliahs, Budgeroos and Dingles, and several hun- 
dred disengaged country Boats and Bhurs to lie along the shore of 
the Strand, occupying the principal landing places, where they are 
allowed to lie, sometimes for months, 

Chandpaul Ghaut and Colvin’s Ghaut are always crowded, and 
from the Custom House Ghaut to Nimtollah, a complete chain is 
formed, which prevents boats with passengers getting either out or 
in, without considerable trouble, delay and damage, and often with ^ 
great danger of life and property. 

Another great evil is tho undue number of passengers allowed to bo 
crammed into the small boats that ply across tho river, by which 
many lives are lost yearly between' Gussarah and Fort William; so 
deeply laden are they often, with human beings, that but a few inches 
of the vessel is seen above water. Even a ripple of the tide, the 
waves caused by the paddles of a steam vessel, or a sudden move- 
ment of an individual swamps a boat, and fref{U6htly costs two or 
three lives, sometimes the whole of the passengers. 

Y ’ 
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calculation noticing is allowed for the expense of repair, but we con- 
siiler that the. rents would so far exceed those collected at the Tiretta 
Bazar, that expenses of this description would be amply provided for; 
but should this expectation be disappointed, it would merely be delay- 
ing the day of final redemption hy drawing on the sinking fund. 

In submitting to your Lordship a plan which in our humble belief 
is calculated to minister to the comforts, and improve the condition 
of all classes of the community, which will enable the consumer 
to recognize and encourage the industry of the producer ; we know 
that we are seeking for the patronage of a Ruler, has not, been 
surpassed by any of his predecessors, in his unremp^^ zeal for the 
interests of Indja, it is ther^efore with confidence, bu^j^ith groat and 
unfeigned, respect, wo submit our Memorial for the consideration of 
your Lordship. 

A. ROGERS, Master, 
W. .11. HAMERTON, Secretary, 

31s« January^ 1835. 

For reply see Appendix B. 3rd and 4th Par. of Mr. 11. T. Prinsop’s 
letter, dated the 10th February 1835. 


J. 

To The Rigut Honorable Lord William Cavendish Bentinok, 
G. C. B./ Governor op Bengal, &c., Ac. &c. 

Memorial of the Master, Wardens, 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 


Respectfully Shbweth, 

That the want of a River. Police and some systematic superinion- 
dence of the Ghauts, gives rise to numerous frauds both on Govern- 
ment and individuals, and is the cause of much loss of both life and 
property, as well as off’great injury and inconvenience, by the deten- 
tion of people who are ohligod .to frequent the Ghauts or cross the 
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river on busitiess. It is also a continual annoyance to all persons 
landing or embarking at any of the Ghauts; and although a humber 
of landing places have recently been constructed* for the convenience 
of the public, and the facility of business, yet for want of some 
efficient regulation to keep them clear, the evil is by no means 
removed. * 

The practice of allowing ships to anchor or he moored abreast of 
the Ghauts; and small vessels, boats, and spars to be made fast 
between the buoys, (which is a case of every day occurence,) is fraught 
with eminent danger to boats and passengers approaching the shore, 
particularly during the freshes, by blocking up the entrahce to the 
Ghauts, and occupying the only space left* between the shipping for 
boats to pass through. 

An instance of the evil above complained of, may bo seen at the 
Police Ghaut where the Harbour Master’s Hulk and one or two vessels 
moored near her, add to the difficulty and danger of approaching this 
Ghaut from the river, and almost completely block it up. 

The margins of the Ghauts, too, are crowded to excess by allowing 
unemployed Bhowliahs, Budgeroes and Dingies, and several hun- 
dred disengaged country Boats and Bhurs to lie along the shore of 
the Strand, occupying the principal landing places, where they are 
allowed to lie, sometimes for months. 

Chandpaul Ghaut and Colvin’s Ghaut are always crowded, and 
from the Custom House Ghaut to NimtoUah, a complete chain is 
formed, which prevents boats with passengers getting either out or 
in, without considerable trouble, delay and damage, and often with 
great danger of life and property. , 

Another great evil is the undue numf>er of passengers allowed to be 
crammed into the small boats that ply across the river, by which 
many lives are lost yearly between Gussarah and Fort William; so 
deeply laden are they often, with human beings, that but a few inches 
of the vessel is seen above water. Even a ripple of the tide, the 
waves caused by the paddles, of a steam vessel, or a sudden move- 
ment of an individual swamps a boat, and frequently costs two or 
three liveSi sometimes the whole of the passengers. 
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A few weeks ago, some servants embarked in one of them, at the 
Armenian Ohant, to cross to Howrah ; and hare not since been 
hoard of, and how many perished no one knows. TIad the boat been 
numbered, and the manjeo known, some information of their fate 
might have been loafued, and had not more than a proper number 
of passengers boon allowed to* go in her, it is probable the accident- 
would not have hapj)ened. 

It is respectfully suggested that it would be advisable to appoint 
a particular spot for unemployed boats to lie at, fsay opposite tbe 
Custom House, on the Howrah side,) where there is shoal water and 
a slack tide, and where the country boats would bo much more safe 
than they yo on this aide,iOither during strong tides or stormy wea- 
ther, and whore they would not only be out of the way of vessels 
passing up or down the River, but any person wishing to hire one 
would always find a choice in one spot, and that spot certainly not 
inconvenient. 

Again, the vessels that ply as passage boats should be registered 
and numbered, and also those employed carrying cargoes, as the 
watermen^s boats and lighters are in London, and most other ports, 
A certain number should bo allowed to ply at each Ghaut, and not 
more passengers or goods than each could safely carry be allowed to 
go in them. Were this, or some similar plan adopted, and a Ghaut 
Superintendent, or River Police established, it would bo the means 
of saving many lives and much property, which, by the present want 
of system and absence of control is daily incurred to an incredible 
degree. Business, also, would bo greatly facilitated. 

It is also rospe/^tfully suggested, that were a River Police Magis- 
trate or Deputy appointed, to have his office on the Strand as near 
the shipping as practicable, and to have two or more fast-pulling 
boats at his disposal,, one at least of which could be ,kppt constantly 
pulling about the shipping, to detect ofTendors and carry them before the 
Magistrate, grcatigM would result to the public, and an effectual 
chock put to tllg^ind smuggling, which is at present carried to such 
an extent, tlih article of Salt alone, Jt is supposed eight per 

cent. is imported, doe& not Cover the loss sustained by plunder. 
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If evidence be required of facts so- notorious as* those above, Btated, 
maiiy persons would willingly come forward to corroborate .this 
statement. 


Calcutta, ith March, 1835. 


•On behalf of the Members, 

A. ROGERS, 

Master of the Tra^e ABSOciation. 
W. U, IIAMERTON, 

Secretary, 


( No., 777. )• 

To A. Roobus, Esq. 

Master of the Trade Association, 

Sin, 

The Memorial of the Members of the Trade Associaition to the 
Address of the Governor of Bengal under date 10th ultimo, having been 
submitted to the Marino Board for report, I am directed to inform 
you that the. Board is ready to receive such detailed information and 
evidence to the accuracy of the several points therein referred to, as 
you may have it in your power to produce, and to attend to such 
suggestions as you may consider calculated to promote the object in 
view, the principal of which seems to be, tlie establishment of a River 
Police for the Superintendence of the Oliauts, itfid the management 
of all matters connected with the preservation of life and property 
on the River. 

2nd. The Board readily recognize the importance of the object, 
if it can be shewn that under e:^iBting circumstances either is subject 
to loss that can be guarded against. They are however disposed to 
tliiuk that you are mistaken as to the extent of loss of both Hfo 
and property, and it is chiefly on these two points they would wish 
to be furnished with evidence. The obstructions at the Ghaut, 
however inconvenient, are, of minor consideration and scarcely of suffi- 
cient conaequcuce to warrant the establishmont of an expensive agency 
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to counteract them,* although in the event of such an estaWUhment 
being considered, on other accounts, expedient ; it could of course 
be readily brought to bear on these minor points or indeed, after 
enquiry, moans may be possibly found to obviate the incouvenienco 
without the^necessity for any increase of, -or change in the existing 
establishments. 

3rd. The chief points therefore, on which the Board desire to 
have information, refer to the loss of life and property; and they 
would be obliged by your furnishing me uith a statement of the 
extent to which each has suffered for a period, say extending from 
January 1832 to December 1834, inclusive; to which of course you 
can add such further detailed information as you may consider 
necessary for the duo consideration of the question. 

I have the honor to be; Sir, 
r Yours most obedient servant, 

C. B. GREENLAW. 

Fort William^ Marine Board Office, \ . 

Srd April ms. J 


To C. B. Giieenlaw, Esq. 

Sru, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date 3rd 
April, which I have, submitted to the Committee of the Trade Associa- 
tion, and am requested to express their regret at not being able to 
afford all the information required as the members have never kept 
any record of the dates when loss of life or property occurred. They 
beg leave however to suggest that suph information iu detail may bo 
had from the public papers or at the Police Office. 

I am requested also to foi^ward to you the accompanying docu- 
ments, obtained from several members of the Committee, which, with 
the information to hli?|luected from the sources above alluded to, 

Vv ti 

will be found su%feiifHo prove that the representations set forth 
in the Mcmoriijj^’lSF the Trade Association are justly founded, 
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and claim the serious attention of Government Mvrards the effec- 
tnal plan, for protecting the lives and securing the property of the 
inhabitants of Calcutta. 

Yours most obedient servant, 

A. ROGERg. 

ISth May, 1835. • 

( No. 526. ) 

To A. Rogehs, Esq. 

And Members of the Trade Association, 

Gentlemen, 

Your Memorial dated the 10th of Mhrch, having been referred to 
the Marine Board, I am directed to inform you, that the Government 
has recently received a report from that authority, relative to the 
alleged loss of life and property on the River, owing to the absence of 
proper regulations for the control of boats of hire, and for the 
prevention of the crowded state of the Public Ghauts. 

2nd. The enactment of a Law for tho purpose of compelling the 
registration of Cargo, Ferry or Passage Boats which ply on the 
River for hire, is considered inexpedient, but, the attention of the 
Chief Magistrate hltving lately been . directed to tho inconvenience 
suffered by the Public from the crowded state of the Ghauts, it is 
hoped that this evil has now considerably abated. 

3rd. I am directed to acquaint you that the Master Attendant 
has caused the Harbour Master’s receiving vessel to be moored down 
as far as possible from the Police Ghaut, and that a proposition is 
before the Government for extending that Ghau^, so as to afford more 
space for the Boats. The Chief Magistrate has likewise been requested 
to cause all Budgeroes and Pinnaces to moor below tho Now 
Ghaut below Chandpaul Ghaut. 

4th. Your suggestion that unemployed Boats shall bo required 
to remain on the opposite side of tho River,, is objected to for two 
reasons : — first, because the*congregation of all the Cargo Boats on the 
other side of f he River would interfere with the passage by which 
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the small crafts pass and down the stream; and secondly, ibat 
when wanjjed, they could not be obUined generally ttnder Wclve hours, 
and during' the frbsbes, they would scarcely bo able to cross oi?ec 
at all. 

1 have the honor to bo, Gentlemen, 

Yours most obedient servant, - 
a. A, BUSHBY,, 
Secretary to the Government 

Fort William, 1 
the 2dtk July, 1835. j 


REPORT OF MARINE BOARD. 


( No. 51. ) 

To Tiik IIonouable Sik C. T. Metcalfe, Bart. 

Governor of Bengal, 

lIoi^oRAULE Sir, 

We have the honor in continuation of our letter No. 776 dated 
3rd April last, to state that wo caused the Master of the Trade Asso- 
ciation to be informed, that wo wore ready to receive evidence on the 
several points referred to in the Memorial, and to attend to such 
suggestions as he miglit have to offer which might in his opinion be 
calculated to promote the objects in view, the principal of which 
appeared to be, arrangements for the better preservation of life and 
property on the River, 

2nd, We accordingly requested to be furnished with a statement 
of the extent to whij^ each had suffered for a period say from January 
1832 to Decembel^'1834 inclusive, with a view to discover if that 
loss, iu either ci^' could bo guarded against. 

/3rd We.^WSirard "copy of our Secretary’s letter and of Mr. 
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Roar’d reply togetlier with a subsequent correspondence with the 
Master AtteniJant. Mr. Rogers regrets that 'the Trade Association 
are unable to furnish the information sought, and refers us to the 
public papers and the Police Office. Two statements also aocom* 
pany, the one from Mr. Hamcrton, the other from Mr, Samuel 
Smith*, The detail of Mr. Ilamerton establishes certainly, that pro- 
perty on the River is subject to depredation as elsewhere, and that 
accidents occur, it may possibly at times be from overloaded Boats. 
Mr. Ilamerton also shows that great inconveniouce is experienced at 
the Ghauts when landing. 

4th. Mr. Smith confines his personal testimony to tlio difficulty 
experienced in landing, and especially it tlie Police Ghaut during 
strong ebb tides, owing to the moorings being laid rather in the way 
of the Ghaut. On the subject of loss of life and property, Mr, Smith 
also refers to the Newspapers and Police Office. 

5th. There is annexed an estimate of loss of Salt from several 
vessels landing that article at the Golalis, but it is not founded on’ 
such data as can attach much value to it. 

6th. On the whole, it does not appear-to us that any sufficient 
case is made out to warrant our recommending to Government to 
incur the great expense of an establishment necessary to correct 
the evils complained of, for any establishment, short of active Euro- 
pean Agency, would, in our opinion, be worse than useless. 

7th. First, as to loss of life, by far the most important consi- 
deration; the information furnished is vague and indefinite, and we 
cannot but think that the apprehensions of the Memorialists are 
exaggerated greatly beyond what the actual of the case, if it 
could be accurately ascertained, would warrant. We arc enabled to 
state, that, in no case which has come before our Secretary as coro- 
ner, ha$ it appeared that loss of life has arisen from the Boats being 
overloaded, .accidents of this kind occur chiefly from N, Westers and 
the Bore, and although the danger from those natural causes might 
be lessened if Boats of a bettor description and different construe- 
ti(Mi were Hsed, yet we approheud that this cannot be done on com- 
pulsion. 
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8tli. The remedy siiggestod for tliis evil, as for the loss of pro- 
perty, is the registration of Boats, and we suppose, their being 
surveyed and authorized to ply, with the number of passongors which 
each may carry, printed in English and Bengally, on some conspicu- 
ous part of the Boat; as no evidence at all is offered of the extent 
of the loss of property, we may at once convey our opinion as to the 
efficacy of the proposed remedy. 

9th. It is not to be denied that such a system with all necessary 
adjuncts, would go far to add security to life and property, and 
convenience to the public passing to-and-fro across the River; but we 
fear that unless the parties to bo acted upon, namely, the mangioB 
and dandies were domiciles’ in known places and capable of being 
found when , required, little advantage would he derived from tho 
more registry of the Boats; for we imagine that oven the forfeiture 
of the Boat would seldom affect those parties, who wo believe, are rather 
hired servants, or hire the Boat. In a word wo think that no regis- 
try of tho Boats, would be of any use, unless it wore accompanied by 
the organization of an establishment, composed in a great degree of 
European Agency, entailing an expense much beyond what the actual 
circumstances of the case would warrant. 

10th. As however the communication from the Master of the 
Trade Association referred to a particular inconvenience which it 
might be in our power to remedy; viz. the position ip which the Har- 
bour Master’s receiving vessel lay in relation to the Police Ghaut, wo 
referred the papers to the Master Attendant for report, and suggested 
that the vessel should bo moved down, as far as possible from tho 
Ghaut. . 

11th. Captain Hope reported that this was done, and suggested 
as a further remedy, that tho Ghaut should be extended by removing 
the iron rail as far as the drain or about twenty feet. On this point, 
if Government see fit, the proper officers might be required to report. 
There is no doubt that the upper ^uoys of the moorings off this 
Ghaut are in a situation which renders them, exclusive of the chains 
by which vessels are Wbrod, dangerous to Boats approaching the 
Ghaut during the freshes. 
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12th. We have not referred to the inconvenience complained of 
from the crowded state of the Ghauts; we fear that no remedy could 
be applied to this evil calculated entirely to remove it. The difficul- 
ty as it appears to us, is simply this: if |iot allowed to remain at 
the Ghauts, where are the Boats to go? The Master Attendant sug- 
gests that^ Bhurs, and other Cargo Boats, should be obliged to 
remain on the opposite side of the water until required, but ho him- 
self notices one not very slight objection ; viz : that it would 
interfere with the passa'ge by which the small craft pass up and down 
the River, hut there is also this objection; viz: that when wanted, they 
could not be obtained generally under twelve hours, and during the 
freshes they would scarcely be able to get^ over at all. 

Idth. Wo apprehend however, that it is not the Bhurs which 
block up the Ghauts, but the Dinghies which remain there plying, 
and as before observed if not allowed to remain, then where are they 
to go ? At certain times of the year also the large Budgeroes and 
Pinnaces some times make fast to the Ghatfts, this we consider might 
be easily prevented, by authorizing the native Police on the banks of 
the River, and the River Police Boats, to compel all such vessels to 
move down below the new Ghaut below Chandpaul Ghaut where in- 
deed they generally speaking are moored. 

14:th, We are aware that this report will be found to contain 
little or nothing of value in relation to its subjects, but the data 
on which he has had to proceed Has been confined, and we have only 
entered on the subject thus far, to evince our disire to comply with 
the orders of Government to the utmost extent of our power. 

We have the honor to be, <kc. 

C. DOYLE, 

H. M. PARKER, 

( Trm copy. ) G. A. BUSHBY, 


Fort William, Marine Board, \ 
thfi 6th July, 1835. / 


Seeretary to ^GomrnmenL 



{ 186 ) 

K. 

To D. MacFaklake, Esq. 

C/iJe/ Maghtrate, 


Bin, 

The subject of the Law of Apprenticeship, a measure deeply hir 
volving the interest of all Tradesmen, having been for some time 
under the consideration of the Committee of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, and the progress of the Committee's enquiries having 
been interrupted for want of precise information bn various points, 
1 have been requested to solicit such aid as you can afford us in our 
enquiries. ^ 

If you could assist us .with copies of any documents bearing on 
the subject, or any description of information as to the state of tho 
law in this country, wo should feel extremely obliged. 

A. ROGERS, 


Calcutta, Trades Booms, \ 
15tA ilfarcA, 1835. J 


Master of the Association, 


To A. Rogers, Esq. 

Master of the Calcutta Trade Association, 

Siii, 

The late proceedings relating to the Law of Apprenticeship, have 
cleared up nothing, and it is still open to the Master of any run- 
away Apprentice, to apply to a Magistrate for process, to compel the 
return or secure the punishment of the delinquent. 

In a communication of this sort, I cannot say what would be the 
determination of any Magistrates if a case of the last contemplat- 
ed were judicially brought before them. If the Magistrate refuse to 
act, the Master might apply to the Supreme Court to compel him to 
do so, if he did act, the Apprentice might apply to the same Court 
to restrain him. 

As far as I can understand the subject, it appears that the lawyers 
are against the exercise by Magistrates, of a summary jurisdiction in 
the matter of Apprentices, and that the'only remedy a Master has, is in 
tho way of a civil action for breach of contract. This I understand 
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would be considered a Very insufficient itiode of eompellwff' a poor 
Apprentice^ to perform bis. part of an engagement, though it might 
perhaps bo effectual in compelling a Master to 'perform bis. 

It has been suggested that the interference of Magistrates and 
the summary punishment of Apprentices, is gradually being discon- 
tinued in Grreat Britain, and that an Apprentice, who is only to be 
kept to his duty hj a commitment to the House of Correction, might 
as well be sent about his business at once, and possibly there is 
truth in the remark, viewing the mere wickedness of the boy as the 
only possible inducement to him to leave his Master, the matter is 
difforent however when there may be a competition for the employ- 
ment of instructed artizans. The terror of punishment would then 
he an effectual chock to prevent lads leaving their Masters just as 
their servico became valuable, and on this latter ground the summary 
jurisdiction of the Magistrates may be defended as wholesome and 
proper. 

With reference to the great importance V this question to Chari«» 
table Institutions, such as the Free Schools and other similar ones, 

I should bo prepared strongly to recommend to Government, the enact- 
ment of a Law, to punish summarily the desertion' by an Apprentice 
of his Master’s service during the terra of his Apprenticeship, except 
for good cause assigned, independaut altogether of its bearing upon 
the interest of Tradesmen, since it is plain, that no respectable man 
would choose to take Apprentices into his service, knowing that they 
might depart when they pleased. • 

Taking the two interests together, that of the poor on the one 
hand, and the Masters on the other, GovernmontT, I think, would not 
hesitate to pass a Law, calculated to secure the interests of all 
parties. 

In regard to the precise term of the Law, good legal advice would 
perhaps bo desirable, if it is not easy to comprehend the English 
Law on the eubject, there being apparently great distinction between 
7 years Apprenticeship and those of loss terms, and between Appreu- 
ticesbip when a certain fee has been paid, and if hen it has not/ 

I shall at all times be happy to render any assistance in my power 
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in facilitating thd attainment of just and laudable objects in which 
the intersts of your Association are concerned. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

D. MaoFARLAKE, 

Chief Magistrate* 

Calcutta Police Office^ ) 

5ih March, 1835. J 


To R. Lattey, Esq. 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association,, 
Sm, 

It has been proposed to Government to make a Law on the subject 
of Apprenticeship based on the Laws in force in England. It is 
said that when boys arc taken as Apjirentices by the Shop-keepers and 
Tradesmen of Calcutta, it is usual lo have formal deeds drawn up, but 
that from the want of a Law such deeds cannot be enforced, and that 
consequently, the Masters are liable to lose the services of their Appren- 
tir^ea as soon as they have learned their business, and are capable of 
being useful. The Masters, it is represented, desire a Law to secure 
to them the gratuitous services of their Apprentices for a certain 
time, in return for their expense and troubfe in teaching them their 
trade or business ; and the ' Patrons and Managers of the various 
Institutions for the education of boys, it is stated, consider it an 
important object to give»a legal sanction to Apprenticeship, in order 
that Tradesmen and Shop-keepers may be encouraged to employ 
Apprentices more ^ihan they have hitherto done, which will afford 
additional means for providing for ^ boys educated at those institu- 
tions, particularly such as are orphans. 

2. The chief of the provisions which have been proposed are, that 
Apprentices may be bound by persons licensed by two Justices, to 
householders of Calcutta using any art, mystery, trade or. manual 
t>ccupation there, and'^that every Apprentice so bound shall be com- 
pelled to serve; A^gjffrenticeship to cease at the age of 21 ; subject 
to that provisiortjth'o Apprenticeship to be for a shorter period than 
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5 years ; the contract to/bp in writing and registered at the Police 
Office; upon death of Master before expiration of Apprenticeship 
a proportionate part of the fee to be returned to Apprentice ; Appren- 
tice may then be bound to a second Master for the remainder of the 
term for which he was first bound ; Apprenticeship contract may bo 
dissolved by one or more Justices'; Masters to lodge, feed, clothe and 
maintain Apprentices ; for misusing or ill-treating Apprentices liable 
to fine not exceeding 200 Rupees, and in default of payment to he 
committed to prison fdr any period not exceeding three months; Ap- 
prentice, for disobedience, misconduct, insolence or neglect of duty, 
liable to be sent to the House of Correction for a period not exceed- 
ing one mouth, and there kept to hard laJ)oiir, and while there, if a 
male, to be once, twice or thrice privately whipped. 

3. I am dirooteu by the Law Commissioners to request that you 
will favour them with your opinion whether an enactment to legalize 
and regulate Apprenticeship is requisite, and that you will bo so 
good as to explain upon what grounds your opinion is formed. The 
Law Commissioners wish particularly to bo informed whether prac- 
tically Shop-keepers and Tradesmen are deterred from taking Ap- 
prentices at present by the want of power to compel them to serve 
according to contract, and whether in your opinion it is probable that 
Apprentices will be more commonly engaged by them, if power be 
given for this purpose. Further the Law Commissioners wish to bo 
favored with any remarks that may occur to you as to the adequacy 
or inadequacy of the proposed provisions, and they will be obliged to 
you for any suggestions for their amendment. 

I have the honor toJ|)e, Sir, ■ 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. C. C. SUTHERLAND, 
/Secy, Indian Law Commission. 

Indian Law Com, Office, \ 
the 23rd /Sept. 1843. J 
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To J. C. C. SuTHmANp, Esa. 

Secretary to the Law CommisHon. 

Sir, ‘ 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of date 
the 23rd of September last, requesting the. opinion of the Trade 
Association as to whether an enactment to legalize and regulate 
Apprenticeship is requisite, aftd also to state and explain the grounds 
upon which the opinion of the Association is formed. 

The subject referred for the opinion of the Trade Association en- 
gaged its attention in the year 1835, to which it was called by a 
circumstance arising out of the desertion of an Apprentice from the 
firm of Messers. Jessop an|l Co., at a period when his services had 
become exceedingly valuable ; but in consequence of there being no 
Law by which an Apprentice was bound to fulfil his indentures, the 
Magistrates of Calcutta had no power to interfere, as will bo seen by 
the annexed letter marked A.* from the Chief Magistrate to the 
Master of the Association. 

That a Law binding the Apprentice to his Alaster, for the period 
of his indentures, and regulating the condition and obligations of 
both Master and Apprentice is a desideratum, has long been felt by 
the Tradesmen of Calcutta.; such a Law would undoubtedly be mu- 
tually beneficial to Master and Apprentice. 

The opinions of the Members of the Association having now been 
obtained ; in an abstract form, in a paper appended to this, I have 
the pleasure to state ^hat, by them, is considered as necessary to bo 
provided for in any enactment the Legislative Council may be pleased 
to frame. 

r 

The several minutes which have been written on the subject by the 
Master and Members are also appended, and therein will bo found 
the basis of many of the proposals submitted in the abstract above 
alluded to. 

The Association is of' opinion that that part of your communica- 
tion which provided ** that misusing or ill-treating Apprentices shall 


* Soo page 2^3. 
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» 

render the Master liable to a fine not exceeding 200 Rupees, and in 
default of payment to be committed to prison for any period not ex- 
ceeding throe months/' is objectionable, inasmuch as it would tend 
to abate in the mind of the Apprentice the respect due to the Master, 
and thus' materially diminish his authority. 

For cruelty and ill-usage on the part of the Master, it is presumed, 
the Common Law is sufficient protection to an Apprentice. 

I have the honor to bo, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. F. RBMPRY, 
Master Trade Association. 

Calcutta, Trades ITall, \ 
the 3i)th December, 1843. j ^ 

(Abstract.) 

1st. The Law should be adapted for Hindoos and Musslomans as 

*2nd. Tho Law should provide against 
conspiracies of Apprentices. 

3rd. The Master should possess tho 
same power and control over tho Appren- 
tice as the Father over his child. 

4tli. Provision should be made in tho 
articles of indenture, fOr the maintenance 
and support of tho Apprentice in such 
manner as tho Mast^ and the Parent or 
Guardian of tho Apprentice may agree 
upon, cither as an in-door or out-door Ap- 
prentice; with such periodical pecuniary consi3eratiou as may be 
considered proper by the contrUoting parties. 

5th. The Law should give to Magistrates summary power to 
compel Apprentices to perform their covenant. 

6tb. The Law should make it obligatory on the part of the Master, 
and Parent or Guardian of tho Apprentice, to have inserted in tho 
body of tbB indentures, the hours which the Apprentice will be re- 
quired to attend his business, also to specify tho art, trade, or calling 


well as Christians. 

* It is considered that this 
clause may be pro})crly intro- 
duccil, the character, habits 
and mprals of the people of 
this country bcin^y such to 
familiarize youth frcun thoir 
earliest years, with dec(ut and 
intrij^uo, and not unlikely to 
comlune witli workmen or 
others, aia^aiii^theii omjdi , 
in fact every Tradesman i ( ?al - 
cutta must have cxj>eri<. iced 
how readily tho active snK ordi- 
nates in their establishments 
enter into combinations against 
then* employers. 
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he is to be taught, also that the Parent or Guardian is satisfied, before 
the indentures shall be signed^ with the skill and character of the 
Masteri to teach his profession, trade or art. 

7th, The period of Apprenticeship should not extend, for boys, 
beyond seven years, for girls five years, nor be less than four years 
for boys and three years for girls. 

8th. Apprenticeship to cease at the ago of 21 years for boys and 
18 for girls, 

9th. Baptismal certificates, or certificates 'of age, to be furnished 
at the time of entering upon Apprenticeship. 

10th. All indentures to be attested by, and signed in the presence 
of a Magistrate, and registered in the Magistrate’s Oifico. 

11 til. In order to prevent, as much as passible, the Master being 
imposed upon by parties stating the Apprentice to be younger than 
he or she actually is at the time of Apprenticing, and by this means 
putting it in the power of the Apprentice to claim his freedom before 
the period for which he was Apprenticed has expired, and possibly at 
a time when he bad become most useful to his Master, the Guardian 
or Parent, his heirs, executors or administrators shall be subjected to 
a fine equal to double the value of the services so lost to the Master; 
to be adjudged by one or two Magistrates. 

12th. If the Master die, the service of the Apprentice should be 
continued to the widow, if she continue to carry on the tralie ; if she 
do not, it must be made incumbent on the executor to put the Ap- 
prentice to another Master, of the same trade, or to return, out of 
the premium which may have been paid, a fair equivalent for the want 
of remaining instruction, to be decided by one Or two Magistrates. 

13th, A Commission of Bankruptcy or Act of Insolvency shall 
be a discharge to the Apprentice, if he or she like to avail themselves 
of it; and should any premium have been paid at^ the time of inden- 
ture, the Commissioner shall decide, whether any, and what amount 
shall be paid out of the Estate, for the use of such Apprentice, 

. 14th, The Master not to have power to discharge his Apprentfee 
of his'own accor^i l7omplaints from either party to made to two 
Justices of IPeace, 
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15th. An Apprentice ought to be compelled to serve, over and 
above the term of his Apprenticeship, for such time as he may have 
wilfully absented, or to be imprisoned. If he enter the service of 
another person, his Master ought to be entitled to his earnings, and 
ought to have cause of action against the party enticing him away. 


(No. 2160.) 


Sib, 


To THE Master op the Caucotta Trade Association, 

Dated Fort Willi<m^ the 18^4 Noe. 1846. 


I am directed to forward the accompanying printed Copy of a Draft 
Judicial ** Concerning the Binding of Apprentices^* and to 

request that the Trade Association will favor the Deputy 
Governor with their opinion and remarks on its provisions. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. K. YOUNG, 

Under Secy, to the OovL of Bengal. 


To A. R. Young, Esq. 

Under Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal 
Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 
2160, dated the 18th of November last, forwarding two printed 
Copies of a Draft Act concerniag the Binding of Apprentices, and 
requesting the Trade Association will favor His Honor the Deputy 
Governor of Bengal with its opinion and remarks oh its provisions. 

2ttd. F or some time previous to the receipt of your letter, the Act in 
question had been under tbo consideration of the Members of the 
Trade Association ; and having now obtaiued their individual opinions 
as to the probable result of the Draft Act, as it now stands, passing 
into law, regret to say that their unanimous conclusion is, that not 

A 2 
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a Tradesman in Calcutta would, in consequence of the provisions of 
the Act, be induced to take an Apprentice* 

3rd. In order the better to convey to His Honor the opinions of 
the Association as to the several clauses of the Act which they con- 
sider fatal to the result, it is presumed, was contemplated in framing 
the Act, I have taken the liberty of placing in the margin of the 
copy forwarded with your letter under reply, the several alterations 
necessary to ensure its success. 

4th. As it is presumed that His Honor would wfeh to be made 
acquainted with the reasons which have operated in bringing the 
Members of the Trade Association to the conclusion at which they 
have arrived, and which hkve induced them to suggest the alterations 
in the Act, I am requested to state: — 

Istly. That the provisions contained in the Draft Act, seem 
to bo well suited to a country like that of Great Britain, whore 
the moral culture of the youth is of a far higher standard than 
prevails in India. 

2ndly. That the youth of Groat Britain are, from the nature 
of their domestic training, accustomed to obedience, and sel- 
dom think of disputing the authority of those who are placed 
^ over them ; indeed, such a circumstance, as setting at defiance 
tho authority of Parent or Master, in Great Britain, is a wide 
exception ; whilst in this country, from the fact of the youth 
being much mqre accustomed to command than to obey, that 
which forms the exception in Europe, it is feared, would be the 
rule here, under the provisions of the Act as it now stands. 

3rdly. Thut in Great Britain the youth are accustomed to 
perform their own domestic requirements, whilst in this country 
a youth has a native ;servant to do every thing for him, and 
is consequently unaccustomed to that mode of life best fitted to 
render him either a useful or an obedient Apprentice. 

4th1y. That the Members of the Trade Association, have 
watched for years the, methods adopted in most of the private 
and public Scholastic Establishments in regard to the education 
of youths ^||We of opinion, that the absence of a strict sys- 
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tern of discipline, and tlie nature of the studies generallj, are 
iinsuited for boys of the middle and humbler classes of society, 
and being thus unprepared for instruction in useful trades or 
occupations, youths of this^country are not likely to prove obedi- 
ent or attentive Apprentices. 

5tbly. That the deficiency in the means of the moral culture 
in this country, render the strictest discipline the more necessary, 
and the result of the observations of the* Members of the Trade 

t 

Association is the painful conclusion that the youth of this 
country, with few exceptions, are extremely litigious, and are at 
a very tender age possessed of more knowledge of the immorali- 
ties of the world, than those of matune years in Europe: 

5th. Taking the above as the basis of objections to the provisions 
of the Act, the Members of the Trade Association are of opinion : — 

Istly. That sufficient corrective power is not vested in the 
Master, 

2ndly. That Apprentices would avail themselves of the 
power given in the Act, to cause the Master considerable annoy- 
ance. 

Srdly. That Apprentices would feel themselves in a compa- 
rative independent position. 

4thly. That the Master, under the provisions of the Act, 
could not command that respect from his Apprentices which is 
his due, and which is necessary to enable hin^ to control them. 

5thly. That the power of the Master over the Apprentice 
should be similar to that of a Parent or School-master. 

6thly. That the fear of correction would keep Apprentices 
in check. 

7thly. That the measure of ill-usage or ill-treatment should 
be defined to be punishment in excess of what a Parent or School- 
master would be considered Justified in inflicting. 

Sthly. That there are too many legal points at issue in the 
Act, which would be avoided by leaving as much remedy as 
practicable to the Common Law. * 

6th. In conclusion the Members of the Trade Association desire 
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to exprOBB their high sense of the honor which has been con- 
ferred on them by Hie Honor the Deputy Governor, in submitting the 
Draft Act for their opinion and observation. 

, I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. C. LePAGE, 

Master Trader Association, 

Calcutta, Trades Rooms ^ \ 
mh Dec. 1846. / 

Mabginal Notes inserted in the Copy op the Draft Act. 

* ' c 

I. — Following European manners and usages. 

VI. — would be better to leave this part out, making it compul- 
sory for an Apprentice to move on board of any vessel to which the 
Master Attendant or other authorities of Government may see fit to 
appoint him, always provided, that, if bound fOr general service, ho 
shall be liable to serve on board of war vessels, as well as vessels for 
merchandise or stores. 

VIII. — This had batter be omitted, as it would only be a source 
of continued complaint, and instead thereof, insert a clause making 
it compulsory on the part of the owners to provide a proper sleeping 
place below the deck. ' 

XII.—- This doej not s^m to be equitable. It would be better 
were the Master made subject to a fine, for neglecting to register the 
contract within one month. 

XV. — ^This appears to be very unnecessary, and is, in some measure, 
contradictory to the latter clause of the 6th Rule. If an Apprentice 
is bound to the owner, he ought to be bound to serve in any vessel 
belonging to that owner, and if to the Captain of a vessel, in any 
vessel which the Captain commands, provided always that the vessel 
is seaworthy. 

XVIII, — By this the Master is liable to be committed to prison 
for a period of two i^jllths, and 31 provides for appeal against such 
decision ; hut in or^r^to give proper' effect to the benefit of appeal 
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thU clause ought to contain provision for bail Wing taken on notice 
of appeal* ns the object of the law would be answered whether the 
Master suffered his imprisonment instanter, or was made to suffer it 
after appeal. It is also worthy of consideration, whether or not the 
agent of the Master ought not to be made to suffer the consequences 
of his ill-treatment of the Apprentice, when the Master proved that 
such ill-treatment was without his cognizance. Ill-treatment ought 
also here to be defined to be such as would be considered in excess of 
what a Parent or School-master would be justified in inflicting. 

]|^I. — The latter clause is, it is believed, unnecessary, as it 
otSj conveys the power of giving considerable annoyance, when it is 
considered that by 18, the ill-usage of an Apprentice is provided for, 
XXI IL— This appears to bo altogether objectionable, inasmuch 
as it holds out a premium for an Apprentice, who is desirous of get- 
ting rid of his Apprenticeship, of becoming incorrigible — no refund 
of premium should bo allowed, if the Magistrate thinks the Master’s 
demand for cancelling the indentures is just. 

XXIX. — Unnecessary where underlined, for the reasons pointed 
out at 15. 


AnniTioNAii. 

And it is hereby enacted that when any person shall bo bound an 
Apprentice, either by himself, his Parents, or Guardians, and shall 
have stated his age to have been other than is actually the fact, and 
by such means the Master shall lose his services at the most valu- 
able period of his Apprenticeship, by the Apprentice being enabled 
to demand his freedom, it shall be lawful for any two JustijDOs of the 
Peace to inflict a fine on the Apprentice, Parent or Guardian equal 
to the value of the services lost to the Master, and in default of the 
payment thereof, to levy the same by distress and sale of the goods 
and chatties of the Apprentice, Parent or Guardian, and if there 
shall not be found sufficient goods and chatties whereon to levy the 
same, to commit offender to prison until the fine shall be dis- 
charged t provided that he shall not be kej[lt in prison for a poriod 
exceeding that of the pOriod of services lost to the Master. 
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Ii. 

To THE Right Hok’ble Loud William Cavendish Bentinck, g, c. b. . 

Gomrn^f -General of Indian dfc, Jhc* Sc, 
May it please Your Lordship, 

Impressed, as wo are, with the loss which this country must sus- 
tain by yourXordship*s departure and resignation of your high office, 
we cannot allow so important an event'to take place without express- 
ing our humble but sincere regret, thaf the state of your Lordship’s 
health should have rendered it necessary. 

When we consider the advantages which the liberal and enli|^(ien- 
ed policy pursued by your Lordship, has bestowed on this country, 
and the encouragement which has been eteadily and openly held out 
to the industrious mechanic, as well as the man of science, we cannot 
as Tradesmen but feel great satisfaction in looking back to the past 
years of your Lordship's administration. 

The countenance we have received at your Lordship’s hands in 
our endeavours as a body, to make ourselves useful in protecting the 
interests of the Calcutta Trades, and promoting the comfort and 
security of the inhabitants of this metropolis, will c^erate as a stimu- 
lus to still greater exertions; and while we express our gratitude f# 
several encouraging marks of your Lordship’s approbation of the 
past, we trust that no future act of the Trade Association will ren- 
der us unworthy of your Lordship’s good opinion. 

We will not dwell on the political acts of your Lordship’s govern- 
ment, that being a subject beyond our province, but we cannot allow 
the present opportunity to pass away without adverting to the 
cncourngcmcnt which has been held out for the diffusion of education 
over the hitherto neglected region of British India — a policy which 
CAunot fall to benefit all classes of subjects, and for the adoption of 
which the natives of this country especially, must ever regard your 
Lordship as their greatest beuefactor. , 

We trust, that^ .your Lordship will long live to witness the good 
effects of a sys]^^ which could only h^ve emanated from a benevo- 
lent and exafc^;miud, ai.d hope that you may enjoy, in another coun- 
try, a comiiw renovation of health, and belong spared to aid with 
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your influence and talents tlie advancement of the happiness of the 
people of this vast dependancy of the British Crown, by a continuance 
of thVt enlightened and liberal policy which has peculiarly distin- 
guished your Lordship’s administration. 

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, your Lordship’s most 
obedient humble servants, 

on behalf of the Members, 

A. ROGERS, 

Master of the Association, 

THE GOVERNOR GENEiJaL’S REPLY. 

“ I thank you sincerely for your Address. Your kind interest in 
my welfare — your favourable opinion of my humble endeavours to 
promote the good of the community, convey a gratification, that it 
is easier to feel than to" express. 

Your Association had, from its commencement, my bovst-wishes for 
its success. The state of credit stood upon the most rotten footing — 
the fraudulent and unprincipled alone profited by it — the honest buyer 
and seller were the victims. It was not possible for the single efforts 
of the most honest Tradesman to overcome the practice ; but the 
whole Trade have effected a thorough reform, most creditable to those 
who devised and accomplished it, and most useful to the public at 
large. 

‘‘ The further direction of your attention to objects of a more pub- 
lic nature, and unconnected with your immediate^ and separate inter- 
ests, is highly laudable, and deserves particular commendation. 
The improvepaents of many of the municipal arrangements of this 
great city cah best be promoted by the inhabitants •themselves. But 
in this rapidly changing society, large associations only can ensure 
permanency of system, uniformity of execution, and perseverance in 
carrying it on, and incorporating with it all useful improvements. 

Having been for many years a warm advocate for reform, I have 
contemplated with pleasure the great benefits, derived from that mea- 
sure by the larger admission into the Councils of the Kingdom, of 
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the intelligence and patriotism of those classes, which had previous- 
ly been in a glreat degree excluded* A somewhat similar feeling is ex- ^ 
cited by the present transaction. It is the exaltation of a class^a 
new infusion of independence and usefulness, working for the benefit 
of all, which delights me* You represent, and worthily, the respect- 
ability, the knowledge, and enlightened principles of the same classes 
in our own country. Your connection with every branch of business 
enable you to judge, how, all, separately and collectively are affected 
by the public institutions, and by the measures of those who pre- 
side over them. And yours is an impartial and independent evidence, 
of which, if favourable, any Government would have reason to be 
proud — I am so — and beg i6 repeat through you, to the community 
at large, my grateful acknowledgments for the comfort, which the 
manifestation of so much kindness and good-will must impart to the 
remaining period of my life, whatever be my lot, health or sickness- 
prosperity or adversity*** 


in. 

To J. Crawford,. Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

A knowledge of the deep interest you take in Indian affairs and 
favorable assurances from many of your friends in 'Calcutta, induce 
me to hope, you will pardon the liberty I take on behalf and by desire 
of the Association, in consigning to your care and soliciting your 
good offices in support of a Petition to the two Houses of Parliament 
praying a reductioil or equalization of the Duties on East and West 
India produce. 

Similar petitiopa have been d?awn up by the Agricultural Society 
of India, and by the Calcutta Chamber o! Commerce ; the former 
was taken home by Sir Robert Calqubon, late a President of the So- 
ciety and;% latter by Lord William Bentinck. Both these Gentle- 
men doubt not* aid our Petition with all their influence, ind if 

we. fortunate as to be favored with your ekortions in our behalf 
^nall be most thankful. Wo are aware that you are not at 
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present in Parliament, but wo hope and expect you will be dre this 
letter reaches you, whether this be the case or not, wo feel assured that 
in a matter of so much importance to the Interest of British India 
wo ahall be favored with your support. 

We have it not as yet in our power to offer pecuniary acknowledg- 
ment for the services wo now solicit, but the Association will be most 
thankful for yoiir aid, and happy to repay ^y incidental charges 
which may attend the receipt of the Petition an^ other necessary ex- 
penses, to meet which, I have the pleasure to enclose you a letter of 
credit on George Thorpe and A. Rogers, 38, Great Winchester Street, 
for (£50) fifty Pounds. 

The late dissolution of Parliament has (Occasioned many changes in 
the members composing it, and a further dissolution of Parliament 
being anticipated, the Association are at a loss to fix on those mombors 
whom they might wish and would solicit to undertake the presenta- 
tion of their Petition, and they must beg for your kind ofiices in this, 
as in other respects they may hereafter be enabled to recommend a 
member of each House to you, in that case, I shall take the liberty 
of addressing you again on this subject. 

With humble apologies for the liberty which I deem it my duty to 
take in thus addressing you, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. ROGERS, 

Master. 

Calcutta Trade Booms, \ 

the 2Qth May, 1835. J 

To THE Eiani Honorable irih Lords Sfiritual and Tbmpoiial 
IN Parliament Assembled. , 

The Petition of the Members of the Calcutta Trade Association. 

RBSPECTPtTLLY Sbewetu, — That your Petitioners are Members of 
a Society, for several years past established in Calcutta, under the 
name of the Calcutta Trade Association, /* for the purpose of 
watching jover the interests of the Trades of Calcutta. 
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That your ■ Petitioners arc deeply interested in the culture and ex- 
port of Sugar, Tobacco, CofFoo* Silk, Cotton and other articles of 
produce, suited to the homo markets. 

That your Petitioners have found, from long experience, that the 
export trade of Caloutta, as well as the manufacturing and agricul- 
tural interests of Bengal, is very seriously and injuriously limited, 
while the interests CjpjEngland are not promoted, by the duties to 
which several of tho above-mentioned articles are subjected, on their 
importation into Great Britain, in excess to the duties which aro 
levied on the same articles when imported from any British possession 
in America and the Mauritius. 

Tho duties to which your Petitioners refer, and to which they 
respectfully but earnestly solicit the attention of your Bight Honor- 
able House, are the imposition of eight shillings tho evoU on Sugar, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of any British possossipii with- 
in the limits of the East India Company’s Charter, and imported 
from thence, beyond the amount of duty on the same article from- 
tho West Indies and the Mauritius, which is charged only at. tho' 
rate of twenty-four shillings tho cxot» whilst that from the East India 
possossions'^is charged at the rate of thirty-two shillings tho cwL 

The additional duty of six shillings the gallon on the British 
East Indian Rum; that of tho West Indies being subject to a duty 
of only nine shillings tho gallon, while that of the East Indies is 
snbjcct to a duty of fifteen shillings tho gallon. The additional 
duty of three pence the pound on Tabacco and Coffee, from this 
country, beyond what is charged upon the same articles from tho 
West Indies. 

I 

While it appears that British India is charged the same rate of 
duty on Haw Silk as foreign countries, not British possessions ; it is 
really charged 25 •per cent, more— because the duty is not admlorem, 
but fixed bn each lb. of Silk of whatever quality ; and Italian, French 
and Chinese Silks are, ’on the average, 25 per cent, superior to 
East Indian.* 

• Not loTX^ ifuHos ad valorem l)ear8eqiullylmrd on East India Stujar, R,m, 
Tobacco ^MVolloii, all of wlucli aro infiarior to tho produce of other comitties. ' 
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Tliat Silk Piece Goods of British manufacture arc admitted into , 
Calcutta on a duty of 21 per cent, while similar Silk Piece Goods 
of British Indian manufacture arc chargOnblo, and charged, with a 
duty of 20 per cent, on importation into Great Britain. 

That on Cotton Piece Goods manufactured in British India, an 
import duty is charged in Groat Britain of lO per cent, while similar 
Cotton Piece Goods of British manufacture arc admitted into Cal- 
cutta on a duty of 2ii pdr cent. 

In this, their grave representation, involving vast interests on 
both sides, your Petitioners would not presume and would not wish, 
to use language that might scorn addressed to the feelings rather than 
to the reason of Parliament. Your Petitioners would desire to take tho 
best and liigliost ground — that of reciprocal advantage, but they cannot 
refrain from remarking that while tho mother country blights tlio 
agricultural and manufacturing energies of this country by the ini^ 
position of excessive duties on Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Silk and Cotton, 
and otlier articles as specified in the accompanying schedule, India 
is forced to bribe British manufactures into competition with its own 
industry unaided by machinery, at a light duty of 2i percent, which 
is the same rate of duty as Government imposes in Calcutta upon 
the manufactures of Bengal ; and further to impose prohibitory du- 
ties on foreign manufactures, to protect the British. 

Your Petitioners beg most earnestly to submit for the considera- 
tion of your Right Honorable House, the justice and expediency of 
removing the obstacles above stated, and encouraging the cultivation 
and export of the important articles above enumerated, by equaliz- 
ing the duties oh them, with those imposed ou f^imilar productions 
of other British colonies. 

C Signed by all the Members, of the Association, ) 



( 204 ) 

COMPARATIVE TARLB OF DUTIES. 


JJntiei chaTfjed in Briiain on the ImporUition of MeT- 
chandizey tfte growth^ produce or imnvfticiure of 
Brituh India. 


ARTICLES. £ d 


Duties ctmrmd in British 
India on the Importaiion 
of MerchiindizCt the growth; 
produce or mxtnufachvre (f 
Great JirUa/in a7id Ireland. 


BootSy S/ioc«— Women's Boots* per 

dozen * 1 16 

iShoes 1 6 

Men’s Boots .... 2 14 

Shoes 1 4 

Baggage* 

Borax — Refined cwt. 0 10 

Carriagesf of al 1 sorts every £100 val. 30 0 

C«rwj:)W— Refined .T. cwt. 2 0 

T allow. . cwt. 3 3 

Wax ....lb. 0 2 


ol . 

0 J^Ad valorem 2J per cent. 

0 r 

OJ 

0 —None imported. 

0 — Ad valorem 2i per cent. 
0 —None imported. 

A ' 

g Ad valorem 2 J per cent. 


Carpets fo^r every £100 val 20 0,0 


Empty £100 val. 

Coals ..per ton of 20 cwt. 

Coffefi per lb. 

Voir Hope cwt. 

Cotton Manufactures .... £l00 val. 
Made up. £l00val 
Embi'oidering and needle^work, 

every £l00 value 

Furniture * . £ 100 val. 

Straw, not exceeding 22 

inches diameter per doz. 

Ditto exceeding 22 inches 

Huts — Felt, Hair, Woollen, Bea* 

ver. . each 

/row— Cast.. .. , every £lU0 val. 

Wrought every £l00 val 

Jetvek — Emerald, Rpbies and other 
precious Stones except Diamonds, 

set for every £l00 value 

Unset 


50 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 5 
10 0 
20 0 

30 0 
20 0 

3 a 

6 16 

0 10 
10 0 
20 0 


20 *0 
10 0 


Wholly of Wool, free. 
Of Wool and Cotton. 

Ad valorem 2| per cent. 
0 —Ad. valorem 2J per cent. 
0 —Ad valorem per cent. 
9 — None imported, 

0 —Ad valorem 2| per cent. 

on 

0 ' 

j>Ad valorem 2 J per cent. 

oj 

0 —Ad valorem 2^ pfer cent. 

1 


0 

0 

6 

0 1 

0 i 


>Ad valorem 2J per cent. 


Free. 


Free. 


* All wearing apparel and baggage, accompanying the Proprietor, to Britain, of 
wliatover dosoription and from all Countries, except Bast India A'iindeSf are to be de- 
livered, the duty free. This oppressive exception ought to be rospindod. ^ 
t British Caniages ore equally charged with 80 per cent. Duty on being ro-import- 
cd into Britain, except taken back by the self same individuals who exported them. 
This aggravates the hardship of expossivo duty and amounts to a prohibition to 
British Carriages purchased in India being taken out of this Country. 
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l)iiHc$ charged iii Br^ain m the mpoHaiim of Mer- Duties ' charged in, British 

cltandize, tl(,e growth, frcniuce (yi' mmufacinre 0 India on ike Tmportaiiun 
British India. of Merchandize^ the growth^ 

produce or manvfakure*<if 
. iireat Britain and Ireland* 


ARTICLES 

Leather, viz*— Pieces cut into shapes, 
or any articles made of Leather, 
manufacture of which Leather is 
the most valuable part, for every 
£100 val : . 

Hides, Dry. per cwt. 

Wet 

Tanned .... 

Cut and trimmed ... 

Pieces of such Hides 
Tanned, curried or dressed ... 


Cut or trimmed 

Feathers — For Birds cwt. 

Fancy dressed as Paddy Birds, 

'"&c. £l00 value cwt. 

Undressed ditto . . 

Down Ib. 

Ginger .. 


Mats .for every £l00 val. 

Fainter* 8 Colours — Manufactured, 

for every £l00 value 

Not manufactured 

Ferfvmery every £100 val. 

Pickles per gallon 

Plate :* — Of Gold oz. troy 

Silver 

Ditto part gilt 

Ditto ungilt 

Seed— Mustard ........ per basket 

5.27^:— Manufactures of Silk or Silk 
and other material, for every £100 
Millinery Silk — ^Turbans and Caps 

each 

Hats and Bonnets 

Dresses each 

Soap ...... per cjvt. 

Soft 

SpiVtfe— Not Sweetened Spirit per 

gallon 

Sweetened Spirit, Shrub, Cor- 
dials, &c 

Sfeei— Manufactured, every £100 val 


. £ 

s* 

d. 



Ad valorem 2 J per cent 

30 

0 

0^ 

0 

2 

4 ' 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 Ad valorem 2^ per cent. 

0 

0 

4i 

0 

0 


2 

4 

0^ 

20 

*0 

0 > Ad valorem 2,J per cent. 

10 

0 

0 \ 

0 

1 

3 ] 

0 

11 

0— None imported* 

6 

0 

0 — Ad valorem 24 per cent. 

■» 

lO 

0 

0 1 Ad valorem 24 per cent. 

5 

0 

0 1 

20 

0 

0 —Ad valorerp 24 per cent, 

0 

1 

6 — Ad valorem 24 per cent 

3 l6 

9 \ 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

4 

6 3 

0 

8 

9 — Ad valorem -2J per cent. 

20 

0 

»] ■ 

0 15 

Q SAd valorem 2} pec cent 

1 

5 

0 . ' 

2 10 

0 J • 

1 

1 

8 

3 

Q ' Atl valorem 2i per cent 

0 

15 

Q In wood 10 per cent In 
^ > bottle ad valorem lO 

1 

io 

0 y per cent. 

20 

0 

Q f Free, if British ; if Fo- 
\ reign 5 per cent. 


British Plato is charged with a duty of 25 per cent, dn being ro4mportod unless 
an affidavit be made that Brawlmck was not paid on exportation. This is in ofiect a 
prohibition to taking back British Plate bought in India. 
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TJnila charged hi Britain on the Importaiimi of Mer- 
chandizCf the growthf produce or mamifactnre of. 
BrUm India. 


ARTICLES, £ d. 


Duties charged in British 
hidia on the Imporiatuni 
of Merchandizey the grotfrih, 
produce or manufacture id 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


being refined, . per cwt. 1 12 
Refined 8 8 

Tobacco per lb. 0 3 

Toys ’ . every £I00 val. 20 0 

Turnery every £l()0 val. 30 0 

Wasc — Sealing.. .. every £ 1 00 val. 30 0 

Woollens every £100 val. 15 0 

Made up or partly so every £l0^) val. 20 0 


Unrefined 5 per cent. Sea 
0 and 5 per cent ^ Town 
Duty ; refined British 2 .J 
[)cr cent. 


0 




0 


P< 

lO per cent. * Se?t and 4 


) ans.’per maund fee. 

Q ) 2,i per cent if British ; 

i 6 per cent. Foreign. 

0 — Ad valorem 2.i-per cent, 
t) — Ad valorem 2i per cent. 

J \ Free. 


N. 

To T. J. Taylor, Esq. * 

Secretdtry^ Custom Committee. 

Sir, 

Having learned that the Calcutta Customs Regulations were about 
to be subjected to the consideration of a committee, with a view to 
their improYomont, I brought the subject to the notice of the Calcutta 
Trade ABSOciation, in the hope that tlio experience of some of its 
members might enable them to point out those regulations which 
were deemed oppressive or inconvenient, and suggest improvements in 
others calculated both, to preserve the interests of the government, and 
to afford facilities to the Merchant or Tradesman in his transaction 
with the Custom House. 

The subject was very fully discussed at Several meetings, of the 
Trade Association, and the accompanying papers marked A. B. C. D. 
arc submitted as embodying the result, 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. ROGERS, 



Master of the Association, 
lith February i 1835, 

of places other than the United Kingdom, Foreign Fnropo or 


Amorim 
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Customs and Post Office Committee^ 

Calcutta^ &th May^ 1835. 

To 

The Master of the Trade Association Calcutta, 

Sir, 

I have had the honor of laying before the Committee for revision of 
Cufttoms and Post Office Dopartnieuts of India, your obliging com- 
munication of the 14th February, with its several enclosures, and am 
directed to request frbna you detailed information on the following 
points : — 

It is stated generally, that the commercial community at Calcutta 
are subjected to much inconvenience bjfc the coutiniiod alterations of 
forms at the Custom House. The committee requests to bo distinct- 
ly informed what particular forms are hero alluded to as having been 
changed, the periods at which such alterations were made and by what 
authority they were directed. 

With reference to the observation that commanders of ships are 
subjected to much inconvenience from being required to furnibh a 
manifest of their Cargoes from Kedgeree, I avail myself of tins 
opportunity to state that orders have been isgued from the Marino 
Board for the discontinuance of the practise complained of. 

As respects the inconvenience complained of, that Commanders are 
compelled to make affidavits of their Lists of Crew and Passengers at 
the Police Olfice, application has been preferred to the Chief Magis* 
trato as to whether this practise can be legally dispensed with, tho 
result of which reference shall be duly communicated to you. 

In conclusion I bog to state that other several suggestions convey- 
ed in your communication now rendered noticeable, shall meet with 
duo attention. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

T. J. TAYLOR, 

Secretary, 
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To Capt, T, J. Tatlob, 

Secretary to the Cmlom and Po$t djff^e Committee. 
Sin, . 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under date the 
8th inst. 

In the 2d Par; you ktate that the Custom*s Committee request 
to bo informed, what the particular Forms are, the changing of 
which have subjocted the Commercial Community of Calcutta to the 
serious inconvenience complained of generally hi our letter of the 14th 
February, also to be informed the period at which such alterations 
were made, and by what authority they were directed. , 

1 have submitted your letter to the Committee of our Association, 
and anv requested to express their regret at being unable to afford all 
tho information required, no Member having kept a record of the 
dates at which their business has been impeded by tho changes in the 
forms for transacting it at the Custom House, nor are they aware by 
what authority those changes were directed, our Committee request 
mo to submit that the information sought, may be correctly obtained 
by our examination of the Forms of Export and Import applications 
&;o. for the last 5 years which are filed at the Custom House, 
these will abundantly prove that the remarks contained in our letter 
with reference to tho vexatious changes of the Forms at tho Custom 
House were just, and that the grievance complained of requires 
immediate reform. 

I am further rcques<ied to submit respectfully for the consideration 
of the Committee of Customs as a remedy for part of the mischief 
arising from some of tho changes referred to, that the uncontrolled 
power now vested in the Collector in the following points bo loitA- 
drawn : — ' * 

Ist. To admit or reject such forms of certificates as accompany 
letters of advice for the purpose of protecting from further duty here, 
Goods that have already paid the whole, or part of it at some other 
place within the Company’s Charter. 

2d. To admit or ryeot certificates of goods comidTg from China, 
Singapore, Bombay, dsc. &c. in.evedenco of origin. 
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3rd. The charge now imposed, (on British Merchants m particular,) 
by the Ooliector here on each certificate granted in proof of special 
articles imported, to enable their friends in England to cancel Bonds 
entered into for due evidence of importation, this charge is 5 Rupees 
for an original ; 5 for Duplicate, and 5 for Triplicate. 

The Committee could furnish many other examples, but for the diffi- 
culty of explaining in writing, the alterations of forms which can bo 
seen at one glance on reference to the papers to which they have 
referred ; and ,the Members will gladly attend and give viva voce 
evidence, if required, of the Committee of the Trade Association. 

I am requested to offer their grateful acknowledgments for the 
prompt attention which has been given to thoir suggestions, and fur- 
ther to state that the Members generally, are most desirous, with 
thoir humble efforts, to aid forward the important objects now under 
consideration by the Committee of Customs. 

I have the honor to bo, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. ROGERS, 
Master, 

16t7i May, 1835. 

To F. F. CouRTNAV, Esq. 

Private Secretary to the Most Nolle 

the Governor General of India, 
Sib, 

I have the honor to forward the accompanying Memorial from the 
Calcutta Trade Association, with the request thajt you will do me the 
favor to lay it before The Most Noble The Governor General of 
India. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

C. J. PITTAR, 

Master^ Calcutta, Trade Association. 

Calcutta, Trade Rooms, \ 
the iZth Nov. / 

B 3 
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MEMORIAL. 

To TtlB MOST NOBLE JaMBS AnDREW, MaRQUIS OP DaLHOUSIE. 

K. T. Governor General of India. 

The Memorial of the Master^ Wardens 
afid Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association. 

Respectfully Siieweth, 

That your Memorialists respectfully represent to your Lordship 
the unnecessary . difficulties and expense to whichT the Merchant 
Trader is put in order to obtain, on the day of record, a correct 
return of the daily Commercial Imports and Exports of Calcutta; 
arising out of the practice hitherto recognized by the Customs De- 
partment, in permitting two of the subordinate Clerks or Officers of 
the Custom-house, the exclusive use of information which the official 
records of that Department can alone supply, and which information 
can only be purchased and obtained from the said Clerks or Officers 
by the payment to them ; of heavy and unreasonable charges. 

Your Memorialists would wish to avoid troubling your Lordship 
upon a matter like this of mere detail, could your Memorialists have 
met with a remedy from the deputed authorities under your Lord- 
ship ; but, certain Members of your Memorialists’ body have at various 
times sought without success, the removal of the difficulties, and in 
a recent instance an appeal has been made in succession to the Col- 
lector of Customs, the Board of Customs, and the Deputy Governor 
of Bengal, and on each occasion has been met by these authorities, 
with a refusal to interfere with existing arrangements. 

The circumstandes disclosed in the prosecution of the appeals 
abovementioned, show that the import' and export supervisors of the 
Custom-house, under the sanction of Government, confirmed by a 
supposed . letter of copyright, have the exclusive control and use of 
the Registers of Commercial Imports and Exports of Calcutta ; that 
these records are^^^hheld from the public and supplied only to those 
parties, whom ^^saiij, supervisors 'may feel disposed to accommodate; 
for the,piij][i^||it of money or other considerations, a practice alto- 
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gcthcr at variance with the usage in Commercial Ports and Cities 
generally, and with the principles of Trade now so universally re- 
coguized, presenting a serious and needless obstruction to a legiti- 
mate source of information, important and necessary to the Merchant. 

Your Memorialists desire to represent that the sanction and recog- 
nition accorded to the supervisors to communicate information from 
the Eegisters under their charge, removes all ground of objection for 
its general communication to the public, and your Memorialists 
therefore respectfully solicit that your Lordship will be pleased to 
issue such orders on your Memorialists’ prayer as will confirm their 
reasonable expectations, and thereby pronounce a negation to the 
exclusive use of information from public records for private emolu- 
ment. 

Your Memorialists have the honor to be your Lordship’s 

most obedient humble servants, 

C. J. PITTAR, 

\Zih Nov. 1850. Master^ Calcutta^ Trade Association, 


To Mu. C. J. Pimu, 

Master, Calcutta, Trade Association, 

Sm, 

In reply to your Memorial of the 13th instant representing on tlio 
part of the Trade Association the difficulty experienced in obtaining 
information from the Customs Department in Calcutta, relative to tho 
Commercial Imports and Exports of the Port; I am directed to ac- 
quaint you, that, under orders from the Governor General, a commu- 
nication on the subject has been at once addrcs|ed to His Honor the 
Deputy Governor of Bengal. ,You will be further informed hereafter. 

I have tho honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. M. ELLIOT, 


Secretary to the Government of India, 

with the Governor General, 


Camp Lahore, 
the ZOth November, 1850 


.} 
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To TH? Right Honorable Loro Atjcklano, Governor General 
OF India in Council. 

The humble Petition of the Master, Wardens 
and Members of the Trade Association 
of Calcutta* 

Sheweth, 

That your Petitioners* Association was formed on the 5th July 
1830, and that its institution, and the objects it embraced, were 
honored with tho approbation of tho Right Honorable tord William 
Bontinch then Governor General of India, and all tho Judges of Her 
Majesty's Supreme Court. 

That your Petitioners* Association was Invariably permitted by 
Lord William Bentinck, and the late Governor General Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, to offer to Government their Memorials, and. submit their 
respectful suggestions,, not only on matters having immediate rela- 
tion to their own interests, but also on subjects of general and mu- 
nicipal importance. 

That your Petitioners have always been, and will always endeavour 
to be, most guarded when venturing to address the Government, in 
confining their applications to matters which affect themselves as 
the Trading Body of Calcutta, or in which, as such Body, they may 
avowedly have peculiar means of affording information. 

That your Petitioners most respectfully submit, that of all others 
in this community, they are tho most immediately affected by those 
reforms in the administration of tho Civil and Criminal Justice of 
this City, for which the Inhabitants have recently petitioned your 
Lordship in Council. * 

That your Petitioners have long and maturely considered what 
effect these reforin^ would produce, and their unanimous conviction 
18 , that tho prosed alterations will remove many of the existing 
evils in the a(|^mistration of Justice, and in the municipal arrange- 
ments of t]i^;|/ity, and also work effects more salutary, than any 
other are calculated to accomplish. 
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That as regards the introduction of Trial by Jurv in Civil cases, 
it wiir extend to this Town that great blessing in British Law, which 
gives^tho decision of matters of fact to tho most compotont tribunal, 
and takes it from tho Judges, whose legal education, according to 
the candid and upright avowal of Chief Justice Ryan and Mr. Jus- 
tice Grant, little fits them for such purpose. That as a further 
confirmation of how much more essential it is in this country, than 
in England, that Juries, and not Judges should decide on matters 
of fact, your Petitioners would respectfully call to your Lordsliip s 
notice, that the Juries of Calcutta arc most of them intimately con- 
versant with the language, the habits, the notions,. feelings, customs 
and prejudices, of the Natives, who' form Uio great body of witnesses 
in tlio Supremo Court, while the Judges are unacquainted with the 
language, rarely being with the people, and derive all tlicir informa- 
tion regarding local peculiarities, more from report, than from per- 
sonal knowledge. ' 

That your Petitioners arc well convinced that in no part of tho 
world, (where the presiding Judges arc not corrupt) is the Jifllculty 
of obtaining Justice so great as in tho Courts of the East India 
Company, and that tho evil is principally occasioned by the evidence 
of the witnesses being taken in private by inferior officers of the 
Court, and the consequent want of that groat check to perjury of 
viva voce examination and cross-examinatiou. That the practice 
of the common Law Courts of England, in which wntnesscs are 
openly examined and cross-exandned in the presence of Juries, by 
Advocates long trained in the detection and exposure of falsehood, 
afifords the best remedy for the frightful evils of perjury, (so prevalent 
in this country,) which human ingenuity lias as yet devised, and your 
Petitioners look forward with confidence that the establishment of 
this system in the metropolis of India, will gradually extend itself 
through this great Empire, and will be attended with effects, equally 
salutary with those which it has produced in the Singalcse nation. 

That your Petitioners humbly submit; that the free principles of 
the British constitution, make it the right of the Governed to ask of 
their Rulers for such reforms in tho administration of Justice, as arc 
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calculated to enhance its purity and efficacy, and that the only just 
grounds for a refusal must rest, on the impracticahilUy, or inexpe- 
diency of the change. That the practicability of introducing trial 
by Jury in Civil cases depends solely on there being a sufficiently 
'numerous body of competent Jury-men. That your Petitioners 
believe that if education, and respectability of employment and station 
were made the qualification of Jury-men, instead, as it now is, the 
amount of income, and if the whole of Calcutta were made subject 
to due jurisdiction, instead of the Suburbs being divided from the 
City, the Jury list would, in a short time, contain between three and 
four thousand persons, and that this large number would not have to 
decide on more than one hundred and fifty causes in the year. 

That it is on the Inhabitants only, that the inconvenience of 
attending the Juries would fall, yet fifty-seven years ago, when thoso 
who were qualified were few in number, they voluntarily made a 
tender to Parliament of their services as Jurors, and pledged them- 
selves to perform such services, alledging, “ that every Englishman 
set too high a value on this valuable privilege to decline the perform- 
ance of a duty, on which the safety of the community so essentially 
depends.” That so far from this feeling in favour of Juries having 
declined, that in April 1832, other Petitions were forwarded to Ills 
Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament signed by three thousand 
one hundred and twenty Inhabitants of this City, in which they 
stated that they looked to the extension of Jury-trial “ as a mea- 
sure calculated to foster increasing reverence for British maxims 
of administration) to enlarge the sphere of mutual intercourse by 
the participation qf important Civil^ duties, to soften down the dis- 
cordances of character in this mixed population, by a sense of mutual 
dependence, and to raise the standard of private morals, by submit- 
ting the dealings of individuals to the test of public npinion,” 

That since this Petition was forwarded to England the Inhabitants 
of the City have held two public meetings convened by their high 
Sheriff, aiK^i^petitioned your Lordship in Council aud your prede- 
cessor, tp ^^aut tlio^boon which they have so long and so eagerly 
sought* , • 
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That in regard to the expediency of the measure, y6ur Petitioners 
with confidence submit, that none can be so capable of deciding on 
the necessity and efficacy of its introduction, as the Judges by whom 
Justice is administered, the Counsels who practise in the Court, the 
Attornies who conduct the cases, and the Suitors whose interests are 
at stake* The opinions of all these have been so fr^ucntly and 
openly expressed, that they have long been a matter of notoriety, 
while this Petition to your Lordship from the Associated Trades- 
men of Calcutta is not among the least proofs of the general desire 
for the change. 

That your Petitioners also most respectfully submit, that the esta- 
blishment of the General and Quarter Sessions vested with the same 
powers and jurisdiction, as are exorcised by these Courts in England, 
would materially facilitate the administration of Justice in this 
Town, and be productive of great improvement in the municipal ar- 
rangements. That by the 48th Section of the 9th of Geo. IV. c, 
74, an appeal to the General or Quarter Sessions is given to all 
persons convicted before a single Magistrate, or where the penalty 
shall exceed fifty Rupees, of the term of imprisonment exceed one 
month* That by the 50th Section every conviction by a Justice of 
the Peace is directed to be transmitted to the General or Quarter 
Sessions, and to be kept by the proper officer among the records of 
the Court, and that a copy of such conviction shall ho valid cvidcnco 
against the person tried for a repetition of the offence. That these 
two wise provisions of the Legislature^ providing a remedy for in- 
dividuals who may be aggrieved, and increasing the punishment of 
obstinate offenders, are both defeated by the wan^ of that Court, to 
which power has been given for^ these purposes. 

That the necessity of this Court of Appeal has become infinitely 
greater in consequence of a recent Act of the Legislative Council, by 
which one Magistrate is vested with powers which by English Law 
are only entrusted to two. That when your Petitioners reflect that 
by the 97th Section of the Indian Criminal Act (9, Geo- IV. c. 74,) 
two Justices of Peace may commit to hard labour for a twelve 
month, and also inflict two public whippings; they cannot but con- 
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sidcr that tho alteration of the English Act of Parliament, and the 
vesting of such power in one individual has a nearer relation to the 
spirit which prevailed in governing India under Maliommcdan, rather 
than under British Rule. That your Petitioners assure your Lord- 
ship that instances have occurred of the appointment of the Magis- 
trates to th® Calcutta Police without any reference to the fitness of 
the individual to discharge the onerous duties of the office, for it 
must be obvious that a thorough and critical knowledge of the Ben- 
galee and llindoostanco languages is an indiapensiblc qualification 
for those Magistrates, who have to determine the disputes, keep the 
peace and decide tho controversies of tlio immense Native population 
over which ,tho guardianship of the Calcutta Police extends, yet your 
Petitioners can affirm that there have been Magistrates appointed 
to that office, who were incapable of understanding the languages 
of tljoso whoso cases they had to determine, and so avowedly noto- 
rious is this defect. Clerks who act as interpreters arc ])rovidod for 
each Magistrate at tho public expense. That your Petitioners sub- 
mit with confidence to your Lordship, that you will admit the jus- 
tice of their remark when they affirm, fhat there must be some great 
radical error in the systoiii, wliich makes it necessary to provide 
ihterproters for the Magistrates of the metropolis, while the large 
body of the Civil service can, ivithout any such assistance, discharge 
throughout this vast Empire the various and important duties of 
the State. 

That your Petitioners most respectfully affirm, that so defective is 
tho Calcutta Police, that tho security for property, tho remedy for 
petty Ijijurics, tho^attontiou paid4;o the salubrity, tho conveniences, 
and comforts of the Inhabitants of }he City are of the most defec- 
tive kind, and with reference to the wealth and capabilities of tho 
Town, are worse than in any other City undel: British Government. 
That your PelJtioners believe tliat tbe best remedy for those evils 
will be the appointmeut of a large and efficient body of Magistracy 
on whom sl^ll be cast the responsibilities, and in whom shall b'e 
vested tbitpow^crs orEnglish Justices of the Peace, giving to them 
the japf aiatmeut of their Chairman, and also the paid Magistracy, 
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dissolving all connection between this body and the Government, but 
reserving to the Ruling power tho authority possessed by the crown 
in England, of compelling by Mandamus and criminal information 
tho further performance of their duties. 

That your Petitioners are desirous of bringing most respectfully, 
to the notice of your Lordship, the great anomaly and inconvenience, 
which exists, and the gross frauds which are perpetrated by reason of 
there being two jurisdictions, and two distinct Codes of Law for the 
Suburbs and the Town of Calcutta. That your Petitioners submit, 
that the whole of the population who live within such a distance of 
the Town, that their daily employment and avocations take place 
within it, ought in common sense, and for the ends of Justice, to bo 
considered as residing in tho Town itself. That it is an acknowledged 
principle in legislation, and law, that all local jurisdictions are detri- 
mental, retarding tho administration of justice, and opening a door 
to fraud. That every man ought to be amenable to the law of the 
place in which he makes hia contract ; and though national rights, 
must make this impossible as between natives and foreigners, that 
those municipal Ordinances which permit a man to gain his liveli- 
hood, to carry on business, to obtain credit, and daily frequent a par- 
ticular district, and yet exempts him from tho Law of that place, 
because he sleeps at night beyond the local limit, are opposed to every 
tiling of which reason can approve, and productive of all the frauds 
which dishonestly, can devise. That your Petitjoiicrs most humbly 
call the attention of your Lordship to the express provisions enacted 
for this Town by the Legislature of Great Britain, who would appear 
to have foreseen the mischiefs that might accrue, aijd to have vested 
the local Government with an ei^sy and ample remedy. By the 33d 
Geo. C, 52, Sec. 155. The Governor-General in Council was empow- 
ered to prescribe the limits for the Town of Calcutta, but no authority 
* was conferred on him, by which he could subsequently extend them. 

Kb 

When twenty-two years had elapsed, it would seem that the error 
which had been committed was discovered, and by tho 55th Geo. 
III. C. 84. Sec. I. after reciting “ that by reason of tho increase of 
the population of the Town of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, it is 

c 2 
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expedient that the several Governments of Port William, Fort St. 
George and Bombay in the East Indies, should be further empowered 
in manner hereinafter mentioned, to extend from time to time the 
limits of the said several Towns,*' it was enacted that it should be 
lawful for the Oovomor-General from time to time, as circumstances 
should in his judgment require, to extend the limits of the Town of 
Calcutta." 

That notwithstanding this salutary provision, the limits of tho 
Town have never been extended, since the original proclamation forty- 
two years ago, although such has been the immense increase of the 
City and population: that places have now become densely inhabit- 
ed, which were then wild Jungles, and dangerous from the resort of 
savage animals. That the Suburbs of Howrah, Kiddorporo, Entally 
and Cossiporc, now contained a European and East Indian popula- 
tion, greater than that which resides in Calcutta itself, and that tho 
Chief European Mamifactorlos of the City, have cither been erected, 
or are in progress of erection in those extensive Suburbs ; that nearly 
the whole of their immense population gain their livelihood by trade 
or employment in Calcutta, or being intimately connected with it. 
That your Petitioners humbly submit that it is an evil of no ordinary 
magnitude that so extensive a population, so intimately united with 
tho inhabitants of the City, should be subject to a different Code of 
Laws and to a different Court of Justice, and of which Court your 
Petitioners again ^tate, ns they have before affirmed, that in no 
country is it more difficult to obtain justice owing to the law being 
administered in a language foreign to the Judges, the Suitors, and 
the witnesses, ami bringing back the eVlls of those dark ages when 
tyranny, corruption, and ignorance reigned uncontroled oven in Eng- 
lish Courts of Justice, from tho Norman French being tho only 
language employed. 

That your Petitioners perceive no remedy not only for thc^ injustice'^ 
but want of Justice which increases' in this City in proportion with 
its population, but an adoption of the wholesome provisions of the 
55th Geo. III. subjecting tho inhabitants, to one Code of laws and to 
one uniform administration of the practice of the Courts of Justice. 
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Your Petitioners therefore pray, in the words of the- prayer of the 
inhahltnuts of Calcutta, that for all these several purposes of general 
and local interest, that your Lordship in Council will take into your 
earliest consideration the matter of the former Petition for the ex- 
tension of Jury-trial to Civil cases. And will also direct that early 
measures may be taken for the revival of the Court of Quarter Ses- 
sions of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta. Moreover that, with 
a view to economy and uniformity in the local administration of 
Justice, your Lordship will bo pleased in execution of the powers 
vested in you, by the 1st Section of Statute 55tli Geo. III. C. 81, 
to extend the limits of the Town of Calcutta so as to comprise the 
whole of its populous Suburbs and depcndi^ncics. 

'.nd your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c. 

F. H, BURKINGYOUNG, 

Calcutta. Trade Jtooms, \ MaUer, 

The 2m April 1836. / 


P. 

To THE IIon'ble Siu Chas. T. Metcalfe, Bart. 

Governor- General of India in Council Sc. Sc, Sc. 

The humble Petition of the Master, 
Wardens and Members' of the Cal- 
cutta Trade Association. 

Humbly Siiewettt, 

That on the 25th day of May last past, the draft of an Act was 
proposed and read before your Honor in Council, by which it is pro- 
vided, “that Section 11. of Reg. V. of 1830, of the Bengal Code, 
directing that persons instigating and inducing ryiitn to evade the 
performance of their engagements, may be prosecuted before tbc Ma- 
gistrates for the penalties specified In such engagements, and Section 
in. of tbe same Regulation, providing that persona contracting for 
the cultivation of Indigo Plant, who shall wilfully neglect or refuse 
to sow or cultivate the ground, specified in their engagement, shall 
be deemed guilty, of misdemeanor and liable* to punishment/* bo 
rescinded. 
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That your Petitioners entertaining the fullest conviction tliat the 
existing law has for five years been productive of important benefits, 
beg to submit to the consideration of your Honor in Council those 
reasons which they would respectfully urge against its repeal, and at 
the same time they cannot forbear expressing the deep anxiety which 
they entertain on the subject of their present Petition, involving, as 
it (io(i8, the ruin or prosperity of the chief article of Indian commerce, 
and in the cultivation of which some of your Petitioners are engaged. 
— Involving likewise, as it does, a principle of legislation which affects 
the manufacturing interests of Calcutta, involving also the evident 
anomaly that the local government cannot frame such wholesome 
laws, or tlie people so justly appreciate tlioir effects as the authorities 
in England who have not Vitnessed the evils for which the remedy 
was designed, nor the results which the regulation has produced. On 
the first point, which regards the infjiolicy of placing in jeopardy the 
chief article of our exports, your Petitioners forbear entering into details 
for the purpose of establishing the immense importance of the Indigo 
cultivation to this presidency, for it is too well known how this branch 
i)f agriculture assists the natives in the payment of the revenue — how 
it concentrates in the country the capital, skill, and industry of 
Europe — how the government are henefitted by the increased wealth 
of the landholders, and the large payments for export duties as well 
as a facility of profitable remittance extending from fifty to one hun- 
dred lacks a-year. Supported by such facts, your Petitioners with 
confidence urge that few acts could be more impolitic than to repeal 
a regulation on which depends the safety of tliat staple product which 
forms the groat source of the commercial prosperity of Bengal. 

On the second point which regards the principle of legislation, your 
Petitioners humbly submit that the reason for rescinding the existing 
ordinance is founded on a doctrine at variance with the statute law of 
England, which from the earliest ages has invariably protected the em- 
ployers, against the employed, and sought to guard the few against the 
many. The real object of Section 11. Eegulation V. is to defeat con- 
-spiracy, and to extenf! the punishment from the ryut who violates his 
contract to the guilty parties, who may have instigated the offence. A 
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rival planter, or a powerful zlmindar have too frequently tlio iuJuce- 
meii.t, and the means of creating fends between those who have made, 
and those who have received pecuniary advances. Whatever frauds 
may be committed, losses sustained, violence perpetrated, or blood 
be shed, arc justly attributable to the wealthy party, by whom the 
poorer man has been instigated. Every moral code would pronounce 
the rich delinquent equally culpable ; and while the law of England, 
in theory, makes the head which contrives, and the hand which jicr- 
petrates, alike amenable in practice; it invariably punishes with greater 
severity the guilty origin of the outrage. Tt was for this wholesome 
object, that the second Section of this Regulation was. framed ; but, 
if it bo repealed, the greater offenders yill possess that immunity 
which wealth accords when punishment can only be adininistorod 
through the tedious process of a regular suit, and allows those 
facilities of escape wliich att^snd procrastinated and expensive 
litigation. 

Your Petitioners humbly submit that if the ground fur repealing 
the third Section of this Regulation be tlic apparent want of recipro- 
city in the provisions of the clause, or the anomaly of enforcing a 
civil contract by penal enactments, yet experience has established 
that such laws are necc-ssary for the protection of trade and agricul- 
ture, and that our statute abounds with enactments framed expressly 
on this principle. If a manufacturer or agriculturist had no remedy 
for a breach of contract against the numerous persons wliom be em- 
ploys, but by. those regular legal proceedings, tft which in other cases 
he must have resort, the want of a summary remedy would place him 
beyond tbe pale of all judicial redress. By a combination of his 
workmen he might in some cases have to institatfc a thousand suits 
more, and in all cases the tardy progress of litigation would gene- 
rally tend to his ruin. The English legislature have for centuries 
been sensible of the necessity of vesting Magistrates with a summary 
jurisdiction over artificers and agricultural labourers, and to such an 
extent has this policy been, carried in early days, tiiat while Sections 
9 and 47 of the 5th of Elizabeth, C. 40, enabl^^ Justices of the Peace 
to imprison servants who refuse to work, or abscond from their coun- 
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try, Sections 7 and 22 ompowors them to compel persons out of em- 
ployment to serve in husbandry ; and Siotioa 24 e?en extends tlioir 
authority over unmarried women. Your Petitioners would also refer 
to the more recent Statutes of the 20th Groo. IL C* 19. 17th Goo. II. 
C. 16. 3lst Geo. II. C. 11. 6th Geo. III. C. 25. 57th Geo. III. C. 
122. 58th Goo. III. 0. 5. 4th Geo. IV. C. 34, 6th Geo. IV. C. 129. 
9tb Geo, IV. C. 31, and the 10th Geo. IV. C. 52; under the provisions 
of which, labourers and artificers, engaged in almost every trade 
and calling^ (with the exception of domestic servants,) are placed 
under the summary jurisdiction of Magistrates. On this subject Mr. 
Joseph Chitty, one of the best legal writers of the day, has recorded 
his opinion in his recent worje on the practice of the law by stating, 
** that unfortunately, as yet Magistrates have no control over menial 
or domestic servants, though a description of persons, to whom some 
summary remedies and punishments iiight be well applied.*’ 

That your Petitioners as manufacturers and tradesmen, entertain 
serious apprehensions when they perceive a principle of legislation 
adopted for the Mofussil, which is equally applicable to Calcutta, and 
must, if extended to this city, be attended with the most ruinous 
oonsccjucnce to their business. Many of your Petitioners have several 
hundred workmen employed in their different trades, and they know 
from long experience, that they would bo exposed to every species of 
fraud and plunder, but for the summary jurisdiction with which the 
local Regulations have invested the Justices of Peace. That by .a 
Regulation of the 26th of July, 1814, Section 2, any workman or 
labourer who abandons his service, may he committed by the Magis- 
trates to hard labour in the House of Correction for two months. 
And by Section 5, any European or American sailor found on shore 
without leave, or who has deserted his vessel, may be apprehended 
and conveyed on board, while an Asiatic or African seaman is sub- 
jected to a fine of fifty rupees or to hard labour for thirty days. By 
another Regulation of the 19th October, 1816, which recites ** that 
great losses have been sustained by tradesmen from the frauds of 
their workmen,” it i^ enacted that jourueynicn or artificers who 
ii( glea;t;lKwr work, or who combine to raise the price of wages, may 
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be sentenced by the Magistrates to pay a fine of one hundred rupees, 
or to hard labour in the H<ynse of Correction for two months. 

That while the Gotemment have been thus careful to guard the 
manufacturing interests of Calcutta, from the frauds of workmen, 
they have found it equally necessary to resort to similar measures for 
their own protection. 

That by a Regulation passed on the 9th of July, 1819, reciting 
“ that great losses and impediments had occurred in the daily busi- 
ness of the Mint from fraud, and neglect of duty in the workmen, it 
was enacted that if artificers employed in the Mint should not attend 
and commence work, or absent themselves, or refuse to work accord- 
ing to the Regnlatron, the Magistrates might summarily fine the 
offenders, or commit them to hard labour in the House of Correction. 

Your Petitioners most respectfully beg leave to point out, that in 
all those three Regulations, there is no reciprocity whatever, nor any 
summary remedy given to workmen in cases where they may complain 
of their masters. All these Regulations have likewise been duly 
registered in Ilis Majesty^s Supreme Court, pursuant to the 13tli Goo. 
III. C. 63, and must therefore have been sanctioned by the first 
authority in India on the law of England, as conformable and not 
repugnant to that law. Yet sanctioned as these Regulations have been 
by English law and English judges, your Petitioners fear that the 
same principle of legislation which is now leading to the repeal of 
similar ordinances in -the Mofussil, may bo extended to rescind the 
present local law of Calcutta, which your Petitioners fear would ho 
attended with ruinous consequences to the manufacturing and trad- 
ing interests of this city. 

That while your Petitioners rely with confidence on the Statutes of 
Great Britain, and the sanctron given by the King's Judges to the 
Calcutta Regulations as establishing the legality^ and policy of the 
Sections it is prUposed to repeal, they submit that the ordinance for 
the Mint, incontestably establishes the necessity for such’ laws. If the 
Government in its own capital require the help of such enactments 
for protection against those whom thcyemplf^, howjielplcss must be 
the European in the Mofussil, in the midst of lawless hordes, stimu- 
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laled by powerful riva;Ifl> Your Petitioners assert, that without tliis 
summary jurisdiction there is no law whiSh cau avail the planter ; ho 
will be compelled as heretofore to depend on armed forces, to protect 
his rights, and redress his wrongs, and be driven to the hard alterna- 
tive of submitting to ruin, or resorting to violence. 

Your Petitioners aflSrm that previous to the passing of this Re- ' 
gnlation, the most serious disorders prevailed in the Mofussil, the 
absence of an immediate remedy on emergent occasions, compelling 
the planter to have recourse to force; but since the Magistrate has 
been clothed with summary powers, these scenes of violence have 
become less frequent, and could greater efficiency bo given to the 
Law, your Petitioners arc cci»ifiilent that armed compulsion and re- 
sistance would rapidly disappear. The experiment has been tried, 
and your Petitioners pledge themselves to prove that the completest 
piicccss has resulted : on its failure or success, they arc willing to 
rest their case, and they entreat the appointment of a Committee 
who by personally inspecting the districts, and examining the au- 
thorities in the Mofussil, as well as the planters, and Native pro- 
prietors, may collect a body of evidence, which shall furnish the most 
ample and unimpeachable inforniation. 

Your Petitiouers represent to your honor in Council that several 
of their body are extensivtdy engaged in Indigo Cultivation, and 
tlicrcforo independant of the injury which they may sustain as 
Tradesmen, should this principle of Legislation be extended to Cal- 
cutta,' some of tliciu' are immediately and equally interested with 
every Indigo planter in the Mofussil. That your Petitioners arc aware 
that your honor in Council is' to be addressed by the General body 
of Indigo planters, and they arc also apprised of the line of argu- 
ment to which that body have resorted. While therefore they admit 
tlie identity of some of their Members with the Cultivation of Indigo, 
it has been their desire to rest the objections urged in this Petition 
against the proposed alteration on reasoning, and on facts, applica- 
ble to themselves oiily as the Trade Association of Calcutta, at the 
same time bringiiJg fairly into view the peculiar’ interests of* those 
among thw ba<)y> who are engaged in Indigo Cultivation. 
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But the whole Trade Association will in anbther manner be direct'* 
ly, but severely aff<^tod by* the proposed repeal* On the existOJI&O 
and prosperity ‘of tlie great body of Indigo planters, a considerable ^ 
portion of their business depends, and they must consequently bo 
deeply interested in those legislative niensurea, wliich maybe destruc- 
tive of the prosperity of so important a cla'^s among their customers. 
Your Petitioners likewise respectfully beg leave to submit that if 
they have been correctly apprised of the objections of the Court of 
Directors, that it by no means follows that the repeal of Hoclions 2 
and 3, is the only method of altering the llegulations, to moot the 
views of the home autliorities. Instead of repealing these Sections 
your Petitioners would rc'^pectfully propose that a now Regulation 
should be passed, giving to the ryuts a summary redress and remedy, 
to bo administered by the local Magistrate for all grievances or op- 
pressions which could possibly occur. Your Petitioners particularly 
refer to an excellent and salutary Act of Parliament, the 6th of Geo. 
IV. C. 9G, entitled, ** An Act to consolidate and amend the laws re- 
lative to the*arbitratlon of di’^piites between Masters and Workmen,'' 
and which they submit might ho the model of a most bonoficial Re- 
gulation, enabling the local Magistrate on all disj)utcd questions of 
fact, and whenever he might deem it necessary to resort to the as‘-ist- 
anco of assessors, and thus giving to the Natives a tribunal, analog- 
ous to their much cherished Punchayet 

On the last point which relates to the alteration by the homo 
autlioritios of local Laws enacted by tho Governmont of this country. 
Your Petitioners humbly submit that a Regulation adopted by tho 
Governor General in Council after tho matiircst consideration and en- 
quiry, which has for years afforded universal satisfaction, and drawn 
forth no remonstrance, ought not to be repealed on tho first order of 
the Court of Directors, without first apprising them, how well it has 
worked, and tho sensation which has been excited by tho propo'^al 
to rescind it* Your Petitioners altogether repudiute the most distant 
intention of qiicstiouing the wisdom or authority of tho Court of Di- 
rectors, or their anxious desire for tho weal afid prosperity of the 
country ; but they may without disrespect affirm, and it would bo 

j) 2 
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folly to deny, Aat the local Oororamcnt, and the community subject 
to tboirrule, must after five years’ exporience be better judges of the 
ejects of a local Laiv, tliap a superior but distant bodyi uiajoy of 
whom were never in the country, and none of whom have resided 
here since the most important chants have taken place in the^feel- 
itigs and intelligence of the people, as well as in the mode of adminis- 
tering the Government. They would therefore humbly suggest that 
unless your Honor in Council had previous to the receipt of the des- 
patch from the Court of Directors, contemplated the repeal of the 
Regulation, that you would postpone acting upon the order received, 
and submit to the Court, whether they will require its adoption, urhon 
api)rised of the opinion of <your Government, of the anxious wishes 
of the community, and of those beneficial results which a five years 
trial of the present Law has established. 

your Petitioners also venture to hope, that your Honor In Council 
will take into consideration^ tlie expediency of appointing a Com- 
mittee to obtain evidence as well as the feasibility of passing a sup- 
plementary Regulation, to give reciprocity of redress to the ryut, and 
aiding the Magistrate, when ho^ may require it, by a system of asses- 
sors or arbitration. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that Sections 2 and 3, 
of Regulation V. of 1 830, may not bo rescinded, but that such al- 
teration and revision of the whole Regulation may be made as shall 
alTord a perfect reciprocal protection to both the planter and the 
ryut, and yet preserve the summary mode of proceeding before a 
Magistrate. 

And your Petitioners will over pray, <fcc. 

.A. ROGERS, 

20//* Juhjt 1835. Master of the Trade Association. 


To A. Rogers, Esa. 

Master of the ‘ Trade Association, 


Sir, 

I an^ by the Ilon'ble the Governor General of India in 

Council,, to iieknowlodgo the receipt of your Letter of the 29tb ultimo, 
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submitting a Petition from tlm Trade AsW<^iation, on tlie subject ut 
the projected repeal of the 2ud and Sid clauses of Regulatiou V. 
of 1830. 

2nd. In reply, I am desired to acquaint you, 4hat the Governor 
General in Council has not been able to discover any sulficicnt reabon 
against giving effect to the contemplated provision for rescinding the 
objectionable provisions of Sections 2 and 3 Regulation V. of 1830, 
and that consequently au Act, of Which a Copy is enclosed, has 
been passed for this purpose by -the Legislative Council. 

3rd, The Governor General in Council is at the same time o\- 
cocdingly desirous to adopt every measure fur the j)rotection of the 
interest of the Indigo Planters, which Tiuiy bo consistent with tlio 
justice duo to the rest of the community ; and after inueli anxious 
deliberation on tho subject, it has oecurred to him, that some Rules, 
to the following effect, might meet the wishes of that rospoctablc 
body, without beifig obnoxious to complaints from other quarters. 

L Suits for the broach of any contract for cultivating or deli- 
vering Indigo Plant, or fur any payment in consideration of the 
cultivating or delivering of Indigo Plant, to bo instituted before a 
Magistrate, or Joint Magistrate. 

11. Such suits to bo tried summarily without any foes or written 
pleadings. 

HI. The Magistrate or Joint Magistrate to be authorized to ex- 
amine both the Plaintiff and the Defendant, apd to make his award 
upon such summary trial. 

IV. If the award be in favor of the Plaintiff, tho Magistrate, or 
Joint Magistrate to assign to the Plaintiff suelwlam.igcs as he may 
think fit, and if in favor of the Defendant, to assign to the Defendant 
a sum which may be a compensation to him for tho expense and lo^s 
of time occasioned by the proceeding. 

V. A copy of the award signed by the Magistrate or Joint Ma- 
gistrate, to bo delivered to tho sncces.sful party, and tho successful 
party to bo entitled to take property in satisfaetiou of the said award, 
and under the hatno Rules, by which property may now be taken in 
batibfaction of arrears of rent. 
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4th. The alKpve Je fte the piwtisionii which the ' 

Govornor Qcneml in Coum Whtild ho disposed to oeaotf but should 
any objcctious suggostijifts occur to the parties whom you tepte- ' 
bont in connexion with those provis^nsj the Governor General in Coun- 
cil would be glad to be mad© acqueWtdi with them, before entering 
into any further consideration of the question. 

1 aob,' Sir, 

Yotir most obedient servant, 

W. H. McNAGlITEN, 

Sec^ to the Govit of India, 

Comcil Chamber, | 
the M Augt 1835 j 


FORT WILLIAM. 

Lloislative DePARTMEM'. 

The ord August, 1 835, 

The following Act passed by the Hon’blo tlic Governor General of 
India in Council on the 3rd August, 1835, is hereby promulgated for 
general informatiou. 

Aci No. XVL OP 1835. 

Bo it enacted that from the l&t of November, 1835, so much of 
Siction 2 of Regulation V. of 1830 of the Bc^ngal Code as provides 
tliat persons instigating and inducing ryuta to evade the peiform- 
ance of their engagements may be piosociited for the full amount of 
the penalty specified in the original agreement of the ryut, togetlicr 
with all expenses and costa of the suit, and Section 3 of the vamo 
Regulation providing that persons contracting for the cultivation of 
Indigo Plant who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to sow or cultivate 
tlic ground apocified m their engagement, shall be deemed guilty of a 
Misdemeanor, and liable to punislimcnt, be rescinded. 

W. II. McNAGIITEN, 

Secy, to the Govt of India, 
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Q. 

To C. toaiET* Esq. 

ilccoun^ant Om^fat 

Sir, 

On the Gth of March last, my predecessor Mr. G. P. Romfry, had 
tlje honor to address you on the subject of the delay experienced in 
obtaining interest from the Ocnoral Treasury duo on (Joinpany’s 
Paper. The insecurity to proprietors l)y the method adopted in re- 
ceiving and redelivering such paper, an^l the ouinngc of a copper 
currency to roproHont the pie of account, copy of which address is 
hereto annexed for, ready reference. 

Not having been favored with a reply to tho communication above 
alluded to,‘ the Committee presume that the multiplicity of your 
regular official business has caused the circumstance to escape your 
memory, but to which, considering the groat importance of tho mea- 
sures, I beg now to call your attention. 

To the Gth par. of tho letter referred to, tho Committee of tho 
Trade Association are particularly desirous of directing your atten- 
tion, impressed as they are with a belief of the ituportanco of carry- 
ing out. in the amended form now to be proposed, the reoommenda- 
tion therein contained. 

It was proposed in the former letter that a eo^»per coin should bo 
thrown into circulation representing the J of a I^ysa or Paee, or tho 
of an anna, but the Cpmmittco of the Assoeiation are of opinion 
that a more convenient dlvibiun would be tho \ ^ an anna, or tho 
i of a Pysa, and in this opiniori they arc borne out by every intel- 
ligent Native whom they have consulted on the subject, added to 
whieb, there is this fact, that the latter division assimilates with 
the Native mode of acoount, whilst tho former has no coiTOS]>oiidlng 
division with then), being entirely English. 

It will bo clearly seen by the following divisions of tho smaller 
Currencies, that of the two, the division of is the preferable. 
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According to the present division of , the anna into 12 parjbs, the 
Native Puckah division wojild be as follows : 

4 Cowries... 1 Oundah 4 Pysa 1 Anna 

6J Ditto...* , 1 Pio^ 16 Annas. 1 Rupee 

3 Pie I Pysa or Pace 

And Native Cutcha division would be as follows : 

4 vi , 1 Gundah 3 Pie 1 Pysa or Paeo 

20 Gundahs.. 1 Pun 4 Pysa ..... 1 Anna 

531 Cowries... I Pio 16 Annas 1 Rupee 

. But according to the proposed division of the anna into 10 parts, 
the Native Puckah division would be as follows : — witliout a fraction. 

4 Cowries.... 1 GundaK 10 Quarter Pysa 1 Anna 

5 Cowries,... 1 Quarter Pysa 16 Annas 1 Rupee! 

And the Native Cutcha; division would be ds follows : — also with 

out a fraction. 

4 Cowries..., 1 Gundah 2 Pun .' 1 Pysd 

40 Ditto 1 Quarter Pysa 4 Pysa 1 Anna 

2 Quarter Pa. 1 Punor^Pysa 16 Annas 1 Rupee:]: 

The Committee are further of opinion that it would be advantagev 
OU8 to issue a coinage of 1 Anna pieces : i Anna pieces, and I Pysa, 
thus giving to the Anna its divisions, and sub-divisions in an actual 
coin, extremely convenient to the very poor of the community. 

The coin which they would suggest as a complete copper currency 
is as follows : , . 

A 1 Anna Piece -I* Pysa or Paco 

i Ditto i Pysa or Pace 

i Ditto or. Pysa, or Pace 


Sco.— -Prinsep’s Useful Tables, page S, on the denomination of this coin, 
t 4 (dowries, 1 Oundah. 

5 J )itto 1 J I >itto I Quarter IVsa, 

Ditto * 20 Ditto 16 Ditto . 1 Anna. 

128(» Ditto 320 Ditto 250 Ditto 16 Anna, 1 .Rupee, 

% 4 ( lowrioB, ■ 1 Gtindah, 

40 Ditto JO ditto 1 Quarter Pysa, 

SO ThtirO 20 ditto 2 ditto 1 Half Pysa or Pun 

160 Ditto 4f ditto 4 ditto 2 ditto 1 Pysa. 

640 ditto 160 ditto 16 ditto 8 ditto 4 Pywi 1 Anna, 

10240 ditto 2560 ditto 256 ditto 126 ditto 64 ditto 16 ditio I J 
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To the or one anudp piece sbtne objection may bo , raised on 
account of its weight and bulk rendering^it an inconvenient coin, but 
this inconvenience is I jH'esumo more ideal tlian real, and argu- 
mentatively, the one anna piece would seem the most oonvenicut, 
for if a person baa to carry with him 4 annas;— -query, would that 
be most conveniently carried in 4, or in 16 pieces: — There would, 
legally be no difle^hcc of weight between the 16 and ihe .4 pieces. 
The weight, however, of thq ono anna pieces would only be 100 
grains heavier than the present English Penny: 40 grains, or 3 annas 
G5 pies heavier than the, double Rupee of Act XVIL of 1835, and 
12 grains lighter than the old English Penny. 

The weight of the proposed copper anpa, its divisions and sub-di- 
visions would be as follow: 
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The half Pysa would not be a new coin to Bengal, considerable 
quantities wore struck in the years 1792 to 1802, and 1808 to 1810. 

The above division of the pyco has the advantage likewise of a 
close approximation to the chittack of the liew or Indian mun, — for 

Make exactr^l chittack , 

1 1 ^ 

1 H i^^Pysa *** ’ Make eixaotly chittack 

The Committee of the AAociatjon have taken, the opportunity 
afforded by the intended proclamation! regarding thq new coinage of 
the Company’s Gold Mohur, and Rupee, bearing the effigy of llor 
Majesty Queen Victoria, to Uy these propositions before you, as one 
the most fitting for the change, and I trust that the measures propoaod 

* Euobted Act XXI of iSSa, but novcr^ct ediued. 
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will moot with youy approbation and cordial 'support ; ahould you, 
lio w(‘ver, seo reason to diffe/ the Committee in the views they 
have taken on the subject ; I have still to bejj tlio favor of yum for- 
wardinnr this letter, with all practicable despatch, to the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council, in order tliat Tlis Lord'^hip may bo acquainted with 
the wishes of the Association, pt’CtrioiH to the issue of the proclama- 
tion above referred to n^gartUng the Gold and Silver currency. 

G. SHEARWOOD, 


CalcuUa, Trad<‘<t Uidl^\ 
AxiguBt 12, 1840. / 


MaHcr. 


To THU Mastku or 'iub Calcutta Trum: Association 

Siu, 

1 boor to aeknowb dirp the receipt of your letter of the ( )Augast 
instant, and in icpiy to request, that you \mI 1 be good enough to 
inform the Calcutta Trade Association, that Mr G. F. Tlemfiy’b let- 
ter to mo of the fith March last, was duly submitted to Governnumt, 
and if you will do me the favor to call when convenient at my ofliee, 
I shall bo happy to communicate the purpmt of the n'ply uhich Go,, 
vernment have recently , been pleased to make on the subject. 

2d. A further object in rcqucbtiiig an interview is, that I may 
also have the opportunity of obtaining some additional information 
on the subject of your letter under acknowledgment, and likewise of 
discussing with yourself th<' propositions therein made, liefore sub- 
mitting them for the consideration of superior authority, 

1 ha\e thfc honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


Accountant OcncraVs Ojflcc. 

Fori WUliam, the 15/A August 1810. 


} 


C. MOItLEY, 
Accountant General. 
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C. MoRLEt, Esq., 

Accountmt Gemral 

StR» . , , ' 

With referonco to tho interview that Mr. Henry Burkinyoung, the 
Treasurer, and myself, as Master of tho Trade Association, had tho 
honor of holding with you on the 20th ultimo, regarding tho proposed 
new coinage for India, I now beg to inform you that we kid before 
the Committee of the Trade Association, at a Special Meeting con- 
vened for that purpose, on tho 10th instant, tho several remarks you 
made upon our former Communications with you upon this subject, 
and the suggestions you offered through us. 

By desire of the Committee of the Trad^ Association I now submit 
to you their opinion amended under your suggestions. 

They agree with you that the coinage of krgo cdpper pieces of the 
value of one^aona would not bo advisable. 

They recommend a Gold coinage, but of the following values : 

1 Mohur 16 Rupees. 

i ' Ditto 8 Rupees. 

} Ditto 4 Rupees. 

They still most strongly urge the small copper coinage of value of 
the half, quarter, eighth and sixteenth of an anna : this is a conve> 
nient division for keeping accounts to all classes of people, and this 
small coinage itself will, the Committee are of opinion, bo of tho 
greatest advantage to tho poor of tha country, in protecting them 
from the rapacity of the money-changers. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humbly servant, 

0. sueArwood, 

Calcutta, 15t/t Sept. 1840. Master, T. A. 

C. Morley, Esq., 

Accountant General. 

Sib, 

On the 12th August last, mjr predecessor had tho honor to address 
you on the subject of the gold and copper currency, in which cora- 

E 2 
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raunicatlon it Waii suggested fHat the anna be divided into sixteen 
instead of twelve parts, and that a copper coin be struck to represent 
the .16th, 8tb, 4th and i of the anna thus divided. 

Although you have not touched upon tliis subject in your official 
communications with the Association; yet it is recorded that at the 
interview which the late Master of the Association had with you, 
that you had promised to send the suggestion up to Governmeut with 
your favorable opinion, and that you would couiniuiiicato to the As- 
sociation the decision of the Government, in the matter. 

Aware that your time is fully occupied with important matters in 
the official routine of your very onerous situation, I fear the sugges- 
tion of the Committee may have been diverted from your attention, 
1 have therefore, in accordance with a resolution passed at the Com- 
mittee Meeting of the lOtli instant, to solicit the favor of your in- 
forming the Committee, if, there has been placed before fiovernment 
any favorable representation from you of this Committee's sugges- 
tions, and also if the Government have returned any reply thereto. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

II. BURKINYOUNG, 

Calouttat Trades IlallA Master, C* T, A» 

the 19^A July, 1841. / 

To H. BmiKiNYOtrNG, Esq., 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association: 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 19th instant, 1 have the honor 
to observe that tlveflast communication made to the office by the As- 
sociation on the subject of the locaj coinage, was that bearing date 
the 15th September last, by which I was informed that they agreed 
with me in regard to the inexpediency of a. coinage of copper pieces of 
the value of One anna, and that at the same time they recommended 
a Gold coinage of 

Mohur 16 Rupees. 

\ Ditto 8 Rupees. 

i Ditto ... V 4 Rupees, 
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and a copper coinage of the value respectively of the Half, Quarter, 
Eighth and Sixteenth of the anna. 

2. The Association are aware, that the existing Law provides fur 
the coinage of Gold pieces of the following values, nanjely. 

1 Mohur 15 Rupees. 

i Ditto 10 Rupees. 

i Ditto 5 Rupees. 

1 Double ditto 00 Rupees. 

In regulating the proportionate value of Gold to Silver according to 
this scale, the object in view was to assimilate the same with that ob- 
taining acceptance in Southern and Western India, with reference 
at the same time to the market vain© (tf Gold as compared with 
Silver; and since the arrangement in no way interferes with tho 
keeping of accounts, nor subjeets the public to inconvonieuco, and as 
moreover the Association has offered no reason why the present scale 
of values should be abandoned, it appears inexpedient, in my humblo 
opinion, to submit their proposal for the con-jicleration of Government, 

3. With reference to the descriptions of copper coinage coin re- 
commended by the Association, I beg to remark, that tho coinage of 
the Half and Quarter anna pieces has already been provided for by 
Act XXI of 1835 ; and that in respect to their suggestions for the 
coinage of copper pieces of the value of the eighth and sixteenth of 
an anna, it is not improbable I tliink, with reference to the high com- 
parative cost of maintaining a coppoi^circulation of sucli small value, 
the Government, though ever desirous of complying with tho reason- 
able wishes of tho coranmiiity, might yet hesitate to undertake the 
introduction of the proposed change in tho copper currency : nor am 
I vithout apprehension that thd attempt to circulate a varied copper 
currency Would not again produce the evils which were so loudly c(mi- 
plained of a few years ago, from the disturbed state of tins descrip- 
tion of money; for if the proposed subdivisions of the anna be not 
distributed throughout the various districts of the cotintry in due 
proportion; or if a prejudice should arise in favor of any particular 
description of this currency, an exorbitant batta would be establish- 
ed, and the same evils recur to which 1 have adverted. Indeed, tho 



( 236 ) 

introduction of any change in the copper currency of Briti&K India 
requires the greatest circumspection, and as the Government have 
only recently succeeded, after long and anxious management and at a 
considerable expense, in establishing a copper currency of uniform 
value with which the community at largo appear to lie well satisfied, 
I would, with Tcferonce, submit to the consideration of the Associa- 
tion, whether it may not bo prudent to avoid risk of disturbing it. To 
shew t^iat there is im urgent demand for a more minute subdivision 
of the copper currency, I beg leave to refer to the issue several years 
ago of the pie pice, (twelve to the anna), which though it afforded a 
multiplied subdivision of the anna, has, nevertheless, proved to be 
unacceptable, and the only explanation of this fact which has been 
stated in objection to iliat coin, viz., that it docs not accord with the 
native method of bringing small money to account, would seem to be 
inapplicable, seeing that the poorest classes for whose use this des- 
cription of money was issued, do not record their receipts and disburse- 
ments. In proof of the unremitting attention which Government 
now bestows on the important subject of providing a convenient pro- 
portion of small currency, it is gratifying to me to bo able to state, 
that a coinage of two anna Silver pieces is now under preparation 
and will speedily be issued to the public. 

4. In conclusion I request, that the Association will accept my 
apologies for the delay whicli has occurred in replying to their last 
letter, and if it should bo thiffr determination to renew the discus- 
sion of the subject under consideration, that they will be so good as 
to communicate their sentiments to Government through the Finan- 
cial Secretary. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. MORLEY, 
Accountant General, 


Fort William, 
the 2dth July, JT 
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To G, A. .BusHBt, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal^ 

Financial Department, 
SiK, 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Trade Association on the 
7th August, it was resolved, in consideration of the great benefit 
which it appeared to that body was likely to accrue from the modi- 
fication of the copper currency proposed iu a letter addressed by the 
Master ofHhe Association to the Accountant General on the 12th of 
August 18i0, that agreeably to the rccouunendation of the Account- 
ant General in his letter to the Master of the Association of date the 
29th of July, the subject should he bro»ght to your notice, with an 
earnest recommendation that the question ho suhinitUxl for the con- 
sideration of the Governor of Bengal; agreeably to which rosolutlon 
I have now the honor to forward copy of my letter to the Account- 
ant General above referred to, also that Gentleman's reply of date 
the 29th of July last. 

In submitting the Accountant Genorars reply it becomes expedient 
to enter into some explanation of tho correspondence to which it re- 
fers, and also to meet, if possible, the objections sot forth by that 
Gentleman to the measure proposed. 

In the first Par. of Mr. Morlcy's letter, ho states tliat tho Asso- 
ciation agreed with him in regard to the inexpediency of coining cop- 
per pieces of the value of one aunaf and that at the same time they 
recommended a gold coinage of tho following dfivision : 

1 Mohur of 16 Ptupccs. 

i Ditto of 8 Rupees. 

1 Ditto of 4 Rupees. 

In regard to the first, although connected with the proposed modi- 
fication of the, copper coin, tho Committee did not consider the 
coinage of It of such importance, as to warrant tlieir opposing the 
recommendation of so competent an authority, they therefore did not 
urge if. In reference to the second, or the coinage of the gold, the 
Committee request me to state that it was a suliject which, with them, 
at that period, engaged little or none of their attention, and was, by 



( 238 ) 

them, in consequence of the very limited circulating use to which 
such coin was put, intended to have been omitted entirely from their 
letter, until its introduction was recommended by Mr. Morley, and 
then it was to the Committee a matter of indifference as to whether 
the recommendation met with approval or not : Since forwarding the 
letter of the 12th August, 1840, the aubject has undergone the care- 
ful examination of the Committee, and had it received from them the 
same altention previous to forwarding the letter above referred to, it 
is more than probable that they would not have recommended a coin 
being struck of so inconvenient a division, as regards the relatively 
intrinsic value of the Company’s Rupee : — but from the fact of the 
fluctuation iu the value of ^gold, arising mainly from the demands 
induced by tlie political state of the country, they entertain no hope 
of this currency finding a steady circulation until the agricultural 
and raauufacturing interests of India shall have been much better 
secured, the distant parts of the country brought close by canal 
and road communications, the petty jealousies of iiulepcndaut states 
removed, and the inroad of semi barbarous hordes effectually pre- 
vented, the result of which will be the firm impression on the mind 
of every inhabitant of India that he is secure iu the possession of 
his property, let it C9nsist of wliat it may. 

In regard to the smaller divisions of tlie copper currency, the Com- 
mittee consider the reasons set forth iu their letter of date the 12th 
August, 1840, not at all affected by the Accountant Gencrars reply; 
the Committee wore aware that the coinage of the half and quarter 
anna had been provided for, as reference to the note in their letter 
will prove, but they^afe led to believe that not one single piece of the 
half anna has been struck since the j^romulgation of the Act refer- 
red to. 

With reference to the, comparative cost of maintaining a copper 
circulation of the small divisions recommended by the Association, I 
am instructed to observe that each quarter pyce will weigh 25 grains, 
and that 256 of them will circulate for a Rupee, or 25600 for 100 
Rupees; that one hundred Rupees worth Will weigh 1 Mun, 4 Seers, 
7 Chittack;6, which, at the average market rate of copper, (42 Bs. 
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per Mun ) will cost Co.*s Rs* 46-10-6, leaving 53-5-6 on every 100 
Rupees* worth coined, to meet the incidental expense of coining, and 
the Association presume the machinery of tho mint is fully equal to 
the execution of this coinage. 

The Association are impressed with the belief, that the Account- 
ant General has misapprehended tlieir recommendation when he 
writes of the introduction of the proposed change in the copper cur- 
rency: they are also of opinion that his apprehensions in regard to 
a return of the evils complained of a few years ago» in consequence 
of the disturbed state of the copper currency, arc unfounded, as there 
can he no analogy between the two cases; the disturbed state of tho 
copper currency at the time referred to, was solely attributable to tho 
circumstance of the Government throwing into circulation a ucw cop- 
per coinage.of a different description to that of tho old worn out coin, 
the consequence of which was, the old lost its value in tho market, 
and tho new coin obtained a premium, and not until tho old coin was 
partially recalled, and received at the Government Treasuries in pay- 
ment, and a sufficient quantity of new coin thrown into circulation, 
to meet the displacement of the old, did the panic subside. It nmst 
also be remembered that the old copper coin was issued at 64 to the 
Sicca Rupee, aiid received Lack hy tho Government at 64 to the 
Company’s Rupee, or at a discount of C| per cent, this very circum- 
stancewas calculated to produce a feeling of distrust, and the panic 
which took place. 

But the Association propose no change in flic present coin: they 
only propose a division of the present anna of account into 16 parts, 
instead of 12; and a coinage to represent these jiarts; the half anna 
or double pyce provided for but not coined, the pyce or one-fourth 
of an anna now in circulation, the i pyce, neither provided for, nor 
coined; and the i pyce neither provided for, nor coined; and these 
divisions they propose for tho reasons stated in their letter to tho 
Accountant General of the 12tb August, 1840. 

The issue of the pie pieces referred to by the Accountant General, 
and stated by him*not to have passed in cij:culatiou, was a coin of 
a very different description to that now proposed, and the reason 
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why that did no^ find acceptance with the Native community, may 
be attributed to the impression which it bore, and which circum-' 
stance it will be found has been noticed in the late Me. James 
Princop’s Useful Tables at the bottoib of page 3, 

In the full assurance that the importance with which the Associa- 
tion view the measure proposed, will he deemed a sufficient apology 
for their intruding upon you with their opinions, 

i have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

11. BUllKINYOUNfl, 

Calcutta, Trades' Hall, \ Master » 

the Ibth Sept. J ^ 


To II. Buhkinyouno, Esq., 

Master, Calcutta Trade xissociation. 
Financial Department, Mint. 

Sm, 

In reply to your letter and its enclosures of tbe IGth instant. I am 
directed to acquaint you for the information of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, that tbe Right lloii’ble the Governor General in Council 
is much averse to any changes in the copper currency, as advantage 
lias always been taken by shroffs, on sucli occasions, to disturb tbe 
circulation, and the advantacce of sub-dividing the anna as siiirfrcsted 

^^1^0 o oo 

in Mr. Shearwood’s letter to the Accountant General, dated the 12tli 
of August, 1840, \vith proportionate weights of metal for facilitating 
petty retail transactions and account, in the opinion of Ills Lordship 
in Council, is much overrated, independently of the expense of* coin- 
ing such small copper pieces. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. II. BUSIIBY, 

Secy, to the Gott of India, 

Council Chamber, V« 
the2dth Sept, 1841./ 
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R. 

To n. T. PaiNSEP, Esq. 

Secretary to OovernminL 

Sir, ' ^ 

Wc beg to bring to your notice, that a deputation of the Calcutta 
Trade Association, had the honor of waiting on the Accountant Qc- 
neral, about a month ago, to offer their assistance in circulating the 
new silver and copper coin, and particularly in exchanging silver for 
copper without deduction of any kind. This offer was made entirely 
from a desire to repress the extortion of the shroffs, who taking ad- 
vantage of the poor and ignorant natives, had for some time compelled 
them to pay a heavy discount, on excliaAgo, of from two pico to two 
annas in the rupee, according to circumstances ; European and other 
inhabitants of Calcutta also suffered equal loss and inconvenionco 
with the additional annoyance of knowing that the exchange, or 
batta demanded, was a gross and impudent extortion, for which 
however they could obtain no redress. 

Under those circumstances the services of the Trade Association 
were offered experimentally, in the hope that they might bo able to 
abate the evil complained of, and. that offer was promptly accepted 
by the Accountant-General and Sub-Treasurer. 

Accordingly on the 28th of last mouth, by order of the Sub- 
Trqasurer, the Mint Master commenced supplying the Association 
with pice to tho amount of Company’s rupees one thousand daily, 
and the distribution gf tho same commenced, at par, in exchange for 
new rupees. Subsequently, to meet tho increasing demand, the daily 
supply of pico to the Association has been r^isd to thirteen and 
eventually to fifteen hundred rupees. This amount has been issued, 
in portions, from ten offices, in different parts of tho Town, as speci- 
fied in the margin, at an expense, to the parties engaged in the 
distribution, of about one hundred and thirty rupees monthly, for 
ppdars, &c., besides the personal superintendence of the principals and 
the partial assistance of their sircars. 

A mouth having elapsed, during which a faft Opportunity of trying 
the experiment has been obtained, tho Committee now bog to state 

F 2 
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for the informatiion of the Right Hdnot'ablo tho Governor-6feneral in 
Council, that they consider their labors to have been attended with 
as ^ much success as the limited supj^ly of pice hitherto granted to 
them would permit, and they regret, that want of means has seriously 
crippled their endeavours to check the exactions of the money 
changers, who in distant parts of the Town and its suburbs, where 
the Association have no agents, still demand from two to six pice 
batta on the new rupee and otherwise succeed iu depressing its value. 

The demand for pice is daily increasing, and to ensure the com- 
pleto success of the plan adopted by tho Association, it is necessary 
to double tho present issue of pico and to increase tho number of 
agents, for its distribution/ so as to embrace distant parts of the 
Town and its suburbs, as particularized in the annexed schedule, 
which also exhibits tho amount of pico the Committee think would 
and should he daily disbursed at tho different places specified, 

Tho necessary expense attendant on this extension of the issue of 
pice is also given in the schedule. 

If it be desired that the Committee should continue their labors on 
tho proposed extended scale, it is hoped that Government will not 
object to defray tho actual outlay, until circumstances render it 
unnecessary, of which tlio Government will be the judge. In either 
case tho Committee will bo happy to supply a monthly report, exhibit- 
ing the distribution of pico at tho several offices with remarks upon 
tho increase or decrease of the demand, which will enable the 
Government to decide upon tho usefulness or otherwise of the labors 
of the Association. 

It may bo necessary iu explanation of the item charged for 
interest in tho schedule, to state that at present the capital employed 
by the Association in purchasing and distributing the pice, is five 
thousand rupees, but upon the extended plan proposed, the sum. of 
10,000 rupees will bo required, that being about the amount of the 
issue of pice, and small silver, for three days, the period occupied in 
paying the money into the Treasury, obtaining the picc from the 
Mint, disbursing, reo^imag and again paying it into the Treasury 
for a fresh supply. 
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The loss of interest of money to the Aeaooiation may be avoided, 
and tho charge can bo removed from the schedule, by giving a credit, 
under guarantee, at the Treasury or Mint, to the necessary amount 
required. 

The Committee beg distinctly to state that they mate no claim 
for remuneration for past labor or expenses, but should Government 
desire tho plan of their operations to bo .extended, they ask for 
payment of their actual expenses. 

The Committee beg to observe that it would facilitate their labors, 
if the amount of pice which may he granted by them for distribution 
wore daily supplied by the Mint before any other private order for 
pice was complied with; and should tliere be found any difficulty in 
supplying the specified amount daily, it is respectfully suggested 
that the re-issuc of old sicca pice at 6# per new rupee, should there bo 
any in store, would not only afford more time for the now pice being 
coined, but would also check the present extortion on the old pice, which 
bear a premium in tho market and pass for a greater value than the 
new pice : when a sufficiency of the latter comes into circulation the 
old pice might be called in if necessary. 

It is further suggested that on the approach of any public holydays,^ 
during which days the Mint will be closed, (as has happened for 
about six days during tho past experimental month,) notice be given 
to the Master of the Association, in order that ho may apply for a 
sufficient quantity of pico to last during such holidays, as at such 
times the demand is great, tho disappointmcul and inconvenience to 
the public considerable, and the necessity of writing notes in cxpla- 
nation^o applicants occasions much, and otherwise unnecessary, 
labor to those who gratuitously undertake the distribution of the 
pice. 

The special object of this communication is to inform the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, of the amount of our last 
month’s experimental operations, to suggest measures for ensuring 
a more successful result, and to induce the Government to bear the 
actual expense incurred by the Association! in their endeavours to 
repress the extortion of the shroffs, and assist in introducing the now 
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Currency, Trhicli. has been attended some inconvenience to all, 
much difficulty to many, and great loss to several of their mem- 
bers ; all which, however, has been patiently, if not cheerfully, 
borno by them, in the full hope of the perfect establishment of an uni- 
form currency, and a fixed standard of weights and measures through- 
out India. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. II. BURKINYOUNO, 

Master y Trade Association, 

Calcutta^ Trade Booms, \ 

SOth April, 1836. / 
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Ditto 

10 

0 

0 

200 

ditto 

ditto 

Ditto* 

10 

0 

0 

50 

ditto 

ditto 

Ditto ^ . 

16 

0 

0 

100 

ditto 

ditto 

Ditto..* . 

10 

0 

0 

100 

ditto 

ditto 

Ditto 

10 

0 

0 








SCALE FOR THE DISTRIBUTION,~(?on^/n«e(?, 


Offices for Exchange. 

Daily Issue. 

Establishment. 

Maniktolloh 

■ 60 Rs. of rice. 

Assistant, 6 0 0 
Four Po- 

Daily, Co, Rs. . . 

2,800 ditto dittoi 

dars to 

count pice 

at the Mint, 20 0 0 

Rent of a 

few stalls,.. 40 0 0 

Hackcrco, 

Cooley and 

Boat hire, 10 0 0 
Monthly 
interest for 
capital, Rs.* 

10,000, at 

8 per cent., 60 10 8 
Sundries, . . 5 5 4 


Monthly Total C. Rs 310 0 0 


To Mr. F. II. Burkinyoung, 

Master of the Trade Association. 

Sir, ’ . 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
5th instant, on the suhject of the measures taken by the uunnhers of 
the Trade^ssociation to prevent the extortions committed by shroffs 
and professed money changers, ki the exchange of silver and copper 
money, 

2nd. The Right Honorable the Governor-General of India in 
Council is sensible of the benefit the population of Calcutta has derived 
from the public-spirited endeavours of the Association to correct 
this evil, and the Governor of Bengal has Jiad satisfaction in second- 
ing their efforts by providing the Association with the how copper 
coin in preference to other applicants who realized a profit upon tlio 
issue. The advantage of receiving the coin, will be continued to the 
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members of the Association so long as they perscrere in the measures 
they have undertaken, but His Lordship in Council cannot sanction 
the ‘Government being put to any charge to effect the object in view, 
nor can he authorise their being furnished with the coin in advance. 

3rd. The Government has abundant means of providing for the 
issue of the copper coin at par through the public Officers and 
Establishments, if it should be determined to be necessary to take 
measures for that purpose, and there are applicants for the coin who 
would engage for its issue at a minimum charge for the trouble. 
His Lordship in Council therefore feels that he should not be warrant- 
ed in entering into special engagements with the members of the 
Association upon terms that might hereafter prove disadvantageous, 
and be productive of embarrassment. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

n. T. PRINSEP, 

Sccy. to the Oovt. of India. 

Council Chamher, I 
the lith May, 1836. ) ' 


To II. T. PniNSEP, Esa. 

Secretary to the Government of India, ifrc. dbc. 

Sm, 

I was yesterday favored with your letter,., dated the 11th inst., 
which I have this morning laid before the Committee ol'^the Trade 
Association. 

I am requested by the Committico to state that they perceive with 
regret that, although the Right Honorable the Governor-General of 
India in Council is pleased to speak in terms of commendation of 
their “ exertions to repress the extortion of the shroffs and other pro- 
fessed money changers,*' His Lordship “ cannot sanction the Go- 
vcrnmoiit being pul to any charge to effect the object in view, nor 
can'^ he* authorize the Association being furnished with the coin in 
a^uco.** 
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I am further desired to state that as it would appear from 
the 3rd paragraph of your letter that the'Governmeut “ have abun- 
dant means of providing for the issue of the copper coin at par,, 
through the publio Officers and Establishments, if it should bo deter- 
mined to be necessary to take measures for that purpose/* — the 
Committee are led to suppose that their aid is not required, and they 
accordingly beg leave most respectfully to express their regret at 
having addressed his Lordship on the subject, under a xnisappro- 
hension. 


Calcutta, 
2\8t ifay, 1836 


.} 


I have the honor to he, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. IL BflRKINYOUNG, 

Master of the Association. 


Dear Sir, 

The accompanying letters have been addressed to me, as Master of 
the Trade Association, by Alexander Rogers, Esq., and as the subjects 
they embrace arc of very great importance to the Mercantile and 
Agricultural interests of India, I will feel much obliged by your giv- 
ing them early inaerfion in your journal. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. TCRNER, 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association, 

November 14, 1839. 

Dear Sir, 

I now have the pleasure of informing you, that the Flax Ex- 
perimental Society deputed me to proceed to Belgium, and there 
engage two working farmers of that country to go out to Bougal 
to superintend: the cultivation and preparation * of Flax there, I 
have succeeded in engaging two competent persons, who sailed from 
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this por Vernon, m the 8th instant. . I truet the Members of your 
Society wilt inform Messrs. Hamiltoti anti Co. in what way the ser- 
vices of these men can bo rendered most nsoful, by shelving practi- 
cally the methods in common use in Belgium in cultivating and work- 
ing the plants for market. They carry out all the tools and imple- 
ments used in Belgium, which will serve as models. These are of 
very simple construction. 

While: in Belgium I had opportunities of ascertaining, by inspect- 
ing the modes in use there in forming Flax, and I find the directions 
contained in the pamphlet forwarded sometime since are generally 
correct. The quantity of seed recommended to be sown per biga, is 
not too much. Rippling is'cloiio in Belgium, when the plant is pulled, 
consequently while green ; in Holland, the plant is staked for two or 
three days till nearly dry before rippling. 

In many parts of Belgium it is rotted by steeping (\yhilo green,) in 
stagnant water, and then laid out on the grass to bleach away its 
impurities. In Holland it is not rotted for four or Jive days after 
it is pulled; the Dutch also use stagnant water. At Courtray (in Bel- 
gium,) the plant is allowed to ripen more, and is not put to rot for 
months or years after it is pulled ; there running water is used. After 
rotting, tho plant is frequently kept for years before it is scathed or 
brought to market. Tho Flax from Courtray and Lackour is very 
fine, and worth £73 to £140 per ton. In Cainault, Walton districts 
Flax is dew rotted ; \t is not fine, and worth only £30 to £45 per ton. 
Superior lands yield per Bengal begah equal to 13 cwt. of dry 
stalks, which should give 2 cwt. of Flax prepared for ihe market. 

Ill conjunction. with the growth of Flax for Fibre in Ticngal, I 
would further bog to call the attention of your society to the mode 
of packing vegetable oils recommended by tho enclosed correspon- 
donco. The duty on expressed oils from British possessions being only 
1 per cwt. I should think no country could compete with Bengal in the 
supply of this article, of which Britain consumes annually 6,00,000, 
gallons. I have dispatched a^quantity of very superior white sysa- 
ai^um (Syrian) seeds* which ranks here much higher than the brown, 
thick h^iskedi light sort, imported from Bengal. I think it might 
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be introduced most beneficially into India. It may be had on appli- 
cation to Hamilton and Co. 


Soliciting your assistance in furtherance of this experiment, which 
I consider very important. 

I remain, my dear Sir, your very faithfully, 


10, Pinner* s IIalI,\ 
Sept 16, 1839, / 


A. ROGERS. 


SOCIETY OF ARTS. 

Preventing Leakage in Casks of Coooanut Oil. 

Quilon, TravancorCf March 21, 1839. 
Sir, • 

Very considerable losses having been experienced for a sorios 
of years by the shippers of cocoanut oil, from warm climates to 
England, iu consequence of leakage in the casks in which it was sent, 
equal at times to forty or fifty per cent, and being engaged in this 
branch of commerce to a considerable extent, I was induced, some 
time since, to direct my attention to discover the means by which 
casks might be rendered suificiently proof against leakage. After 
a variety of experiments and trials, I found the following plan to 
answer my most sanguine expectations. 

The hoops of the cask are to bo driven on very tight j it is then to 
be filled (within eight inches of the hung,) with oil, and exposed to 
the action of the sun’s rays, (in a tropical climate, sometimes ICO*^ 
Pabr.)for twenty days or more, as may bo necessary, taking care 
that on the first appearance of leakage tlie cask be placed on its end 
and ths^oops again drove : this may ho repeated until the cask is 
made perfectly tight, when it is to be filled up for the shipment. 
The nature of the oil and tlio.hcat will cause the staves to shrink 
very much during the* first ten days. 

By adopting this method of proving the casks, vegetable or animal 
oils may be sent to any part of the world secure from leakage. I 
have made many shipments to London from this country, and 
adopted the above method, without experiencing any loss, tho casks 
having arrived quite as full as when they were shipped. 

a 2 
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In corroboration of this statement, I beg to refer you to Messrs. 
Cockerell, .Trail and Co., Austin Friars, to whom all the casks 
have been consigned. 

Should this Society deem this statement worthy of their notice 
and approbation, I shall experience much satisfaction in having 
given it. 

I am, Sir, <fec. <kc. 

WILLIAM IIUXIIAM. 


A. Aitkin Esq., 

Secretary <bc, 

Austin Friars, March, 27, 1836. 


Sm,‘ 

Wo have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter of the 14tli in- 
stant, requesting to know whether any leakage had occurred in the 
shipments of cocoanut oil sent to us by Mr. Iluxham, of the firm 
of Beaufort and Iluxham, Ceylon; and in reply thereto, wo beg to 
inform you, for the information of the Society, that so far as we can 
judge from the invoices, very little leakage has arisen on this gen- 
tleman’s shipments. 

Wo may also mention, that previous to Mr. Iluxham’s joining the 
present partner, Mr. Beaufort, thedoficlency on the latter gentleman’s 
consignments was very considcrahlc, extending sometimes to 20 or 
30 per cent. ; but that since Mr. Iluxham’s partnership such defici- 
ency would appear to have nearly ceased. 

Wo are, Sir, <kc. &;c. Ac. 

COCKERELL, TRAIL CO. 


A. Aitkin, Esq., 

Secretary. 

Austin Friars, May 9, 1836. 
Sm, 

Wo are in possession of your favor of tho 6th instant, ad- 
dressed to our Mr. Lhrpent, and in reply, we beg to acquaint you 
that we have commutiicated.with our brokers on the subject, who 
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inform us that the consignments of cocoanut oil from Mr. Huxham 
had not imbibed rancidity from any process it might have undergone; 
nor did it differ in any way from cocoanut oil usually sent from 
Ceylou. 

We are, Sir, &c. &c, &c., 
COCKEEELL, TRAIL AND CO. 

To A, Aitklv, Esq., &c. (fee. <fec., 

Comparative weights of Linseed, Rape, Mustard and Teel Seeds, 
with their present value, and Freight usually paid upon the two 
farmer articles from the Ports of the Baltic and Hmiburgh, by J. 
and S, H. Oriffin, 

Danish and Dutch Rape Seed, is sold by the quarter of 8 bushels, 
and weighs about 561h. per bushel, or 4 cwt. per qr. The freight 
is generally 4-G to 5-G, or from 22-G to 27-6 per ton. Its present value 
is from 55 to 56 per qr. duty paid. Duty 1 per qr. 

Baltic Linseed, weighs from 52 to SGlhs. per bushel, or about 4 
cwt. per qr. Freight, (fee., the same as Rape Seed, and is worth from 
42 to 46 per qr. du^y paid. Duty Is, per qr. 

Mustard Seed meets the same as Rape Seed, but being subject to 
a prohibitory duty of 8 per bushel, or G4 per qr., can only be im- 
ported as white Oil Seed. 

Teel Seed is- used as a substitute. As for Rape, that which comes 
from Calcutta generally weighs SSihs. to 42lhs. per bushel or 3 cwt. 
per qr., consequently about 6i qr., or 26 maun<^s to the ton, It is sold 
by the qr., duty paid, and is at present worth from 36 to 36-6 per 
qr., the^*ffeight has lately risen from £4-10 to £6 per ton, or from 
14 to 19 per qr, 

From the above, wo should recominend, more particularly when the 
freight is high, to have the seed crushed at Calcutta, and the Oil 
sent to England in water-tight packages, the duty upon expressed 
Oils from any British possession being only 1 per cwt. The cake,, 
(more particularly linseed,) might likewise be sent ; there being a 
constant demand for it for feeding cattle, it is %orth from £8 to £12 
per ton. 
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Rape Cake, X6 to .£6-10 per ton. 

Result of 2 tons of Linseed eitlier sent honie from Calcutta fn its 
original state/ or crualied there and shipped as Oil and Cake. 

40 cwt. of Seed lOi qrs. at 45 per qr. £23 ,, 12 „ 6 

, less freight., 9 „ 0 „ 0 

14 „ 12 „ 6 

[Expenses of crushing, casks, &c., not ascertained.] 

40 cwt. of ditto : proceeds, 17 cwt. of Oil, at 

£27 ,, 10 per ton.,,. 23 „ 7 „ 6 

23 cwt. of Cake at £10 

per ton 11 „ 10 „ 


• 34 „ 17 6 

less freight 10 „ 0 „ 0 


Tho Oil 17 cwt 23 7 6 24 „ 17 „ 6 

Freight 6 „ 17 „ 6 

18 „ 0 „ 0 


T. 

To C. Mokley, Esq., 

Accountant. General 
Sm, 

In reference to the' subject of an interview which I had tho honor 
of holding with you, attended by Mr. W. Turner, Past Master of the 
Trade Association, by tho Committee of which body wo >w;id been 
deputed to wait on you, I have now tlio duty to report the result of 
iny communicating to them, your answers to the various queries and 
suggestions submitted by us on that occasion, and on their part to 
acknowledge the polite consideration with which we were received by 
you. 

Your explanations of the difficulties which would attend meeting 
the public wlsbos in regard to the delay of passing Co/s papers for 
payment of Interest, are allowed to be reasonable, but your assurance 
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thftt have been adopted for, as far as is prudent, remedying tlie 
evil, promises an improvement which it is hoped may lo made 
permanent. 

Relating to the present mode of receiving Company'» tlie 

Treasury for Interest without granting receipts or achnowlodgment 
of any kind ; the Committee of the Trade Association desire me to 
bring the subject again before you, and to beg thereto your most at- 
tejitive consideration. 

It is respectfully submitted that, although the present practice of 
registering deposits, as they occur, is an improvement on the old sys- 
tem of making no note thereof, still the system is so oveeedingly de- 
fective and unsatisfactory, that it requires Acincdy : — Without adding 
materially to the establifahment at the Treasiuy, it is conceived an 
alteration may be clfocted which shall give what is wanti d. The 
suggestion 1 have to make is, that parties depositing Company’s 
Paper for interest, or for renewal, shall themselves fill up tlie number 
and amounts so dopositi'd on blank printed forms to bo supplied by 
tbo Treasury, and wbicli shall only requiro the examinatl< ii and sig- 
nature of an appointed Officer or Cleik, to be a token of receipt, and 
that the papers shall not be redelivered without the produetion of 
such receipt, except (as in a case of loss.) under a PKnul of Indemni- 
ty. By such a system the risk of misappropriation by servants is 
avoided, and it will bo a guarantee to the Treasury Officers that in 
delivering hack the papers, they are doing so to the order of tho 
owning party, it would besides place proprietor# in a position to de- 
mand their papers iu case of the death of the Govcniment Officer, or 
of any oii^lr casualty, and would be only what is due to holders of 
Government Securities as protecting them from po.ssiblo 

The Trade Association accordingly hope, Sir, for your cordial co- 
operation in carrying out this suggestion, and that, if necessary, 
you will endeavour to obtain the sanction of Government to its 
adoption, 

Another subject of our interview related to a more general use of 
tho Copper Currency representing value of tlie ^>io of account, tho 
want of which is much felt, I am requested to bring this again to 
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your attention; and to suggest tliat tlie old coins of this value being 
sicca, and also of such an indefinite stamp as is thought may have 
prejudiced the natives against its use, a new coinage of pio sliould 
be struck, and issued for circulation; this should bo of just proportion- 
ate value to the other coins inexistence, and bearing an impression 
that shall distinctly define its value ; such a coin being eminently 
jc(ju*«cd, for the exact adjustment of all European accounts. 

It is Imped Unit this also will bo considered by you as worthy of 
Buppoit; and that }ou will have the goodness to use your best en- 
deavours to have both propositions carried into effect, ,as early as 
po'jsiblc, 

1 have ‘the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. F. KEMFRY, 

Master, Trade Association. 

Calcutta, 1 

the \)th March, 1840. J 


To inn Mastcu or Tim Calcutta Trade Association. 

Sir, 

Acfonutaot (jnKial’s ORito, With reference to iny letter of the 15th 

instant to your address, on the subject of Mr. Remfry^s communi- 
cation to me of the 9th March last, I have now the pleasure to 
forward, as roqiiestolf at our late interview, a copy of the correspon- 
(loiiee, which lias taken place, between this Office and Oovcriimout, 
regarding tliat communication, as noted in the margin 

2. The Trade Association will observe 

rXt «iot (»i Icttei 1 . G()\orn- « . , , , 

t (htMi Oil.,) iij.i'jio, that uovernmeiit have aceedea to my ap- 
Kt plication for an increase of establishment 

l»ui IS J ^ preparation of interest drafts and 

the renewal of Government Securities. In 
consequence of the greater despatch with wdiich this branch of the 
business of my department will now be conducted, I trust the Asso- 
ciation will be of opinion, that the granting of receipts on the deposit 
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of Govenimont Securities for any official purpose, mOy be dispensed 
with, 

I have the honor to he, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C, MORLEY, 
Accountant General 

Fort William, "V 
August, 1840. / ' 

EMract of letter to the Secretary to the Government of India in the 
General Department, dated iUh July 18 10, pars. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7. 

1. I have the honour to re'picst the favor of your bringing to tho 
notice of the Right lloii’ble the Governor General of India in 
Council, that for some years past, especially at tho periods at which 
tho interest on the debt falls due, representations have been made to 
mo by public creditors, of the delay which occurs in my office in tho 
renewal of Government Promissory Notes held by tbem, and in tho 
issue of drafts on the Sub-Treasurer for the Interest due thereon, 
and there being a gradual increase of dissatisfaction in consequence 
of tlio delay in question, an instance of wliicli is furnished in tho 
accompanying copy of a letter to iny addre.ss from Mr. G, F. 
Rcmfry, the Alaster of tho Trade Association, under date} the flth 
March last, and finding that with my best c.xertioiis I Jiave been as 
yet unable to obviate tho same, I feel at length compelled to address 
you on the subject, with the view to my being •provided with addi- 
tional establishment, should Ills Lordship in Council concur in the 
expcdieiiji^ of allowing it, in order to the removal of the inconveni- 
ence complained of. 

2, The delay in question, iTiave tho honor to report for tho infor- 
mation of Government, is chiefly caused by a largo increase of late 
years in the number af Promissory Notes and drafts passed for inter- 
est. This may be ascribed to the gradual increase of debt, and to 
the unceasing renewals and subdivisions of Notes, and in order to my 
shewing more clearly the extent of the increase, J beg to submit here- 
with a statement exhibiting tho number of Promissory Notes passed 
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for interest, with a memorandum at foot indicating the number of 
interest drafts issued from the year 1835-36, to 1839-40 inclusive. 
It will appear from this statement that the number of Notes passed 
for interest during each of these years was as follows, viz. 

In 1835-36 38,177. 

„ 1836-37 41,066. 

1837-38 • 45,846. 

„ 1838-39 51,829. 

„ 183940- 51,424. 

So that the number of Notes passed in 1836-37 in excess of the 

precceding year was 2,889. 

Ditto : In 1837-^38 , Do. 4,780. 

Ditto In 1838-39 Do. 5,983. 

In 1839-40 however there was a decrease in the number passed as 
compared with 1838-39, tlio cause of which is referable to a largo 
quantity of Notes having boon withdrawn by parties from the office 
of the Government Agent and not presented for Interest. Still how- 
ever a comparison between the number of Notes passed for* Interest 
in 1835-3G and 1839-40, shews an increase in the latter year amount 

ing to ^13,247, or to an extent 
of more than one-third the number 
passed in 1835-36. The number of 
Interest Drafts passed, has ranged 
' as follows viz. 

In 1835-36 14,240 

„ 183G-37 ]5,i^8 

„ 1837-3cS, 17,508 

„ 1838-39, 18,381 

„ 1839-40, : 19,644 

Thus showing that the increase in 1839-40 as compared with 
1835-36 was 5,404, or more than one-third the number passed in 
1835-3G. 

3. Besides the delay caused by an actual increase in the raumber 
of Promissory Notes and Drafts which pass through this oifice, 


*K\inibor of Notofi psisseU for InterotJt 

in 38,177 

Ditto in J 880 40 


DiiTcronco 


13.247 
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additional delay unavoidably arises from collateral circumstances, 
such as the examination of endoreements on the Notes and the Powers 
of Attorney, by authority of which they are frequently made, and 
which often originate correspondence between myself and the parties, 
and the Advocate .General, in order to my admission of the endorse* 
ments under the powers executed: — a Promissory Note may thus 
become the subject of unavoidable delay, and the increased and 
increasing issue of them, necessarily entails an augmentation of duty 
for which it appears expedient to provide. 

4. Government are aware that, the Interest on Bengal debt is 
declared to be payable at certain fixed periods, this stipulation how- 
ever is, I presume, not to be understbod literally, but with some 
reasonable latitude, and I am disposed to think that the public would 
not object to a postponement of their Interest beyond the period 
fixed for its payment, if it did not exceed a week or ten days, where- 
as it has too often been more than double that time. Assuming that 
this principle is admitted, and alluding to the fact of the large 
increase of work in the department as above shown, of which there 
appears to he no prospect of diminution, but rather of some increase, 
and being further impressed with the importance of preventing 
arrears and consequent eiuharrassmont in the Loan and Interest branch 
of my office, I have the honor to solicit, that Government will bo 
pleased to afford mo some small additional establishment to the extent 


*1 Assistant to aid in tljo Repfistry of 
liitt. Drafts and in corrcspoiidouco 
con nocte<l witli Promissory Notes, Jis. 170 

1 Ditto jlff^aid in the examination of I gQ 
ditto and cUocking Intt. i>aymcnts, ) 

Monthly Co. ’alls. 250 
Per Annum Co.’s Its. 3,000 


noted in the margin.* It will 
be satisfactory perhaps if I 
here point out, that the amount 
of the Feps on account of the 
renewal of Government Pro- 
missory Notes credited in tho 
General Treasury accounts 


for 1 839-40, is stated at Com- 


pany’s Rupees 5,227 5 4, which sum more than covers tlie additional 
establishment applied for; moreover if the increase in the number of 
Promissory Notes still continues, as is prob;fblo, some further aug- 
mentation of Fees may be expected. 

H 2 
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■*1 Assistant. tnre(’M\oall I'romissory 
NokiH tor Interost, examining 

tlio cnuerBcinoiits and granting rcccijits 
for them, and (»n rotiini of tlie JVotes to 
o)>tain counter rc'cei])ts fn^ia owners of 

thcin 

I J)itto ditto pi'oscutod for renewal do. 

Monthly, . 


75 

50 

125 


I’er annum,.. I,5()0 


7. In the letter of Mr. Remfry, before alluded to, a copy of which 
is hereto annexed, a suggestion is made for the obscrvanco of a sys- 
tematic acknowledgment in ray office of all Company’s Paper tendered 
by the public for the payment of Interest or other purposes, in lieu 
of the practice lieretoforo followed of granting no ;tcknowledgmcnts, 
although the Notes when presented are entered in a Dally Register 
kept for the purpose. I feel reluctant however to recommend the 
j)lan for the approval of Government, because its adoption would not 
only entail further expense on the state to the probable extent^ shewn 

in the margin, *biit would have 
the effect of adding to the res- 
ponsibility already placed on 
the establishment, and might 
load and embarrass it with de- 
tails connected with Bonds 
of indemnity, which, as Mr. 
Remfry observes, would become necessary in cases of return of Com- 
pany’s Paper to parties who may chance to lose the receipts given 
for them by this office. The present system therefore, wliich has 
been found to work well and without occasioning a single loss, 
should in my humble opinion continue to bo upheld, and I am in 
liopes that when I am furnished with power to provide for the more 
punctual discharge of the duties of the Loan and lutt. branches, that 
complaints will cease. 

Extract of a letter from the Secretary to the Government of India^ 
in the Financial Department, dated the 22nd July 1840, paras. 

1 and 2. 

< 

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 

the Cth instant, Avitli its enclosure from. Mr. G. F. Remfry, the 

Master of the Trade Associa- 
tion, and in reply to inform 


1 AHSi.st.int to aid in the Itogistry 
of liitl. Ih'afts and in convsiKnuionre 
euniKctod with nroiuiijsory K<»k‘s, .Us. 170 
J Ditto ti» aid ill tho oMuniimtion 
of ilitto and ill t’hockiiig lutorest ])ay- 
moiits, 80 

Cos., Kiipcvs 250 


you, that under the circum- 
stances stated, the Governor 
General in Council has been 


pleased to authorize the additional establishment proposed to be 
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entertained for the Loan and Interest Departments of yonr Office, at 
a montlily charge of Rupees. 250, with a view to correct the incon- 
voniepce and delay which has been complained of In regard to the 
renewal of Government Promissory Notes, and the iasuo of Drafts 
on the Sub-Treasurer for Interest payable by him. 

2. The Governor General in Council concurs with you in think- 
ing, that the plan proposed by Mr. Remfry, for the observance of a 
systematic acknowledgment in your Office, of all Company’s Paper 
tendered by the public for the payment of Interest, or other purposes, 
in supercession of the practico heretofore followed, is inexpedient, 

C. MORLEY, 

Accountant- General 

To THE Right IIon'hle George Earl of Auckland, G. 0. B. 

Gov, Genl of India in Council 

dsc, rf'C. 

The Memorial of the Calcutta Trade Association, 
Most Respectfully Siieweth, 

That your Memorialists are desirous of appealing to your Lord- 
ship in Council to relievo them from the serious losses to which they 
in common with the public, are exposed, when applying for the in- 
terest as it becomes due on their Company’s Paper. Your Memo- 
rialists submit that not only in the spirit, hut under the very terms 
of the different Loans to Government, they arc clCarly entitled to re- 
ceive their interest from time to time as it accrues, without incurring 
the risk of loss or the inconvenience of delay : they also feci assured 
that it ailrtfj's has been and will bo a matter of policy on the part 
of the Indian Government in respect to their Loans, to afford every 
possible security to the public creditor. 

That according to the system which now prevails at the General 
Treasury, the holder of Company’s Paper applying for his interest 
is obliged to deposit his paper in the Treasury, in order that a draft 
for the amount due may be prepared from it, but that no receipt or 
acknowledgment whatsoever is given to the hoUer by the officers of 
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tlio Treasury to whoso custody it is delivered, and that in case of 
loss or accident, he is left without any evidence of having parted 
with its possession. 

That the risk which your Memorialists thus incur is still further 
increased, by a want of all caution in returning the Company's Paj)cr 
together with a draft for tho interest, both of which are now delivered 
to any Sircar or person applying for them, merely in tho name of 
tho Proprietor^ and without requiring from him the production of his 
authority. That your Petitioners are prepared to adduce instances, 
whore, in consequence of the system, papers have been mislaid, and 
great inconvenience sustained, and that your Petitioners have been 
advised by their Counsel, that the Government also incur considera- 
ble risk, as that they would be answerable for the value of the Paper 
if tho Proprietor could prove tho delivery of it into the Treasury to 
one of their servants. 

Your Memorialists respectfully submit tliat the errors existing in 
tho present plan, and the dangers attending it arc self-evident, and 
they are ready to adduce instances of the losses aixd inconveniences 
of which they have been productive ; but while your Memorialists arc 
desirous of introducing a system affording security alike to the Go- 
vernment and Public Creditor, they are anxious that no additional 
duties should bo imposed on tho officers of tho public Treasury, and 
they feel assured that measures may be adopted conducive to the for- 
mer objects, and by which much labor may bo saved, which is at 
present unnecossarify incurred. 

That important as tho subject is, your Memorialists feel it unbe- 
coming in them to ask your Lordship in the present pres^Hn^'. of pub- 
lic business to devote any time to the consideration of the plans and 
tlotails, which your Memorialists are prepared to submit, but they 
humbly believe that the matter is of sufficient consequence to justify 
them ill rejBpcctfully siiggostiiig to your Lordship, that great advan- 
tage might bo gained, and much loss avoided, if tho question were 
referred to the committee who have recently investigated the late 
frauds at tho TreasM’y, or to any other Gentlemen your Lordship 
may jiiiD pleased to appoint. 
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That should your Lordship bo pleased to comply with this humble 
suggestion, your Petitioners will depute some of their body to attend 
the Committee with their plans, and to furnish every assistance or in- 
formation which they can offer or pro’cure. 

That your Memorialists humbly beg your 
Lordship's kind attention to this thoir 
respectful application, 

HENRY BURKINYOUNa, 

Master^ 


To II. BuKKLvyouNa, Esq. 

Mas^Vt Trade Amciation, 

In acknowledging the receipt of the Momorial of the Calcutta 
Trade Association, bringing to notice the inconvenience expei ionced 
by the poniniunity from a defective system iu the interest depart- 
ment of the Accountant (loncrars Office — I am directed to state tliat 
ail om[uiry Avill bo made and every possible facility and security 
atfonlcd in the matter represented. A furtlior reply will he made to 
your Memorial after communicating with tlic Accountant General. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

G. A. BUSIIBY, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, 
Pinancial Department, 

Council Chamber, \ 
the 2 G^hj 0 !lanuary, 1842. / 

PROPOSITIONS FOR CONDUCTING THE PUBLIC DEBT. 

FUtST. 

In order to simplify and accelerate the business of the Loan 
Department. 

1st. — Let all the present loans be converted into even sums of Com- 
pany’s Rupees, by the present holders paying up the difference. 
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2(1. — Let the interest on one and the samo loan be made payable 
at one and the same period, by the Government paying up the inter- 
est to an even date. 

3d, — Let all receipts for interest pn the back of the papers bo 
abolished. 

I 

In order to a speedy payment of interest, let a Register of all loans 
be kept, arranged numerically, and in order that this may not be dis- 
arranged unnecessarily, let it be made a rule that paper shall not be 
consolidated or divided but during the period one month previous to 
the date the quarter or half year’s interest falls due on any par- 
ticular loan ; at which time it is to bo supposed the interest duo down 
to the last payable period has>been drawn. 

The receipt (No. 1.) for interest to bo lithographed on the back 
of the interest draft upgn the Sub-Treasurer (No. 2,) and the party 
receiving the draft, to sign his name in the interest register (No. 3.) 
Let a note bo inserted on the loan paper to the following effect i 

‘‘ Consolidatablo in the months of” 

The receipts for interest on the back of the paper being abolished, 
it is presumed that a great reduction will take place in the quantity 
of paper reipiiring renewal. 

All papers issued on account of the same loan are to bear on their 
heading the date of the loan, and in the body of the paper the date 
from which interest is payable on that particular amount; this date 
must however always ' be the oven date of a quarter, or half year, 
according to the conditions of the loan. 

If possible it would be advantageous that all sales of paper should 
be Registered in the .Accountant General’s Office, by which^^uctico 
the necessity for endorsements on the h^^-ck of the paper would be 
removed. 
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No. 1. 

Calcutta, the 18 

TO THE sub-treasurer. 

Port William, 

Sm, 

At sight pay — 

the sum of Company’s Rupees.—— 

-being the- 

(quarter’s or half year’s) Interest on No.- 

of the (4) 5 per Cent, loan of the- 

, of = 

^ Accou7%tant General, 

Company’s Rupees 0,000-0-0 

Examined and entered 
hi Interest Register, 

IleadAssistant, 

Interest Department, 


No. 2. 


Calcutta, the — 1 — JS 

Received from the Sub-Treasurer the sum of Company’s Rupees 




r-bcing the Interest on Nos. 

of the (4) 5 per Cent, loan of date the- 

^ of — for the^^ 

(quarter or half year) ending the — * 


Company’s Rupees 0,000-0-0 



REGISTER OF 4 PER CENT. LOAN OPENED THE 
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SECOND. 

1st.— That a printed acknowledgment of tho amount contributed 
as a loan to the Government be granted to the party paying in tho 
Money to the Treasury. 

That the party paying in Money as a loan to tho Qovornment, 
sign his name in a Tlcgistor in which shall bo inserted in figures and 
in writing tho amount so paid in. 

That the interest upon the amount be paid to the proprietor at 
an appointed period by a draft in his favor, payable either at tho 
General Treasury or the Bank of Bengal, he signing his name in the 
interest Register. 


Tliis may bo demo in person or 
by Power of A.ttornoy --Members 
of Houses of Ajvciicy may bo 
Sworn Brokers for Uie purpose. 


That a^y portion or tho wliolo of 
such subscribed capital may be sold 
to another party — who at tho time of 
sale shall transfer the amount to the credit of tho purchaser by sign- 
ing tlic transfer in the Register of Stock, tho party to whom trans- 
ferred likewise affixing his signature. 

When transfer is made the eri<;‘inal receipt 
must, be produced, if the wh«»lo amount is 


t,ruusferi‘e<l tlic nujoipt to tlio selliiifj pro])rie- 
tor must l>o cancolli'd, if a portion «>nlY is sold 
II now receijit for the balance will bo j^ven or 
tho onprinal backed with the transfer. 


That tho original receipt 
shall bo of no value after 
transfer, tho party transfer- 
ring giving a certificate to 
the party to whom transferred, which certificate sliall bo obtained in 
printed form, from the Loan Department. 

That if on the purchase of any particular stook tho purchaser bo 
desirous of having tho interest thorcon paid in ai’y otlior part of tho 
country than the Presidency, he shall in his own proper handwriting 
insert s^}‘.4Rjqucst in tlio transfer Bogistcr, Notice of wliich request 
shall bo given from tho Loan Department to tho Collector of the sta^- 
tion where payment is to be maSe. 

As the essential evidence of proprietory right rests in tho signature 
in the transfer or Stock Register, and as tho security^ either to tho 
Government or tho Proprietor, is not effected by the paper given to 
him by the Loan Department; or the party transferring it; it is pre- 
sumed that much greater security against forgery and fraud will 
be afforded, and that at tho most the interest only could bo 

I 2 
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fraudulently obtained ; and that but for once or twice at the 
farthest. 

THE FOLLOWING WOULD BE THE HEADS REQUIRED 
IN THE REGISTER. 

Register of 4 per Cent. Loan of 1842. 

wirileaiSmuJu! Date of Contribution. 
cuUy arranged. Number. 

Amount contributed. 

Signatiu’o of contributcr. 

No. of acknowledgment. 

By whom acknoAvledgmcnt Bigued. 

When transferred. 

Amount transferred. 

Number of transfer Note. 

Rate of transfer. 

Signature of transferee. 

To what letter transferred. 

To what Number and letter balance carried. 


THE FOLLOWING WOULD BE THE nEADINGS OF THE 
INTEREST REGISTER. 

Interest Itccount of 4 per Cent. Loaji of 1842. 

Name of the holder. 

Tiiifi Register Amount of stock. 

will bo iili^huboti- *. . n . . . 

cully arranged. Amount of interest. 

Date when interest paid, 

Signature of the holder for the interest. 

Signature “of the Attorney of the Proprietor. 

ORIGINAL RECEIPT. 

, 4 per Cent. Loan of 1842. 

Rcceiyed this day of —1842 of loooo 
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Interest payable 
May 1st, Novem* 
bcr Ist and usual- 
ly paid a few days 
after. 

Transfer days 
Tuesdays, Wed- 
nesdays ^ Thurs- 
days, lluUdays 
exeepted. 


Mr. — ^ the 

snjn of : 

— — as a contribution to tho 

four per Cent. Loan of 1842 opened 
under tho authority of tho Governor 
General in Council as per proclamation 
contained in tho Government Gazette 


of T 


and under tho conditions therein stat- 


ed witness my hand 


Ii3. As. IV 


Witness 


TRANSFER. 

4 per Cent, Loan of 1842. 
Received this — day of — IS of 

Mr. tho 

Sum of 

being considera- 
tion for ten thousand Company’s 
Rupees interest in tho four per 
Cent. Loan of 1842 opened by au- 
thority of tho Govcrnor-Goncr^l 
in Council as per proclamatk)n 
contained in tho Government Ga- 
zette of date tho 

this day tran^ 

ferrod to thd said Mr. William 
Soaraes — witness my hand, 

JOHN PERIJIINS. 
Witness^-RICIIARD MONEY, 

Loan Department. 


InlorcHl duo Muy 
1st, Nfut'iubcr 1st 
jind paid a fow 
d!«ys aftiU'j 

Traiislcr d:i\s 
Tuosdays, Wed- 
uosdiiys k Tliurs- 
days, Holidays ox- 
«optod. ‘ 


lOOUO 
(1^^ 07 

Proprietors cai 
oith('r translbr Ir 
tlH-i)Holv<*s or l)i 
their Altonioy, Im 
iuiiu othor ruiumei 
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To B. J. Lattet, Eso*, 

Mmteff Trg^ Assooiation. 

Financial Department, 

Sir, 

With reference to the 2d paragraph of the letter from this Depart- 
ment, No. 76, dated the 26tli January last, I am directed to inform 
you that the Ilon'blo the President in Council having fully considered 
the suggestions of the Association for the more speedy despatch of 
husincsl in the Loan Department, and the introduction of another 
system of management in the Interest Branch of the Accountant 
Ocncrars Office, and having also had submitted to him the sentiments 
expressed thereon by the Commercial Directors of the Bank of Ben- 
gal, and the Accountant General, concurs in their opinion of the 
impracticability of adopting the measures proposed by the As- 
sociation. « 

I have the honor to bo. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. V. BAYLEY, 

Depy, ISecy, to the Govt, of India. 

Council Chamber^ \ 
the ith May, 1842./ 

To II. V. Baylev, Esq., 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of date 
the 4th instant, and in reply to request you will do me tk^ favor to 
furnish for the use* of the Association, copy of the opinionsVf the 
Accountant General, and the Commort-ial Directors of the Bank qf 
Bengal, referred to in your communication under reply. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. J. LATTEY, 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association. 

Calcutta, Ti^es IlQom,\ 

Ut Jfay, 1842. j 
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To E. J. Lattey, Esq., 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association. 

Financial Department. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter dated the — instant, soliciting copies of the 
opinions of the Accountant General and of the Commercial Directors 
of the Dank of Bengal referred to in my couimunlcatiou to you, dated 
the 4th of May, I am directed to inform you that tlm Honorable the 
rresident in Council regrets being obliged to decline a compliance 
with this application. 

I am, Sir, 

Your (fbcdieiit servant, 

11. V. BAYLEY, 

Depy. Secy, to the Govt, of India. 

Council Chamber. \ 
the 25th May, 1842 J 

u. 

To TUB IIon’ble Sir Edward Evan, Kxicht, ■ 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 

\ Fort William. 

The Memorial of the Master, Wardens, and 
Members of the Calcutki Trade Associatio7%. 
Eespectfully Siiewetii, 

That b^^Act XIL of 183G, the Sicca Eupeo was declared not to 
be a ijJgal Tender after the 1st of January 1^38, and that with 
.reference to the new coinage of the Company's llupec, the rates of 
charge in the Post Office, and Custom House, as well as c\xiry private 
cstablishnicnt in Calcutta, previously made iu the Sicca Rupee, have 
been regulated by the Company's Rupee, excluding the fractions arising 
out of the oouversion, and that these charges arq, in the majority of 
cases, numerically the same as when made iu the Sicca Rupee — Y'our 
Memorialists would further beg to state that the produoo of Ben- 
gal, and all articles of domestic consumption havO; with few excoj)- 
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tions, found tlieir level with the Company's Rupee, and that all 
Books of Accounts, whether of the extensive Merchant, or* the more 
limited Tradesman, arc kept in the Company's Rupee; consequently, 
that all charges, exactions, taxes, costs, or whatsoever other demand 
made, in what may now fairly be denominated a fictitious coin, tends 
to increased labor, and consequent increased expense: — Your Memo- 
rialistf; would also beg to bring to the notice of Your Lordship, that 
all the Revenue Collections of this Government are now made in the 
Company’s Rupee, as also all sales and purchases whatever, likewise 
all payments, except so far as any written document or obligation 
makes it imperative that, until such obligation ceases, payment 
should be made in Sicca Rupees ; then only is payment made in the 
Company’s Rupee, at 15>lGth of the former, to IG-lGjdis of the latter. 

Your Memorialists impressed with the certain belief that your 
Lordship is over ready to remedy existing evils, and to correct errors 
of practice which may have been unavoidably introduced, beg respect- 
fully to draw your Lordship's attention to what they holleve to he 
the only exception to the general rule, and to which your Memorialists 
arc persuaded, your Lordship will, if practicable, apply a remedy: — 
Your Memorialists feel that they arc touching on a delicate subject, 
and that they may thus expose themselves to the imputation of 
invidlousncss, hut, they arc fully iiiiprcsscd with the belief that the 
(juostion is one of a public nature, and based upon principles of 
consistency, and justvee; upon which grounds only your Memorialists 
hope to bo heard, a’iid to meet with your Lordship’s favorable 
consideration. 

Your Memorialists do accordingly pray, that, your LorSshj^ will 
take into consideration tho present state of Law charges, of what- 
soever nature, and regulate them in accordance with the present 
standard currency of the country, and agreeably to tho practice of 
tho Supreme Government, and the public at largo. 

And your Memorialists shall over pray, 

G. P. REMPRY, 

Master, Trade Association. 

Trade* Y 

2m 1840 . / 
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Sm, 


To G» F. Remfry, Esq., 

Master of the Calcutta Trade Association, 


I am directed by tbo Clilef Justice to acknowledge the receipt of 
a Memorial of the Master, Wardens and Members of the Calcutta 
Trade Association, as to tbc present state of la>Y cliarges, and am 
desired to inform you, that the Judges will take into their earliest 
considerafion, the best mode of regulating the law charges of the 
Attornies, in accordance with the present standard currency of the 
country. 

The fees of the Officers of the Court have long since been reduced 
to the current standvard. • 


1 have the honor to Ic, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

E. B. RYAN, 

Clerk to the Chief Justice, 

Supreme Court A 
lstApriU840./ 


V. 

ACT NO. XXVIL OF 1841. 

An Act for appropriating the Unclaimed Lmdends on 
Insolvent Estates, 

L Whereas pursuant to the Orders of the •Courts for the Relief 
of Insolvent Debtors at the several Presidencies, divers sums on 
account (fT unclaimed Dividends on Insolvent Estates have, fn>m time 
to time, been paid over by the Assignees of such Insolvent Estates, 
into the hands of the Accountant General and 3ub-*Trcasurcr, of the 
East India Company, at such several Presidencies with the privity 
of the Accountant General of the said Insolvent Courts, to the credit 
of the persons named in the Schedules as creditors of such Insolvents 
respectively; — and whereas it is expedient that in the event of no 
claim being established to such unclaimed Dividends or any part 
thereof, within a reasonable time, such Dividends should be distributed 
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among such of the creditors of such Insolvent Estates as shall have 
established their claims against such Estates respectively : — 

It is therefore enacted, that it shall bo lawful for the said Courts 
of Insolvent Debtors respectively, in the event of no claim being 
established to such Dividends or any part thcreojf, within six ycara 
after any Dividend shall have been so paid over, as aforesaid, to 
order the same to be repaid to such Assignees, to be by them distri- 
buted among such of the creditors of such Insolvent Estates as 
shall have established their claims against such Estates respectively 
and to order such claims to be expunged from such Schedules, 
Provided that this Act shall not affect the riglit of any party to be 
paid such Dividends out of^nny future Assets, which may come to 
the hands of the Assignees, together with any future Dividends which 
may bo declared on such Insolvent Estates respectively in the event 
of any such claim being afterwards established. 

II. And it is hereby enacted, that no such unclaimed Dividend 
shall, at any time, bo distributed under this Act, unless a Statement 
of such unclaimed Dividends bo previously published in manner fol- 
lowing: one year at least before making any such division as afore- 
said a Statement shall bo published three times in the English lan- 
guage, and also in one or more native languages iu the Official 
Gazettes of tbc respective Presidencies, which Statement shall con- 
tain the names and descriptions as contained in the Schedules of all 
parties in respect offf whose claims Dividends arc reserved, together 
with the amount of such claims respectively, and sliall spexdfy, 
wdiethcr any former Dividend or Dividends Lave been paid in respect 
thereof, and whether any proof shall have at any time TSeci^^made 
of the debt whereby any Dividend may have accrued. Provided 
always tliai this Act shall not authorize the distribution of any such 
Dividend ex-cept where no person shall at any time, have substan- 
tiated any claim to the debt in respect of which such Dividend may 
have become duo. 

III. And it is hereby further enacted, that in case it shall appear 
that any In^iilvent is.iindebted to any Domestic Servant for Wages, 
itihall bo^&wful for such Courts at or before the time of declarinir 
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a Dividend, to order the amount due for such Wages, but not exceed- 
ing in the whole the amount of six months^ Wages to be paid to such 
Servants out of the estate of such Insolvents. 

IV. And be it enacted that this Act shall not take cilect until 
the first day of January, 1843. 


w. 

ANALYSIS OP THE STATUTES OF LIMITATION. 

The object and effect of the statutes of Limitation are of the first 
consequence to every trading community, but in this country, and 
especially to the Momhers of the Trade Association they are of 
paramount importance. Many of the debtors of the Association 
reside at great distances from Calcutta, and rarely come to it even 
for temporary periods. The communications with them by Post arc 
troublesome and dilatory, and excuses may easily be framed for the 
irregularity, or even total absence of answers. Tlic consequence of 
these difficulties is, that the Debtor not being pressed by his Creditor, 
the time elapses which is limited by Law for bringing actions, and the 
Creditor discovers too late that his remedy is lost. ^In cases between 
an honest debtor and his Creditor, no advantage would bo taken, but 
if tlio debtor be not honest, or if ho die, and his Representative 
(especially the public Administrator,) Lave to protect the estate for 
the benefit of an impoverished family, or if the Creditor makes 
over bis deljts, or loaves the country, then his affairs falling into the 
bandsyff, a representative, it will rarely happen that the defence will 
not be resorted to, which the Statutes of Limitation afford ; 1 there- 
fore repeat, that a full knowledge of that branch of the Law is 
essentially necessary to every Member of this Association. 

By the Common Law any party, could recover who was able to 
prove his claim, and that without referrenco to the period at which 
it arose. This opened the door to the greatest frauds. Forgeries 
and perjuries were committed with impunity, for the honest victims 
of a well arranged plan were, through the lapse of time, deprived of 


K 
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tlio meand of defence. To remedy this evil, the 31st of James the 
1st, chapter 16, was passed, commonly known by the name of the 
Statute of Limitations, and a similar Act of Parliament was passed 
for Ireland in the 10th of Charles the 2d. 

It is unnecessary that 1 should dj|tain the Association by an 
analysis of tliese Acts. It will be sufficient for their purposes to 
state, that a Creditor on simple contract could not recover his debt if 
due for six years, unless ho could prove within that time an acknow- 
ledgment that it w^as duo, which acknowledgment might bo written 
or verbal. The Limitation for debt on Bond was 20 years. 

Ex[)orience has shown that the admission of 'cerhal acknowledg- 
ments did not cure the cvilt and in this country, when Natives were 
Plaintiffs and British subjects, (who come under the statute,) were 
defendants, I can say it was nearly nugatory. To remedy this 
defect, an Act of Parliament was passed on the 9th of May 1828, 
(9 George the 4t]i, Chapter 14,) and on the 29th of Juno 1840, an 
Act of the Supreme Government was passed (Act No. 14,) introduc- 
ing the English statute into India. 

By tliis Act, an alteration is made in the nature of the evidence^ 
which under the old statute would have been sufficient proof of the 
subsequent promise to pay the debt, and without proof of which pro- 
mise, no payment after the lapse of six years could have been 
enforced. Under the old Act, proof of a verbal acknowledgment of 
the debt or promise to pay was sufficient, hut by the 1st Section of 
the present Act, it is declared, that proof of a verbal acknowledg- 
ment or promise shall not be deemed sufficient evidence of a new or 
continuing contract, but that acknowledgment or prormse must be 
made iu writing, and signed by the party chargeable thereby/ 

But hero I have to observe, that if there has been a written ac- 
knowledgment of the debt or promise to pay, and this writing has 
been lost, then secondary evidence of its contents may be given, 
cither by proving a copy, or by the oral evidence of a Witness who 
can swear positively to its purport. (Hayden v. Williams, 7 Bingham 
163,) in such a case it will be seen, that the new Act has been com- 
plied with, the promise having been made in writing, but the proof 
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of this writing stands as it did before, and if the paper be shewn to 
be lost, secondary evidence of its having existed, may be adduced. 

It has also been held, that a part payment of the debt within six 
years, dispenses with the necessity of a writon promise, (Tippets t?. 
Ileane, 1 Crompton Meeson and Roscoe 252 and 4 Tyr 772,) but 
then it must appear, that the payment was made on account of the 
debt for which the action was brought, and it must also have been 
made in part payment of a larger amount, and the mere fact of a 
payment, although no other account subsisted between the parties, 
will not be construed as a sufficient admission to take the case out of 
the new Act. Proof of a verbal acknowledgment of having paid part 
of a debt, is not sufficient, the pay men itself must be proved, but a 
written acknowledgment of a part payment would be good, (Willis 
V. Newham, 3 Young and Jarvis 518.) 

A payment within six years of interest on a Note, was held 
sufficient to take the case out of the new Act, the Note remaining 
in the bands of the Plaintiff to whom it was payable. (Bealcy v. 
Greenslade, 2 Crompton and Jarvis 61.) Where the promise was by 
letter to pay the balance, but no sum was stated, held that it was 
sufficient to take tlie case out of the Act, but the amount not being 
stated, the Plaintiff could only recover nominal damages. (Dickenson 
t?. Hatfield, 5 Carrington and Payne 46.) Where goods wore sold at 
six months’ credit, and payment was then to be made* by a Bill of 
three months, it was held that the statute did not begin to run until 
the credit was expired, that is, the Plaintiff wo?ild not be barred by 
the statute, until six years and nine months from the sale of goods. 
(Helps v, “’f interbottom, 2 Barnwell and Adolphus 431.) A delivery 
of go^ls in part payment, is equivalent to an actual part payment, 
and will take the case out of ‘the statute. (Hart v. Nash, 2 Cromp- 
ton Meeson and Roscoe 337.) 

Where the Plaintiff’s claim arose for hay sold, and after six years 
had elapsed, on demanding payment the defendant said to him, “ you 
use spirits, why not have them from me as long as I owe you money 
for hay,” and the Plaintiff assented, and^the pefendant accordingly 
sent 4iim a gallon. This was held a sufficient part payment to take 



( 276 ) - 

iljc case out of the statute. (Hooper v. Stephens, 7 Carrington and 
Payne 2G0,) 

, An acknowledgment in writing by an Agent is not sufficient to 
take the case out of the Act, which requires it to be made by the 
debtor himself, (Ilydo v, Johnson, 2 K. N. Bingham 776, 3 Scott 
289.) And where the statute began to run in the life time of a debt- 
or, and he dying, and his will being contested, there was no Executor 
or Representative against whom an action could be brought, yet it 
was held not to suspend the operation of the statute, and the six 
years having expired before there was any representative to sue, the 
Creditor’s riglit of action was barred. (Rhodes t?. Smetliurst, 4 Mcoson 
and Welsby 42.) « 

By the first section of the Act it is also declared, that where two 
persons are jointly liable for a debt as partners, or joint makers of a 
promissory note, and one of them only has given a written acknow- 
ledgement or promise in writing, the creditor can only recover against 
that one, and will he entitled to his costs against him, but the other 
debtor, who did not join in the written promise, will have a verdict 
in his favor, and also his costs to be paid by the Plaintiff. 

But this applies only to a written acknowledgment or promise, for 
if interest on tlio debt has boon paid within six years by one of the 
makers of a joint and several promissory note, the other maker of the 
note still contfuuos liable, and the Act will not relievo him. (Chip- 
pendale V Thurston, ,4 Carrington and Panye 98.) But if one of the 
makers of a joint promissory note dies, and his Executor should pay 
the interest, such a payment will not be binding on the surviving 
maker, for the contract was severed by the death of the ot^r maker. 
(Slater v. Lawson, 1 Barnwell and Adolphus 396.) A payme^- of a 
part of the principal by a partner, or one of the joint makers of a 
note, will equally bind the other, and take the case out of the Act, 
although the payment by the Executor of a deceased partner, or 
maker of a note, does not deprive the survivor of the benefit of the 
Act. (Wyat Hudson, 8 Binghan 309.) 

The second sectio^V; declares , that no indorsement or 

memorandum of any payment upon any promissory Note, Bill, <fcc. 
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Acc. by or on bcbalf of tbo party to whom such pliymcnt Is made, 
shall bo sufficient to take the case out of tho Act. It must bo inado 
or signed by tho party to the Bill making the payment. 

The tliird section declares that the Act is to apply to all debts 
which a Defendant may wish to set off against any demand upon him, 
that is, its provisions arc equally applicable to a debt pleaded as a 
set off to another debt, as they would be to a debt sought to bo 
recovered. 

The fourth section enacts that a promise made by a party after ho 
comes of age to pay a debt, contracted during Infancy, must bo in 
writing. 

Tho fifth is a most important section; ^t enacts that no action shall 
bo maintained by reason of any representation or assurance as to the 
conduct, character, or ability of any other person, whereby such other 
person nfay obtain credit, money or goods, unless such representa- 
tion or assurance be made in writing signed by the party making it. 

The sixth section is an extension of the Act of Frauds and per- 
juries, (29 Car, 2 and 3) by that it is declared, that no contract for 
the sale, &c. of goods exceeding the value of ten pounds shall be 
binding, unless — 

1st. That there shall bo an actual delivery of a part of tho 
goods. 

2nd, Or else an earnest shall be given to bind the bargain. 

3rd. Or else that a memorandum in writing ho made of tho con- 
tract signed by tho party to bo charged. — Any of those three is 
sufficient. 

Thc^ provisions are now by the new Act extended to all contracts 
above wn pounds, althoughnho goods are to be delivered at a future 
time, or that some Act may be necessary for the making or com- 
pleting thereof or "rendering tho same fit for delivery. 

The seventh section declares that no stamp is necessary for any 
of the written promises, memorandums, or agreements, required by 
the recent Act of this Government. 

The chief object of this Act may be briefly fitated to bo to make 
the evidence more certain of any renewal or acknowledgment of the 
contract through a subsequent promise to pay, by rejecting a verbal, 
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and requiring a written promiae; excepting in cases, where some 
Act of the party, (such as paying interest or principal,) is equally 
conclusive of his intention. 

The above is I believe a correct Analysis of the new Act, and the 
decisions 1 have cited will tend to explain its application in practice. 

LONGUEVILLE CLARKE. 


X. 

To THE TTon’ble Sir Edward Rtan, Kt ., 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature, Fort William, 

The Memorial of the Members of the 
Calcutta Trade Association, 

Respectfully Sheweth, 

That your Memorialists are impressed with the belief that the sale 
of property seized under a writ of your Hon’ble Court, as at present 
practised, is attended with serious loss both to Debtor and Creditor, 
and that by an alteration in the system of conducting and advertising 
such sales, a closer approximation to the real value of the property 
brought to sale would bo obtained, and thereby benefit and protect 
both Debtor and Creditor. 

Under this impression your Memorialists respectfully beg leave to 
point out that which to them appears objectionable in the present 
practice, and to suggest for your Lordship’s consideration and appro- 
val, such modificatioft as they believe will induce to the end in view. 

Your Mcnrorialists observe that sales of sequestrated property are 
only once advertised in one paper, viz, the Calcutta Gazette, a paper 
of very limited public attention and circulation ; and your !^mori- 
alists are of opinion that such a mode of advertising does not give 
sufficient publicity. 

Your Memorialists further observe that they believe, that the place 
appointed for the sale of such property, viz. the lower Verrandah of 
the Supreme Court, is detrimental and unfavorable to the seller ; the 
situation of the Court’ being distant from the general marts and resort 
of the public, and only frequented by persons whoso business is im- 
mediately connected with the Court. 
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Your Memorialists further beg to observe, that they believe the 
sale of property as at present conducted by a non-professional auc- 
tioneer, operates unfavorably for the party whose property is under 
sequestration. 

Your Memorialists having stated that which to them appears to 
operate to the serious loss of the seller, beg most respectfully to 
suggest that in future all property seized under a writ of your Ilon’- 
blc Court, shall be for a sufficient time, according to the distance 
such property may be from Calcutta, advertized in all of the lead- 
ing papers and advertizers of the presidency, on alternate days, as 
is generally practised in the sale of property, and further that such 
sales be conducted by a professional angtjtionoer at a public Auction 
Establishment. 

Your Memorialists in furtherance of the foregoing, also suggest 
that the additional expense which the adoption of the method pro- 
posed may entail, he defrayed out of the proceeds of sales. 

Your Memorialists in confirmation of the advantages that are de- 
rived from the employment of professional persons in conducting 
public sales, beg to bring to your Lordship’s notice the fact that a 
saving of about 20,000 Rupees per Annum to Gruvemmeut has been 
effected at the Calcutta Mint, in the disposal of unserviceable copper, 
by the etnploynient of a professional auctioneer, instead of, as was * 
formerly the practice, by the Assistants on tl^e Plstablishmcnt. 

Your Memorialists tlicrofure respectfully solicit; that your Lordship 
will be pleased to take into your consideration the suggestions herein 
offered, and to authorize such a modification of the present practice 
as shall giVe full protection to parties whose property lies under 
seiziir^ of your Ilon’ble Court. 

* • H. BURKINYOUNG, 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association, 

Calcutta, ^ 

Dec. 23, 1841 J ‘ ' 

To 6 A Bushby, Esq., 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department 
Sir, ^ 

I have the honor to forward the accompanying copy of a Memo- 
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rial addressed by tho Trade Association to the late Chief Justice, 
Sir Edward Ryan, on tlic subject of Sheriff’s Sales ; also copies of 
Biibsoquont Correspondence with Mr. Sheriff Sinoult, and a letter 
from the Honorable Sir Lawrence Peel, suggesting that the papers bo 
submitted for tho consideration of the Legislative Council, in accor- 
dance with which I have to request you will do me tho favor to lay 
the whole before tho Right Honorable tho Governor General in Coun- 
cil, with a recommendation, that the same be submitted for the con- 
sideration of the Ligislative Council. 

1 have tho honor to be, 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. LATTEY, 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association. 

Calcutta, Trades Boom, 1 
tlic 23d November, 1842. / 


FROM OFFICIATING SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDIA, TO R. J. LATTEY, ESQ. 

Master, Calcutta Trade Association. 


Legislative Depautwient. 

Siu, 

I am directed to acknowledge tho receipt of your lettej, dated the 
23rd November last, to the address of Mr. Secretary Bushb^, sub- 
mitting a Memorial, addressed to the Ohitf Judge of Her Majesty’s 
Supreme Court, by tho Trade, on tho subject of conducting Sheriff’s 
Sales. 

2. The president in Council has given a careful consideration to 
your representation, and has instituted such enquiries regarding it 
as seemed to be necessary to a thorough understanding of the case. 
Tho result I am now llesired to inform you is, Ilis Honor in Council 
is not satbfioid that any compulsory law on the subject would be at- 
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tended with such unmixed and important advantage as (o justifjr 
legislation** 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

. FRED. JAS. IIALLIDAY, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
Council Chamber, \ 
lith January, 1843. J 


Y. 

To II. Burkinyoung, Esq., 

Master of Calcutta Trade Association, 

Sir, 

I have the honor, by direction of the Calcutta Police Committee, 
to transmit to you the annexed extract of a letter. No. 13, of tho 
20tK ultimo, from the Secretary to Govcriimciit iu the Judicial De- 
partment, and to state to you, that tho Committee would bo glad to 
be favored with such suggestions as may occur to yourself, or to any 
df the members of tho Association, as tending to further tho object 
the Government has in view in instituting tho present enquiry. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, . 

. J., FORSYTH, 
Secretary to the Committee, 

Calcutta, 2bwn Hall, \ 

5th February, 1845. J 


(Extract.) 

From the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
To J. H. Patton, Esqh. To 


J. H. Patton, Esqh. 

R. Walker, „ 

R. H. Mytton, „ 

J. Forsyth, „ 

GENTli^MBN, 

“I am directed to inform you, that the Right Honorable tho 

L 2 


W. Ritchie, Esqh. 

A. Rogers, „ 
and 

Bab^o Ramgopaul Qhosb, 
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Governor of Bengal lias been pleased to appoint you a Committee 
for the purpose of enquiring into, and reporting on the state of the 
Calcutta Police, in all its branches, and suggesting such alterations 
and improvements as you may judge proper/' 

A true Extract, 

J. FORSYTH, 

Secretary to the Committee, 

To J. Foksytii, Esq. 

Secretary to the Police Committee, 
Siu, 

Your letter of dato the 5th instant to the address of the Master 
of the Trade Assoeiation, was laid before a General Meeting of that 
body, convened for the purpose of taking it into consideration, and 
I am requested to solicit, as a preliminary measure, that you will 
furnish the Trade Assoeiation with the following particulars. 

The present numerical force of the Police, viz. 

European Constables. 

Thonadars, 

Nail) Thanaclars, 

Chowkedars, 

The number of Thanas and their situation. 

The disposition of the Police force. 

I am, Sir, \ 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN MULLER, 
Secretary, Trade Association, 

To J. Forsyth, Esq., 

Sir, 

Your two letters of tbe 5th and 22d of Febuary, 1846, having 
been circulated to the Members of the Calcutta Trade Association, 


with the pay per mensem of 
each officer. 
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as also laid before two General Meetings of that body, convened for 
the special purpose of taking the subject therein referred to into 
consideration, I have now the honor to forward, by direction of the 
Master of the Association, (Mr. 11. C. LePnge,) copy of the Resolution 
which has been passed, as also copies of tlio several Minutes of the 
Members. 

I have the honor to bo. Sir, 

Your i^iost obedient servant, 

JOHN MULLER, 

Sccretimj, C. T. A. 

Trade Booms, 

Free Mason s Hall, 

5 th April, 1845. 

Extract from the Proceedings of General Meetings of the Trade 
Association, of the 13<A and 2dth March, 1845. 

Resolved that the following suggestions bo submitted to the Tolico 
Committee for its consideration. 

Lst. That there be a Magistrate for each Division of the Town, 
and that his office be hold in a centrical part of the Division. 

2nd. That there be a general central Court of Magistrates, where 
all the Division Magistrates shall sit once a week to doci<lo cases 
which ma}^ be appealed to this Court. 

3rd. That there^be a largo infusion of ro3|ioctablo Europeans or 
East Indian Superintendents, and that, in Girder to nuidcr these 
Officers ashfree from improper control as possible, they should be free 
fron^iecuiiiary obligations. ^ 

4tTi. That the necessary ^qualifications for the office of Superin- 
tendent be a colloquial knowledge of two of the native languages. 

5th. That 'the Superintendents shall bo authorized to take imme- 
diate^ cognizance of cases occurring within their division, whether in 
the night or day, take depositions, and, wlien necc.ssary, refer the 
case to the Division Magistrate or dismiss it, but not to bo allowed 
to ii^ict fine or punishment of any descripti(pn. e/’ 

mh. That the construction of each Thana. be such as to admit 
of a Superintendent residing on the premises. 
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7th. That there bo a considerable infusion of up-country men 
of military cast, as Thanadars, Naibs and Chowkedars. ^ 

. ' 8th. That a standard of qualification, both jus to character and 
physical power, be fixed ft>r Chowkedars. 

9th. That the Chowkedars bo provided with the following 
articles. 

1st. A uniform dress, say the rifle jacket and the old Seepoy 
Vandyke shirts, \][ith a cap and brass plate. 

2nd. A short staff. 

3rd. A dark lantliorn, to be secured by a belt round the waist. 

4th. A metal rattle. 

lOtli. That the pay of a Cliowkedar be not less than 6 Rupees 
per nmiith, and the native officers of tho Police be proportiouably 
increased. * 

llth. That there be one or more horse patrols for each station ; 
moro particularly the distant stations, for the purpose of conveying 
speedy intelligence. 

12th. That there be a continued change in the beats of the 
Chowkedars. 

KHh. That there bo River Police stations, and a regular or* 
gani/.cd River Police. 

14th. That tho regular construction of native huts into streets 
and throughfares, be enforced by law. 

15lh. That the celebration of native festivals in tho Town be 
prohibited, and confinftd to the outside of the town ; more especially 
those of the Dewallee and Mohurruin. ^ 

IGtb. That tho .Magistrates be also a board of commissioners 
of scales, weights and measures ; apd that no weights scales or 
measures, but such as have been stamped at the commissioners’ 
office, shall be allowed to be used ; and that parties having in their 
possession false scales, weights or measures, be heavily fined or other- 
wise punished. 

IZt^,, That tho Superintendents of Bazars be placed under the 
Poljj^^'ajul that they* may be authorized to seize and confiscate all 
b^ or unwhe^somo meat, fish and other eatables brought to'' the 
bazar. 
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18th. That foot paths be divided off from all the principal roads 
by posts of cast iron and chains, at convenient distances. 

19th. That it be part of the duty of the day Chowkedars to 
make all hackery drivers proceed on the proper side of the road, 
and not to obstruct the passage, as they are now in the habit of 
doing, by spreading themselves from one side to the other. 


z. 

To J. II. Patton, Esq., 

C/ne/it Magistrate, 

Sir, 

I have the honor, by directions of the Committee of the Trade 
Association, to request you will do them tho favor to state, for their 
information, whether fees arc dcmandable upon compulsory, as well 
as upon voluntary affidavits, made at tho Police. 

Should such not be the case, tho Committee will feel particularly 
obliged by your favoring them with a definition of what may be con- 
sidered at the Police as voluntary, and what compulsory affidavits. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obcadient servant, 

JOHN MULLER. 

Secretary, Calcutta Trade Association, 

Calcutta, Trade Booms, "j 
No. 1, Raneemoody Gully, > 

the 7th F£)ruary, 1843. ) 

To J. Muller^ Esq., 

Secretary to the Calcutta Trade Association. 

I bc^ to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th ultimo, 
and to state for tho information of tho Members of the Trade Asso- 
ciation, that no fees are demandablc upon compulsory affidavits 
made at the Police Office, although a charge t)f 2 Rupees is made 
on omAx voluntary affidavit. 

2nd. Referring to the 2d clause of your letter,.! beg to observe 
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that voluntary affidavits are those made epontaueously by parties in 
matters relating directly, or indirectly, to their individual advantage, 
or the advantage of those connected with them ; while all affidavits 
enjoined by a court of law are compulsory ; in other words, the one 
is the medium of promoting private interests, optional with the par- 
ties concerned, the other, of furthering the ends of justice and the 
common good, compulsory on those cognizant of the means of 
doing so. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. IL PATTON, 

Chief Magistrate, 

Calcutta, Police Office^ 1 
Gt/d March, 1843. / 


AA. 


To THE llONORABLE Sill 11. MaDDOCK, 

President in Council, <Soc, ^c, 

The Memorial of the Master, Wardens 
and Members of the Calcutta Trade 
Association, 

RESPECTrULLY SllEWETH, 

That the said Association comprises in its body most of the Eng- 
lish firms in Calcutta, who have extensive employment for native 
artificers, workmen, fabourers and servants ; and that the want of a 
clear, unequivocal ^and well understood law for the enTorcement of 
the duties of such persons to their piasters and employers his long 
been felt as a very serious evil ; and a diversity of constructions 
prevailing among the Magistrates of Calcutta, as to the meaning 
and operation of the existing law, has greatly aggravated tJie said 
evil, and m0;kes it highly desirable that such law should be amended. 

That mere civil remedies by action for compensation or damages 
are pseikBs in relatio*, to persons in the condition of artificers, work- 
menj^ labourers and servants : and that your Memorialists Volieve 
ithe Rule Ordinance and Regulation of 19th October 1816, was 
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consequently intended, by analogy to English Statue ‘Law, to supply 
the place of such remedies, and enforce the rights of masters and 
employers, but the same has partially failed from the causes afore- 
said. 

Tliat in the mechanical arts and trades, and in some others, it is tho 
practice in Calcutta for contracts for work and service, both by the 
piece and by the time, to be ’made by a head mistreo, who undertakes 
for himself and a number of other workmen ; and that probably 
ever since the establishment of Europeans in Calcutta, it has boon 
the practice in such cases, to make to sucli mistrccs an advance of 
money to meet the wages of liis under workmen. 

That your Memorialists conjeeture ttiat tiie practice of making 
such advances originated in want of confidence of Native workmen 
in European employers, that it has been continued to the present 
time, and such is tho force of custom and habit over tho Native 
mind that your Memorialists find it impossible to discoiUinuo it. 

That the said Native workmen, taking advantage of a custom 
originating which themselves and almost unknown in Europe, commit 
great frauds on their employers — your Memorialists. 

That your Memorialists have embodied their views of tho remedies 
which they need, and to which they deem themselves entitled, in 
a draft of an act, as a mom convenient form of explaining their 
views, and respectfully beg your Honor's consideration of tho same 
and recommendation thereof to the Legislative Council. 

R. C. •LEPAGE, 

Master. 

II. BURKINYOUNG, 

, Past Master. 

Calcutta, Trade Booms A 
the January, 1846. / 

Act of 184 . 

An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to contracts 
between the Masters and Artificers and others., 

I^Whereas, by several Rules, Ordinances and Regulations for 
the good order and Civil Government of the settlement of Fort 



( 288 } 


William in Bengal, provision is made for the enforcement of the con- 
tracts and obligations of servants and workmen in certain cases, 
and for the punishment of breaches thereof, and is expedient to 
consolidate and amend the same. 

It is therefore enacted that so much of the 
Rule, Ordinance and Regulation passed in Coun- 
cil on the 26th July, and registered on the 11th 
November 1814, as is contained in the second 
clause thereof ; and so much of the Rule, Ordi- 
nance and Regulation passed in Council on the 
23rd March, and registered on the 13th April 
1816, as is contained in 2nd clause thereof ; 


Clause 2nd of rules 
passed ‘26th July, regis- 
tered 11 th November 
1814, repealed. 


Clause 2n<l of Kulo 
])aHs<jd ‘Jlird March, re- 
gistenal Iflth April 
1816, repealed. 


Ihilo passed 19th Get. 
rogistorod 12th Nov. 
1816, repealed. 


Artificers, &c. receiv- 
ing from Master, &e. in 
(^alcutta, any advaneo 
on account of work, &c, 


and Rule, Ordinance and Regulation passed in 
Council on the 19th October, and registered on 
the 12th November 1816, shall be and the same 
arc hereby repealed. 

II. — And it is hereby further enacted, that 
when any artificcj', workman, labourer or ser- 
vant, shall have received from any master or 
employer, resident or carrying on business in 
the Town of Calcutta, any advance of money, 
on account of work or service, which* he shall 


and making default to 
perform the work, or 
got tho same poiformod 


have contracted to perform or to get performed 
, by any other artificers, workmen, labourers or 
^servants, shall have made default to perform, or 


J. P. for Calcutta, or 
Magistrate of Zilluh in 
which Artificers, &c. 
shall bo 


may, on complaint, 

, issue summon ibr war- 
rant, &o. 


get the same performed according to the terms 
of his contract or duty in that behh,lf, it shall 
ho lawful for any one Justice of the Veacc, 
acting in and for the said Town of Calcutta, 
or for any Magistrate of any zillah, dis.trict or 
place wherein such artificer, workman, labourer 
or servant shall for the time being he or reside, 
upon complaint by. or on behalf of the master 
or Employer, who shall have made such ad- 
vance, to issue his summons or "a warra\^. for 
bringing before him, or any other such Justice 



and on proof that such 
artificer &c. has without 
good cause, mifcde de- 
fault to porfonn or get 
performed such work, 
&c. 


such J. P. or Magistrate 
shall, at the option of 
tlio Master &c. order 
such artificer &e. to 
perform or get porfbrm- 
efl such work, &o. 

or to repay to such 
Master, iltc. the money 
advanced, or such part 
of it, as may seem 
just kc. 

and to commit such ar- 
tificer, &c. for not less 
than one montli nor 
more tlian twelve months 
with hard labour un- 
less lie shall sooner re- 
pay the iiibucy ; 


nevertheless such order 
not to deprive the 
Master of any civil 
rerne<ly. 


When any &c. 

shall order any artificer 
to perft/rn or got per- 
formed any work, &c. 


such J. P., &c. shall re- 
quire such artificer, kc. 
to enter into a recog- 
nizance, with one or 
more sureties, in not 
less treble the 

amou^of the money 
advanced, 
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or Magistrate, such artificer, workman, labourer 
or servant as shall have received such advance 
as aforesaid, and in case it shall bo proved to 
the satisfaction of such Justice or Magistrate 
that such artificer, workman, labourer or ser- 
vant has, without good and sufiicicnt cause, 
made default to perform or got performed such 
work or service, such Justice or Magistrate may 
and is hereby required, at the option of the 
said master or employer, to order such artificer, 
workman, labourer or servant to repay to such 
master or cmplo/cr the money advanced or 
such part thereof as to such Justice or Magis- 
trate may seom just and proper, and to commit 
such artificer, workman, labourer or servant to 
the common gaol or House of Correction there 
to he kept to hard labour fur any period not 
less than one month or exceeding twelve months 
unless ho shall sooner repay to the said master 
or employer the money ordered; provided never- 
theless that no such order for tlio repayment 
of any money advanced shall, while the saino 
shall remain unsatisfied, deprive the said master 
or employer of any civil remedy by action or 
otherwise which he might Lave had hut for this 
Act. 

III. And it is hereby further enacted that 
when anjr Justice or Magistrate shall order any 
artificer, workman, labourer or servant to per- 
form or get performed any work or service ac- 
cording to the tenor and effect of his contract 
or duty in that behalf, such Justice or Magis- 
trate shall require such artificer, workman, 
labourer or servant toentef into a recognizance, 
in the form herewith annexed, with one or more 
good and sufficient sureties in such sum as to 

M 2 



foi- due performance of 
tJic order, 

and ill cane such arti- 
ficer &c. shall neglect 
&c, to execute such 
recogniaanco or to find 
sureties; 

such J. P. &c. shall 
commit such artificer 
ha, to gaol to hard 
labour, for not less 
than six months nor 
more than twolve, un- 
less ho shall sooner 
enter into such recog- 
riiJanco, kc. 


If any artificer, &c 
shall receive from any 
other iirUliecr, &c. or 
fn*rn Jiny other sirdar 
or head man, money us 
his share of an advance. 


or on account of his 
wages before the same 
hav(^ been carneti and 
shall not perform the 
\v(>rk, &c. 


such tl. P. may, upon 
comi»lamt either of 
JM aster, he. ortheaili- 
ficer, he. or sirdar, &c. 
issue summons or war- 
rant; 


and otf proof that first 
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such Justice or Magistrate may seem proper, 
not being less than treble the amount of tho 
money originally advanced for the due perform- 
ance of the said order, and in case such arti- 
ficer, workman, labourer or servant shall neg- 
lect or refuse to execute such recognizance, or 
to find sureties to the satisfaction of such 
Justice or Magistrate, such Justice or Magis- 
trate may and is hereby required to commit 
such artificer, workman, labourer or servant 
to the common gaol or House of Correction, 
there to be kept to hard labour for any period 
not loss. than six months, nor exceeding twelve 
months, unless ho shall sooner enter into such 
recognizance and find such sureties. 

IV. — Aud it is hereby further enacted that 
if any ' artificer, workman, labourer or servant 
shall have received from any other artificer, 
workman, labourer or servant or from any sirdar 
or head man any sum of money as his share of, or 
on account of any such advance as is in the second 
clause of this Act mentioned, or as his share or 
on account of his wages before the same has 
been earned, shall not perform the work or ser- 
vices by him engaged to bo performed or which 
by the usage of his trade, employment or casto 
or otherwise it is his duty to perform, it shall bo 
lawful for any one such Justice or Magistrate 
as aforesaid, upon complaint either of the mas- 
ter or employer who shall have made ^he origi- 
nal advance, or of the artificer, w^rkman, 
labourer or servant or sirdar or head man to 
whom it shall have been made, to issue his sum- 
mons or warrant for bringing before hii;^' or any 
other such Justice or Magistrate the par^/. com- 
plained against,, and in case it shall bo proved. 
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mentioned artificer, &c. 
bus witiiout good cause 
made default to perform 
his part of the work, 


such J. P. shall, at the 
option of tlio coniplain- 
rtiit, order artificer, &iG. 
t»o porform such work, 
kc. 

or order him to repay 
the numey by him re- 
ceived, &c. 


and to commit such ar- 
tificer, &c. 


for not less than one 
month nor more than 
twelve months. 


When J. P., &c. shall 
ordt'r artificer, kc. to 
j)orfo]-m work7 kc. ho 
shall require artificer 
&c. to Juiter into recog- 
nizatioe with one or 
more sureties in such 
amount as *), P., &,c. 
may proper. 


to the satisfaction of such Justice or Magistrate 
that such first mentioned artificer, workman* 
labourer or servant has, without good and suffi- 
cient cause, made default to perform his part of 
the work or service or duty in respect of which 
he shall have been paid as aforesaid, such Jus- 
tice or Magistrate may and i.s hereby required 
at the option of the party complaining, to order 
such artificer, workman, labourer or servant to 
perform such work or service according to his 
contract or duty in that behalf, or to order such 
artificer, workman, labourer or servant to repay 
the said money by him received as aforesaid or 
such part thereof as to such J ustice or Magis- 
trate may seem just, and to commit such arti- 
ficer, workman, labourer or servant to the com- 
mon gaol or House of Correction there to be 
kept to hard labour for any period not less than 
one month nor exceeding twelve months, unless 
ho shall sooner repay the money ordered; pro- 
vided nevertheless that no such order for tlio 
repayment of any money shall, while the same 
shall remain unsatisfied deprive any party of 
any civil remedy, by action or otherwise, which 
he might have had but forj,this Act. 

V. — And It is hereby further enacted that 
when any Justice or Magistrate shall order any 
such artificer, workman, laRourcr or servant as 
is in theiast Section of the Act mentioned, to 
perform any work or service, such Justice or 
Magistrate shall require such artificer workman, 
labourer or servant to enter into tlie like recogni- 
zance as aforesaid, with one or more good and 
sufficient sureties, in such amount as to such 
Justice or Magistrate may seem proper, for the 
due performance of the said order, and in case 
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and if such artificer, iltc. 
shall neglect to execute 
same or to find sureties, 
such J. &c. shall 
commit such artificer, 
&c. to gaol to hard la- 
bour for not loss than 
six months nor more 
than twelve months un- 
less he shall sooner en- , 
ter into recognizance. 


In casoH in which J. 
r., &c. may take rtfoog- 
nizance ho may, besides 
requiring* sucli recog- 
nizance or instead there- 
of put or outhorizo the 
Master, &o. to put such 
artificer, &c. 


under such restraint, &c. 
as may ho conducive or 
nccesHury to secure obe- 
dienco to order. 


If any Master, kc, 
Khali hnvo contracti'd 
for or ho entitled to 
work, kc. 


and shall have advanced 
money on account of 
such work, &c. and any 
other master, &;c. in Cal- 
cutta, or his head man, 
Borvant. kc. slialluutico 
or take into his serrtco, 
&c. or employ such ar- 
tificer, kc. so that such 
artificer shall ho unable 
ti> perform his work, &c. 


8uch artificer, workman, labourer or servant 
shall neglect or refuse to execute such recogni- 
zance or to find sureties to the satisfaction of 
such Justice or Magistrate, such Justice or 
Magistrate may, and is hereby required to 
commit such artificer, workman, labourer or 
servant to the common gaol or House of Cor- 
rection, there to be kept to hard labour for any 
period not less than six months nor exceeding 
twelve months ; unless he shall sooner enter 
into such recognizance and such sureties. 
VI,-^And it is hereby further enacted that in 
the several cases aforesaid in wliich any Justice 
or Magistrate is empowered to take such re- 
cognizance as aforesaid, it shall bo lawful for 
such Justice or Magistrate, besides requiring 
such recognizance, to put, or to authorize the 
master or employer, to put, any such artificer, 
workman, labourer ’or servant under such res- 
traint, control or superintendence as to such 
Justice or Magistrate may socin conducive or 
iiocossary to secure obedience to his order. 

VII. — And it is hereby further enacted that 
if any such master or employer as aforesaid 
* shall have contracted for or by the course or 
custom of trade sliall be entitled to any work 
or services to be performed by any artificer, 
workman, labourer or servant, and shalhhave 
advanced any money on' account of such work 
or service, and any other master or ejbip’oyer 
carrying on trade or business in the sai{), town 
of Calcutta, or his head man, servant or agent, 
shall entice or take into his service, or shall 
omploy such artificer, workman, laboqjrer or 
servant in such manner, and so as that susb ar- 
tificer, workman, labourer or servant shall there- 



for his original master ; 

any Justice of Calcutta, 
or Magistrate of Zillali 
&c. in which such other 
master or employer 
shall reside may issue 
s\immona or warrant for 
appearance of such 
other master, &c. 


and on proof that an 
advance had been 
made, 


and that by reason 
either solely or pailiul- 
ly of the second cm- 
jdoynjcnt the artiljcer, 
^c. becaino unable to 
porform bis Avork, kv. 
for tbe original master 
such J. &c. shall with- 
out calling for ])roof 
that tlie second master 
kv; had notice or know- 
ledge of the adA’^anco, 
order the other Master 
he. to pay the amount 
of the advance to the 
originnl master and to 
make warrant to levy. 


Tf any artificer &c. 
shall without excuse 
and coAitrary to his 
duty, leave unfinished 
any y^Ark or absent 
iiims^ or desert his 
emfJfDAtmienl he. 
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by be unable to perform such work or service 
or his duty to or for the original master or em- 
ployer, it shall be lawful for any Justice of the 
said town of Calcutta, or for the Magistrate 
of any Zillah, district or place wlicrein such 
other master or employer shall be or reside, up- 
on complaint by or on behalf of the said origi- 
nal master or employer, to issue his summons, 
and in default of due appearance thereto his 
warrant, for bringing before him, or hoforo 
any other such Justice or Magistrate, such 
other master or eAplojer, and in case it shall 
bo proved to the satisfaction of such Justice or 
Magistrate, that the alleged advance had been 
made by siicli first mentioned or original 
master or employer, and that, by reason, cither 
solely or partially, of the second employment 
tlie artificer, workman, labourer or servant be- 
came or was unable to perform bis work or 
service or duty to or fur the said first mention- 
ed or original master or employer, it shall be 
lawful for such Justice or Magistrate, and ho 
is hereby required, without calling for proof 
that the second master or *}mployer had notice 
or knowledge of the said advance, to order such 
other master or employer to pay to sucli first 
mentionod or original master or employer, tho 
amount of tho said advance, and to make out 
his warrant for levying the same on the goods 
and chattels of the party, unless the same bo 
paid at the time of making the order. 

VI II. — And it is hereby further enacted that 
if any artificer, workman, labourer or servant 
shall without good and lawful excuse, and con- 
trary to his duty in that behalf, leave unfinish- 
ed any work which he shall have begun, or sball 



aiwl liis master &c. re- 
b'kIo &c. in Calcutta, 

any J. kc. may issue 
Kuinnioiis or warrant 


to brinix before liim &c. 
such artificer &c. 


un<l on proof that sucli 
artificer &,c. 


has, without pfood ex- 
cuse and contrary to 
his cohtrUct or duty, 
uhsented himself &c. 


or loft such work un- 
iinislual, such J. shall, 
at opt-ion of master &c. 
<»rdor tirt.itiocr &o. to 
return to his work &c. 

or to commit such arti- 
ficer \.c. to gaol kc. to 
hard labour, 


nevorthok'ss such com- 
imtt.d shall not dis- 
charge Slid) artificiir kc. 
IVoin his ohligatjon, but 
ho shall be liable to })er- 
form the same after dis- 
cliai'go of such artiliccr. 

nevertholess such com-* 
inittal shall not dis- 
chart' such artiliccr, &c, 
from his obligation, but 
he shall be liable to 
peril )nn the same after 
dist'harge, but J, may 
discharge such artificer. 
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abscut himself from or desert his employment, 
work, duty or service, and his master or cm- . 
ployer shall reside or carry on business in the 
town of Calcutta, it shall he lawful for any such 
Justice or Magistrate, as aforesaid, upon com- 
plaint by or on behalf of the said master or 
employer, to issue his summons or warrant for 
bringing before him or any other such Jjastico 
or Magistrate, such artificer, workman, la- 
bourer or servant, and in case it shall he 
proved, to the satisfaction of such Justice or 
MagisUate, that such artificer, workman, la- 
bourer or servant, has, without good or lawful 
excuse, and contrary to his contract or duty 
in tliat behalf absented himself from or desert- 
ed such employraout, work, duty or service, or 
loft such work unfinished it shall he lawful for 
such Justice or Magistrate, and he is hereby 
required, at the option of the- said master or 
employer, to order such artificer, workman, la- 
bourer or servant to return to his said employ- 
ment, work, duty or service, or to finish the 
same or to commit such artificer, workman, 

^ labourer or servant to the common gaol or 
t House of Correction, there to he kept to hard 
labqur, for any period, not less than six months 
nor exceeding twelve months. Provided never- 
theless that such committal shall not b^ con- 
strued to discharge such artificer, workman, 
labourer or servant from his obligation c.r ^uty, 
but he shall ho liable to perform the si^e upon 
his discharge from prison. Provided neverthe- 
less that such Justice or Magistrate may, in 
/lase ho shall sec fit, discharge such artificer, 
workman, labourer or servant, with or \^iout 
conditions, from any further obligation or duty 
to such master or employer. 



Whew Justioo &c. 
shall order avtidcor &c. 
to return to his work &o. 


such Justice &c- may 
rc<j[uire rocognizanco, 


and artiliour shall ho 
subject to bo hn prison- 
ed &LQ. on defiiuliii 


And if any artificer, 
&c wilfully^ or malici- 
ously or by gross iiog- 
ligencc spoil or injure 
work, &c. 


or if ho shall fraudu- 
lently purloin, onibez- 
zle, sticrote, sell, pawn, 
change, withhold or 
dotiiin any inatxirials 
&c. ^delivered &c. by 
Ins inaster &c. 


Justice '&c. may issue 
summons or warrant to 
bring up the olTendor, 


on proof that such 
artificiT &e. has com- 
mitted the alleged of- 
fence, 
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IX. — And it is further enacted that when 
any Justice or Magistrate shall order any arti- 
ficer, workman, labourer or servant to return 
to his employment, work, duty or service, or to 
finish his said work, such Justice or Magistrate 
may, if he see fit, require such recognizance 
with sureties, as is in the III. Section of this 
Act mentioned to he entered into with necessary 
variation only to adapt it to the nature of the 
case, and such artificer, workman, labourer or 
servant shall be subject to the like consequences 
in relation to aify default in respect thereof as 
are in this Act provided by the said III. Section 
and such Justice or Magistrate may also put, or 
authorize tho master or employer to put, such 
artificer, workman, labourer or servant under 
such restraint, control or superintendence, as to 
such Justice or Magistrate may seem conducive 
or necessary to secure obedience to his order. 

X. — And it is further enacted that if any 
artificer, workman, labourer or servant shall 
wilfully, maliciously or by gross negligence, des- 
troy, spoil or injure any work, materials or 
goods, whereon ho shall employed or where- 
with ho shall bo entrusted by his master or 
employer, or if he shall fraudulently purloin, 
embezzle, secrete, sell, pa,wn, exchange, with- 
hold or detain any materials, work, goods or 
property, delivered or entrusted to him or about 
which he shall have been employed by his 
, master or employer, it shall bo lawful for suth 
Justice or Magistrate as aforesaid upon com- 
plaint by or on behalf of the master or employ- 
er, to issue his suraraonc or warrant for bring- 
ing before him, or any other such Justice or 
Magistrate, the alleged offender, and in case, 
it shall be proved, to tho satisfaction of such 



Justice shall commit 
the ofle ruler to j^iiol to 
liard labour fur not 
more than twelve 
monthH, 


and order offender to 
make restitution or 
ctunpeusalion, 


and if offender shall 
m^t Ixjforo expiration 
of term of iinprison- 
moiit have made res- 
titution or compensa- 
tion, 

Jnstieo &c. shall on 
complaint issue his wai - 
rant k) tins gaoler to 
briTig: up oUbnder, 


and on proof that of- 
fender lias not inudo 
restitution or com])on- 
salioii, Justice shall 
commit offender for a 
further term not ex- 
coedinpf twelve montlis. 


Words contract &c. 
to ^bo eonstmod remc- 
diiilly and to extend, to, 
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Justice or Magistrate, that such artificer, 
workman, labourer'^^ or servant has committed 
the alleged offence such Justice or Magistrate 
may, and is hereby required to commit such 
ofFoiider to the common gaol or House of Cor- 
rection, there to be kept to hard labour for 
any period of time not exceeding twelve montlis, 
and to order such offender to niake restitution 
in specie or a compensation in value to the 
master or employer, such value to be fixed and 
specified by such Justice or Magistrate, and 
in case #Uch offender shall not, before the ex- 
piration of the first mentioned term of impri- 
sonment, make restitution or compensation as 
aforesaid, then and in that case it shall be 
lawful for any Justice or Magistrate having 
local jurisdiction over the prison wherein such 
offender shall be imprisoned, on complaint of 
the party entitled to such restitution or com- 
pensation, to issue his warrant to the gaoler of 
such prison to require him to bring such of- 
fender before him, or any other such J iistice or 
Magistrate, and in case it shall be proved to the 
satisfaction of such Justice or Magistrate, that 
^Uch offender has not made such restitution or 
compensation as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for 
, such Justice or Magistrate, and he is hereby re- 
quired to order, cither by endorsement on th^ri- 
ginal order a warrant for the commitment of such 
offender or warrant of commitment to 
such said offender for a further term, upon and 
after the expiration of the said original term not 
exceeding twelve months and wuth or without 
Ifiird labour, 

XL— And it la hereby further enacted thaNjje 
words, contract, agreement, employment, obli- 



contracts, kc. by deed or 
writing or verbal, or de- 
pendant on, or ])roved by 
tiie usage of trade or act» 
of tbo 


parties and whatever kind 
the work, &c. may bo to 
which they relate, and who- 
thenjfiaterials are found hy 
master or not, and-wlicther 
contract bo for a term, ko. 
or otherwise. 


ff j^mds, &c. not exeood- 
ing 5000 rn])ees in value 
a»-e wrongfully taken, do- 
taine<l or withheld fi’oiu 
tln^ owner, or person en- 
titled to the present pos- 
session thereof and person 
entitled shall ciiny tui 
business, k(\' in Calcutta 


any Justice, kc. 


may, on complaint of own- 
er, &c\ 


issue summons or warrant 
to bring up the party com- 
plained aghast, 

and, on proof that the party 
complaining the tnio 
owner the^*^&c. 


and that the ^ods, &c. 
have been ■ wrongfully 
taken, &c. % the party 
complain^ against, &c. 
kc. 
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gation and other words of similar import within 
this Act shall he construed' remidially and to 
extend to all contracts, agreements, employment 
and obligations wllat(^vcr, whether by deed, or 
written or verbal or dependant on or proved by 
the usage of trade or by the acta of the parties, 
and of whatsoever nature or kind the work, cm- 
ployment, duty or servico may be to which tho 
same relate, and whether tho materials (if any) 
for such w^ork or service arc found or supplied 
by tho master or employer, or not, and whether 
such contract be foi*a term certain or for sped- 
bed work, or otherwise. 

XIL — And it is hereby furtlicr enacted that 
whenever any goods or chattels not exceeding 
in value rupees 5,000 shall be or alleged to bo 
wrongfully taken, detained or witlibcld from tho 
true owner or other person entitled to tho pre- 
sent possession thereof, and such owner or other 
person shall carry on business, bo, or reside 
within tho town of Calcutta, it shall be lawful 
for any Justice of the said town of Calcutta, 
or for any Magistrate of any zillub, district or 
place where tho party comp^iined against shall 
bo or reside, on complaint* by or on behalf of 
such true owner or other person, to issue his 
summons or warrant, for bynging before him 
or any other such Justice or Magistrate the said 
party complained against, and in case it shall 
be proved in satisfaction of such Justice or Ma- 
gistrate that the party coinplalning is tho true 
owner of or is entitled to the present possession 
of such goods and chattels, and that tho same 
have been wrongfully tak«n or are wrongfully 
detained or withheld by tho party complained 
against, or by his command or authority, or 

N 2 



Justice shall assess va^ 
luc of goo<ls and 
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order dclivci'y or pay- 
ment of vuluo^ 


and on rnahinff pticIi 
order Justice at request 
of complainant, 


filiall make out wanvint 
for the execution of 
such order by arrest 
and commitment of 
dofondant. 


or seizure of goods, kc. 


that ho has power over the same to deliver tho 
same, it shall be lawful for such Justice or Ma- 
gistrate, and he is hereby required to enquire 
into, and assess the value th(3reof, and to make 
order either for the immediate delivery thereof 
or for payment of the value thereof to the party 
entitled to tho same, and upon tho making of 
every such order as aforesaid, or at any time 
thereafter, the said Justice or Magistrate shall, 
if thereunto roqueHted by or on behalf of tho 
complainant, make out his warrant for tho oxe- 
ciition'of such order, either by tbo arrest or com- 
mitment of the party against whom the said 
order shall ho made, until ho shall hav(3 obeyed 
the said order, or for the seizure of the said 
goods and cliattols, ordered to be delivered with 
an alternative clause for the levy of the value 
assessed by seizure and sale of tho proper goods 
and chattels of the offender. 

R. C. LEPAGE, 

Master, 


11. BURKINYOUNG, 

Past Master, 


BB. 

To THE Honorable T. C. Robertson, ruEsiBENT of the CVjncil 
OF India in Council. 

The Memorial of the Mastery and 

Members of the Calcutta Trade AssvAation, 
Resfectfullt Sitewetii, 

That your Memorialists as Tradesmen and persons 'engaged in 
business in Calcutta have hitherto suffered most serious and 
injury by tho want of a Law entitling them to claim and Y^ceive 
, interest on their book and other simple contract debts. 
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Tliat, in order to protect themselves against the unlimited extent 
of credit to which your Memorialists arc at present compelled to 
submit, chiefly by the difliculty of obtaining payment of tlieir just 
debts from persons residing in the Mofussil and other distant places, 
3 mur Memorialists have been in the habit, at the expiration of throo 
months credit, of charging Interest on their Book Debts ; but that 
such Interest is not recoverable in the Supremo Court or Military 
Courts of Requests and very seldom allowed in the Court of Com- 
Kiissioners for the recovery of small debts. 

That as your Memorialists cannot enforce tlio payment of such 
charge of Interest, it almost daily happens that parties indebted to 
your Memorialists and residing at a distance from Calcutta, (after 
taking an unlimited credit, not unfrcqucntly extending over a period 
of many years), refuse at last to pay such Interest, although they 
may have tacitly admitted the Justice of the charge by never ohjoct- 
ing to it ill answer to any one of the numerous applications made to 
them for payment ; thus in the absence of a specific agreomeut in 
writing, availing tliernselves of the strict letter of the Law to deprive 
their creditors of the only compensation they can give them for with- 
holding the payment of their debts. 

That another evil flows from the system of long credit which your 
Memorialists are obliged to give, and from the present illegality of 
the charge of Interest on simjde contract debts, wliieh is exceedingly 
injurious to the public at large, in as much ao Tmdesiuoii and others 
engaged in business in Calcutta cannot afford to^sell at the same low 
rates as they otherwise could, if a system of ready money payments 
existed, or if, in its absence, some compensation 4 )r security against 
oxcc8#ve credits were by law provided for them. 

That your Memorialists respectfully submit that one of the princi- 
pal o%^s of the Trade Association, on iU first institution, was Ibis — 
“ to e^5>^rage the adojition in this country of the system of ri ady 
money payments practised in all other parts of the world, and 
‘‘ which gables the Tradcftmen to sell at lower rates than those of 
Calc/ta can aflbrd to do, from tlic prevatouce of the ruinous 
sy^em of indiscriiuiuate credit which had existed hero for many 



( 300' ) 

“ years, to the injury of the Tradesman and the manifest disadvan- 
“ tago of the Public/' 

IHiat in pursuing this object, your Memorialists have for some time 
past resorted to the practice of giving notice to parties indebted to 
them that, at tlie expiration of three months credit. Interest would 
bo charged on their debts nt the rate of ton per cent, per annum ; 
but that such Interest not being recoverable, as before stated, your 
Memorialists have not been so successful as tlicy had hoped, in their 
endeavours to attain an object so beneficial in its results to them- 
selves and to the Public. 

That a remedy for the evils of wbicb they complain, as injurious 
both to themselves and to tlio public, your Memorialists respectfully 
suggest that an enactment legalizing the charge of a moderato rate 
of Interest on Book Debts would be a certain and effectual means of 
introducing into this country a system of ready money payments 
that would protect the Trader from the risks and losses which he at 
present incurs, and by insuring to him an earlier return for his 
outlay, enable liim considerably to reduce the prices of his goods. 

That the utility of such an enactment is strongly evidenced by the 
fact that, even in England, where a system of ready money pay- 
ments liad over prevailed it was found necessary, within the last few 
years, only, to pass an Act of PaiTiamcnt allowing Interest to be 
claimed in all cases on simple contract debts upon giving to the 
debtor a written licence of demand claiming Interest. 

That your Memorialist refer to the Act 3rd 4th William IV. 
chapter 42 section 28 by which It is enacted that upon all debts 
“ or sums certain piyable at a certain time or otherwise, the Jury on 
“ the trial of any issue, or on any inqiiisitioii of damages may,V they 
“ shall think fit, allow Interest to the creditor at a 
“ the current rate of Interest from the time when si 
“ certain were payable, if such Debts or sums bo 
** of some written Instrument at a certain time ; or if payable other- 
“ wise then from the time when demand of payment sha’/t have been 
“ made in writing, as such demand shall give notice to th\ debtor 
“ that Interest will be claimed from the date of such demaiil^jintil 


rate not exceeding 
ich Deby^suma 
payable virtue 



** the term of payment ; provided that Interest shall be payable In 
** ail cases in which it is now payable by Law.” 

That your Memorialists feel assured that a great benefit would bo 
conferred on the community by the Enactment in lliis Country of 
that part of the 28th section of the said Act 3rd and 4th William 
IV. Chapter 42; giving to the Judges of every Court, (in the ahsenee of 
a Jury,) the power of awarding to creditors Interest at the current 
rate in Calcutta, in all cases where proof shall have been made of a 
written demand of payment and notice given to the d(ibtor that 
Interest would bo claimed from the date of such demand until iho 
time of payment. 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray that your Iionor in 
council will take into your coiisideratimi the subject matter of this 
Memorial ; and that you will be pleased to sanction the introduction 
into this country of so much of the 28th section of the said Act 
3rd <!b 4th William IV. chapter 42; as will secure your Memorialists 
from the serious risk and losses to which they arc at present subject, 
by enabling creditors generally to claim and recover a fried rate of 
Interest on all debts upon proof made of a written demand of pay- 
ment and notice that Interest will he charged from the date of such 
demand until the term of payment. 

And your Memorialists shall ever pray, iCc. 

W. TUJtNER, 

Calcutta^ ^th Sept. 1839.* Master, Trade Association 


(Act. No. XXXIL of 1839.) 

^An Act concerning the allowance of Interest in certain cases. 

1. Whereas it is expedi(?nt to extend to the territories under the 
fnment of the East India Company as well as within the Juris- 
of Her Alajesty’s Courts as elsewhere, the provisions of the 
Statute ^d and 4th William IV, Chapter 42, Section 28, concerning 
the allow4nce of interest in certain cases : 

I^^hercfore, hereby enacted, that upon all debts or sums certain 
payable at a certain time or otherwise the Court before which such 
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debts or sums may be recovered, may, if it shall think fit, allow 
interest to the creditor at a rate not exceeding the current rate 
of Interest from the time when such Debts or sums certain were 
payable, if such Debts or sums be payable by virtue of some written 
Instrument at a certain time, or if payable otherwise, then from the 
time wlien demand of payment shall have been made in writing, so 
as such demand shall give notice to the Debtor that Interest will bo 
claimed from the date of such demand until the term of payment ; 
provided that interest shall be payable in all cases in which it is now 
payable by law. 

J. P. GRANT, 

Offg. Secy, to the Govt, of India. 


cc. 

Alphabetical list of subjects considered by the Committees of the 
Calcutta Trade Association^ and the date when brought under dis- 
cussion. 

Acceptances duo in holidays. January ] 844. 

Act. — Black. November 1849. — December 1849. 

Act. — Copy Right. April 1847— » June 1847. 

Act. — Limitations of Small Debts. 29th*October 1843. 

Agents. — Mofuasil. tilth September 1830. — 11th March 1849. 
Agents. — Potty Court! 18th September 1830, 

AfHdavits. — Police. January 1844. 

Alexander and Co.— -d^ailuro of. 13th December 1833. 

Alliporo Civil Courts, January 1844. • 

Animals, — Cruelty to. January 1847. 

Annuity and Life Insurance (Trade) 23rd May 1835. 
Apprenticeship Law. 25tli October 1834. — January 1844,’^ 
Arbitration. — Committee of. 15th November 1834. — 13th 1835. 

— 19th September 35. — 6th January 1838. 

Arrest undor mesne probers. January 1844. 
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Arrivals and Departures, Committoo. 13th November 1830. 

Arrivals. — ^Periodical list of. 18th September 1830. 

Arrivals.— .Post Office list of. 18th Sept. 1830.— lltli March 1837. 

Assam Tea Company, 25th May 1839. 

Association. -f-Accoramodatioii of. 17th December 1831. — 

22nd December 1831, — 17th January 1832. — 1st February 1832. 

Association. — Transactions of not to publish. 12th July 1834. 

Association.*— Patronage of. 23rd August 1830.— 4th Sept. 1830. 

Association. — Rules of. 20th June 1835. — 12tli December 1835. — 
May 1849.— July 1850. ' 

Association. — ^Circular letters explanatory of, 23rd August 1830. — 
18th September 1830. • 

Association. — Remodelling constitution of. 11th Dccombci 1830. — 
January 1844. 

Association. — Grades of Membership of. 5th February 1831, — 2Gth 

. February 1831. —10th December 1831. — 24tii March 1832. 

Association. — Insolvent Members of. 5th July 1834. 

Association. — John Bull attacks on. 6th Aug. 1831. — 8th Oct. 1831. 

Association.— Bombay, Trade. January 1844. — December 1848. 

Association. — Object third Violated. 12th November 1831. 

Association to diminish applications for public and private charity. 
6th November 1830. 

Association — The Trade a corporate body. 29th November 1834, — 
10th January 1835, 

Attornies. — Fees of. 29th February 1840.— Jl4th March 1840. — 
4th April 1840.— 23rd April 1842. 

Bailiffs. Sheriffs. 17th May 1834. 

Bai^» Union. — Cash Credits. 11th January 1^50. 

Bank, Union. — Notes. 6th February 1834. 

BauklSavings, 13th November 1830. — 2nd April 1831. — 14th 
^^y 1831.— 24th March 1832.-3l8t March 1832. 

Bang^^th April 1832.— 2 1st April 1832,— 28th April 1832.— 

* 2nd jyl 1832.— 11th Aug. 1832.— 23rd May 1835.— Aug. 1849. 

Baza^^f^w. 21st June 1834. — 5th July 18^4, — 9th Aug. 1834.— 
10th Sept. 1834.— 13th Sept. 1834.— 25th Oct. 1834.— 24th Jan. 
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Bills of Exchange! protested. — 11th January 1840. 

British Indian Society, Loudon. 29th February 1840. 

Box, Circulating to members. 16th February 1833. 

BusinoBS. — Terms of. Ist November 1830. 

Calcutta, Library— To purchase. lOth December 1831, — 17th Decem- 
ber 1831. — 25th February 1832. 

Calcutta Lyceum. January 1847. 

Casks, Oil, tightening. 16th November 1839. 

Cesspools. 25th April 1835. 

C System of. 14th February 1835. 

Chamber of Commerce. 22nd March 1834. — 18th Juno 1836. 
Circulars Free Postage. 20tb October 1830. — 9th October 1830. 
Civil Cases.Trial by Jury. 4th J uly 1835. — 20th April. — 4th June 1836. 
Club. — Trade. 2nd August 1834. 

Commercial and Shipping Gazette patronised. June 1850. 
Committee. — corresponding Loudon. 9th February 1831. — 5th March 
1831 — 1st October 1836. — 10th February 1838. 

Committee, Sub. 12th March 1831. 

Committee. — Fines for non-attendance on. 19th November 1831. 
Company’s Papers. 17th July 1841, — 16th October 1841. — 9th 
July 1842. — 29th October 1842. 

Company’s Servants quitting India. April 1849. 

Company’s. — River Insurance, 13th July 1833. — June 1849. 
Company’s. — River and Land Transit, June 1849. 

Company’s. — India G\jneral Steam Navigation. July 1847. 

Cossid Banghy, 27th October 1838. — 11th May 1839. 

Coolies. Robberies. 27th April 1839. 

Constitution of the Association remodeling Dec. 1830. — Jan. 1^44. 
Costs in opposing Insolvents. 20th November 1830, — 11th Decem- 
ber 1830.— 18th Dec, 1830.— 21st Jan. 1832,— 30th Sept,U837. 
Court, Supreme, Fees of. 23rd April 1842. ^ ^ 

Court, Supreme. — Practice improvement of Act. Januarj>^ 

Court, Supireme.— Officers not to Trade. 2ad January lAttl. 

Court, 3li|lteme, — Writs. January 1845. 

Court of quarter Sessions. 8th August, 1835. 
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Courts df Award.— Military. 7th August 1830. — 4th July 1835.— 
3rd October 1835. — 9th October 1841. — 14th October 1841. — 
IGth October 1841.— 13th Nov. 1841.— 20th Nov. 1841. -4th 
Dec. 1841.— 11th Dec. 1841.— 15th Jan. 1842.— 29tli Jan. 1842. 

» Court of Requests. Ist Sept. 1832. — 14th March 13th and 27th June 
and 11th July 1835. — 11th Feb. 3rd 10th 17th and 24th Nov. and 
8th Dec. 1838. — 9th May 1840. — January 1844. — Juno 1845. — 
April and June 1847. — March, April, Sept, and Dec, 1848.— May, 
July, Sept, and October 1849. 

Conservancy. 8th March and 5th and 12th April 1834. — 29th April, 
3d June and 1st July 1837. — 18th April and 27th June 1840. — 
12th' ^pril 1841. — Jany. Oct. and iTov. 1847. — May, June, Aug, 
and Sept. 1849. — March, Apl. May and Juno 1850. 

Currency. — Change of. 6th December 1835. — 8th August 1840. — 
22nd August 1840, — ^29th August 1840. — 16th October 1841, — 
23rd April 1842. - 

Dinner. — Public. Sth July 1832. — 25th January 1834. 

Dinner. — Monthly. 2nd August 1834. 

Deaths. — Removal by. 13th September 1834. 

Dak Travellers. January 1844. 

Dargeeling Club House. 7th July 1838.— 28th July 1838. 

Debts of Military Officers. 9th February 1839. 

Debts. — Payment of, Trust for. 19th September 1835, — 3rd October 
1835.— May 1849. I 

Dividends of Insolvents. — Unclaimed. 16th Aay 1840. — 23rd May 
1840.— 30th May 1840.— 20th June 1840,— 11th July 1840.— 
15th January 1842. • 

Dividend. — Persons, Estates qf. 26th February 1837. 

Drafts nf Military Officers, 20th July 1839. 

Expbrlt* — Daily. September 1850. 

Eutn|K^||]^e. 6th April 1839. 

Estates ofSersons. 25th February 1837. - 

Estates o^nsolvents.— Schedules of. 13th December 1834, 

Ferriqi: 14th February 1835. 

Fl^*— Cultivation of. 13th April 1839.— 16th November 1839, 
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• Fuud. — Permanent. 22nd December 1331. 

Fund.— -Steam. 26tli June 1833.-^13th July 1833. — 30th Septem- 
ber 1837. — January 1844, 

Fund. — Widows, 13th Noremher 1830. — 2nd April 1831.-— 14th 
May 1831.— 24th March 1832.— 31st March 1832. 

Fund.— Current. 22nd December 1831. — 11th February 1832. — 
17th February 1832. ' 

Ghauts. 12th July 1834. — 14th February 1835. 

Ghaut. — Jackson^s, nuisance of. 25th April 1835. 

Government Paper. — Interest on. 1st February 1840. — 22nd Aug. 

1840. — ^29th August 1840.— 1st October 1840.— 15th January 
1842.— 23rd April 1842.* 

Governor General. — Address to. 7th Feb. 1835. — 14th Feb. 1835. 
Holidays. — Native. 2nd March 1839. — 6th April 1839. — October 
1849. — November 1849. 

Hemp. — Plantainleaf. 29th February 1840. 

Hospital.— Lying in. 21st March 1841. 

Imports. — Daily. September 1850, 

Indigo Regulations. 29th July 1835. 

Inland Steam Boats. 4th March 1837. — 1st July 1837. — 4th No- 
vember 1837. — 18th November 1837. — 14th July 1838. — 2l8t 
July 1838.— 4th August 1838.— 12th April 1841.— 17th July 

1841. — 29th October 1842. 

Isinglass. — Manufacture of. 29th October 1842. 

Insurance Premium." January 1844. 

India. — Oil Yielding plants of. 20th August 1836. 

Jury. — Qualifications for. 3rd October 1835. 

Jury. — Petty. 25th Murch 1837. y 

Library of Reading Rooms. 3rd March 1832— 10th March 1832. — 
24th March 1832,— 7th April 1832. — 8th September 
9th August 1834. — 30th August 1834. — 11th July^ / l^ u5. — 
14th November 1835, — 7th January 1837. — 13th l^y 1837.— 
16th September 1837. — 10th March 1838. — 27th O^ber 1838. 
—9tli May 1838. 

laudable Society.— Funds of. 19th January 1833. 



I 307 ) 

Limitations, — Statute of. 17th July 1841. 

Master and Workmen. — Law of. January 1847. — April 1847. 
Mofussil. — Remittances from. 9th Nov. 1833. — 21st March 1835. 
Mesmeric Hospital. January *1848. 

Metcalfe, Sir Charles. — Address to. 7th February. 1835. — 14th 
February 1835. 

Nuisances. 29th October 1842. 

Native Prosessions. October 1849. 

President, to be designated Master. 5th February 1831. 

Post Office Reforms. 7th April 1832. — 21st April 1832.— 28th 
April 1832.— 2nd June. — 1832. — 1st August 1832.— 23rd May 

1835. — August 1849. — October 184S^. — July 1850. — Aug. 1850. 
September 1850. 

Parliament. — Petitions to. 7th February 1835. — 14th Feb. 1835. 

-~9th April 1835.— 9th April 1836.— 4th June 1836. 

Police. — River. 14th February 1835. 

Pyce Shops. 19th March 1836. — 26th March 1836. — 9th April 

1836. — 30th April 1836. — 2l8t May 1836. — 24th September 
1836. — 26th August 1836. — January 1844. 

Pie pieces. — Coinage of, 1st February 1840. 

Police. 23rd April 1842. — January 1847. — July 1849. 
Partnership. — Limited responsibility of. June and July J849. 

Post Master, Mofussil, Opening letters. April 1849; 

Railroad. — Burdwan. 4th July 1850. ^ 

Railroads in India.*— Introduction of. January 1845. 

Silver Standish to Secretary. September 1847. 

Semaphores. — Utility of. 22nd February 1834.^ 

Sale^ — Sheriffs. 16th October 1841. — 15th January 1842. 29th 
October 1842. — January 1^44. 

Salt JM^opoly* 10th December 1836. 

StatiS^jg Ist July 1837. 

Servauts.--^^egistry of. 30th March 1833. 

Turton, Sii^. — Defalcations. September 1848. — November 1848. — 
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February 1849. — April 1849. — May, October, December 1849. — 
January, February 1850. 

Tea. — Cultivation of. ISth April 1839. 

Trade List. 18th May 1839. — 8th June,1830. — 27th June 1839. — 
2nd November 1839. — 27th June 1840. — 1st August 1840. — 8th 
August 1840. 

Vagrancy of Calcutta. 12th July 1834. — 20th June 1835. 

Weights and Measures. 30th April 1836. 

Workmen. — Law of. January 1847. — April 1847. 

Writs. January 1845. 



List of persons who have hem^ and who now are Members 
of the Association. 


Names. 


Date when elected, j 


Date when resigned or 
expunged. 


Alexander & Co. ... 

Allan, G . 

Aubray, J. of Currie 

and Co 

Aubrey, B 

Allan, R. W 

Atkinson, P 

Abadie L., 

Augier, J 

Allurdicc, T 

Allardice, R 

Biirfeinyoung, F. H. . . 

Burkinyoung, H 

Burn & Co 

Begbic, T. 

l^athgatc & Co 

Brierly, J 

Balmano, Mrs 

Bryant, 

Bcardsmoro, J 

Barrow, U 

Bourkey, L. F 

Ballin, S. . 

Bagshaw, R J, 

Bright, G. W 

Brownfield, C. 

Brown, H 

Black, 'Thomas, 

Bruce, A. R 

Brownlow, C 

Boodle, 11 

Brown, F. W ... 

Caii|^,J. 

Cooper, L. for T.Hunter 

Campbell, R 

Carte;y,R. J 

Cam)»c?,hR* d- 

Camp 
Cliff, J. 

Chaunco, j 
Cameri 
Currifl^f, 

Cuthbertson, J. 


July, 1830. 

July, 1830. 26th November 1830. 


3rd March, 18.32. 
14th Marclx 1835. 
3rd August 1833. 
12th April 18.34. 

4th January 1840, | 
11th February 1853.| 
July 1830. 

5th May 1840. 

July 1830. 

3rd December 1830. 
July 1830. 

July 1830. 

July 1830. 

22nd January 1831. 
July 1830. 

December 1842. 

6th December 1830. 
22d February 1835. 
20th January 1838. 
27th October 18.38. 
20 th June 1830. 

29th Juno 1830. 
13th July 1830. 

24th Api-il 1840. 
23rd July 1836. 

ICth January 1847. 
0th January 1836. 
17th August 1850. 
February 1843. 

July 1830. 

14th May 1831. 

8th Sgxtember 1832. 
28th January 1837. 
22nd June 1839. 
14th Sept. „ 

20th June „ 

24th April 1843. 
20th March 1845. 
30th April 1830, 
23rd June 1849. 


Dead. 

August 1835. 

11th November 1848. 
August 1835. 
mh May 1840. 

April 1844. 

15th September 1838r 

Proceeded to Eu. Nov. 1836. 

23rd October 1830. 

Dead, 

Struck off 4th Oct. 1830. 
Struck oir 5th May 1231. 
Dead. 

May 1843. 

loth September 1831. 
Expelled 11th July 1835. 
Struck off 13th June 1840. 
27th April 1830. 

30th May 1840. 

2Bth August 1841. 

31st October 1840. 

28t}v November 1840. 
IJtllJanuary 1840. 

27tn November 1847. 

12th August 1837. 

Resignea May 1851. 

• 

September 1830. 

Dead. 


Struck ofl’ 8th August 1840, 
August 1842. 

3lst July 1841. 

January 1846. 

Struck off 30th Nov. 1S5U 
4tlf September 1841. 
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Names, 

Date when elected. 

Date when resigned or 
expunged. 

Cook and Co 

Cruttenden and Co.. . . 
Dykes, R. 

14th May 1851. 
July 1830. , 

Proceeded home 1834. 

Dwyer, J. R. 

Domello, Paul, 

Delmar, P 

D’Rozario, P. S 

12th April 1834. 
December 1830. 

Struck off 13th Aug. 1831. 
September 1830. 

27th October 1838. 

D’Rozario, P. S 

J3warkanauth Tagore, 
Dapuis, 

3rd S^t. 1842. 

4th July 1836. 
lUh Nov. 1837. 

3rd February 1838. 

Expelled 14th July 1838. 
26th May 1849. 

October 1849. 

Dead January 1834. 

'15th January 1842. 

January 1833. 

July 1833. 

Downes, 0 

Davis, W. B 

Dilthy, L 

11th February 1843 
29th April 1848. 
July 18.30. 

27th Ji^y 1839. 

July 1830. 

March 1833. 

Eastman, W. . . , .... 

Fleury, J. J. ........ 

Frith, 

Frith, R 

6th July 1839. 

July 1830. 

2nd April 1831. 
February 1834, 

5th October 1839. 
21st April 1849. 

• V ” 

July 1830. 

16th August 1845. 

14th December 1833. 

Fcrgdsson and Co. . . 
Fountain, J 

Forgusaon, F. T 

Fraser, W.T. 

Farquhar, W 

Forbes, F 

Gibbon, W..F 

Gordon, J 

Dead. 

28th March 1840. 

9th November 1850. 

23rd March 1850. 

3rd November 1838. 

Grant, Norman, 

Gray, J. . * 

1 ’■ ” 

5th December 1840. 

Greenaway, W 

Guest, A 

.3r3 March 18,32. 
14th June 1834. 

19th January 1839. 

Struck ofi' 20th April 1839. 
4th August 1838, 

Proceeded to England 13th 
April 1839. 

23rd April 1842. 

3rd Juno 1848. 

Struck oft’ July 1831. 

Dead 8th October 1831. 

Gopaul Mullick, .... 
Goodeve, 

Gilbert, W. H 

Greenfield, H 

Havell,J. 

1 5th August 1835. 
7th April 1838. 

,27 November 1841. 
C2nd August 1846. 
April 1831. 

July 1830. 

Harrowell, T 

Healy, J. 

1 Dead 8th October 1831. . 

Ha^ie John, 


July 1839. 

Hadow, C, S 

«i tt * 

1 13th April 1833. 

Higgs, T 

77 77 

September 1830. 

October 1836. 

Harrowell, J , 

nth Au^t 1832. 
13th April 1833. 
14th Dec. 1833. 

12th April 1834. 
27th July 1839. 

29th October 1842. 
24th April 1843. 

Holmes, J 

3rd June 1848. 

Homfray, R. S 

Hamerton,W. H 

Hart, F. H 

Holway, W 

HewiokjJ. A 

saider,C.L^.j^. 

8th March 1834. 

3rd March 1838. 

0th January 1841 

March 1846. 

December 1845. 

April 1845. 
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Names. 


Date when elected. 


Date when resigned or 
expunged. 


Haj’. G. C • 

Hill, Js 

Harai’ton and Co 

Harrison, J. F. 

Jessop, G 

Tacobs, Js 

Jephson, G 

Jordan, G. C 

Kemp, H. C 

Kyd,Js 

Lincoln, J. F. 

Lepage, R. C 

Llewelyn, J 

Lawiic, J 

Lawrie, A 

Lattey, R 

Lcishmaii, R 

Lazarus, B. W. 

Lattey, J. S 

Llewelyn, W 

Lamb, J 

Lattey, R. J. 


Lattey, A. P 

Lomaistre, T. H 

Leslie, A 

Lattey, Brothers 

Law, W. T 

MacKintosh &. Co. ... 

Macfarlane, 1 

Manton and Co 

Macintosh, H 

Mills, D 

McCulloch, R 

Monteith, Js 

Monteith, D 

Martindell, H 

Mactenzie, Lyall & Co. 
McKilligan, J. P * 


McKeliar,H. . 
McKllar, T. . 
Meudl^;/ 
Muller, J. 
McIntosh, 


Hunt, 

Marti) 


McCabe, 


15th June 1850. 

8th October 1836. 
July 1830. 

29th June 1850. 
July 1830. 

lith Feb. 184a 
15th Juno 1850, 
3rd August 1833. 
22nd Feb. 1834. 
13th August 1831. 
16th Dec. 1837. 
July 1830. 

Juno 1833. 

11th January 1834. 
August 1839. 

4th Nov. 1837. 

21st March 1840. 
October 1836. 

10th Oct., 1835. 
14th March 1835. 

14th Oct. 1843. 

2nd Jan. 1847. 

19th June „ 
February „ 

16th June 1849. 
July 1830. 

Nov. 1847. 

March 1851. 

July 1830. 

30th October 1830. 
2nd Feb. 1839. 

13th Dec. 1834. 
11th May 1839. 
July 1830. 

29tn June 1839. 
July 1830. 

29th June 1839. 

4th January 1840. 
4th Sept. 1841. 

24th April 1843. 
5th April 1845, 
18th Dec. 1847. 


9th March 1839. 

October 1851. 

February 1837. 

Struck off January 1839. 
December 1844. 

Ist February 184(). 

Dead 29th October 1836. 
loth March 1832. 

lOth October 183o. 

January 1841. 

May 1834. 

June 1842. 

Februaiy 1846. 

16th January 1841 . 
Proceeded home, 2d Fy. 1 839. 
July 1839. 

Proceeded homo 14th Octo- 
ber 1843. 

February 1847. 

6th May 1848, 

27th November 1848. 


30th April 1836. 


Dea<> 13th September 1834. 
Striftk off 8th Oct. 1831. 


2nd .July 1836. 

Dead 5th October 18.39. 

14th January ’43. 
Departed 22nd Dec. ’32. 
D^ 28th April ’38. 
January ’40. 

September *44. 

April *44. 

5thaJune *47. 

28th December ’47. 






Names. 


Date when resigned or 
expunged. 
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Date when elected. 


Mackenzie, M 

Myers, M. 

Nuthall, D 

Nisbitt, 

Newton, W 

Ostell, T 

Owen, W 

Parker, J. N. 

Pittar, P. 

Pittar, C. J 

Pritchard, G. . . . . .... 

Payne, T 

Preston, W. 

Palmer Peter, 

Palmer, T 

Parker, A. D 

Patten, J 

Prosoiio Coomar Tagore 

Pttge,a 

Pitts, John, 

Prosser, F 

Parbury, G 

Pittar, A 

llankon and Co 

lliohards, B 

Rodda, 11. B,^ 

Rushton, W.l’or Payne, 

Robinson, W. W 

Rogers, A. * . 

Roberts, \V 

Rushton, W 

Rogei’s, G 

Ramlochun l^ne, 

Remfry, G. F 

Rowe, J 

Ross, R 

Riddlcj J 

Rose, A. 

Rose, W 

Rozario, W. C 

Smith ^mucl 

Shearwood, G 

Simpson &Co 

Spence, J 

Spink, W 

Simpson, Jones, ...v 

Shepherd & Co 

Stewart, J.dG 


2f)th I\lay 1848. 

12th January 183i 
July 1830. ! 

Bth April 1848. 

13th January 1849. 
July 1830. 

8th March 1834. 
July 1830. 

Februai’y 1840. 

28tb Feb. 1835. 

July 1830. 

13 th January 1833. 
9th March 1839. 
20th June 1833. 
12th Oct. „ 

14th Dec. „ 

12th April 1834. 

3rd February 1838. 
July 1830. 

6th March 1847. 
23rd June 1849. 
July 1830. 


31st March 1832. 
9th January 1841. 
9th February 1833. 
9th March 1833. 
July i83(^ 

Augt. 1840. 

22nd Feb. 1834. 
1830. 

^ Oth June 1835. 

10th December. 
17th Feb. 1838. 
29th Feb. 1840. 
11th Dec. 1841. 
24th April 1843. 
25th March 1848. 
18th Sept. 1830. 
July 1830. 

ji 

V » 

» » 

Nov. 1646. 

July 1830. 

a. 

20th April 1839. 


8th September ’49. 

Dead. 

14th March ’35. 

16th July ’48. 

April ’50. 

16th December ’37. 

June ’34. 

31st December ’36. 

Departed 10th Dee. ’42. 

2nd October ’30. 

leth July ’42. 

Struck off 9th April ’36. 
November ’38. 

Proceeded homo. 

26th October ’39. 

23rd May ’39. 

Dead September ’35. 
August *47. 

March ’31. 

10th September ’31. 
Proceeded home 1st Oct. ’35. 
16th June ’38. 

28th June ’34. 

16th Juno ’41, 

9th J uiie *33. 

December ’45. 

Proceeded home 1st Oct. ’36. 

2()th August ’36, 

April ’35. 

25th July ’40. 

26th June ’41, 

18th April ’40. 

February ’45. 

5th June ’47. ^ 

December ’49. 

Struck off 13th July ’33. 


I8th June ’36. 
7th „ ’34. 

16th October ’30. 

September ’44. 




Names. 


Stewart, W 

Schnicdcr, W. F 

Scott, W - 

Smith, H 

Smith, G. H. 

Statham, H. G 

Sanders, T. P, 

Sloley, R 

Scott, W,R 

Seanor, 

Twenty man, W. H. ... 
Twentyman, W. 1. . . 
Thomson, E. S. ...••• 
Thacker, W. . . „ * . . 

Turner, W 

Turner, W 

Thompson, A 

Thompson, T, EL 

Vos, I. M 

Watson, and Co. , • . . 

Watkins, T 

Wallis, W 

Wilson, D 

Woolaston, G 

Wright, J 

Woedaston, H. 

Winser, Js 

Ward, J 

Watson, W 

Wilkie, G.F 

Young, L. 


I Date when elected. 


14th July 1832. 
22nd Fob. 1834. 
2nd Nov. 1839, 

4th January 1840. 
17th October 1840. 
27th Sept. 1845. 
9th June 1849. 

28th January 1843. 

„ 1830. 

April 1835. 

July 1830, 

18th Nov. 1837. 
July 1830. 

„ 1830. 

July 1830. 

May 1847. 

22nd Feb. 1834. 
16th January 1836. 
21st April 1838. 
March 1847. 

July 1830, 

July 1830. 

2nd July 1836. 
23rd July 18:^. 

6th Sept. 1839. 

18th April 1840. ^ 
1st October 1842: 
24th April 1843. 
13th Bee. 1847. 

27th January 1849. 
13th Augst 1836. 


Date wlieu resigned or 
expunged. 

14th June ’31. 

1 3th April ’39. 

Dead 7th March ’40. 

14th January ’43. 

May ’42. 

2nd Januaiy ’47. 

24th November 1849. 
August ’51. 

December ’42. 

Dead 2l8t January ’37. 
18th November ’37. 
December ’41. 

3rd April ’41. 

10th September ’31. 
Returned to Europe ’40. 

19th September ’35. 
Dead, 

23rd April *42. 

Struck off 9th July ’30. 
16th October ’30. 

24th February ’38. 

10th April ’41. 
December ’42. 

October ’45. 

September ’44. 

13th October ’49. 
Expelled 14th July ’38, 



im of the Receipts and Did>ursementij on account of the Calcuita Trade Association, from July 1830 to Dec. 1850. 

’ ^ DISBURSE3IEKTS. 


( 314 ) 



4,629 1 2] 1,205 6 4 9,407 6 4| 1,645 13 10 6,441 0 7j 3,963 11 11 972 0 3 3,591 
















DISHUllSOIEKTS. 


( S15 ) 



DISB^ 


3i4 











